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AN 

APPEAL 

TO 

IMPARTIAL  POSTERITY, 

BY 

MADAME   ROLAND, 

WIFE   OF   THE   MINISTER   OF   THE   INTERIORj 
OR, 

A  COLLECTION  OF   TRACTS 

WRITTEN  BY  HER  DURING  HER  CONFINEMENT  IN  THE  PRISONS  OF 
THE  ABBEY,  AND  ST.  PELAGIE,  IN  PARIS. 

IN   FOUR   PARTS. 


TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH  ORIGINAL^ 

Vuhlijlud  for  the  Benefit  of  her  only  Daughter,  deprived  of  the  FortU7Ze  of 
her  Parents  hy  Scqucjiraiion, 


SECOND   EDITION,    REVISED    AND   CORRECTED. 

VOL    L  ' 

Containing  PART    I.  and  II. 


May  my  laft  letter  to  my  daxighter  fix  her  attention  to  tliat  objeft  which  appears  likely  to 
become  her  effential  duty ;  and  may  the  remembrance  of  her  mother  attach  her  for  ever 
to  thofe  virtues  which  afford  us  confolation  in  all  circumftances. 

Extradled  from  the  piece  entitled  My  Lajl  Tlioughts,  in  Part  II.  p.  120. 


LONDON: 

?RINJED   FOR  J.   JOHNSON,    ST.    PAUL's    CHURCH-YARD» 


1796. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FROM    THE    EDITOR. 

R  OYALiSM  and  Terrorifm  endeavour  to  excite  doubts  in  the 
public  mind  concerning  the  authenticity  of  thefe  writings. 
Both  wifh  to  fufpend  their  fale :  the  former  with  the  inten- 
tion of  favouring  a  counter-revolution,  by  afperfing  a  mi- 
nifter,  whofe  firm  and  wife  adminiftration  proved  that 
France  might  be  happy  under  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment ;  the  latter,  that  they  may  not  be  held  up  to 
public  view  as  the  real  authors  of  our  prefent  fituation, 
and  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  diminifli  the  horror 
with  which  their  crimes  muft  neceflarily  infpire  all  thofe  to 
whom  they  (hall  be  faithfully  narrated. 

I  requeft  all  good  citizens,  whofe  faith  may  have  been 
ftaggered  by  their  infinuations.  tn  mnfirlpr,  firft,  that  no- 
body but  Madame  Koland  could  detail  an  infinite  number 
of  circumftances,  with  which  (he  alone  could  be  acquaint- 
ed j  fecondly,  that  every  writer  has  his  appropriate  ftyle, 
and  that  the  manner  of  Madame  Roland  is  fufficiently 
original  to  prevent  its  being  eafily  confounded  with  that 
of  another ;  in  the  third  place,  that  my  fignature  certifies 
the  truth,  and  that  all  who  pleafe  may  come  to  my  houfe 
and  convince  themfelves,  that  the  whole  of  the  manufcript 
is  in  the  hand-writing  of  my  unfortunate  friend. 

BOSC. 

Paris,  4th  Floreal,  3d  year  of  the  Republic, 
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before  was  confined  to  a  few  intimates,  but  now  when 
fhe  was  become  the  centre  of  a  wider  circle,  the  ad- 
miration of  her  friends,  and  the  malevolence  of  her 
enemies,  foon  combined  to  give  her  a  celebrity  which 
fhe  was  ftill  far  from  feeking. 

Imprifoned,  calumniated  on  all  fides,  and  having  no- 
thing but  a  fcaffold  before  her  eyes.  Madam  Roland  was 
naturally  induced  to  feek  the  efteem  of  pofterity  as  a 
confolation  for  the  injuftice  of  her  contemporaries,  and 
to  aim  at  future  glory,  as  a  fort  of  compenfation  for 
an  untimely  death. 

Then,  and  not  till  then,  fhe  appeared  to  feparate 
her  reputation  from  that  of  her  hulband:  then,  and 
not  till  then,  fhe  took  up  her  pen  to  make  herfelf 
known  individually,  and  to  furnifh  materials  for  hiftory 
in  her  own  name.  It  will  be  feen,  however,  that 
fhe  was  not  aduated  folely  by  the  defire  of  vindicat- 
ing her  reputation,  and  acquiring  fame:  every  page 
will  Ihow,  that  fhe  was  particularly  anxious  to  repel 
the  calumnious  charges  heaped  upon  her  hufband,  and 
to  revenge  the  memory  of  Roland,  in  cafe  he  him- 
felf  fhould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  write  or  pub- 
lifli  his  laft  juftification. 

The  publicj  already   prepofTeiled  in  her  favour,  will 

judge, 
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judge,  from  a  perufal  of  her  writings,  whether  Ihc 
really  merited  the  praife  of  her  friends,  and  whether 
ihc  did  not  deferve  the  hatred  of  the  villains,  who 
fucceeded  at  laft  in  bringing  her  to  the  block. 

Malevolence,  afliiming  the  mafk  of  criticifm,  will 
endeavour,  no  doubt,  to  depreciate  this  monument 
erefted  by  a  woman  to  the  glory  of  her  fex  j  but  the 
impartial  reader  will  acknowledge  her  powers.  I  will 
only  fay,  as  an  excufe  for  fome  fuperfluous  relations, 
and  fome  negligences  of  compofition,  that  Madam  Ro- 
land compofed  the  part  entitled  Hiflorical  Memoirs 
(two  thirds  of  which,  and  thofe  the  moft  interefting, 
are  loft)  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  and  all  the  reft 
in  two  and  twenty  days,  in  the  midft  of  forrows  and 
alarms  of  every  kind;  and  that  fcarcely  a  paiTage  in 
the  manufcript  is  erafed, 

Many  perfons,  whofe  characfters  Madam  Roland 
has  drawn,  will  have  reafon  to  complain;  but  it  be- 
longs to  pofterity  alone  to  decide,  whether  fhe  have 
done  them  juftice.  It  was  my  duty  to  confine  my- 
felf  ftridly  to  the  office  of  an  editor;  and  to  make  no 
alteration  in  the  text,  even  when  it  was  evident,  that 
fhe  had  been  miftaken.  There  is  a  paiTage,  for  in- 
ftance,  where  fhe  feems  to  throw  refleftions  on  citizen 
Pulaure,  which  I  believe  him  far  from  deferving,  and 

A  3  which 
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which  every  trae  republican  will  be  eager  to  rejed. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  relate  the  caufe  of  her 
error. 

Dulaure,  a  patriotic  joiirnalift,  and  a  bold  alTertor 
of  truth,  was  a  frequent  vifitor  at  Roland's,  whofe  prin- 
ciples were  analogous  to  his  own,  and  whofe  conduft 
he  deemed  meritorious.  But  when  Dulaure  became 
a  member  of  the  convendon,  he  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him,  as  a  matter  of  delicacy,  to  defifl  from  going 
to  the  houfe  of  a  miniiter,  of  whofe  aftions  he  was 
conftituted  a  judge.  Madam  Roland  attributed  this 
referve  to  a  change  of  political  opinions,  and  to  the 
inftigation  of  the  mountaineers:  hence  the  ill- humour 
which  feems  to  have  predominated,  when  fhe  wrote 
the  article  concerning  him ;  but  in  which,  notwith- 
ftanding,  fhe  does  his  charafter  the  juflice  it  de- 
ferves.  The  courage  with  which  cidzen  Dulaure 
printed  all  the  complaints  of  madam  Roland  after 
the  31ft  of  Mayi  the  honourable  profcription  he  has 
undergone;  aiid  his  laft  publication  endtled,  A  Sup- 
plemenl  to  the  Crimes  of  the  late  Committees  of 
Government,  render  all  farther  j unification  unnecelTary, 

I  could  have  wifhed  to  have  given  to  the  public 
the  whole  of  the  work  at  once ;  but  the  delays  of 
l^he  prefs  at  the  prefent  moment,  and  the   obfervations 
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of  fome  good  citizens,  have  made  me  refolve  to  pub- 
liih  one  part  at  a  time.  There  will  be  four,  which 
will  follow  each  other,  as  fpeedily  as  circumftances  will 
permit.  The  fecond  will  contain  feveral  detached 
pieces,  refpefling  the  events  of  the  revolution,  with 
the  papers  that  relate  to  her  death,  or  that  immediately 
preceded  it.  The  third  and  fourth  will  contain  her 
private  life,  written  precifely  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  intendon,  as  the  ConfelTions  of  RouiTeau  : 
to  which  will  be  added  fome  familiar  letters,  that  I 
found  among  my  papers.  1  much  lament,  that  I  have 
not  a  more  complete  feries  of  her  correfpondence  to 
publifh  * :  it  is  in  the  efFufions  of  friendlhip,  that  the 
mind  difplays  itfelf  fully,  and  that  our  opinions,  incli- 
nations, and  acquirements,  exhibit  themfelves  naked  to 
the  eye.  On  this  account  I  confider  her  letters, 
though  at  firft  view  they  appear  to  concern  only  our 
friendfliip,  turn  of  mind,  and  our  purfuits,  as  a  necef- 
fary  fupplement  to  her  private  memoirs.  Her  repub- 
lican ardour  will  appear  from  the  very  firfl  of  them  j 
and  certainly,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  1792,  fhe  could 
not  forefec,   that   France  would   become   a  republics 

*  This  correfpondence,  very  adlive  for  feveral  years,  was  frequent- 
ly diurnal  during  her  abode  at  Amiens.  Imperfed  traces  remain 
in  my  memory  of  fome  intereiling  letters  which  I  cannot  now  find: 
pofiibly  they  are  with  feveral  others  in  the  hands  of  Lanthenas^  with 
whom  that  correfpondence  was  frequently  carried  on  in  common. 
He  then  confidered  it,  and  with  reafon,  as  of  great  importance  j 
]f{\t  now  !—— » 

ftill 
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liill  lefs  that  fhe  was   deftined  to  be  a  principal  a6tor 
in  that  eventful  fcene. 

Madam  Roland  was  very  fond  of  praftifing  epiftolary 
writing.  She  turned  her  pen  to  every  fubjeifl  with 
incredible  facility,  and  with  uncommon  elegance  of 
Hyle.  As  a  letter  writer,  fhe  was  fuperior,  in  my 
opinion,  to  a  Sevigne  or  a  Maintenon  :  becaufe  fhe 
was  far  better  informed  than  thofe  two  celebrated  wo- 
men, and  becaufe  her  correfpondence  confifted  of 
things,  and  not  of  words. 

It  is  my  wifh  to  collet  fuch  of  her  letters,  as  may 
have  been  prefervedj  and  1  here  requeft  thofe  who 
have  them  in  their  pofieffion  to  fend  me  the  origi- 
nals, as  free  from  expence  as  may  be  ■»  as  I  purpofe 
publifhing  them  at  the  end  of  feveral  literary  produce 
tlons  of  madam  Roland,  which  are  known  to  me,  and 
which  I  think  worthy  of  feeing   the  light. 

Roland  during  his  retreat  had  alfo  compofed  fomc 
hiftorical  memoirs ;  but  they  were  configned  to  the 
flames  the  moment  the  intrepid  woman,  who  con- 
cealed him,  was  taken  into  cuitody.  At  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  firft  miniftry,  he  publifhed  a  colleftion  of 
pieces,  calculated  to  make  his  condudl  in  office  known 
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to  pofterltyi  it  is  my  intention  to  continue  it,  by  get- 
ting together  fuch  as  relate  to  his  fecond  miniftry. 

But  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  accomplifh  this  ob- 
jeft,  as  well  as  the  preceding  one,  it  is  requifite,  that 
the  national  convention,  either  by  a  general  law,  foH- 
cited  by  all  the  friends  of  juftice,  or  by  a  particular 
decree,  defired  by  every  true  friend  of  liberty,  rellore 
to  Roland's  daughter  the  property  to  which  fhe  has 
a  juft  claim.  I  muft  have  liberty  to  fearch  among  the 
papers  ftill  under  feal  at  Villefranche,  and  amon»  tholc 
taken  from  the  houfe  at  Paris,  after  the  fale  of  the 
furniture  by  the  agents  of  the  nadonal  domains.  It  is 
incumbent  on  all  true  republicans,  vidlims  of  tyranny, 
and  perfecuted  for  their  virtues  or  talents  like  Roland 
and  his  wife,  to  favour  my  wifhes  with  their  influence, 
and  to  promote  my  engaging  ward's  reftoration  to 
her  rights. 

Let  me  be  permitted  to  conclude  with  an  obferva- 
tion,  which  perhaps  is  not  unneceffary.  This  work  " 
is,  at  prefent  at  lead,  the  fole  fortune  of  Eudora,  the 
beloved  daughter,  the  only  child  of  Roland.  Woe 
to  the  villain  who  dares  to  pirate  it !  For  certainly  he 
would  not  be  able  to  fell  a  fingle  copy;  and  yet  J 
fhould  not  fail  to  call  down  upon  him  all  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law. 

6  The 
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The  portrait  of  madam  Roland,  ertgraved  by  the 
worthy  Pafquier,  the  countryman  of  Roland,  and  the 
friend  of  them  both,  ought  to  be  placed  fronting  the 
title  page  of  the  firil  part  -,  but  it  cannot  be  got  ready 
for  delivery,  till  the  publication  of  the  laft. 

Bosa 

Parisj  germinal  20,  in  the  year  of  the 
republic  3  [April  9,  1795.] 
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Abbey  Prlfon,  June  179B. 
1^0  day  on  a  tliron;,  to-7?:orrozv  in  a  prlfon. 

SUCH  is  the  fate  of  virtue  in  revolutionary  times. 
After  the  firft  commotions  of  a  nation,  weary  of  the 
abufes  by  which  it  has  been  aggrieved,  have  fubfided, 
enlightened  men,  who  have  pointed  out  its  rights,  and 
affifled  in  regaining  them,  are  called  into  places  of 
authority:  but  they  cannot  long  maintain  themfelves 
there ;  for  the  ambitious,  eager  to  take  advantage  of  cir- 
cumftances,  foon  contrive  to  miflead  the  people  by  flat- 
tery, and  fet  them  againlt  their  real  defenders,  that  they 
themfelves  may  acquire  confequence  and  power.  Such 
has  been  the  progrefs  of  things,  particularly  fince  the 
tenth  of  Auguft.  On  fome  future  day,  perhaps,  I 
fhall  recur  to  earlier  times,  to  give  an  account  of  what 
my  fituation  has  enabled  me  to  know  :  at  prefent  the  fole 
objeft  I  have  in  view  is  to  commit  the  circumftances  of 
my  arrefl  to  paper:  it  is  the  kind  of  amufement  mofl 
fuitable  to  the  folitary,  to  refled  on  their  perfonal  con- 
cerns, and  to  exprcfs  what  they  feel. 

The  refignation  of  Roland  appeafed  not  his  enemies. 
He  had  quitted  die  minlftry,  in  fpite  of  his  refolution 
to  await  there  the  laying  of  the  florm,  and  to  brave  every 

Vol.  I.  Part.  I.  B  danger^ 
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danger;  becaufethe  flateof  the  council^  when  he  became 
fully  acquainted  with  it,  and  his  want  of  influence,  which 
kept  continually  increafing,  and  was  pardcularly  evi- 
dent about  the  middle  of  January,  no  longer  left  him  any 
thing  to  look  forward  to  but  faults  and  follies,  of  which 
he  muft  pardcipate  the  difgrace.  He  was  not  even  al- 
lowed to  enter  his  reafons  or  his  opinions  on  the  re- 
gifter  of  the  proceedings,  when  they  were  contrary  to  the 
determination  of  the  majority. 

The  confequence  was,  that  from  the  day  of  that  pitiful 
decree  refpc61:ing  the  comedy  inntuled  rAmi  des^  Loix, 
which  he  would  not  fign,  becaufe  the  fecond  article  was 
at  beft  ridiculous,  he  no  longer  affixed  his  fignature  to 
any  deliberation  of  the  council.  That  was  the  fifteenth 
of  January.  The  profpeifl  held  out  to  him  by  the  con- 
vention was  by  no  means  encouraging.  His  very  name 
was  there  become  the  fignal  of  difcord  and  difturb.ance; 
and  could  no  longer  be  pronounced  without  producing 
an  uproar.  If  a  member  ventured  to  anfwer  the  odious 
accufations  gratuitoufly  preferred  againft  the  minifter,  he 
was  treated  as  an  inftrument  of  faition,  and  reduced  to 
filence.  In  the  mean  time  Pache  was  accumulating  in 
the  war  department  all  the  faults  which  his  weaknefs  and 
implicit  fubmiiTion  to  the  jacobins  enabled  the  perfidy, 
imbecility,  and  imprudence  of  his  agents  to  commit; 
and  yet  the  convention  could  not  obtain  the  difmiffion  of 
Pache ;  for  the  moment  a  fingle  fentence  was  uttered 
againft  him,  the  bloodhounds  of  the  mountain  fet  up  a 
howl  againft  Roland.  Thus  the  continuation  of  his  cou- 
rageous ftruggle  in  the  miniftry  could  no  longer  prevent 
the  faults  of  the  council,  while  it  became  an  addidonal 
motive  of  diforder  in  the  convendon.     He  deemed  it 

dierefore 
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therefore  prudent  to  give  in  his  refignation.  To  prove 
that  it  was  necefiary,  it  fuinces  to  remark,  that  the 
found  part  of  the  legiflative  body,  convinced  as  it  was 
of  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  calumniated  minifter, 
durfl:  not  make.a  fingle  obfervation  on  the  fubjeft.  This 
was  unqueftionably  weaknefsj  for  it  flood  in  need  of  a 
firm  and  honefl  man  in  the  home  department,  who 
would  have  been  its  m.oft  powerful  fupport ;  and  lofing 
this  it  could  not  do  otherwife  than  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
the  violent  patriots,  who  were  endeavouring  to  {et  up 
and  maintain  an  authority  capable  of  rivalling  the  na- 
tional reprefentation. 

Roland  kept  a  ufurping  commune  in  awe.  Roland 
gave  to  all  the  adminiilrative  bodies  a  regular,  uniform, 
and  harmonious  motion  :  he  watched  over  the  lupply  of 
provifions  of  the  great  national  family  :  he  found  means  to 
re-eflablifn  peace  in  all  the  departments ;  he  diffufed 
throughout  them  that  order  which  proceeds  from  juftice, 
and  that  confidence  which  is  kept  alive  by  a  vigilant  ad- 
miniftration ;  and  he  fet  on  foot  between  them  a  friendly 
correfpondence,anda  ready  communication  of  knowledge. 
Roland  ought  therefore  to  have  been  fupported :  but  fince 
weaknefs  denied  the  means^  he,  to  whom  that  weaknefs 
was  well  known,  could  not  clioofe  but  retire. 

The  timid  Garat,  an  agreeable  companion,  a  man 
of  letters  of  moderate  merit,  and  a  deteftable  minifter; 
Garat,  whofe  appointment  to  the  judicial  department 
proved  the  want  of  able  men,  a  want  which  is  incon- 
ceivable, and  v/hich  none  can  tell  but  they  who,  occu- 
pying places  of  importance,  have  coadjutors  ta  feek; 
Garat  had  not  even  fenfe  enough  to  remain  in  that  of- 
fice, where  there  is  leaft  to  be  done,  and  where  his  bad 

B  2  health. 
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health,  his  natural  indolencej  and  his  incapacity  for  bli-* 
finefs,  would  have  been  lead  confpicuous ;  but  removed 
to  the  home  department,  without  poffefring  the  fmalleft 
fhare  of  the  requifite  knowledge,  not  only  where  politics 
are  the  queftion,  but  in  regard  to  commerce,  the  arts, 
and  a  multitude  of  adminiftrative  operadons,  that  come 
within  its  cognizance.  With  all  that  ignorance,  and  with 
all  his  inactivity,  he  ventured  to  take  the  place  of  the 
moft  aftive  man  in  the  republic,  and  the  bed  informed 
in  all  the  above  pardculars.  The  relaxation  of  the  machine 
foon  occafioned  the  difiocation  of  its  parts,  and  proved 
the  weaknefs  of  the  regulator ;  the  departments  were 
thrown  into  commotion,  fcarcity  began  to  be  felt,  the 
flames  o-f  civil  war  were  lighted  up  in  la  Vendee;  the 
authorities  of  Paris  exceeded  their  powers  j  the  jacobins 
alTumed  the  reins  of  governmient;  and  the  puppet  Pache, 
difmified  from  the  department,  which  he  had  thrown 
into  confufion,  was  raifed  by  a  cabal  to  the  mayoralty, 
where  his  fupplenefs  was  wanted,  while  his  place  at  the 
council-board  was  filled  by  the  idiot  Bouchotte,  as  fup- 
ple  as  he,  and  even  furpaffing  him  in  flupidity. 

Roland  gave  a  terrible  blow  to  his  adverfaries,  by 
publifhing,  on  his  retirement,  fuch  accounts,  as  no 
minifter  before  him  had  furniflied.  To  have  them  ex- 
amined and  fan6tioned  by  a  report,  v\as  a  piece  of  juf- 
tice,  which  he  w^s  doomed  to  fohcit  in  vain;  for  that 
would  have  been  acknowledging  the  falfehood  of  the  ob- 
loquy throvv"n  on  him,  the  infamy  of  his  detra6lors,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  the  convention,  which  had  not  dared  to 
undertake  his  defence. 

It  was  neceffary  to  perfevere  in  flandering  him, 
■without   coming  to    the   proof;   in   order  to    perplex 

and 
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and  mlilead  the  public  opinion,  fo  as  to  be  able 
to  ruin  him  with  impunity;  and  thus  to  get  rid  of  a 
troublefome  witnefs  of  fo  many  atrocities,  which  muft 
either  be  concealed,  or  juftified,  to  preferve  to  the 
perpetrators  the  wealth  and  authority  they  helped 
them  to  acquire.  In  vain  did  Roland  intreat,  publilb, 
and  write  feven  times  in  four  months  to  the  convention, 
to  demand  an  examinadon  and  a  report  on  his  condu6b 
in  the  miniftry.  The  jacobins  continued  to  employ  their 
fatellites,  to  proclaim  him  a  traitor:  Marat  proved  to 
his  people  that  the  ex-minifter's  head  was  necefTary  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  republic  :  confpiracies  fruftrated,  {tt 
on  foot  anew,  baffled  again,  and  yet  condantly  carried 
on,  ended  at  length  in  the  infurreftion  of  the  3  ill 
of  May,  when  the  good  people  of  Paris,  with  a  fixed 
determination  to  maffacre  no  one,  did  every  thing  befides 
that  their  audacious  directors,  their  infolent  commune,  and 
the  revolutionary  committee  of  meffieurs  the  jacobins, 
grown  mad  or  furious,  or  elfe  become  the  hirelings  of 
the  enemy,  were  pleafed  to  require.  Roland  had  writ- 
ten the  eighth  time  to  the  convention,  which  had  not 
even  deigned  to  read  his  letter ;  and  I  was  preparing  to 
get  the  municipality  to  fign  paflports,  hy  means  of  which 
I  might  go  with  my  daughter  into  the  country,  whither 
I  vv^as  called  by  domeftic  bufinefs,  by  the  ftate  of  my 
health,  and  by  many  good  reafons  befide.  Among 
other  things  I  confidered,  how  much  more  eafy  it  would 
be  for  Roland  to  efcape  alone  fromi  the  purfuit  of  his 
enemies,  fbould  they  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities, 
than  for  the  whole  of  his  little  family  together  :  prudence 
pointed  out  the  propriety  of  diminilhing  the  number  of 
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points  in  which  he  was  attackable*.  My  pafiporrs 
had  been  delayed  at  the  fedion,  through  the  chicanery 
of  fome  zealous  maratiftsj  in  whofe  eyes  I  was  an  objeft 
of  fufpicion;  and  they  were  but  juft  delivered  to  me^ 
when  a  fit  of  the  nervous  colic,  attended  with  violent 
convulfions,  the  only  indifpofition  to  which  I  am  fubjed, 
and  to  which  the  vehement  aiFeflions  of  a  Ilrcng  mind 
ruling  a  robuft  body  expofe  me,  obliged  me  to  keep  my 
bed.  I  palled  fix  days  in  this  ftate,  and  purpofed  going 
out  on  Friday,  to  fhew  myfelf  at  the  municipality  ;  but 
the  found  of  the  alarm-bell  informed  me^  that  it  was  not 
a  proper  timie.  Every  thing  had  long  foretold  an 
approaching  crifis.  It  is  true  that  the  afcendency  of  the 
jacobins  made  it  very  unlikely  that  its  iffue  fhouid  be 
favourable  to  the  real  friends  of  liberty:  but  energetic 
minds  deteft  fufpenfe  -,  and  the  debafement  of  the  con- 
vention, v/ith  its  daily  a6ls  of  weaknefs  and  flavery, 
appeared  to  me  fo  difcreffing,  that  1  hardly  eoniidered 
the  woril  exceffes  as  more  lamentable,  becaufe  they 
would  neceffarily  contribute  to  open  the  eyes,  and  de- 
termine the  condu6l  of  the  departments.  The  alarm 
gun,  and  the  commotions  of  the  day,  awakened  in  me 
that  interefl,  which  great  events  infpire,  without  pro- 
ducing any  painful  emotion.  Two  or  three  perfons 
came  to  confer  with  us  5  and  one,  in  particular,  prefTed 
Roland  to  make  his  appearance  at  his  fection,  by  which 

*  That  was  not  my  ftrongeft  inducement :  for,  tired  of  the  coiirfe 
of  affairs,  I  feared  nothing  for  myfelf 3  innocent  and  courageous,  in- 
juflice  might  reach,  but  could  not  degrade  me  3  and  to  fuffer  it,  was 
a  trial,  in  the  thought  of  braying  which  I  felt  pleafure;  but  another 
reafon,  altogether  perfonal,  and  which  fome  day  perhaps  my  pen  will 
difclofe,  determined  me  to  depart. 
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he  was  edeemed,  and  of  which  the  good  difpofitlon  was 
the  bed  warrant  of  his  fafety.  It  was  agreed,  however, 
that  he  fhould  not  flepp  at  home  the  following  night : 
though,  by  the  way,  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  good 
intentions  of  the  citizens,  who  drew  up  under  arms,  in 
order  to  oppofe  every  ait  of  violence.  It  was  not 
added,  that  they  would  permit  preparations  for  every  ait 
of  violence  to  be  made. 

The  blood  boils  in  my  veins  when  I  hear  praifes  be- 
ftowed  on  the  good-nature  of  the  Parifians,  who  are  de- 
termined not  to  have  another  day  like  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember. Why,  good  heavens  1  nobody  v/ants  you  to  exe- 
cute another ;  you  need  only  fufFer  it  as  you  did  before  : 
but  you  are  neceffary  to  coliedt  the  victims,  and  you 
kindly  lend  your  aid  to  apprehend  them ;  you  are  ne- 
ceffary to  give  the  appearance  of  a  legitimate  infurre<5tion 
to  the  violence  of  the  galleries*  by  whom  you  are  governed, 
and  you  approve  their  undertakings:  you  obey  their  orders, 
you  fwear  fealty  to  the  monftrous  authorities  they  create ; 
you  furround  the  legiflative  body  with  your  bayonets,  and 
you  permit  rebels  to  dictate  to  the  national  reprefen- 
tation  the  decrees  they  wifh  to  pafs.  Eoaft  then  no 
more  of  being  its  defenders  j  it  is  you  who  bind  it  in 
chains  j  you  who  deliver  into  the  hands  of  oppreffion 
the  members,  the  moft  diflinguilhed  for  their  virtues  and 
their  talents  j  you  who  with  equal  cowardice  would  fee 
them  brought  to  the  block,  by  proceedings  fimilar  to 
thofe  that  deftroyed  Sidney  ^  and  you  it  is  who  will  have 
to  anfwer  to  indignant  France  for  fo  many  crimes  j  who 

*  Of  the  convention,  which  at  this  period  were  filled  with  xuL 
iiar^s  from  the  jacobin  club.     Trmif. 
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fervcthe  caufeof  her  enemies,  and  who  prepare  the  way  for 
federalifm.  Think  you,  that  the  high-fpirited  MarfeilieSj 
and  the  enlightened  department  of  la  Gironde,  will  pafs 
over  the  outrages  committed  on  their  reprefentatives,  or 
fraternife  with  a  city  polluted  by  fuch  crimes  ?  You  are 
the  deftroyers  of  your  country,  and  foon  will  you  lament, 
in  vain,  your  infamous  pufillanimity  in  the  midll  of  its 
ruins. 

It  was  half  after  five  in  the  evening,  when  fix  armed 
men  came  to  our  houfe.  One  of  them  read  to  Roland 
an  order  of  the  revolutionary  committee j  by  virtue  of  which 
they  were  come  to  apprehend  him.  '  I  know  no  law,' 
faid  Roland,  '  which  conftitutes  the  authority  you  men- 
tion ;  nor  fhall  I  obey  the  orders  which  it  ilTues.  If  you 
employ  violence,  I  can  only  oppofe  to  you  fuch  refift- 
ance  as  a  man  of  my  years  is  capable  of  i  but  I  fhall  pro- 
tefl  againft  it  to  the  laft  moment  of  ray  life.' — *^  I  have 
Ro  order  to  employ  violence,'  replied  the  fpokefman, 
^  I  fhall  therefore  go  and  communicate  your  anfwer  to 
•the  council-general  of  the  commune  °.  in  the  mean  time 
I  will  leave  my  colleagues  here.* 

It  occurred  to  me  immediately,  that  it  would  not  be 
amifs  to  denounce  thefe  proceedings  to  the  convention, 
in  the  mofl  public  manner,  in  order  to  prevent  the  arreft 
of  Roland,  or  to  obtain  his  prompt  releafe,  if  it  fhould 
have  taken  place.  To  communicate  this  idea  to  my 
hulband,  write  a  letter  to  the  prefident,  and  fet  out,  was 
the  bufmefs  of  a  fev/  minutes.  My  fervant  being  ab- 
fent,  I  left  a  friend,  who  was  in  the  houfe,  to  keep  Ro- 
land company  j  and  fcepped  alone  into  a  hackney-coach, 
v/hich  I  ordered  to  proceed  as  faft  as  poflible  to  the  Ca- 
rouzel.      The  court -yard   of    the  Tuileries  was  filled 

Y^ith 
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With  armed  men.  I  crofled  it,  and  flew  through  the 
midft  of  them  like  a  bird.  I  was  dreffed  in  a  morning 
gown,  and  had  put  on  a  black  fnaul,  and  a  veil.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  doors  of  the  outer  halls,  which  were 
all  fliut,  I  found  fendnels,  who  allowed  no  one  to  enter, 
or  fent  me  by  turns  from  door  to  door.  In  vain 
did  I  infift  on  admiffion  -,  till  at  length  it  came  into  my 
mind  to  employ  fuch  language  as  a  bigotied'Robefpierian 
would  have  held.  'Why,  cidzens,'  faid  I,  'in  this  day  of 
falvation  for  our  country,  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
traitors,  from  whom  we  have  fo  much  to  fear,  you  do  not 
know  then  of  what  importance  fome  notes  may  be  Vv'hich 
I  wifh  to  tranfmit  to  the  prefident.  Send  at  leaft  for  an 
uilier,   that  I  may  entruft  them  to  his  care.' 

The  doors  inftantly  flew  open,  and  I  walked  into  the 
petitioner's  hall,  I  then  enquired  for  one  of  the  ufhers, 
and  was  defired  by  a  fentry,  planted  within  the  hall,  to 
v/ait  till  one  came  out.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  had  al- 
ready paflTed,  when  I  perceived  Rofe  *,  the  very  man 
who  had  brought  me  the  decree  of  the  convention,  re- 
quefting  me  to  repair  to  the  bar,  on  account  of  the  ri- 
diculous accufadon  of  Viard,  whom  I  overwhelmed  with 
confufion  :  I  now  folicitedpermiffion  to  appear  there,  and 
reprefented  Roland's  danger,  as  connected  v.'ith  the  pub- 
lic weal.  But  circumftances  were  no  longer  the  fam.e, 
though  my  rights  were  equally  good:  brfore,  requefled 
refpeelfuUy,  now  a  fuppliant,  how  was  I  to  obtain  the 
lame  fuccefs  .''  Rofe  took  charge  of  my  letter  ;  conceived 
at  once  the  fubjefb,  and  the  greatnefs  of  my  impatience  j 

*  A  Scotchman,  who  was  ufher  to  the  convention^  as  well  as 
to  each  of  the  preceding  airemblies,     Trmif, 
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and  left  me,  in  order  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  to  reqiieft 
that  it  might  be  read  without  delay.  An  hour  elapfed  i 
I  walked  hailily  backwards  and  forwards  ;  and  every  time 
the  door  was  openedj  my  eyes  were  caft  towards  the  hall,  but 
it  was  immediately  fhut  by  the  guard,  and  from  time  to 
time  a  dreadful  noife  afiailed  my  ears.  Rofe  made  his 
appearance  again. — ^  Well  I' — 'Nothing  has  yet  been 
done.  A  tumult  I  cannot  defcribe  prevails  in  the  aflem- 
bly.  Some  petitioners,  at  this  moment  at  the  bar,  de- 
mand the  confinemient  of  the  twenty-two :  I  have  juft 
affifted  Rabaud  in  getdng  out  without  being  feen  :  they 
will  not  confent  to  his  making  the  report  of  the  com- 
mifiionof /■ze7^/i'^;  he  has  been  threatened:  feveral others 
are  making  off*,  nor  can  any  one  fay  what  will  be  the 
event,' — ^  Who  is  preiident?' — *  Heraut-Sechelles.'— • 
*Ah!  my  letter  will  not  be  read.  Send  me  fome  member 
orotherwith  whom  1  mayfpeakafew  words.'-—*  Whom  ?* 
— *  Indeed  I  am  little  acquainted,  or  have  little  efteem  for 
any,  but  thofe  that  are  profcribed.  Tell  Vergniaux  I 
wifh  to  fee  him.' 

Rofe  went  in  quefl  of  him;  at  the  end  of  a  very  con- 
siderable time  he  came ;  and  we  talked  together  for  feven 
or  eight  minutes.  He  then  returned  to  the  hall,  came 
back,  and  faid:  'In  the  prefent  flate  of  the  aflembly,  I 
dare  not  flatter  you  :  you  have  no  great  room  for  hope.  If 
you  get  admiffion  to  the  bar,  you  may  obtain  a  little  more 
favour  as  a  woman ;  but  the  convention  is  no  longer  able 
to  do  any  good.' — ^  It  is  able  to  do  any  thing  it  pleafes,' 
exclaimed  I :  '  for  the  majority  of  Paris  only  defire  to 
know  how  they  ought  to  acl.  If  I  be  admitted,  I  v^il! 
venture  to  fay,  what  you  could  not  utter  without 
expoiing  yourfelf  to  an  impeachment.     As  to  me  I  fear 
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nothing  in  the  world ;  and  if  I  cannot  fave  Roland^  I  will 
ipeak  feme  home  truths,  which  will  not  be  altogether 
ufelefs  to  the  republic.  Inform  your  worthy  colleagues: 
a  courageous  faily  may  have  a  great  dtc6t,  or  at  leaft 
will  ferve  to  fet  a  great  example.' — I  was  indeed,  in  that 
temper  of  mind,  which  imparls  eloquence:  warm  with 
indignation,  and  fuperior  to  all  fear,  my  bofom.  glowing 
for  my'  country,  the  ruin  of  which  I  forefaw,  every 
thing  dear  to  me  in  the  world  at  Hake,  feeling  ftrong- 
]y,  expreffing  my  fentiments  with  fluency,  and  too 
proud  not  to  utter  them  with  dignity,  I  had  the 
moft  important  interefts  to  difcufs,  poirelTed  feme  means 
of  defending  them,  and  was  in  a  Angular  fituation  for 
doing  it  with  advantage. — '  But,  at  any  rate,'  faid  Verg- 
niaux,  *  your  letter  cannot  be  read  this  hour  or  two :  a 
motion  of  fix  articles  is  going  to  be  difculledi  and  pe- 
titioners, deputed  by  the  fedions,  are  waiting  at  the  bar : 
only  think  what  a  tedious  time  you  will  have  to  flay  !'-^ 
'I  will  go  home,  then,  to  know  what  has  been  palTing  there ; 
and  will  immediately  return  :  you  may  tell  our  friends  fo/ 
— '  Moft  of  them  are  abfent :  they  behave  courageoufly, 
when  they  are  here;  but  they  are  deficient  in  alTiduity/ 
— *  That,  alas !  is  but  too  true.' 

I  quitted  Vergniaux,  flew  toLouvet's,  wrote  a  note  to 
Inform  him  of  what  was  going  on,  and  what  I  forefaw 
would  follow  i  threw  myfelf  into  a  hackney-coach,  and 
ordered  it  to  drive  home.  The  wretched  horfes  did  not 
get  on  to  my  mind;  and  we  were  foon  met  by  battalions 
of  national  guards,  whofe  march  ftopped  the  way.  I 
jumped  out  of  the  coach,  paid  the  coachman,  rufhed 
through  the  ranks,  and  made  off.  This  was  near  the 
X-Ouvre,  from  whence  I   ran  to  our  houfe,  which  was 

in 
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in  the  Rue  de  la  Harpe^  oppofite  the  fchool  of  furgery* 
The  porter  whifpered  me,  that  Roland  was  gone  to  the 
landlord's,  at  the  bottom  of  the  court  j  and  thither  I 
repaired,  perfpiring  at  every  pore.  A  glafs  of  wine  was 
brought  me,  and  I  was  told,  that  the  bearer  of  the  war- 
rant having  returned,  without  being  able  to  procure  a 
hearing  at  the  council,  Roland  had  perfifted  in  proteft- 
ing  againfi:  his  orders;  and  that  thefe  good  people,  after 
demanding  his  proteft  in  writing,  had  withdrawn;  in  con- 
fcquence  of  which  Roland  had  come  to  beg  a  pafTage 
through  their  apartments,  and  had  got  out  of  the  houfe 
by  the  back  door.  I  did  the  fame  in  order  to  find  him, 
to  inform  him  of  the  attempt  I  had  made,  and  of  the 
Heps  1  meant  to  purfue.  At  the  fir  ft  houfe  to  which  I 
repaired,  I  found  him  not:  in  the  fecond  I  did.  From 
the  folitude  of  the  ftreets,  which,  by  the  way,  were  illu- 
minated, I  prefumed  that  it  was  late  :  I  prepared  never- 
thelefs  to  return  to  the  convention,  where  I  fhould 
have  taken  care  to  be  ignorant  of  Roland's  efcape,  and 
fhould  have  fpoken  as  I  had  before  intended.  I  was 
going  to  fet  out  on  foot,  without  recollefting,  that  it 
was  pall  ten  o'clock,  and  that  I  was  out  that  day  for  the 
firft  time  fmce  my  ilinefs,  which  demanded  reft  and  the 
bath.  A  hackney-coach  was  brought  me.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Carrcuzei,  I  fav/  nothing  more  of  the 
armed  force,  except  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  few 
rrien,  who  were  ftill  at  the  gate  of  the  national  palace  t 
I  went  up  to  it,  and  found  that  the  fitting  was  at  an  end. 
What !  on  the  day  of  an  infurre6lion,  when  die  found 
of  the  alarm-bell  fcarcely  ceafes  to  itrike  the  ear,  when 
only  two  hours  before  forty  thoufand  men  in  arms  fur- 
rounded  the  convention,  and  pedtioners  threatened  its 
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members  &om  the  bar,  the  alTembly  Is  not  permanent ! — 
Surely  then  it  is  completely  fubjugated !  it  has  done 
every  thing,  that  it  was  ordered !  The  revolutionary 
pwei'  is  fo  predominant,  that  the  convention  dares  not 
oppofe  it,  and  it  flands  itfelf  in  no  need  of  the  convention  ! 
'  Citizens,'  faid  I  to  fome  fans-culottes-  collefted 
round  a  cannon,  '  has  every  thing  gone  well  ?  ' — '  O 
v/onderfuUy  !  they  embraced  each  other,  and  fang  the 
hymn  o(i\\t  Marjeilkis,  there,  under  the  tree  of  liberty.' — 

*  What,  then,  is  the  right  fide  appeafed  ?' — '  Faith,  it 
was  obliged  to  Hften  to  reafon.' — ^  Kn<\  what  of  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve  ?' — ^  It  is  kicked  into  the  ditch.'— 
*And  the  twenty-two?' — '  The  municipality  will  have 
them  taken  up.' — ^ Ay,  but  can   the   municipality.?' — 

*  Why,  body  o'  me,  is  not  the  municipality  the  fovereign  ? 

It  is  hi^h  time  it  fhould,  to  fet  thofe  b of  traitors 

to  rights,  and  fupport  the  common-wealth.' — *  But  will 
the  departments  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  their  reprefenta- 
tives  *  *  *  *' — <  What  are  you  talking  about  ? — the 
Parifians  do  nothing  but  in  concert  with  the  departments  : 
they  faid  fo  to  the  convention.' — ^  That  however  is  not 
quite  fo  certain,  for,  to  know  their  will,  the  primary  af- 
femblies  were  wandng.' — '  Was  there  any  want  of  primary 
affemblies  on  the  loth  of  Augull  ?  Did  not  the  de- 
partments approve  what  Paris  did  then  ?  They  will  do 
the  fame  now  :  it  is  Paris  that  is  faving  them.' — ^  Or  ra- 
ther, it  is  Paris  that  is  ruining  itfelf.' 

I  had  eroded  the  court,  and  was  returning  to  my  hack- 
ney-coach, v/hile  concluding  this  dialogue  with  an  old 
fans-culotte,  who  was  well  paid  no  doubt  for  tutoring  the 
dupes.  A  pretty  dog  follov/ed  ciofe  at  my  heels: — *■  Is 
the  poor  brute  your's  V  faid  the  coachman  with  a 
tone  of  fenfibility  very  uncommon  amongfl  his  fel- 
lows. 
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lows,  which  flruck  me  exceedingly.—^  No :  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  him  :*  anfwered  I  gravely,  as  if  fpeaking 
of  a  man,  but  in  reality  thinking  of  fomething  very  dif- 
ferent :  '  yon  will  iht  me  down  at  the  galleries  of  the 
Louvre.'  There  I  meaned  to  call  on  a  friend,  with 
v/hom  I  intended  to  concert  the  means  of  conveying  Ro- 
land out  of  Paris.  We  had  not  gone  a  dozen  yards  be- 
fore the  coach  flopped.  '  Vv^hat  is  the  matter  ?'  faid  I 
to  the  coachman.—-^  Ah,  he  has  left  me  -,  like  a  fool  j  for 
I  wanted  to  keep  him  for  my  litde  boy.  They  would 
have  been  rare  comipany  for  one  another.  Here! 
Here  !  my  litde  fellow.' — -I  recolleded  the  dog,  and  was 
highly  pleafed  at  having  for  my  coachman,  at  fuch  an 
hour,  a  good-natured  man,  poflefled  of  a  feeling  heart,  and 
a  father.  *  Endeavour  to  catch  him :'  faid  I :  ^  you  llaall 
put  him  into  the  coach,  and  I  will  take  care  of  him.' 
-—The  honeft  feilov/,  quite  delighted,  caught  the 
dog,  opened  the  door,  and  gave  him  to  me  for  a  com- 
panion. The  poor  animal  appeared  fenfible,  that  he  had 
found  prote6lion  and  an  afylum,  and  carelTed  me  with 
great  afFe^Lion.  I  recollefted  the  tale  of  Sandi,  in  which 
he  defcribes  an  old  man,  who  being  weary  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  difgufted  with  their  paffions,  retired  to  a 
wood  i  and  there  conftru6ted  himfelf  a  dwelling,  of  which 
he  enlivened  the  folitude  by  the  fociety  of  feveral  animals^ 
who  repaid  his  cares  with  teftimonies  of  afFeftion,  and 
with  afpecies  of  gratitude,  with  which  he  contented  him- 
felf, for  want  of  meeting  with  Its  like  among  mankind. 

Pafquier  was  juft  gone  to  bed.  He  rofe  ;  I  fubmitted 
to  him  my  plan ;  and  v/e  agreed,  that  he  fhould  call  on 
me  the  next  day  a  litde  after  feven,  when  I  would  let  hinj 
know  where  his  friend  was  to  be  found.     I  ftepped  into 
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my  coach  again,  and  was  proceeding  home,  when  I  was 
flopped  by  the  fentry,  at  the  poft  of  the  Samaritaine  *. 
'Have  a  Iktle  patience:'  faid  the  honeft  coachman  in  a 
whifper,  and  turning  round  on  his  feat: '  it  is  the  cuftom  at 
this  time  of  night.' — The  ferjeant  came,  and  opened  the 
door.  '  Who  have  we  got  here :' — *  il  wom.an.' — • 
*  Whence  do  you  come  ?' — '  From  the  convention.' — 
'  It  is  very  true:'  faid  the  coachman,  putting  in  his  word, 
as  if  he  were  afraid  I  fhould  not  be  beheved. — ^  Whither 
are  you  going  ?' — *  Home.' — ^  Have  you  no  bundles  V — 
'Nothing  at  all,  as  you  may  fee.' — ^  But  the  affembly  is 
broke  up.' — 'Yes :  to  my  forrow,  for  I  had  a  petition  to 
prefent.' — '  A  woman  !  at  this  hour !  it  is  extremely 
ftrange  :  it  is  very  imprudent.' — ^  It  certainly  is  not  a  very 
common  occurrence,  nor  is  it  with  me  a  matter  of  choice, 
I  muft  have  had  ftrong  reafons  for  it.' — 'But,  madam, 
alone  ?' — '  How,  fir,  alone  !  Do  you  not  fee  that  I  have 
miocence  and  truth  for  my  companions  ?  what  would  you 
have  more?' — 'Well!  I  muft  be  contented  with  your 
reafons.' — You  are  quite  in  the  right :'  replied  I,  in  a 
gentler  tone  :  '  for  they  are  good  ones.' 

The  horfes  were  fo  tired,  that  the  coachman  was 
obliged  to  pull  them  by  the  bridle,  to  get  them  up  the 
fteep  part  of  the  Rue  de  la  Harpe.  At  length,  how- 
ever, I  reached  home,  paid  my  coach,  and  had  afcended 
eight  or  ten  fteps,  when  a  man,  who  had  flipped  in  at 
the  gate  unperceived  by  the  porter,  and  who  was  clofe  at 
my  heels,  begged  me  to  condu6l  him  to  citizen  Roland. 
— 'To  his  apartment  I  will  conduft  you  with  pleafure,  if 
you  have  any  thing  advantageous  to  impart :  but  to  hi?n  is 

*  A  fountain  at  one  end  of  the  Pont  Neuf.     Tranf. 

impofllble.* 
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impoffible/ — ^  Why,  I  came  to  let  him  know  that'  thtf 
are  abfolutely  determined  to  put  him  in  confinement  this 
very  evening.'— '^  They  muft  be  cunning  indeed  if  they 
accompliil"!  their  purpofe.'— ^  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  it ; 
for  it  is  an  honeft  citizen  you  are  fpeaking  to.' — *Well 
and  good/  faid  I,  and  went  up  ftairs^  without  well  know-- 
ing  what  to  think  of  the  matter. 

I  may  be  aH^ed,  why,  under  fuch  clrcumftances,  I  re- 
turned  to  the  houfe  ?  nor  is  the  queftion   irrelevant  i 
for  (lander  had  attacked  me  too,  and  malevolence  might 
diredl  its  fhafts  againil  my  bofom  j  but  to  give  a  proper 
anfwer  to  it,   the  flate  of  my  mind  ought  to  be  com-^ 
pletely  developed j  and  that  would  require  details,  which 
I  referve  for  a  future  period :  their   refults  will  be  all  I 
fliall  notice  at  prefent.     I  have  naturally  an  averfion  to 
every  thing  inconfiilent  with  the  grand,  bold,  and  ingenu- 
ous proceedings  of  innocence :  an  effort  to  efcape  from  the 
hand  of  injuftice  would  be  to  me  more  painful,  than  any 
thing  it  can  in  Aid.     In  the  laft  tw^o  months  of  Roland's 
adminiftration,  our  friends  often  urged  us  to  quit  the  hotel, 
and  three  feveral  times  they  found  means  to  make  us  lleep 
from  home;  but  it  Vv'as  always  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
tion.    It  v/as  an  affaffinatlon  that  was  then  apprehended  j 
but  I  was  of  opinion,  that  no  one  v/ould  readily  under- 
take to  violate  the  afylum  of  a  man  invcfted  v/ith  a  public 
office;  and  if  there  were  villains  bold  enough  t6  attempt 
fuch  a  crime,  it  appeared  to  m.e,  that  its  perpetration 
•would  not  be  altogether  ufelefs.     At  all  events,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  minifter  to  be  at  his  poft,  for  there  his 
death  would  cry  aloud  for  vengeance,  and  be  a  leiTon  to 
the  republic  ;  while  it  was  pofTible  to  reach  his  life  when 
abroad,  with  equal  advantage  to  the  devifers  of  the  deed, 
but  with  lefs  benefit  to  the  public  weal,  and  lefs  glory  to 

the 
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the  viiflim.  Such  reafoning,  I  am  well  aware,  will  be 
deemed  abfurd  by  thofe  who  prefer  life  to  all  things : 
but  he,  who  fets  any  value  on  his  exiftence  in  a  period  of 
revolution,  will  fet  none  on  virtue,  on  honour,  or  on  his 
country.  Accordingly  I  refufed  to  leave  the  hotel  in  the 
month  of  January  j  Roland's  bed  v/as  in  my  chamber, 
that  we  might  both  undergo  the  fame  fate:  and  under 
my  pillow  I  kept  a  piftol,  not  to  kill  thofe  who  might 
come  to  murder  us,  but  to  fecure  myfelf  from  their  out- 
rages, if  they  offered  to  lay  hands  upon  my  perfon. 

When  out  of  office  the  obligation  was  no  longer  the 
fame,  and  I  thought  it  right  in  Roland  to  fhun  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  and  the  clutches  of  his  enemies.  As  to 
me,  they  had  not  an  equal  intereft  in  doing  me  a  mifchief : 
killing  me  would  be  incurring  an  odium  they  did  not 
defirej  and  my  commitment  to  prifon  would  be  of  little 
fervice  to  them,  and  to  me  no  great  misfortune.  If  they 
fiiould  feel  any  fenfe  of  Ihame,  wifh  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  form,  and  begin  the  bufmefs  by  making  me  un- 
dergo an  examination,  I  fhould  find  no  difiiculty  in  con- 
founding them;  and  my  anfwers  might  even  ferve  to 
dilpel  more  rapidly  the  delufion  of  thofe  who  were 
only  milled  in  regard  to  Roland.  If  they  fhould  dare  to  go 
the  length  of  another  fecond  of  September,  it  could  only  be 
becaufe  all  the  honeil  members  of  the  convention  would 
be  alfo  in^heir  power,  and  becaufe  all  would  be  loft  at  Paris, 
In  that  cafe  I  fhould  prefer  death,  to  living  a  witnefs  of  my 
country's  ruin  ;  and  glory  in  being  comprehended  among 
the  glorious  vi6tims  facrificed  to  guilty  fury.  That  fury, 
glutted  by  my  deftru6lion,  would  be  lefs  violent  againft 
Roland,  who,  if  once  faved  from  this  crifis,  might  flill 
render  great  lervices  to  the  public  in  other  parts  of 

Par 2:  L  C  France, 
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France.  Thus,  of  two  things  one  was  lure  to  happens 
cither  I  might  only  rifque  imprifonment  and  a  trial,  which 
would  redound  to  my  hulband's  and  my  country's  good ; 
or  elfe,  if  I  were  doomed  to  periih,  it  would  be  under  cir* 
cumftances  in  which  life  itfelf  would  be  a  burthen. 

I  have  an  amiable  daughter.  I  fuckled  her  myfelf  *. 
I  have  brought  her  up  with  the  enthufiaflic  anxiety 
of  maternal  love.  I  have  fet  before  her  fuch  ex- 
amples, as  at  her  age  will  not  be  forgotten;  and  doubt 
not  but  (he  will  make  a  good  and  accomplifhed  woman. 
Her  educadon  may  be  completed  without  my  afliftance, 
and  her  father  will  derive  confolation  from  her  exiftence ; 
but  fhe  will  never  feel  my  ftrong  afFedions;  Ihe  will 
never  know  my  pains,  nor  my  pleafures :  and  yet  were  I  to 
be  born  again,  and  to  have  my  choice  of  difpofi- 
tions,  I  would  not  change  my  temper  of  mind,  but  would 
a(k  of  the  gods  to  make  me  fuch  as  I  am.  Since 
Roland's  refignation,  I  had  lived  fo  fecluded  from 
the  world,  that  I  had  fcarccly  the  fmalleft  in- 
tercourfe  with  any  human  creature:  the  family  atone 
houfe,  in  which  I  might  have  concealed  myfelf,  was  gone 
into  the  country  j  in  another  there  was  a  fick  perfon^ 
which  rendered  the  admiffion  of  a  new  guefl  difficult  i 
and  that  in  which  Roland  lay  hidden,  could  not  accommo- 
date me  without  the  greateft  inconvenience ;  it  would  be- 
lides  have  been  fufpicious,  if  not  impolitic,  for  me 
to  have  been  in  the  fame  place  with  him ;  and,  in  the  laft 
place,  I  (hould  even  have  been  forry  to  abandon  my  fer- 
vants.  I  therefore  returned  home,  quieted  their  uneafinels, 
already  excited  to   a   confiderable  degree,   kifTed  my 

*  In  France  it  was  unufual  for  any  but  women  of  the  very 
ioweft  clafles  to  fuckle  their  children.        Tranf, 

child. 
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child,  and  took  my  pen,  to  write  a  note,  which  I  intend- 
ed to  difpatch  early  in  the  morning  to  my  hufband. 

Scarcely  had  I  fat  down,  when  I  heard  a  knock  at  the 
door.  It  was  about  midnight.  A  numerous  deputation 
of  the  commune  appeared,  and  inquired  for  Roland.— 
*  He  is  not  at  home.' — '  But,'  faid  the  perfon  who  wore 
an  officer's  gorget,  '  where  can  he  be  ?  when  will  he  re- 
turn ?  You  are  acquainted  with  his  habits,  and  can  judge 
of  the  hour  of  his  coming  home.' — ^I  know  not,'  replied 
I,  *  whether  your  orders  authorife  you  to  afk  fuch  quef- 
tions  i  but  this  I  know,  that  nothing  can  oblige  me  to 
anfwer  them.  As  Roland  left  the  houfe  while  I 
was  at  the  convention,  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to 
make  me  his  confidante.     This  is  all  I  have  to  fay.' 

The  whole  troop  withdrew  much  diflatisfied ;  but  I 
perceived  that  a  fentry  was  left  at  my  door,  and  a  guard 
at  that  of  the  houfe.  I  therefore  inferred,  that  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fummon  ftrength  to  fupport  the 
word  that  might  happen.  Being  overcome  with  fa- 
tigue, I  ordered  fupper,  finillied  my  letter^  entrufted  it  to 
my  faithful  maid,  and  retired  to  bed.  I  flept  foundly  for 
about  an  hour,  when  a  fervant  came  into  my  chamber, 
to  inform  me,  that  fome  gentlemen  of  the  fe6lion  re- 
quefted  me  to  ftep  into  the  adjoining  apartment.  *  I  un- 
derftand  what  it  means,'  replied  I:  'go,  child  j  I  will 
not  make  them  wait.*  I  fprung  out  of  bed,  and  was 
drefllng  myfelf  when  my  maid  came  in,  and  exprclled  her 
furprife  at  my  being  at  the  pains  to  put  on  any  thing 
more  than  my  bed-gown. — ^  When  people  are  going 
abroad,' faid  I,  'they  Ihouldatleafl  be  decent.' — The  poor 
woman  looked  in  my  face,  and  the  tears  gulhed  from  her 
eyes.     I  went  into  the  next  room. 

C  2  'We 
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*  We  come,  Citoyenne,  to  take  you  into  cuftody,  and  to 
put  feals  upon  your  property.' — *  Where  is  your  autho- 
rity ?' — ^  Here,'  faid  a  man,  taking  out  of  his  pocket  a 
warrant  from  the  revolutionary  committee  *,  ordering  me 
to  be  committed  to  the  Abbey,  without  fpecifying  any  mo- 
tive for  my  arreft,  '  I  have  a  right  to  tell  you,  like  Roland, 
thati  know  nothing  of  your  committee,  that  L  will  not  obey 
its  orders,  and  that  you  (ball  not  take  me  hence,  unlefs 
by  violence.' — *  Here  is  another  order,'  faid  a  little  hard- 
featured  man,  in  great  hafte,  and  in  a  commanding  tone 
lof  voice,  reading  to  me  one  from  the  commune,  which 
directed  alfo,  without  alleging  any  charge,  the  commit- 
ment of  both  Roland  and  his  wife.  In  the  m.ean  time 
I  deliberated,  whether  I  fliould  carry  my  refill- 
ance  to  the  utmoft,  or  quietly  refign  myfelf  into  their 
hands.  1  had  a  right  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  law,  which 
prohibits  nofturnal  arrefts ;  and  if  the  lav/,  which  autho- 
rifes  the  m.unicipality  to  feize  fufpedted  perfons  were  urged, 
I  might  retort  the  illegality  of  the  municipality  itfelf^ 
cafhiered  and  created  anew  by  an  arbitrary  power.  But 
then  this  power  is  in  a  manner  fanflioned  by  the  citizens 
of  Paris ;  the  law  is  no  more  than  an  empty  name,  em- 
ployed for  the  purpofe  of  trampling  more  fecurely  on  the 
moft  ackovvledged  rights ;  and  violence  prevails,  to 
which,  if  I  had  compelled  thefe  brutes  to  refort, 
they  might  have  prefer ved  no  bounds  in  it^  applica- 
tion. Refinance  therefore  was  vain,  and  could  fcrve 
only  to  expofe  me  to  indignities  and  infult. 

<  How  do  you  mean  to  proceed,  gentlemen  ?' — '  We 

*  The  author  means  the  committee  of  infurredion  of  the  com- 
ranne  of  the  3  ift  of  May. 
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have  fent  for  a  jufllce  of  peace  of  the  fe6tlon,  and  you  fee. 
here  a  detachment  of  his  armed  force.' — The  juftice  of 
peace  came,  went  into  the  parlour,  and  fcaled  up  every 
thing,  even  to  the  windows  and  the  drawers  containing 
linen.  One  ftrange  fellow  would  have  had  xht  forte  piano 
fealed  up  too,  but  he  was  told  it  was  a  mufical  in- 
ftrument ;  he  then  drew  out  a  foot  rule,  and  took  its 
dimiCnfions,  as  if  he  intended  it  for  fome  particular 
place.  1  afked  leave  to  take  out  my  daughter's  clothes, 
and  made  up  a  fmall  packet  of  night-clothes  for  myfelf. 
In  the  mean  time  fifty  or  a  hundred  perfons  were  pafling 
backwards  and  forwards  condnually,  completely  filled 
two  rooms,  crowded  every  place,  and  might  eafily  have 
concealed  malevolent  perfons  difpofed  either  to  depofit 
or  to  carry  any  thing  away.  The  atmofphere  became  in- 
feded  with  noifome  exhalations,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
retire  to  the  window  of  the  ann-chamber  for  a  little  frelh 
air.  The  officer  not  daring  to  lay  his  commands  upon  this 
crowd,  requefted  them  now  and  then  in  gentle  terms  to 
withdraw,  which  only  ferved  to  produce  the  exchange 
of  one  fet  of  perfons  for  another.  Sitting  down  at  my 
bureau,  I  wrote  to  a  friend  concerning  my  fituation,  and  to 
recommend  my  daughter  to  his  care.  I  was  folding  up 
the  letter,  when  Mr.  Nicaud,  the  bearer  of  the  order  from 
the  commune,  told  me  it  wasnecelTary  I  (hould  read  what  I 
had  written  to  them,  and  let  them  know  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dreffed. — 'I  have  no  objecftion  to  read  it,  if  that  will  fatisfy 
you.' — *No,  it  would  be  better  to  let  us  know  to  whom 
you  are  writing.' — ^I  fhall  do  no  fuch  thing :  the  title  of  my 
friend  is  not  of  a  nature,  at  prefent,  to  induce  me,  to 
name  the  perfon  on  whom  I  bellow  it ;'  and  on  my  faying 
this  I  tore  the  letter  to  pieces.    While  I  turned  myfelf 
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from  them,  they  gathered  up  the  fragments,  in  order 
to  feal  them  up :  a  Itupid  precaution,  which  tempted  me 
to  laugh ;  for  the  letter  was  without  an  addrefs. 

At  length,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  I  left  my  daughter 
and  my  fervants,  after  having  exhorted  them  to  be  pa- 
tient and  calm,  and  feeling  myfelf  more  honoured  by  their 
tears,  than  dejedled  by  the  opprefilon  of  which  I  was  the 
vid:im. — *  You  have  people  there,  who  love  you  :'  faid 
one  of  the  commiffioners. — ^  I  never  had  any  about  me 
who  did  not :'  replied  I,  while  walking  down  Hairs. 
From  the  bottom  of  the  flair-cafe  to  the  coach,  which 
was  drawn  up  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  I  found 
two  ranks  of  armed  citizens  j  and  proceeded  gravely 
with  meafured  fleps,  and  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon  thefe 
pufillanimous  or  deluded  men.  7  he  armed  force  fol- 
lowed the  coach  in  two  files  j  while  the  wretched  po- 
pulace, deceived,  and  maflacred  in  the  perfons  of  its 
true  friends,  flopped  as  I  paffed  by,  attradled  by  the 
fight,  and  feveral  of  the  women  exclaimed,  ^  Away  with  her 
to  the  guillotine.''—^  Shall  we  draw  up  the  blinds  V  faid 
one  of  the  commiffioners  very  civilly. — ^  No,  gendemen, 
innocence,  however  opprefTed,  never  puts  on  the  guife  of 
criminality  :  1  fear  not  the  eye  of  any  one,  nor  will  I 
conceal  myfelf  from  any  perfon's  view.'— ^*  You  have 
more  flrength  of  mind  than  many  men :  you  wait  pa-!-* 
tiendy  for  juflice.' — '  Juftice !  Were  juftice  done  I 
fhould  not  DC  now  in  your  hands :  but  fhould  an  ini- 
quitous procedure  fend  me  to  the  fcaffold,  I  fhall  walk 
to  it  with  the  fame  firmnefs  and  tranquillity  with  which  I 
now  go  to  prifon.  My  heart  bleeds  for  my  country  j  and 
I  regret  my  miftake  in  fuppofing  it  qualified  for  liberty  and 
happinefs :  but  life  1  appreciate  at  its  due  value  j  I  never 
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feared  aught  but  guilt ;  and  injuflicc  and  death  I  de- 
Ipife.' — The  poor  commiffioners  underflood  but  little 
of  this  language,  and  probably  thought  it  very  arifto- 
cratic. 

We  arrived  at  the  Abbey,  the  theatre  of  thofe  bloody 
fcenes,  the  revival  of  which  the  jacobins  have  for  fome 
time  preached  up  with  fo  much  fervour.  Five  or 
fix  field  beds,  with  as  many  men  ftrctched  on  them,  In 
a  dark  and  dreary  room,  were  the  firft  objefts  that 
ftruck  my  fight.  After  paffing  the  wicket,  every  thing 
feemed  in  motion ;  and  my  guides  made  me  afcend  a 
dirty  and  narrow  flair-cafe.  At  length  we  came  to 
the  keeper's  apartment,  and  found  him  in  a  kind  of  little 
parlour,  kept  tolerably  clean,  where  he  offered  me  a  feat. 
'  Where  is  my  room  ?'  faid  I  to  his  wife,  a  corpulent 
woman,  of  an  agreeable  countenance. — '  Madam,  I  did 
not  exped  you :  I  have  no  room  as  yet :  but  in  the 
mean  time  you  will  remain  here.'  —  The  commif- 
fioners went  into  the  adjoining  room,  directed  an  entry  of 
their  warrant  to  be  made,  and  gave  their  verbal  orders, 
Thefe,  I  afterwards  learnt,  were  very  fevere,  and  often 
renewed  afterwards,  but  they  durft  not  give  them  in 
writing ;  and  the  keeper  knew  his  trade  too  well  literally 
to  obferve  what  he  was  under  no  obligation  lo  perform. 
He  is  an  adlive,  obliging,  and  civil  man,  and  in 
fulfilling  his  official  duties  does  every  thing  that  hu- 
manity or  juflice  can  demand. — *What  would  you 
choofe  for  breakfaft?' — '  A  litde  capillaire  and  water.' 

The  commiffioners  withdrew,  obferving  to  me,  that 
if  Roland  were  not  guilty,  there  could  have  been  no  oc- 
cafion  for  him  to  abfcond. — *  It  is  fo  ftrange  to  fufpefh 
a  man,  who  has  rendered  fuch  important  fervices  to  the 
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caufe  of  liberty  j  there  is  fomething  (o  abominable  in 
calumniating,  and  perfecuting  with  fuch  bitter  rage,  a 
minifter  whofe  condu6t  is  fo  open,  and  whofe  accounts 
are  fo  clear,  that  he  is  fully  juftified  in  avoiding  the  laft 
outrages  of  envy.  Juft  as  Ariftides.  and  fevere  as  Cato, 
it  is  to  his  virtues  he  is  indebted  for  his  enemies.  Their 
fury  knows  no  bounds :  but  let  them  fatiate  it  on  me  :  I 
defy  its  power,  and  devote  myfelf  to  death.  It  is  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  fave  himfelf  for  the  fake  of  his  coun- 
try, to  which  he  may  yet  be  capable  of  rendering  im- 
portant fervices.'  —  An  awkard  bow,  in  which  their 
confufion  was  evident,  was  the  only  anfwer  the  gen- 
tlemen thought  fit  to  make  me. 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  fat  down  to  breakfall, 
and  in  the  mean  time  a  bed-chamber  was  haftily  put  in 
order^  into  which  I  was  introduced. — '  You  may  remain 
here,  madam,  the  whole  day;  and  if  I  cannot  get  an 
apartment  ready  for  you  this  evening,  as  we  are  rather 
crowded,  a  bed  Ihall  be  made  up  in  the  parlour.' — After 
faying  this,  the  keeper's  wife  made  fome  civil  oblerva- 
tions  on  the  regret  Ihe  felt  whenever  a  perfon  of  her 
own  fex  arrived,  *  for,'  added  fhe,  '  they  have  not  all  your 
ferene  countenance,  madam.'— -I  thanked  her  with  a 
fmile;  and  llie  locked  me  in. 

Well,  then,  I  am  in  prifon,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  fitting 
down,  and  falling  into  the  deepeft  reverie.  The  mo- 
ments that  followed  I  would  not  exchange  for  thofe 
which  others  may  efleem  the  happieil  of  my  life, 
nor  will  they  ever  be  erafed  from  my  memory.  In  a 
critical  fituation,  and  with  a  flormy  and  precarious 
period  in  view,  they  made  me  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
honefty  and  fortitude,  in  union  with  a   good   confci- 
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ence,  and  firm  temper  of  mind.  Hitherto  impelled  by 
circumftances,  my  adtions,  in  this  crifis,  had  been  the 
refult  of  ftrong  feelings,  hurrying  me  away.  How  grate- 
ful to  find  their  efFe6ts  juftified  by  the  fober  operation  of 
reafon!  I  recalled  the  paft  to  my  mind:  I  calculated 
future  events :  and  if,  while  liftening  to  a  tender  heart, 
I  fometimes  felt  too  powerful  an  afi^eftion,  I  did  not  dif- 
cover  one  that  could  fufflife  my  cheek  with  a  blufh ; 
not  one,  but  what  ferved  to  keep  alive  my  courage, 
nor  one  that  my  reafon  was  not  able  to  fubdue.  I  de- 
voted myfelfi  if  I  may  fo  fay,  voluntarily  to  my  defliny, 
whatever  it  might  be  :  I  defied  its  rigour,  and  fixed  my- 
felf  firmly  in  that  Hate  of  mind,  in  which  we  only  feek 
employment  for  the  prefent,  without  giving  ourfelves 
any  concern  about  the  future.  But  this  tranquillity  with 
regard  to  what  concerned  me  alone,  1  did  not  even  en- 
deavour to  extend  to  the  fate  of  my  country,  and  of 
my  friends :  I  waited  for  the  evening  paper,  and  liftened 
to  the  noife  in  the  flreet  with  inexpreffible  anxiety.  I 
did  not  however  negleft  to  make  inquiry  concerning 
my  new  fituation,  and  what  portion  of  liberty  was  left 
me. — *  May  I  write  ?  May  I  fee  any  body  ?  What  will 
be  my  expences  here  ?'  were  my  firfl  queftions.  Lavac- 
querie,  the  keeper,  acquainted  me  with  the  diredions 
given  him,  and  the  liberty  he  could  venture  to  take 
with  orders  of  that  kind.  I  wrote  to  my  faithful  maid, 
to  come  and  fee  me  j  but  it  was  agreed  that  Ihe  fhould 
keep  this  indulgence  a  fecret. 

The  firft  vifit  I  received  at  the  Abbey  was  from 
•Grandpre,  on  the  day  of  my  arrival. — *  You  fhould  write 
to  the  afifembly,'  faid  he :  *  have  you  not  yet  been  think- 
ing of  it  ?' — *  No  :   and  now  you  put  me  in  mind, 
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I  do  not  fee  how  I  fhall  be  able  to  get  my  letter  read  ^' 
— '  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  alTift  you.' — '  Very  well :  tlien 
I  will  write.' — '  Do  fo.  I  will  return  in  two  hours,'— 
He  left  me,  and  I  wrote  as  follows. 

*  Madame  Roland  to  the  National  Convention. 

Abbey  Prlfon,  June  1^  1793. 

'<  LEGISLATORS  !  I  have  juft  been  torn  from 
fny  home,  from  the  arms  of  my  daughter,  a  girl  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  am  detained  in  the  Abbey, 
by  virtue  of  orders  which  affign  no  caufe  for  my  con- 
finement. Thofe  orders  were  ilTued  by  a  revolutionary 
committee;  and  commiffioners  of  the  commune,  who 
accompanied  thofe  of  the  committee,  Ihewed  me  others 
from  the  council  general,  which  were  equally  defedlive.*" 
Thus  am  I  placed  in  the  light  of  a  culprit  before  the 
eyes  of  the  public.  I  was  dragged  to  prifon  with  great 
parade,  in  the  midft  of  an  oflentatious  guard,  and  of 
a  mifled  populace,  fome  of  whom  were  for  fending  me 
to  the  fcaffold ;  without  my  condu6lors  being  able  to  af- 
fign to  me  or  to  any  other  perfon  the  reafon  why  I  was 
prefumed  a  criminal,  and  treated  accordingly.  This  is 
not  all.  The  bearer  of  the  orders  of  the  commune  made  no 
ufe  of  them  except  in  regard  to  myfelf,  and  to  make  me 
fign  minutes  of  what  paffed :  as  foon  as  I  quitted  my 
apartment,  I  was  delivered  over  to  the  commiffioners 
of  the  revolutionary  committee,  who  conduced  me  to 
the  Abbey ;  and  on  their  warrant  alone  I  was  conftituted 
a  prifoner.     An  attefted  copy  of  that  warrant,  figned  by 

*  The  words  between  double  commas  had  been  changed. 
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a  fingle  individual  pofTefTing  no  office,  is  here  fub- 
joined.  Every  thing  in  my  houfe  has  been  fealed  up ; 
and  while  that  was  doing,  which  was  from  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  feven,  a  crowd  of  citizens  filled  my 
apartment.  If,  among  the  number,  there  were  any  ma- 
licious perfon,  capable  of  privately  flipping  falfe  evi- 
dence into  a  library  open  in  every  part,  he  could  not 
want  an  opportunity; 

•  As  early  as  yefterday,  the  fame  committee  fought  to 
put  the  late  minifter  under  arreft,  though  the  laws  ren- 
der him  accountable  to  you  alone  for  the  adbs  of  his 
adminiftration,  and  though  he  has  been  inceflantly  fo- 
liciting  an  enquiry. 

*  Roland  had  protefted  againft  the  order,  and  the 
bearers  of  it  had  withdrawn.  He  had  afterwards  left 
his  houfe,  to  fpare  Errour  a  crime,  while  I  was  on  my 
way  to  the  convention,  to  give  it  information  of  thofe  at- 
tempts i  but  it  was  in  vain  that  I  procured  the  tranfmiffion 
of  a  letter  to  the  prefident :  it  was  not  read.  I  went 
thither  to  dermndjujlice  and  frote^ion  :  I  demand  them 
again,  and  with  ftronger  claims,  for  I  too  am  opprelT- 
cd.  I  demand  of  the  convention,  to  order  an  account 
of  the  caufe  and  the  manner  of  my  being  apprehended, 
to  be  laid  before  itj  and  I  demand  its  decifion.  If  it 
confirm  my  arreft,  I  appeal  to  the  law  which  ordains 
the  declaration  of  the  crime,  and  the  examination  of 
the  prifoner  within  twenty- four  hours  from  the  time  of 
his  caption.  And  in  the  laft  place,  I  demand  a  report 
on  the  accounts  of  that  irreproachable  man,  who  exhi- 
bits an  inftance  of  perfecution  unheard  of  before,  and 
who  feems  deftined  to  give  to  all  Europe  the  terrible 
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le/Ton  of  virtue  prbfcribed  by  the  blindnefs  of  infuriate 

prejudice. 

*  If  to  have  fhared  the  ftridlnefs  of  his  principles, 
the  energy  of  his  mind,  and  the  ardour  of  his  love  of 
liberty,  ''be  a  crime  ;  I  plead  guilty,  and  await  my  pu- 
nifliment.  Pronounce  fentence,  legillators:  France, 
freedom,  the  fate  of  the  jf-epublic,  and  of  yourfelves, 
depend  on  this  day's  diftribution  of  that  juftice,  which 
it  is  yours  to  diipenfe/ 

The  agitation,  in  which  I  had  paffed  the  preceding 
night,  made  me  feel  extreme  fatigue.  I  delired  to 
have  a  chamber  that  very  evening ;  and  obtained  one, 
of  which  I  took  pofleffion  ac  ten  o'clock.  When  I  en- 
tered it,  and  found  myfelf  furrounded  by  four  dirty  walls, 
in  the  midft  of  which  was  a  bed  without  curtains ;  when  I 
perceived  a  double-grated  window ;  and  when  I  was  af» 
failed  by  that  fmell,  which  a  perfon  accuflomed  to  an 
apartment  extremely  clean,  always  finds  in  thofe  that  are 
not  fo,  I  was  fenfible  that  I  was  indeed  an  inhabitant 
of  a  prifon,  and  that  I  had  no  pleafure  to  expecfl  from 
Hich  a  fituation.  My  room,  however,  was  fufEciently 
Ipacious  J  there  was  a  fire-place  j  the  bed-clothes  were 
tolerable ;  a  pillow  was  given  me  j  and  ellimating  things, 
in  themfelves,  without  entering  into  comparifons,  I  deem- 
ed myfelf  not  altogether  badly  accommodated.  I  went 
to  bed  fully  refolved  to  remain  in  it  as  long  as  I  Ihould 
find  myfelf  comfortable  there ;  and  was  not  up  at  ten 
in  the  morning,  when  Grandpre  arrived.  He  did  not 
appear  lefs  affeded,  but  more  uneafy,  than  the  pre- 
ceding evening  s  and  caft  a  mournful  look  around  the 
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wretched  room,  which  already  appeared  tolerable  to  me,  for 
I  had  flept  in  it. 

'  How  did  you  pafs  the  night  ?'  faid  he  with  the  tears 
(landing  in  his  eyes. — *  I  was  repeatedly  waked  by  the 
noife ;  but  fell  afleep  again  as  foon  as  it  was  over,  in 
fpite  even  of  the  alarm-bell,  which  T  thought  I  heard 
this  morning. —Ha  ! — is  it  not  founding  ftiil  ?' — '  Why 
I  thought  fo  : — but  it  is  nothing.' — '  Be  it  as  it  pleafes 
heaven :  if  they  kill  me,  it  fhall  be  in  this  bed  j 
for  I  am  fo  weary,  that  here  I  will  expeft  my  fate.  Is  any 
thing  new  brought  forward  againft  the  members  ?' — '  No. 
I  have  brought  back  your  letter.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  well 
as  Champagneux's,  that  the  beginning  fhouldbe  foftened. 
Here  is  what  we  propofe  to  fubllitute  j  and  then  you 
Ihould  write  a  line  or  two  to  the  minifter  of  the  home 
department,  that  he  may  tranfmit  your  letter  officially, 
which  would  enable  me  the  better  to  folicit  its  being 
read.' — I  took  the  paper  j  looked  at  it ;  and  faid  to 
him,  *  If  I  thought  my  letter  would  be  read  as  it  now 
Hands,  fo  it  fhould  remain,  even  were  I  fure  of  its  be- 
ing attended  with  no  advantage  to  myfelf;  for  it  is 
hardly  poflible  to  hope  for  juftice  from  the  convention. 
The  truths  addrelTed  to  it  are  not  for  an  aflembly  which 
is  at  prefent  incapable  of  putting  them  in  pradlice ;  but 
they  Ihould  be  uttered,  that  they  may  be  heard  by  the 
departments.* 

I  perceived,  that  my  exordium  might  prevent  the 
reading  of  the  letter,  and  that  confequently  it  would 
be  a  folly  to  let  it  ftand  :  I  therefore  omitted  the  firft 
three  paragraphs,  and  fubflituted  what  was  propofed  to 
me  in  their  ftead.  As  to  the  minifter's  interference,  I 
was  fenfible  it  would  fender  the  proceeding  more  re- 
gular : 
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■gular :  and  though  Garat  fcarcely  deferved  the  honour 
of  being  written  to,  I  knew  how  to  do  it  without  lef- 
fening  myfelf,  and  addrefied  him  in  the  following  lines. 

*  To  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  Department. 

*  THE  part  of  adminiftration  allotted  to  you,  citi? 
zen,  gives  you  a  right  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  to  denounce  their  violadon  by  authorities 
that  hold  them  in  contempt.  I  am  perfuaded,  a 
fcnfe  of  juftice  will  make  you  happy  to  tranfmit  to  the 
convention  the  complaints  I  have  but  too  much  occa- 
Hon  to  make  a^ainft  the  oppreffion,  of  which  I  am  the 
victim.* 

"RIfing  about  noon,  I  confidered  how  I  fhould  ar- 
range  my   new  apartment.      With    a  clean   napkin  I 
covered  a  little  paltry  table,  which  I  placed  near  my 
window,  intending  that  it  fhould  ferve  me  ^or  a  bureau, 
and  refolved  to  eat  my  meals  on  a  corner  of  the  chim- 
ney-piece, that  I  might  keep  the  table  clean,  and  in 
order,  for  writing.      Two  large  hat-pins,   Ituck    inta 
the  boards,  ferved  me  as  a  port  manteau.     In  my  poc- 
ket I  had  Thomfon's  Seafons,    a  work   which  I   was 
fond  of  on  more  than  one  account  j  and  T  made  a  me- 
morandum of  fuch  other  books  as  I  lliould  wifh  to  pro- 
cure.     Firft,  Plutarch's  Lives  of  Illuftrious  Perfons, 
which  at  eight  years  of  age  I  ufed  to  carry  to  church 
inftead  of  the  Exercifes   of  the  holy  week,  and  which 
I    had    not    read  regularly    fince   that    early  period: 
then  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  and  Sheridan's  Dic- 
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tionary,  in  order  to  improve  myfelf  in  the  Englifn  lan- 
guage. I  would  rather  have  continued  to  read  Mrs. 
Macaulay  -,  but  the  perfon,  who  had  lent  me  fome  of 
the  firfl.  volumes,  was  not  at  homej  and  I  fhould 
not  have  known  v/here  to  enquire  for  the  work, 
as  I  had  already  tried  in  vain  to  get  it  from  the 
bookfellers.  I  could  not  avoid  fmiling  at  my  peaceful 
prepararions ;  for  there  was  a  great  tumult  in  the  town  : 
the  drums  were  continually  beating  to  arms,  and  I  knew 
not  what  might  be  the  event.  At  any  rate,  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  they  will  not  prevent  my  living  to  my  laft  mo- 
ment :  more  happy  in  my  confcious  innocence,  than  they 
can  be  with  the  rage  that  animates  them.  If  they  come, 
I  will  advance  to  meet  them,  and  go  to  death  as  a  man 
would  go  to  repofe. 

The  keeper's  wife  came  to  Invite  me  to  her  apart- 
ment, where  (he  had  direfled  my  cloth  to  be  laid,  that 
I  might  dine  in  better  air.  On  repairing  thither,  I  found 
my  faithful  maid,  who  threw  herfelf  into  my  arms, 
bathed  in  tears,  and  half  fuffocated  by  her  fobs.  I 
could  not  avoid  melting  into  tendernefs  and  forrow. 
I  almoft  upbraided  myfelf  with  my  previous  tranquillity, 
when  I  reflefted  on  the  anxiety  of  thofe  who  were  at- 
tached to  me ;  and  when  1  defcribed  to  myfelf  the  an- 
guifh  firft  of  one  friend,  and  then  of  another,  my  heart 
was  rent  by  the  keeneft  fenfations  of  grief.  Poor  wo- 
man !  how  many  tears  have  I  caufed  her  to  fhed  !  and 
for  what  does  not  an  attachment  like  her's  atone  ?  In 
the  common  intercourfe  of  life  fiie  fometimes  treats  me 
roughly,  but  it  is  when  flie  thinks  me  too  negligent  of 
what  may  contribute  to  my  health  or  happinefs;  and 
when  1  am  in  diftrefs,  the  office  of  complaining  is  her's, 
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and  that  of  confoling  mine.  There  was  no  getting  rid  of 
fo  inveterate  a  habit.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  to  her 
that,  by  giving  way  to  her  grief,  fhe  would  be  lefs  ca- 
pable of  rendering  me  fervice ;  that  fhe  was  more  ufe- 
ful  to  me  without,  than  within  the  walls  of  the  prifon, 
where  fhe  begged  me  to  permit  her  to  remain  ;  and  that, 
upon  the  whole,  1  was  far  from  being  fo  unfortunate  as  fhe 
imagined,  which  indeed  was  true.  Whenever  I  have  been 
ill,  I  have  experienced  a  particular  kind  of  ferenity,  un~ 
queftionably  proceeding  from  my  mode  of  contemplat- 
ing things,  and  from  the  law  I  have  laid  down  for  my- 
felf,  of  always  fubmitting  quietly  to  necelTity,  inflead  of 
revolting  againfl  it.  The  moment  I  take  to  my  bed, 
every  duty  feems  at  an  end,  and  no  folicitude  whatever 
has  any  hold  upon  me  :  I  am  only  bound  to  be  there, 
and  to  remain  there  with  refignation,  which  I  do  with  a 
very  good  grace,  I  give  freedom  to  my  imagination ; 
I  call  up  agreeable  imprelTions,  pleafing  remembrances, 
and  ideas  of  happinefs ;  all  exertions,  all  reafonings,  and 
all  calculations,  I  difcard :  giving  myfelf  up  entirely 
to  nature,  and,  peaceful  like  her,  I  fufFer  pain  without 
impatience,  and  feek  repofc  or  cheerfulnefs.  I  find  that 
imprifonment  produces  on  me  nearly  the  fame  effedl  as 
difeafe  :  I  am  only  bound  to  be  in  prifon,  and  what  great 
hardfhip  is  there  in  it?  I  am  not  fuch  very  bad  com- 
pany for  myfelf. 

I  foon  learnt  that  I  mufl  change  my  habitation. 
Victims  were  abundant,  and  the  chamber  into  which 
1  had  been  put  would  contain  more  than  one  bed. 
That  I  might  be  alone,  I  was  obliged  in  the  evening 
to  be  fhut  up  in  a  little  clofet,  and  confcquendy 
to  remove  the  whole  of  my  eftablilhment.  The 
8  window 


(    33    ) 

\<rindow  of  my  new  apartment  is,  I  believe,  over  the 
fentry,  who  guards  the  prilbn-gate.  All  the  night  I 
heard,  PFbo  goes  there? — kill  him !—-guard !~patrc!e l—^ 
called  out  in  a  thundering  voice.  The  houfes  were 
illuminated;  and  from  the  number  and  frequency  of 
the  patroles  it  was  eafy  to  infer,  there  had  been  fome 
commotions,  and  that  more  were  to  be  feared,  I  rofe 
early,  and  employed  myfelf  in  my  houfeb.old  affairs ; 
that  is  to  fay,  in  making  my  bed,  in  cleaning  my  little 
place,  and  in  rendering  my  perfon  and  every  thing  about 
me  as  neat  as- 1  could.  Had  I  defired  thefe  things  to  be 
done  for  me,  I  knew  that  I  fhould  not  have  been  re- 
fufed;  but  I  was  aware,  I  mud  have  paid  for  them 
dearly,  waited  a  long  time,  and  had  them  done  in  a 
very  flovenly  manner  at  laft.  By  taking  the  office  on 
myfelf  I  was  fure  to  be  a  gainer:  I  was  fure  that  I  fliould 
be  better  and  fooner  ferved,  and  that  the  trifling  prefents 
I  might  make  would  be  rated  the  higher*  becaufe  they 
would  be  altogether  gratuitous.  I  waited  with  impa- 
tience to  hear  the  maffy  bolts  of  my  door  openedj  that  I 
might  afl<  for  a  newfpaper.  I  read  it :  the  decree  of  im- 
peachment againft  the  twenty-two  was  paffed :  the  paper 
fell  from  my  hands,  and  in  a  tranfport  of  grief  I  ex- 
claimed, *  My  country  is  undone  1' 

Firm  and  tranquil,  v/hile  I  imagined  myfelf  alone, 
or  nearly  alone,  beneath  the  yoke  of  oppreffion,  I  formed 
wifhes  for  the  future,  and  was  not  without  hope  that  the 
defenders  of  liberty  would  triumph.  But  guilt  and  error 
have  obtained  the  afcendancy;  the  national  reprefentation 
is  violated ;  its  integrity  is  deftroyed ;  every  one  in  it 
remarkable  for  probity,  fpirit,  and  talents,  is  profcribed  j 
the  commune  of  Paris  overawes  the  legiflative  bodyj 
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Paris  is  undone  ;  the  torch  of  civil  war  is  lighted  up ;  the 
enemy  is  about  to  avail  himfelf  of  our  divifions ;  free- 
dom is  loft  to  the  north  of  France ;  and  the  whole  re- 
public is  become  a  prey  to  the  moft  dreadful  diflenfions. 
Farewell  ray  country !  fubUme  illufions,  generous  facri- 
fices,  hope,  and  happinefs,  farewell!    At  twelve  years 
old  I  lamented,  in  the  firft  expanfions  of  my  youthful 
bofom,  that  I  was  not  born  a  citizen  of  Sparta,  or  of 
Rome;  and  in  the  French  revolution  I  thought  I  faw 
the  unhoped  for  application  of  the  principles  imprefled 
upon  my  mind.     Liberty,  faid  I,  has  two  four ces;  good 
manners,   which   produce  fage  laws ;    and   knowledge, 
which  leads  us  to  both,  by  mraking  us  acquainted  with 
our  rights:  my  foul  will  no  longer  be  affli6led  by  the 
fpeftacle   of  mankind   debafed  :   the  human   race  will 
improve ;  and  the  happinefs  of  all  v/ill  become  the  foun- 
dation and  th^  fecurity  of  that  of  each  individual.    Splen- 
did chimeras !   dear  delufions,  from  which  I  reaped  fo 
much  delight,  you  are  all  difpelled  by  the  horrible  cor- 
ruption of  this  vaft  city.     I  defpifed  life :  the  lofs  of  you 
makes  me  deteil  it,  and  defy  the  utmoft  fury  of  the  men 
of  blood.     Anarchifts,  favages,  for  v/hat  await  you  ?  You 
who  have  profcribed  virtue,  why  do  you  not  fpill  the 
blood  of  thofe  who  obey  her  laws  ?   v/hen  fhed  upon  the 
earth,  it  will  make  her  open  her  devouring  jaws,  and 
fwallow  you  up. 

The  courfe  of  things  ought  to  have  made  me  forefec 
the  event :  but  I  could  not  eafily  bring  myfelf  to  believe, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  convention  would  not  paufe  at 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger ;  nor  could  1  help  being 
aftonifhed  at  the  decifive  ad,  which  tolled  its  paffing 
bell. 

At 
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At  prcfent  a  fullen  fort  of  indignation  prevails  over 
every  other  fentiment:  as  indifferent  as  ever  to  what 
concerns  myfelf,  my  hopes  for  others  are  feeble;  and 
I  wait  for  events  with  more  curioHty  than  defire :  I  no 
longer  live  to  feel,  but  to  know.  It  was  not  long  ere  I 
learnt  that  the  revolutionary  movement  Vv?hich  was  ordered 
on  purpofe  to  extort  the  decree  of  impeachment,  had 
excited  fome  uneafinefs  about  the  prifons.  That  was  the 
caufe  of  the  ftrift  and  noify  guard  during  the  night;  and 
that  the  reafon  why  the  citizens  of  the  feftion  of  Unity 
would  not  obey  the  beat  of  drum,  which  called  them  to 
the  convention  j  but  remained  at  hom.e,  to  watch  over 
their  property,  and  the  prifon  within  their  precin6t. 
I  difcovered  the  motive  of  Grandpre's  alarm  and  dif- 
quietude,  and  the  next  day  he  confelTed  his  apprehen- 
fions.  He  had  repaired  to  the  affembly,  to  obtain  the 
reading  of  my  letter ;  and,  during  eight  fucceffive  hours, 
he,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the  members,  had  repeatedly 
requefted  it  of  the  prefident  in  vain:  it  was  therefore 
evident,  that  I  fliould  not  be  able  to  get  it  read  at  ail. 
Finding  by  the  Monitor,  that  my  fedion  (that  of  Beaure- 
paire)  "had  expreffed  its  fentiments  in  my  favour,  even 
after  my  imprifonment,  it  occurred  to  me  to  write  to  it  s 
and  I  did  fo  in  the  fojlowino-  terms. 


*  Citizens, 

*  THE  public  papers  inform  me,  that  you  have 
placed  Roland  and  his  wife  under  the  fafeguard  of  your 
fefcion.  This  I  knew  not  when  I  was  dragged  from  my 
family :  on  the  contrary,  the  bearer  of  the  orders  of  the 
commune  reprefented  the  armed  force,  by  which  he  was 
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accompankd,  as  that  of  the  fedion,  granted  him  on 
his  rcquifition,  and  fo  it  was  ftated  in  the  minutes  that 
were  taken  down.  The  moment  I  was  fhut  up  in  the 
Abbey,  I  wrote  to  the  convention,  and  applied  to  the 
minifter  of  the  interior-department,  to  forward  my  com- 
plaint. I  underftand  he  complied  with  my  requeft, 
and  that  the  letter  was  delivered ;  but  not  read.  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  an  attefted  copy.  If  the 
fe6lion  think  it  not  beneath  its  dignity  to  plead  the 
Caufe  of  fufFering  innocence,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fend  a  de- 
putation to  the  bar  of  the  convention,  there  to  make 
known  my  juft  complaints,  and  to  add  weight  to  my  re- 
clamations. This  point  I  fubmit  to  its  wifdom:  I  add 
no  mtreaty-i  for  truth  has  but  one  language,  and  that  is  the 
expofition  o^  fa£fs.  Citizens  who  love  jujlicc  are  not 
fond  of  Yi^yrngjuf plications  addreffed  to  them,  and  i7ino- 
cence  is  incapable  of  alTuming  the  character  of  a  Hip- 
pliant. 

'  P.  S.  This  is  the  fourth  day  of  my  detention,  and  I 
have  not  yet  been  examined.  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
order  of  arreft  affigned  no  reafon  for  my  confinement; 
but  imported,  that  I  fiiould  be  interrogated  on  the  fol- 
lowing day/ 

Several  days  elapfed  without  my  hearing  any  thing, 
and  ftill  1  underwent  no  examination.  I  had  however 
received  a  great  many  vifits  from  adminiftrators  with 
foolilh  faces  and  dirty  ribbands,  fome  of  whom  faid  they 
belonged  to  the  police,  others  to  I  know  not  what ;  violent 
fans-culottes,  with  filthy  hair,  and  flrid  obfervers  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  who  came  to  know  whether  the  pri- 
foners  were  fatisfied  with  their  treatment.     I  had  ex- 
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prefTed  myfelf  to  them  all  with  the  energy  and  dignity  fulta- 
ble  to  oppreffed  innocence ;  and  had  noticed  among  them 
two  or  three  men  of  good  fenfe,  who  underilood  me,  with- 
out daring  to  take  my  part.  I  was  at  dinner,  when  five 
or  fix  were  announced  to  me  all  at  once.  One  came 
a  little  forward :  he,  who  affumed  the  office  of  fpeaker, 
appeared  to  me,  before  he  opened  his  lips,  one  of 
thofe  empty-headed  babblers,  who  judge  of  their  merit 
by  the  volubility  of  their  tongue. — ^  Good  morrow, 
Citoyenne.* — *  Good  morrow,  fir.' — ^  Are  you  fatisfied 
with  this  houfe  ?  Have  you  any  reafon  to  complain  of 
your  treatment,  or  any  particular  demand  to  make  ?'-— 
*  I  complain  of  being  here ;  and  demand  my  enlarge- 
ment.'— ^  Is  your  health  impaired  ?  or  does  folitude  af- 
fed  your  fpirits  ?' — *  I  am  in  good  health,  and  not  at  all 
out  of  fpirits.  Ennui  is  the  difeafe  of  hearts  without  feel* 
ing,  and  of  minds  that  have  no  refources  in  themfelves. 
But  I  have  a  ftrong  feeling  of  injuftice,  and  proteftagainft 
the  lawlefs  oppreffion,  which  took  me  into  cuftody  with* 
out  caufe,  and  has  fmce  detained  me  without  examina- 
tion.'— ^  Why,  in  a  period  of  revolution,  4:here  is  fo  much 
to  be  done,  that  there  is  not  time  to  attend  to  every 
thing.' — ^  A  woman,  to  whom  king  Philip  made  nearly 
the  fame  reply,  anfvvered  him :  "  if  thou  hail  not  time 
to  do  me  juftice,  thou  haft  not  time  to  be  king." 
Take  care  you  do  not  oblige  oppreffed  citizens  to  lay 
the  fame  thing  to  the  people,  or  rather  to  the  arbitrary 
authorities,  by  which  the  people  is  mided.' — '  Adieu, 
citoyenneT — ^  Adieu  !' — -And  av/ay  went  the  flippant  gen- 
tleman, not  knowing  what  anfwer  to  make  to  my 
reafons.  Thefc  people  appeared  to  me  to  have  entered 
purpofely  to  fee  how  I  looked  in  my  cage;  but  they 
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might  go  a  great  way,  before  they  would  find  dolts  like 
themfelves. 

I  have  already  mentioned  my  having  inquired  into 
the  vv'ay  of  living  in  thefe  places.  Not  that  I  fet  any 
great  value  on  what  are  called  the  comforts  of  life.  I 
make  no  fcruple  of  enjoying  them  when  it  can  be  done 
without  inconvenience j  but  it  is  always  in  moderations 
and  v/hen  it  is  neceffary  there  is  no  one  of  them  that  I 
cannot  forego.  It  is  from  a  natural  love  of  order  that 
I  defire  to  know  the  am^ount  of  my  expenfes,  and  to 
regulate  them  according  to  the  circumftances  of  m^y 
lituation. 

I  vvas  informed  that  Roland,  when  minifler,  thought 
five  livres  [4s.  2d.]  a  head,  the  daily  allowance  of  the 
prifoners,  a  great  deal  too  much,  and  reduced  it  to  two 
[  I  s.  8d.] :  but  the  exceffive  rife  in  the  price  of  provifions, 
which  within  thefe  few  months  has  been  tripled,  renders 
this  allowance  fcanty  enough :  for  the  nadon  allowing 
nothing  butftraw  and  the  bare  walls,  twenty  fous  [icd.] 
are  dedufted  in  the  firft  place,  as  an  indemnification  to 
the  keeper  for  his  expenfes,  that  is  to  fay,  for  the  bed 
and  trifling  furjiiture  of  the  room.  Out  of  the  twenty 
fous  remaining,  candles,  fire,  if  necelTary,  and  meat  and 
drink,  are  to  be  provided.  Thefum  is  infufficient  for  the 
purpofe ;  but  every  prifoner  is  free,  of  courfe,  to  make 
what  addidon  he  pleafes  to  his  expenfe.  As  I  am  not 
fond  of  fpending  much  on  myfelfj  and  take  a  pleafure 
in  trying  my  itrength  at  privadon,  I  felt  a  defire  of 
making  an  experiment  how  far  the  human  will  is  ca- 
pable of  diminifhing  our  wants :  but  to  go  any  great 
length,  it  is  neceffary  to  proceed  by  degrees.  At  the  end 
of  four  days^  I  began  by  retrenching  my  breakfaft,  and 
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fubftituting  bread  and  water  for  coftee  and  chocolate : 
I  defired  to  have  for  dinner  one  plain  difh  of  meat, 
with  a  few  greens  ;  and  vegetables  for  my  fbpper  without 
a  defert.  To  break  myfelf  of  drinking  v/ine,  I  took 
firft  to  beer,  and  then  I  left  off  that  alfo.  As  this  re- 
gimenj  however,  had  a  moral  purpofe,  and  as  I  have  as 
much  avcrfion  as  contempt  for  ufelefs  economy,  I  began 
by  giving  a  certain  fum  for  the  ufe  of  the  miferable  wretch- 
es, who  were  lying  upon  ftraw  3  that,  while  eating  my 
dry  bread  in  a  morning,  I  might  have  the  fatisfadion  to 
reflect,  that  the  poor  devils  would  owe  to  me  their  being 
able  to  add  fomething  to  their's  at  dinner.  If  I  remain 
here  fix  months,  I  will  engage  to  leave  the  place  with  a 
healthy  complexion,  and  a  body  by  no  means  emaciated, 
having  reduced  my  wants  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied  with  foup 
and  bread,  and  deferved-  a  few  benedidions  incognito. 
I  made  fome  prefents  alfo,  but  with  quite  a  different 
view,  to  the  fervants  belonging  to  the  prifon.  When  a 
perfon  is,  or  appears  to  be,  rigidly  economical  in  point 
of  expenfe,  he  ought  to  be  generous  to  others,  if  he  would 
wifh  to  avoid  blame,  particularly  v/hen  the  people  about 
him  derive  from  that  expenfe  their  only  emolument.  I 
require  neither  attentions  to  be  paid  me,  nor  purchafes  to 
be  made  on  my  accounr;  I  fend  out  for  nothing;  I 
employ  nobody :  I  fhould  be  confequently  the  word  of 
prifoners  to  the  domeilics,  who  make  their  Tittle  profits 
on  what  they  are  commifTioncd  to  provide  or  procure : 
it  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  I  (hould  pay  for  the  ftate  of 
independence  in  which  I  place  myfelf:  by  lb  doing  I 
render  it  more  perfed,  and  am  moreover  a  gainer  in 
good  will. 
f  D  4  I  have 
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I  have  received  feveral  vlfits  from  the  excellent  Cham- 
paneux  and  the  worthy  Bofc.     The  former,  father  of  a 
numerous  famiiy,  was  attached  to  liberty  from  principle, 
and  had   profefled   its  found   doftrines  from   the  very 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  in  a  journal,  intended 
for  the  information  of  his  fellow   citizens.      A   good 
judgment,  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  great  induftry,  are 
the  moft  prominent  features  of  his  charadter.     Roland, 
when  minifter,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  firft  divifion 
of  the  home  department  i   and  it  was  one  of  the  beft 
appointments   he   made :    though  by  the   way   he   was 
not  lefs   happy   in  other  principal  clerks,    fuch  as  the 
adtive  and  ingenuous  Camus,  the  able  Fepoul,  and  fe- 
veral more.     Never  were  offices  better  filled j  nor  could 
any  thing  but  their  excellent  organization  enable  Garat 
to  fupport  a  burden  fo  far  beyond  his  ftrength.     It  is  to 
the  honefty  and  capacity  of  fuch  agents  that  he  is  indebted 
for  the  tranquillity  he  is  allowed  to  enjoy.     Of  this  he  is 
fenfible ;  and  he  laid  with  good  reafon,  that  he  would  give 
up  his  lituation,  if  he  were  obliged  to  make  any  change 
in  his  official  eftablifhment.     Notwithftanding  this,  he 
will  be  forced  to  quit  his  poft,  for  no  talents  in  affiftants 
.can  compenfate  a  minifter's  want  of  firmnefs :  irrefolution 
is  the  worft  of  faults  in  thofe  who  govern,  particularly  in 
the  midft  of  jarring  faftions.     Garat  and  Barrere,  as  pri- 
vate individuals,  would  not  be  deemed  deficient  in  fenfe 
or  honefty:    but   the   one  charged  with  the   executive 
power,  and  the  other  empowered  to  legidate,  would  ruin 
all  the  ilates  in  the  world  by  their  half-meafures:  their 
rage  for  what  they  term  conciliatory  plans  propels  them 
in  that  oblique  path,  which  leads  direftly  to  mifchief 
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and  confufion.  There  Ihould  be  nothing  conciliatory 
about  a  ftatefman  but  his  manner  j  I  mean  his  mode  of 
behaviour  to  thofe  whom  he  employs :  he  ought 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  very  paffions  and  faults  of 
thofe  whofe  conduft  he  dire<5ts,  or  with  whom  he 
tranfa6ts  bufinefs :  but  rigid  in  his  principles,  firm  and 
rapid  in  action,  no  obflacle,  no  confideration,  ihould 
make  him  waver  in  the  former  refpeft,  or  alter  his 
courfe  in  the  latter. 

Could  Roland  unite  with  his  extenfive  views,  his 
flrength  of  mind,  and  his  prodigious  aftivity,  a  little  more 
artfulnefs  of  manner,  he  would  ealily  govern  an  empire ; 
but  his  faults  are  prejudicial  to  himfelf  alone,  while  his 
good  qualities  are  infinitely  valuable  in  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  public  affairs. 

Bofc,  our  old  friend,  a  man  of  an  ingenuous  difpo- 
fition,  and  enlightened  mind,  came  to  me  the  firft  day  of 
my  imprifonment,  and  loft  no  time  in  conducing  my 
daughter  to  madame  Creuzc-la-Touche,  who  gave  her  a 
kind  welcome,  and  treated  her  like  one  of  her  own  chil- 
dren, with  whom  it  was  fettled  that  fhe  ihould  remain  under 
her  foflering  care.  To  be  fully  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
this  ftep,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  acquainted  with  the  perfons. 
It  is  neceffary  for  a  man  to  defcribe  to  himfelf  the  feeling 
and  open-hearted  Bofc,  running  to  the  houfe  of  his 
friends,  taking  poffefTion  of  their  child,  and  intrufting 
her  of  his  own  accord  to  the  mofl  refpedable  family, 
as  a  depofit  which  he  felt  himfelf  honoured  in  confiding 
to  their  hands,  and  which  he  knew  would  be  received 
with  the  pleafure  experienced  by  delicate  minds,  when 
an  opportunity  is  offered  them  of  doing  good.     It  is 
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neceffary  to  have  been  acquainted  vi  Ith  the  patriarchal 
manners,  the  domeftic  virtues  of  Creuze  and  his  v/ife, 
and  v/ith  the  gentlenefs  and  goodnefs  of  difpofition  for 
which  they  are  remarkable,  to  judge  of  the  welcome  they 
gave  my  girl,  and  to  be  fenfible  of  what  it  was  worth. 

Who,  then,  is  to  be  pitied  in  all  this?  Roland  alone: 
Roland,  perfecuted  and  profcribcd  ;  Roland,  to  whom 
the  examination  of  his  accounts  is  denied  3  Roland,  com- 
pelled to  conceal  himfelf  like  a  criminal;  to  avoid  the 
blind  fury  of  men  milled  by  his  enemies;  to  tremble  for 
the  fafety  even  of  thofe  who  give  him  fheker ;  to  drink  in 
filence  the  bitter  cup  of  his  wife's  imprifonment,  and  of 
the  fequedration  of  all  his  property  j  and  to  await,  in 
a  ftate  of  incertitude,  the  reign  of  juilice,  which  can 
never  indemnify  him  for  all  that  perverfity  will  have 
made  him  fuffer. 

My  feftion,  a-fluated  by  the  beft  principles,  had  come 
on  the  third  of  the  month  to  a  refolution,  which  breathed 
the  fpirit  of  juilice,  and  which  eftablifhed  the  right  of 
citizens,  to  proteft  againft  arbitrary  imprifonment,  and 
even  to  refiil  it  if  attempted.  My  letter  was  read  there, 
and  liftened  to  with  concern.  The  debate,  that  took 
place  in  confequence,  having  been  prolonged  to  the  next 
day,  the  mountaineers  laid  their  heads  together:  the 
alarm  was  given  to  their  party  j  and  a  whole  hofl:  of 
furious  deputies  arrived  from  the  other  feftions,  with  a 
view  to  difturb  the  proceedings,  and  deliberadons,  and, 
if  poffible,  to  pervert  the  fpirit  of  mine,  or  elfe  in  th* 
hope  of  terrifying  it  by  menaces,  and  of  engaging  a 
majority  of  the  feftions  to  deprive  it  of  its  arms. 

In  the  mean  time,  being  urged  by  Grandpre  to  negled: 
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no  means  of  iliortening  the  term  of  my  captivity,  I  wrote 
again  to  Garat,  and  to  Gohier  alfo.  The  latter,  whom  I 
fcarcely  ever  faw  or  knew,  with  at  leaft  as  much  weakne(s 
as  Garat,  appeared  to  me  inferiour  to  him  in  every  other 
refpeft.  I  could  not  eafily  write  to  fuch  men,  without 
giving  them  leffons ;  and  they  were  fevere.  Grandpre 
thinking  them  mortifying,  though  juft,  I  fofcened  forae 
of  the  expreffions ;  and  contented  myfelf  with  the  fol- 
lowing words. 


'& 


'  Madame  Roland  to  the  Minister  of  Judlce. 

Abbey  Prifon,  June  8,  1/93. 

*  I  AM  fuffering  opprefiion  :  I  am  therefore  entitled 
to  remind  you  oi  my  rights  and  of  your  duties. 

*  An  arbitrary  order,  without  fpecifying  any  charge, 
has  plunged  me  into  this  dungeon  prepared  for  criminals. 
I  have  inhabited  it  a  week,  and  as  yet  I  have  not 
been  examined. 

'  The  decrees  of  the  convention  are  known  to  you. 
They  dire6t  you  to  vifit  the  prifons,  and  to  enlarge  thofe 
who  are  detained  without  juft  caufe.  Another  has  alfo 
lately  been  palled,  enjoining  you  .to  require  the  com- 
munication of  all  the  warrants  that  are  ifilied,  to  fee  that 
they  be  grounded  upon  fome  fpecific  charge,  and  to  take 
care  that  all  perfons  in  cuftody  be  examined. 

'  I  tranfmit  to  you  an  attefted  copy  of  that  warrant  by 
virtue  of  which  I  was  taken  from  my  home,  and  brought 
hither. 

■     '  I  demand  the  execution  of  the  law,  on  my  own  ac- 
count, and  even  on  yours.     Innocent  and  firm,  injuftice 
may  reach,  but  cannot  debafe  me,  and  I  can  fubmit 
4  to 
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to  it  with  pridej  at  a  time  when  virtue  is  profcrib- 
ed  *.  As  to  you,  placed  as  you  are  between  the  law 
and  difhonour,  your  inclination  cannot  be  doubted :  and 
you  are  to  be  pitied,  if  you  have  not  courage  to  adt 
according  to  its  didates/ 

*  To  the  Minister  of  the  Home  Department. 

June  8,  1/03. 

^  I  KNOW  that  you  have  tranfmitted  my  complaints  to 
the  legiflative  body;  but  my  letter  has  not  been  read. 
Have  you  fulfilled  the  whole  of  your  duty  by  forwarding 
it  at  my  requefl:  ? — I  have  been  apprehended,  without 
the  fpecification  of  any  reafon :  and  I  have  been  detained 
a  week,  without  examination.  It  behoves  you,  as  a  man 
m  office,  when  you  have  not  been  able  to  fave  innocence 
from  oppreffion,  to  endeavour  at  leail  to  bring  about  its 
delivery. 

*  You  are  more  interefled,  perhaps,  than  myfelf,  in  the 
ta&  I  requeft  you  to  undertake.  I  am  not  the  only  vic- 
tim of  prejudice  and  envy :  and  their  prefent  attacks  upon 
every  one  remarkable  for  the  union  of  a  firm  mind  with 
virtue  and  talents,  renders  the  perfecution  honourable, 
of  which  I  am  the  objed,  and  for  which  I  am  indebted  to 
my  connexion  with  the  venerable  man,  whofe  eaule 
pofterity  will  revenge.  But  you,  who  are  now  at  the 
helm,  if  incapable  of  holding  it  with  a  firm  hand,  will 

*  Here  followed  originally  :  '  But  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  placed 
between  the  law  and  diflionour,  either  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  youl- 
place,  or  refign  it ;  you  muft  othejrwife  incur  that  infamy,  with  which 
pofterity  will  brand  weaknefs  like  yours.' 

not 
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not  efcapie  the  reproach  of  abandoning  the  veflel  to  the 
waves,  the  difgrace  of  having  occupied  a  poft  which 
you  could  not  maintain, 

'  Fa6lions  pafs  away,  juftlce  alone  remains  unalterable: 
and  of  all  the  faults  of  men  in  place  weaknefs  is  the  lead 
pardonable,  becaufe  it  is  the  fource  of  the  greateft  dif- 
orders,  particularly  in  troublefome  times. 

'  I  need  not  add  any  thing  to  thefe  reflexions,  if 
they  reach  you  in  time  for  you  and  for  myfelf^  or  uro-e 
their  application  to  my  own  concerns  j  fince  nothing 
can  fupply  the  want  of  courage  and  of  good-will* 

Moft  certainly  the  minifters,  who  neglefled  and  de- 
fpifed  the  decrees,  that  enjoined  them  to  profecute  the 
authors  of  the  maflacre  of  September,  and  the  confpira- 
tors  of  the  loth  of  March  j  men,  whofe  weak  and  un- 
worthy condu6t  on  thofe  occafion*  emboldened  guilt, 
favoured  its  enterprizes,  and  infured  this  new  infur- 
redtion,  in  which  blindnefs  and  audacity,  prefcribing  laws 
to  the  national  convention,  call  forth  all  the  evils  of  civil 
war  J  fuch  mea  certainly  will  not  be  the  impeachers  of 
opprefllon.  From  them  I  expeft  nothing;  and  the 
truths  I  addrefs  to  them  are  rather  intended  to  ihow  them 
what  they  ought,  and  what  they  have  failed,  to  do,  thaq 
to  procure  me  that  juftice,  which  they  are  incapable  of 
rendering,  unlefs  a  little  lliame  Ihould  chance  to  produce 
a  miracle. 

Efop  reprefents  all  the  animals,  who  ufually  trembled 
at  the  afpect  of  the  lion,  coming,  every  one  in  his  turn, 
to  infult  him  when  he  fell  lick:  in  like  manner  the  mob 
of  little  minds,  aiftuated  either  by  delufion  or  jcaloufy, 
fall  with  fury  upon  thofe,  whom  oppreffion  holds  captive, 
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or  whofe  means  of  defence  it  diminiilies,  by  lowering 
them  in  the  opinion  of  the  world.  Of  this  the  Thermo- 
meter of  the  Day,  for  the  9th  of  June,  No.  5263  affords 
an  example.  Therein  appears,  under  the  title  of  exami- 
nation of  L.  P.  d'Orleans,  a  feries  of  queftions,  amongft 
■which  the  following  charge  is  worthy  of  remark :  '  of 
having  been  prefcnt  at  fecret  cabals,  held  by  night  in  the 
apartment  of  Buzot's  v/ife,  in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Ger- 
main, whither  Dumouriez,  Roland  and  his  wife,  Verg- 
niaux,  Brifibt,  Genfonne,  Gorfas,  Louvet,  Petion,  Gua- 
det,  and  others  ufed  to  repair.* 

What  atrocious  wickednefs !  and  what  excefs  of  im- 
pudence !  The  deputies  here  named  are  precifely  thofe, 
who  voted  for  the  banifhment  of  the  Bourbons.  Thofe 
high-fpirited  defenders  of  freedom  never  confidered 
d'Orleans  as  a  leader  poiTelTed  of  capacity  j  but  he  always 
appeared  to  them  a  dangerous  tool.  They  were  the  firft 
to  dread  his  vices,  his  v/ealth,  his  connexions,  his  popu- 
larity, and  his  faftion ;  to  denounce  the  latter,  and  to 
hunt  dovvn  thofe,  who  appeared  to  be  its  agents.  Lou__- 
vet  marked  them  out  in  his  Philippic  againft  Robef- 
pierre ;  a  valuable  piece,  as  is  every  thing  from  his  pen. 
In  that  compofidon^  which  hiftory  v>'ill  carefully  pre- 
ierve,  he  follows  them  ftep  by  fliep  to  the  eleftoral 
affembly,  whence  d'Orleans  ifTued  a  deputy.  Buzot^ 
whofe  perfevering  energy  has  procured  him  the  hatred 
of  the  faftious,  embraced  the  firft  favourable  opportunity^ 
to  demand  the  baniihment  of  the  Bourbons ;  a  mea- 
fure,  which  he  looked  upon  as  indifpenfable,  from 
the  moment  the  convention  refolded  to  pafs  judg- 
ment on  Lewis.  Neither  Roland,  nor  I,  ever  faw 
d'Orleans,     I  even  refufed   to  receive  Sillery,  though 
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he  was  mentioned  to  me  as  as  a  good  and  amiable  man, 
becaufe    his   connexion   with   d'Orleans   rendered   him 
fufpicious.      I   remember   two   curious   letters   on   the 
fubjed ;  one  of  which  was  written  by  madame  Sillery  to 
Lou  vet,  after  he  had  fupported  Buzot's  motion.     '  Here,* 
faid  Louvet,  communicating  the  letter  to  me,  "^  is  a  proof 
that  we  are  not  miftaken,  and  that  the  Orleans  party  is 
no  chimera.     Madame  Sillery  would  not  v/rite  in  fuch 
terms,  if  it  were  not  a  thing  agreed  upon  between  her 
and  the  parties  concerned.     If  they  be  fo  much  afraid  of 
banifhment,   it  muft  be  becaufe  exile  will  defeat  fome  of 
their  fchemes.'     In  faft;  the  object  of  the  ftudied  letter 
of  madame  Sillery  was  to  prevail  upon  Louvet  to  change 
his   opinion  j    to   perfuade    him,    that    the     republican 
principles,  in  which  the  children  of  d'Orleans  had  been 
educated,  rendered  them  the  mofl  zealous  partizans  of  a 
commonwealth ;  and  that  it  was  both  cruel  and  impoli- 
tic to  facrifice  individuals,  who  might  certainly  be  made 
ufeful,  to  prejudices  alike  unjufi:  and  abfurd. 

The  other  letter  was  Louvet's  anfwer :  replete  with 
wit  and  dignity,  it  fet  forth  the  reafons  on  which  he 
founded  his  opinion  in  terms  equally  forcible  and  po- 
lite. Among  other  things  he  faid,  that  the  monarchical 
principles,  the  ariftocratical  and  other  prejudices,  which 
appeared  in  the  works  of  madame  Sillery  herfel^  were 
far  from  fatisfying  him  with  refpecl  to  thofe  of  her  pu- 
pils ;  and  he  perfifted  with  all  the  fpirit  of  a  free  man  in 
an  opinion  wiiich  the  love  of  his  country  infpired. 

As  to  the  pretended  cabals  at  Buzot's  wife's,  nothing 
in  the  world  can  be  fo  ridiculous.  Euzot,  whom  I  had 
frequent  occafions  of  feeing  at  the  time  of  the  conftituent 
aflembly,  and  with  whom  I  had  remained  in  friendly  in- 
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tercourfej  Buzot,  whofe  fpirit,  fenfibillty,  purity  of  prin- 
ciples, and  gentlenefs  of  manners,  infpircd  me  with 
infinite  efteem  and  attachment,  came  frequently  to  the 
Hotel  de  Vlnterieur :  his  wife  I  have  vifited  only  once 
fince  they  came  to  Paris  on  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion j  nor  had  they  ever  the  flighteft  connexion  with 
Dumouriez. 

Indignant  at  thefe  abfurdities,  I  took  up  my  pen  to 
write  to  Dulaure,  the  editor  of  the  'thermometre  dujour, 
a  worthy  man,  with  whom  I  lived  on  friendly  terms 
until  the  moment  he  was  feduced  by  the  moun- 
taineers *. 


Madame  Roland  to  the  Deputy  Dulaure,  Author  of 

the  I'hermometre  diijour* 

Abbey  Priibn,  June  p,  1793. 

*  IF  any  thing  could  add  to  the  aftonifhment  of  inno- 
cence, when  it  finds  itfelf  under  the  yoke  of  opprefTion, 
I  fhould  tell  you,  citizen,  that  I  have  juft  read  with 
the  greateft  furprife  the  abfurdities  contained  in  your 
paper  of  this  day,  under  the  title  of  examination  of  Philip 
d'Orleans,  which  chance  has  thrown  in  my  way.  It 
would  appear  very  ftrange,  had  not  experience  proved  it 
to  be  only  very  impudent,  that  tli,ofe  perfons  who  firft 
feared,  denounced,  and  watched  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
faftion  of  d'Orleans,  Ihould  be  reprefented  as  having 
formed  it  themfelves. 

*  I  have  fince  learnt,  that  the  late  excelTes  of  the  mountain  have 
opened  his  eyes,  and  brought  him  to  a  proper  fenfc  of  its  principles. 

7  *  Time 
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♦  Time  Will  unqueftionably  clear  up  this  myltery  of 
Iniquity:  but  while  waiting  for //jjuftice,  which  may  be 
tardy  in  the  midft  of  fuch  dreadful  corruption,  it  appears 
to  me  incumbent  on  your' s^  when  publifhing  the  queftions 
of  an  interrogatory  calculated  to  excite  fufpicions,  to 
publilh  at  the  fame  time  the  anfwera,  which  muft  have 
been  made,  and  which  may  ferve  to  fhow  the  degree  of 
credit  theydeferve. 

'  This  aft  of  juftice  is  the  more  ftriftly  requifite,  as 
calumny  and  perfecution  clofely  purfue  the  perfons 
named  in  thofe  queftions  j  and  as  mod  of  them  are  faft 
held  in  the  toils  of  a  decree,  extorted  by  audacity  and 
prejudice  from  the  hands  of  vveaknefs  and  error.  I 
myfelf  have  been  confined  a  week,  by  virtue  of  a  man- 
date which  fpecifies  no  reafon  for  my  arreft.  I  have 
never  been  examined:  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
a  hearing  of  my  complaints  from  the  convention;  and 
when  they  were  told,  that  thofe  complaints  had  been 
fupprefled,  they  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  under  the 
pretence  of  its  not  being  their  concern.  What!  then  new 
authorities  aft  in  the  moil:  arbitrary  manner,  while  the  con- 
ftituted  powers  bow  before  them,  and  the  afts  of  injuftice 
they  commit  are  not  to  be  reprefented  to  the  convention  ! 
It  is  not  then  to  the  legiflative  body  that  complaints  Ihould 
be  addreflfcd,  when  there  remains  none  other  to  hear  them ! 
It  can  intereft  itfelf  in  favour  of  perfons  confined  byorderof 
the  tribunal  of  Marfeiiles;  while  I,  who  am  confined  here 
by  a  revolutionary  committee,  have  no  longer  any  rights  L 
• — And  the  commune  makes  the  newfpapers  repeat,  that 
the  prlfons  of  Paris  contain  nothing  but  affaffins,  thieves, 
and  counter-revolutionifls ! — Citizen,  I  have  known  you: 
I  believe  you  honeft :    how  will  you   grieve  qa  fome 

Part  I.  E  future 


(    50    ) 

future  day  ! — I  tranfmit  to  you  fome  notes^  which  I  beg 
you  to  perufc :  and  I  requeft  you  to  infert  in  your  paper 
that  letter,  which  I  could  not  get  read  at  the  convention. 
You  owe  me  this  piece  of  juftice,  as  circumftances  fuffi- 
ciently  demonftrate;  and  if  your  own  feelings  do  not 
tell  you  fo,  I  fhould  urge  the  matter  in  vain. 

*  P.  S.  Neither  Roland  nor  I  ever  faw  Philip  d'Orleans : 
and  I  can  moreover  fay,  that  I  have  always  heard  the 
deputies  mentioned  in  the  interrogatory,  as  quoted  by  the 
Thermometer  of  this  day,  profefs  for  him  a  contempi: 
fimilar  to  that  with  which  he  infpired  me.  If,  in  fhort, 
we  ever  talked  of  him  at  all,  it  was  to  fpeak  of  the  fears 
which  the  true  friends  of  liberty  might  feel  on  his  account, 
and  of  the  confequent  neceffity  of  banifliing  him  from 
the  republic." 

As  circumftances  have  led  me  to  mention  Dumouriez, 
I  will  fay  what  I  know  of  him,  and  what  I  think :  but 
this  carries  me  back  to  Roland's  firft  adminiftration,  and 
leads  me  to  relate  here  how  a  man  fo  auftere  in  his 
manners  came  to  be  nominated  to  a  place,  which  kings 
feldom  fill  with  fimilar  chara6i:ers.  I  fnall  take  up  the 
thread  of  my  narrative  at  a  period  fomewhat  remote; 
and  fhall  be  indebted  to  my  captivity  for  leifure  to  record 
.  facls,  and  recolledl  circumftances,  which  otherv/ife,  per- 
haps, would  never  have  employed  my  pen. 

Roland  executed  the  ofnce  of  infpedor  of  commerce 
snd  manufadures  in  the  generality  *  of  Lyons,  with  that 

*  Certain  provinces,  fubjefl:  to  \hz  general  \2.-^%  of  the  empire,  were 
i:^t^ generalities ,  in  contradiltiiiftion  to  the  P^j/  cT'Etat,  or  Provinces 
annexed  to  France  with  the  referve  of  their  particular  privileges. 
^ranf^ 
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knowledge  and  thofe  adminiftrative  viewSj  that  ought  to 
have  diilingui fried  the  body  of  infpeftors,  if  government 
had  known  how  to  keep  up  the  fpirlt  of  the  inftitution, 
of  which  Roland  was  almoil  the  only  example.     Superior 
to  his  place  in  every  rcfpeil,   fond  of  employment,   and 
not  infenfible  to  the  allurements  of  fame,  he  digefted  in 
the  filence  of  the  clofet  the  materials  with  which  his  ex- 
perience and  activity  had  furnlflied  him;  and  continued 
the  Didionary  of  Manufa6tures  for  the  new  Encyclo- 
pedia.    Som.e  of  Bi'iflbt's  works  were  fent  to  him  from 
the  author,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  efteem  with  which 
he  had  been  infpired  by  the  principles  of  liberty  and 
juftice,  that  appeared  in  Roland's  writings.     That  tefti- 
mony was  received  with  the  ufual  fenfibility  of  authors, 
and  with  the  feelings  natural  to  a  man  of  worth,  who 
finds  himfelf  praifed  by  a  perfon  of  congenial  mind.     It 
gave  birth  to  a  correfpondence  at  firft  very  unfrequentj 
but  afterwards  fupported  by  that  of  one  of  our  friends, 
who  became  acquainted  with  Briflbt  at  Paris,  and  fpoke 
of  his  habits  of  life  in  a  very  favourable  manner,  as  pre- 
fenting  a  praftical  proof  of  the  philofophical  and  moral 
theory  contained  in  his  writings.     This  correfpondence 
was  ftill  further  encouraged  by  the  revolution  of  1789; 
for  events,  fucceeding  each  other  with  rapidity,  called 
forth  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  of  the  minds  and  fouls 
of philofophers  prepared  for  liberty;  and  produced  in- 
terefling  communicadons  between  thofe,  whofe  bofoms 
were  enflamed  with  the  love  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  the  hope  of  feeing  the  univerfal  reign  of  juftice  and 
happinefs  arrive.     BrilTot  having  at  this  junfture  begun 
a  periodical  paper,  that  will  be  often  confulted  on  account 
of  the  excellent  reafoning  it  contains,  we  fent  him  every 
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thing,  of  which  Gircumftances  feemed  to  make  the  pub- 
licity ufeful.  Ere  long  our  acquaintance  received  its  laft 
degree  of  improvement ;  and  we  became  intimate  and 
confidential  friends,  without  ever  having  feen  one 
another's  faces. 

Amid  thofe  ftruggles  unavoidable  in  a  period  of  re- 
volution, when  principles,  prejudices,  and  pafllons,  raifc 
infurmountable  obftacles  between  perfons,  who  had  be- 
fore appeared  well  difpofed  to  agree,  Roland  was  ele6lcd 
a  member  of  the  municipality  of  Lyons.  His  fituation 
in  life,  his  family,  and  his  connexions,  were  fuch  as  might 
be  fuppofcd  to  attach  him  to  the  ariftocracy:  while  his 
turn  of  mind  and  reputation  rendered  him  intereftiHg  to 
the  popular  party,  to  which  he  was  naturally  led  to  devote 
himfelf  by  his  philofophy,  and  the  aufterity  of  his  manners. 
No  fooner  had  he  taken  a  decided  part,  than  he  made 
himfelf  many  enemies,  fo  much  the  more  violent,  as  his 
inflexible  integrity  laid  open  without  referve  the  numerous 
abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  adminiftration  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  town.  They  exhibited  an  epitome  of  the 
dilapidations  of  thofe  of  the  flate,  the  debt  of  the  city 
of  Lyons  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  forty  millions  of 
livres  [/^  1,666,667].  It  was  become  indifpenfably 
neceilary  to  folicit  affiftance,  for  the  manufactures  had 
fufFered  in  the  firfl  year  of  the  revolution,  and  twenty 
thoufand  workmen  had  been  out  of  bread  during  the 
whole  of  the  winter.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to  fend  a 
deputy  extraordinary  to  the  conftituent  alTembly,  to 
make  known  the  circumfcances,  and  Roland  was 
the  perfon  chofen.  We  arrived  at  Paris  the  20th 
;  of  February,  179 1.  I  had  been  five  years  abfent  from 
the  place  of  my  nativity;  I  ha4  v/atchcd  the  progrefs  of 
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the  revolution,  and  the  labours  of  the  aflembly ;  and  hadi 
/ludied  the  characters  and  talents  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers, with  an  intereft  not  eafily  to  be  conceived,  and 
fcarcely  to  be  appreciated  except  by  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  my  ardent  and  aftive  turn  of  mind.  I 
haflened  to  attend  their  fittings;  and  there  I  faw  the 
powerful  Mirabeau  *,  the  aftonilhing  Cazales,  the  dar- 
ing Maury,  the  artful  Lameths,  and  the  frigid  Barnave ; 
I  remarked  with  vexation  that  kind  of  fuperiority  on 
the  fide  of  the  l^lacks  f.  that  dignified  habits,  purity  of 
language,  and  polifhed  manners,  give  in  large  aflemblies  j 
but  the  firength  of  reafon,  the  courage  of  intregity>  the 
lights  of  philofophy,  the  fruits  of  fi:udy,  and  the  fluency 
of  the  bar,  could  not  fail  to  fecure  the  triumph  of  the 
patriots  of  the  k/f,  if  they  were  all  honefi,  and  could  but 
remain  united. 

Brifibt  came  to  vifit  us.  I  know  nothing  fo  plea- 
fant  as  a  firft  interview  between  perfons,  who  have 
grown  intimate  by  means  of  an  epiftolary  correfpondence, 
without  being  perfonally  acquainted.  They  gaze  upon 
each  other,  curious  to  obferve  whether  the  features  of  the 
face  accord  with  the  phyfignomy  of  the  mind,  and  whe- 

*  The  only  man  in  the  revolution,  whole  genius  could  guide  the 
others,  and  fway  the  whole  alVcmbly,  Great  from  his  talents,  little 
from  his  vices,  but  always  fuperior  to  the  multitude,  and  always  mailer 
of  himfelf,  when  he  would  take  the  pains  to  command  his  paffions. 
He  died  foon  after :  I  thought  feafonably  for  his  fame,  and  for  free- 
dom :  though  events  have  iullrufted  me  to  regret  him.  The 
counterpoife  of  a  man  of  fuch  weight  was  wanting,  to  check 
the  a£tion  of  a  pack  of  curs,  and  preferve  us  from  the  domination  of 
ruffians. 

f  The  court  party,  fo  called.  The  uniform  of  the  emigrants  af- 
femblejl  at  Coblentz  with  the  princes  was  black.     Trarff 
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tlier  the  perfon's  ciitHde  conBrrn  the  opinion  of  him  that 
had  been  previoufly  entertained.  The  fimple  manners, 
natural  negligence,  and  franknefs  of  Briffotj  appeared  to 
me  in  perfe6i:  harmony  with  the  aufterity  of  his  prin- 
ciples 3  but  I  found  in  him  a  fort  of  levity  of  mind  and 
difpofidon,  which  was  not  equally  fuitable  to  the  gravity 
of  a  philofopher.  This  aiv/ays  gave  me  pain,  and  of  this 
his  enemies  never  failed  to  take  advantage.  In  propordon 
as  I  became  more  acquainted  with  him,  I  efteemed  him 
the  more.  It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  combine  more 
complete  difintereilednefs  with  greater  zeal  for  the  public 
welfare,  or  to  purfue  the  general  good  with  more  entire 
forgetfulnefs  of  private  interell: :  but  his  writings  are  better 
fitted  to  effedluate  it  than  his  perfon ;  for  they  carry  with 
them  all  the  authority,  v/hich  reafon,juftice,  and  intelligence 
can  give  J  while  in  perfon  he  can  affume  none,  for  want  of 
dignity.  He  is  the  befl  of  men.  A  good  hufband,  an 
affeiSlionate  father,  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  virtuous  citizen, 
his  company  is  as  agreeable,  as  his  temper  is  eafy:  con- 
fiding even  to  impruJence,  and  as  gay,  as  fimple,  and  as 
ingenuous,  as  a  boy  of  fifteen,  he  was  formed  to  live  with 
tiie  wife,  and  to  be  the  dupe  of  the  wicked.  Learned 
in  the  fcience  of  law,  and  devoted  from  his  youth  to  the 
fbady  of  fociai  dudes,  and  the  great  means  of  human 
happinefs,  he  judges  well  of  man,  but  of  men  he  has  no 
fort  of  knowledge.  He  knows,  that  vice  exifts;  but 
he  cannot  believe  any  one  vicious,  who  fpeaks  to  him 
with  an  open  countenance :  and  when  he  has  difcovered 
a  man  to  be  fo,  he  treats  him  as  an  idiot,  who  is  to  be 
pitied,  without  harbouring  the  leafl  miftruft.  Of  hatred 
he  is  incapable :  one  would  fuppofe  that  his  mind,  with  all 
its  fenfibllity,  poiTeffes  not  fufficient  llrength  for  a  fen- 
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timent  of  fuch  energy.  Extenfive  in  his  knowledge,  he 
writes  with  extreme  facility,  and  compofes  a  treacife,  as 
another  would  copy  a  fong :  hence  the  difcriminating 
eye  difcerns  in  his  works  the  hafty  touch  of  a  quick,  and 
often  light  mind,  though  the  groundwork  itfelf  is  ex- 
cellent. His  activity  and  good-nature,  which  make  him 
ready  to  do  any  thing,  which  he  conceives  may  be  of  ufe, 
have  given  him  an  appearance  of  interfering  in  every 
thing;  and  have  drawn  upon  him  the  charge  of  in- 
triguing, from  thofe  who  are  in  want  of  a  fLibje(5t  of  ac- 
cul'ation.  What  a  curious  intriguer  is  a  man,  who  never 
attends  to  himfelf,  or  thofe  belonging  to  him  j  who  is 
alike  incapable  of,  and  averfe  to,  confuking  his  own  in- 
tereft ;  and  who  is  no  more  afhamed  of  poverty,  than 
afraid  of  death,  looking  upon  both  of  them  as  the  ufuai 
rewards  of  public  virtue.  I  have  ken  him  dedicating  his 
whole  time  to  the  revolution,  for  no  other  end  than  to 
forward  the  triumph  of  truth,  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  public  i  and  afTiduoufly  employed  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  his  journal,  which  he  might  eafily  have 
made  a  matter  of  fpeculation,  if  he  had  not  chofen 
to  be  content  with  the  .moderate  recompence  made 
him  by  his  partner.  His  wife,  as  humble  as  him- 
felf, with  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfe,  and  fome  (trength 
of  mind,  judged  more  properly  of  things.  Ever 
fince  their  marriage  her  vievvs  had  been  turned  to- 
wards the  United  States  of  America,  as  the  abode  moft 
fuitable  to  their  taile  and  manners,  and  a  place  where  it 
was  eafy  to  fettle  with  very  flender  means.  BrilTot  had 
made  a  voyage  thither  in  confequence  i  and  they  were 
on  the  point  of  embarking  for  that  diftant  Ihore,  when 
the  revolution  came  and  chained  him  to  his  native  land. 
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Born  at  Chartres,  and  a  fchool-fellow  of  Petion,  who  is  a 
nativeof  the  fame  town,  Briffot  became  ftill  more  inti- 
mate with  him  in  the  conftituent  affembly,  where  his 
labours  and  information  were  often  of  ufe  to  his  friend. 
He  made  us  acquainted  v/ith  him,  as  v/ell  as  with  feveral 
other  members,  whom  old  habits  of  friendihip,  or  the 
mere  fimilitude  of  principles,  and  zeal  for  the  public 
good,  brought  often  together  to  compare  their  views. 
It  was  even  agreed  upon,  that  they  fhould  meet 
at  my  apartment  four  evenings  in  the  week,  bccaufe  I 
was  a  very  domeftic,  and  could  afford  them  good  ac- 
commodations, and  becaufe  my  lodgings  were  fo  fitu- 
ated,  as  to  be  at  no  great  diflance  from  any  of  the  per- 
fons  who  compofed  this  little  club. 

This  arrangement  fuited  me  perfedly :  it  made  me 
acquainted  v*'ith  the  progrefs  of  public  affairs,  in  which 
I  felt  myfelf  deeply  intereftedj  and  favoured  my  tafte  for 
purfuing  political  fpeculations,  and  fludying  mankind.  I 
knew  what  part  became  oneofmyfex,  and  never  ftepped 
out  of  it.  The  political  debates  paffcd  in  my  prefence, 
without  my  taking  any  part;.  Sitting  at  a  table  without 
the  circle,  I  employed  myfelf  in  working  at  my  needle, 
or  writing  letters,  while  they  were  deUberating  ;  and  yet; 
if  I  difpatched  ten  epiftles,  which  was  fometim.cs  the  cafe^, 
I  did  not  lofe  a  fingle  fyllable  of  what  was  fiying,  and 
more  than  cnce  bit  my  lips,  to  reftrain  my  impatience  ta 
Ipeak. 

What  ftruck  me  mod,  and  dillreffed  me  exceedingly, 
was  that  fort  of  light  and  frivolous  chit-chat,  in  which 
m?n  of  fenfe  pafs  three  or  four  hours,  without  coming  to 
any  conclufion.  Taking  things  in  detail,  you  would 
have  lieard  excellent  principles  maintained^  good  ideas 
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ftarted,  and  fome  good  plans  propofed ;  but  upon  bring- 
ing the  whole  togetherj  there  appeared  to  be  no  path 
marked  out,  no  fixed  refuk,  nor  any  determinate  point,  to- 
wards which  it  was  agreed  upon  that  each  perfon  fhould 
dired  his  views. 

Sometimes  for  very  vexation  I  could  have  boxed  the 
ears  of  thefe  philofophers,  whom  I  daily  learnt  to  efteem 
more  and  more  for  the  honefty  of  their  hearts,  and  the 
purity  of  their  intentions :  excellent  reafoners  all,  and  all 
philofophers,  and  learned  politicians  in  theory  ;  but  being 
totally  ignorant  of  the  art  of  managing  mankind,  and  con- 
fequently  of  fwaying  an  affembly,  their  wit  and  learning 
were  2:enerallv  lavifhed  to  no  end. 

And  yet  I  have  known  fome  good  decrees  thus  'plan- 
ned, which  have  afterwards  pafled.  But  foon  the  coa- 
lation  of  the  minority  of  the  nobility  completely  weaken- 
ed the  leftfide^  and  produced  the  evils  attendant  on  a  re- 
vifal  of  the  conftitution.  There  remained  but  a  fmall 
number  of  inflexible  men,  who  durft  contend  for  prin- 
ciples ;  and  towards  the  conckifion  thefe  were  re- 
duced to  little  more  than  Buzot,  Petion,  and  Robef- 
pierre. 

At  that  time  Robefpierre  had  to  me  the  femblance  of 
an  honeft  man  -,  and  for  the  fake  of  his  principles  I  for- 
gave the  defedls  of  his  language,  and  his  tirefome  way  of 
fpealdng.  I  had,  however,  remarked,  that  he  was  always 
referved  in  thefe  committees,  hearing  the  opinions  of  allj 
and  feldom  giving  his  own,  or  when  he  did,  not  being atthe 
pains  to  fet  forth  the  reafons  on  which  it  was  grounded, 
I  have  been  told,  that  the  next  day  he  was  the  firft  to- 
mount  the  tribune,  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  argu- 
ments which  the  evening  before  he  had  heard  delivered 
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hy  his  friends.    When  he  was  fometimes  gently  reproved 
for  this  condu6l,  he  would  get  off  by  a  jokcj  and  his 
artifice  was  forgotten,  as  the  efFe6t  of  that  devouring  feif- 
love,  by  v/hich  he  was  fo  cruelly  tormented.     This  how- 
ever was  in  fome  degree  deilruftive  of  confidence ;  for 
if  any  expedient  were  to  be  devifed,  any  mode  of  proceed- 
ing to  be  determined  upon,  and  any  caft  of  parts  to  be 
adopted  in   confequence,  there  could  never  be  any  cer- 
tainty that  Robefpierre  would  not  come,  as  it  were  in  a 
freak,  and  thwart  the  bufinefs ;  or  elfe  with  a  view  of 
afcribing  the  honour  to  himfelf,  bring  forward  the  affair 
inconfiderately,  and  by  fo  doing  ruin  all.     Pcrfuaded  at 
that   time    that  Robefpierre  was   paffionately  fond    of 
liberty,  I  was  inclined  to  attribute  his  faults  to  an  excefs 
of  fiery  zeal.     Thrtkind  of  referve,  which  feems  to  in- 
dicate either  the  fear  of  being  feen  through,  becaufe  we 
ca:n  get  nothing   by  being  known,  or  the  diftruft  of  a 
man  who  can  find  no  reafon  in  his  own  bofom,  for 
giving   others  credit   for  virtue ;  that  kind  of  referve, 
for  which  Robefpierre   is  remarkable,    gave  me  pain^ 
but  I  miftook  it  for  modefty.     Thus  it  is  that,  with  a  fa- 
vourable prepofiefTion,  we  transform  the  moft  untoward 
indications  into  fymptoms  of  the  moft  amiable  qualities. 
Never  did  the  fmile  of  confidence  reft  on  the  lips  of 
Robefpierre,  while  they  were  almoft  always  contradled  by 
the  malignant  grin  of  envy,  ftriving  to  alTume  the  fea- 
tures of  difdain.     His  talents,  as  an  orator,  were  below 
mediocrity;  his  vulgar  voice,  ill  chofen  expreffions,  and 
faulty  pronunciation,  rendering  his  difcourfe  extremely 
tirefome.     But  he  maintained  principles  with  warmth 
and  perfeverancej  and  there  was  fome  courage  in  con- 
tinuing to  do  fo,  at  a  [time  when  the  defenders  of  the 
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caufe  of  the  people  were  greatly  dimlnifhed  in  num- 
ber. The  court  detefted  and  calumniated  them:  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them,  was  therefore  the  duty  of  a 
patriot.  I  efteemed  Robefpierre  on  this  account ;  I  told 
him  as  much ,  and  even  when  he  was  not  very  affi- 
duous  at  the  little  club,  he  occafionally  came  to  take  his 
dinner  at  our  houfe.  I  had  been  much  ftruck  with  the 
terror  that  feemed  to  have  taken  pofiefTion  of  his  mind 
on  the  day  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varcnnes.  That  after- 
noon I  found  him  at  Petion's,  where  he  laid  with  great 
alarm,  that  the  royal  family  would  never  have  taken  fuch 
a  Hep,  without  having  a  coalition  in  Paris,  to  dired  a 
maflacrc  of  the  patriots  j  and  that  he  did  not  exped:  to 
live  four  and  twenty  hours.  Petion  and  Briffot  on  the 
contrary  faid,  that  the  flight  would  be  the  king's  ruin, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  turned  to  good  account :  they 
obferved  that  the  people  were  perfedtly  well  difpofed, 
and  would  be  more  clearly  convinced  of  the  treachery  of 
the  court  by  this  ftep,  than  they  would  have  been  by  the 
ableft  publications :  that  this  Angle  fad  rendered  it  evi- 
dent to  all,  that  the  king  was  adverfe  to  the  conftitution, 
which  he  had  fworn  to  maintain;  that  this  was  the 
moment  to  fecure  a  more  homogenous  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  prepare  men's 
minds  for  a  repubhc.  Robefpierre,  with  his  ufual  fneer, ' 
and  biting  his  nails,  afked  what  was  a  republic?  The 
plan. of  a  paper  entitled  the  Republican,  of  which  two 
numbers  only  were  publiihed.,  was  then  devifed.  Du- 
mont  of  Geneva,  a  man  of  confiderable  abilities,  was  the 
editor  J  du  Chatelet,  an  officer  in  the  army,  lent  his 
name;  and  Condorcet,  BriiTot,  and  others,  were  pre- 
paring to  give  their  alTifiance.     The  feizure  of  the  king's 
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pcrfon  gave  Robefpierre  great  pleafure  j  he  faw  in  It  the 
prevention  of  niuch  mifchief,  and  laid  afide  the  fears  he 
entertained  on  his  own  account  j  but  the  red  of  the  party 
Vi^ere  forry  for  the  event:  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  bringing  back  a  peft  into  the  government ;  that  in- 
triguing would  revive;  and  that  the  effervefcence  of  the 
public  mindj  allayed  by  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  culprit 
detained,  would  no  longer  ferve  to  fecond  the  efforts  of 
the  friends  of  freedom.  They  judged  aright;  and  with 
the  lefs  rifk  of  being  miftaken,  as  the  reconciliation  of 
Lafayette  with  the  Lameths  proved  the  exifcence  of  a 
new  coalition,  which  could  not  have  the  public  good 
for  its  foundation.  It  was  impoffible  to  counterbalance 
it,  uniefs  by  the  force  of  opinion  difplayed  in  a  powerful 
manner;  for  v;hich  the  patriots  never  had  more  than 
their  pens,  and  their  voices;  but  when  any  popular  / 
commotion  came  to  their  aid,  they  welcomed  it  with 
pleafure,  without  inquiring  how  it  was  produced,  or 
giving  themfelves  much  trouble  about  it.  There 
was  behind  the  curtain  a  party,  whom  the  arifto- 
crats  accufed  with  fo  much  vehemence,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  the  patriots  not  to  be  tempted  to  forgive 
him,  fo  long  as  they  perceived  nothing,  but  what  might 
be  made  to  contribute  to  the  public  advantage :  befides, 
they  could  not  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  perfon  in 
queftion  was  any  way  formidable. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  command  our  paflions  in  the  time  of 
a  revoludon :  there  is  indeed  no  inftance  of  one  accom- 
pliHied  without  their  afiiftance.  Great  obftacles  are  to 
be  overcome;  and  this  cannot  be  effecfted  without  an 
ardour,  and  a  devotion  to  the  caufe,  bordering  upon  en- 
thufiafm,  or  tending  to  produce  it.     Hence  it  is  that  wc 
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grafp  with  avidity  at  every  thing  that  feems  to  ferve  our 
purpofe,  and  lofe  the  faculty  of  perceiving  what  may 
prove  injurious.  Hence  that  confidence,  that  cagernefs 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  a  fudden  movement,  without  tracing 
it  to  it's  origin,  in  order  to  know  how  to  direfb  it  aright: 
iind  hence  the  indelicacy,  if  I  may  ufe  the  exprefllon,  of 
fuffering  the  co-operation  of  agents  whom  we  do  not 
efteem,  but  whofe  proceedings  we  tolerate,  becaufe  they 
appear  to  tend  the  fame  way  as  our  own.  D 'Orleans 
Handing  fingly  was  furely  not  to  be  feared ;  but  his  name, 
his  connexions,  his  wealth,  and  his  advifers,  gave  him 
great  influence;  and  he  unqueftionably  adled  a  fecret 
part  in  all  popular  commotions.  Men  of  pure  intentions 
fufpefled  him :  but  all  this  they  confidered  as  a  fermen- 
tation neceflary  to  fet  the  inert  mafs  a  working :  they 
contented  themfelves  with  taking  no  fhare  in  them,  and 
flattered  themfelves,  that  they  fhould  make  every  thing 
turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  public :  they  were,  befides, 
more  inclined  to  afcrlbe  to  d'Orleans  the  defire  of  reveng- 
ing himfelf  on  a  court,  by  which  he  had  been  defpifed, 
and  which  he  was  inclined  to  humble,  than  any  defign  of 
his  own  elevation. 

The  jacobins  propofed  a  petition  to  the;  aflembly,  re- 
quefting  it  to  pafs  judgment  on  the  traitor  who  had  fled, 
or  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  concerning  the  treat- 
ment he  might  deferve;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  declare^ 
that  he  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Paris. 
Laclos,  that  Laclos  fo  remarkable  for  the  powers  of  his 
mind,  whom  nature  formed  for  the  management  of  great 
afi^airs,  but  whofe  vices  had-  made  him  dedicate  all  his 
faculties  to  intrigue;  Laclos,  devoted  to  d'Orleans,  and 
of  great  weight  in  his  council,  made  this  propofal  to  the 
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jacobins,  who  entertained  it  favourably,  and  among 
■whom  it  was  abetted  by  fome  hundreds  of  motion-ma- 
kers *  and  ftroUers,  who  came  thronging  from  the 
Palais-Royal  into  the  place  of  their  meeting  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night.  1  faw  them  arrive.  The  fociety  de- 
liberated in  the  prefence  of  that  mob,  who  were  alfo  al- 
lowed to  give  their  votes ;  fettled  the  fundamental  points 
of  the  petition^  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  it 
up,  of  which  Laclos  and  Briffot  were  members.  They 
were  bufied  about  it  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night :  for  it 
had  been  refolved,  that  a  deputation  of  the  fociety  fhould 
on  the  following  day  carry  it  to  the  Champ-de-MarSy 
there  to  be  fhown  to  all,  who  might  wifh  to  examine  or 
to  fign  it.  Laclos  pretended  that  he  had  a  head-ach  pro- 
ceeding from  want  of  fleep,  which  would  not  fuffer  him 
to  hold  the  pen:  he  therefore  requefted  Briffot  to  take  it^ 
and,  while  converfing  with  him  about  the  compofition, 
propofed,  for  the  laft  article,  fome  claufe,  I  know  not 
what,  which  called  for  the  reftoration  of  royalty,  and 
opened  a  road  for  d'Orleans  to  the  throne.  Briffot  re- 
jefted  it  with  warmth  and  aftonifhment;  and  the  other, 
like  an  able  politician,  gave  it  up,  under  the  pretence  of 
his  not  having  fufficiently  confidered  its  conlequences : 
well  aware,  that  he  fhould  ftill  find  means  to  get  it  foift- 
ed  in ;  which  in  fa6l  he  did,  fince  it  made  part  of  a 
printed  paper  that  was  difperfed  as  the  plan  agreed 
upon  by  the  jacobins.  But  when  the  fociety  which 
affembled  the  next  morning  to  examine  the  drau&ht  of 

*■  In  the  early  part  of  the  revolution,  the  garden  of  the  Tuilcries, 
and  the  interior  of  the  Palais  Royal,  were  tilled  with  groups  of 
twenty  or  tliirty  people,  in  the  midit  of  each  of  which  a  demagoo-ue 
sailed  a  motlonnairc  was  holding  forth.     Tra??/. 
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the  petition,  and  fend  it  away,  was  informed,  that  the 
national  affembly  had  decided  on  the  fate  of  the  king,  it 
difpatched  its  commifiioners  to  the  Champ-de-Mars, 
to  inform  the  people,  that  the  decree  refpefting  the 
king  having  palled,  there  was  no  longer  any  occafion 
for  the  intended  petition.  My  curioficy  had  carried  me 
to  the  Champ-de-la-federation  ^,  where  there  were  not 
more  than  two  or  three  hundred  perfons  fcattered  about 
the  environs  of  the  national  altar,  upon  which  deputies 
of  the  cordeliers,  and  of  the  fraternal  focieties,  bearing- 
pikes  with  pompous  infcriptions,  flood  haranguing  fmall 
groups,  and  exciting  their  indignation  againft  Lewis 
XVI.  It  was  faid,  that  as  the  jacobins  had  fuppreffed  their 
petition,  it  was  proper  that  fuch  citizens  as  were  zealous 
in  the  people's  caufe  fliould  draw  up  another,  and  af- 
femble  for  that  purpofe  on  the  enfuing  day.  Then  it  was 
that  the  partifans  of  the  court,  feeling  the  neceffity  of 
employing  terror,  concerted  the  means  of  ftriking  a 
decifive  blow.  They  prepared  their  meafures  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  unexpefted  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
and  its  prompt  execution,  produced  what  has  been  juftly 
called  the  maffacre  of  the  Champ-de-Mars*  The  terrified 
people  durft  not  ftir,  while  part  of  the  national  guard, 
feduced  or  deceived,  feconded  Lafayette,  either  out  of 
obfequioufnefs  to  the  court,  or  blind  confidence  in  his 
pretended  patriodfm,  and  ferved  as  a  rampart  againd 
their  fellow- citizens;  the  ftandard  of  death  was  difplaycd 
from  the  town-hall  j  and  the  revifion  of  the  confti- 
tution  was  effefled  under  its  influence.  The  formation 
of  the  club  o( Feuillans  had  been  planned  much  about  the 
fame  time,  to  weaken  the  jacobins;^  and  moft  alTuredly 

•*  The  new  name  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,     Tra?2f, 
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the  whole  proceedings  of  the  coalition  at  that  period 
proved,  how  much  the  court  and  its  partifans  were  fu- 
perior  to  their  adverfaries  in  weaving  a  tiffue  of  in- 
trigues. 

I  never  knew  affright  comparable  to  that  of  Robef^ 
pierre  under  thefe  circumftanccs.  There  was  indeed  a » 
Tumour  of  putting  him  on  his  trial,  which  was  pro- 
bably meant  only  to  intimidate  himj  and  it  was  faid,  that 
there  was  a  plot  at  the  Feuillans  both  againft  him, 
and  the  committee,  who  drew  up  the  petition  at  the  ja- 
cobins. Roland  and  I  were  really  uneafy  on  his  account, 
and  drove  to  his  houfe,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  Marais, 
at  eleven  at  night,,  to  offer  him  an  afylum  :  but  he  had 
already  quitted  his  habitation.  Thence  we  proceeded  to 
Buzot's  to  tell  him,  that  perhaps  it  would  not  be  amifs, 
if  without  leaving  the  fociety  of  the  jacobins,  he  were 
to  enter  into  that  of  the  feuillans,  in  order  to  fee  what  was 
going  forward,  and  to  be  ready  to  defend  thofe  whom 
they  might  wifh  to  perfeciate.  *  There  is  nothing  I 
would  not  do,'  laid  Buzot  after  fome  hefitation,  and 
fpeaking  of  Robefpierre,  '  to  fave  that  unhappy  young 
man  i  though  I  am  far  from  entertaining  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  him  that  many  others  do :  he  thinks  too  much  of 
himfelf,  to  be  greatly  in  love  with  liberty  j  but  he  ferves 
its  caufe,  and  that  is  enough  for  me.  The  public  muft 
neverthelefs  take  place  of  him  ;  and  I  fhould  be  incon- 
fiftent  in  my  principles,  and  exhibit  them  in  a  falfe  point 
of  view,  if  I  went  to  the  Feuillans.  1  have  too  much 
repugnance  to  a6l  a  part  that  would  oblige  me  to  put  on 
two  different  faces.  Gregoire  is  gone  thither:  he  will  let 
"US  know  what  is  going  on ;  but  after  all,  nothing  can  be 
done  to  affedl  Robefpierre,  without  the  intervention 
of  the  alTembly,  and  there  I  fliail  at  all  times  be  ready  to 
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undertake  his  defence.  As  to  the  Jacobins,  where  I 
have  been  little  of  late,  becaufe  my  regard  for  our  fpecies 
makes  me  grieve  to  fee  it  more  thaa  ufually  hideous  in 
that  noify  afTembly,  I  ihall  be  conftant  in  my  attendance, 
as  long  as  the  perfecucion  is  kept  up  againil  a  focietyi 
which  I  believe  to  be  ufeful  to  the  caufe  of  freedom/ 
Thefe  v/ords  of  Buzot  were  exa6lly  defcriptive  of  the 
man:  he  acts,  as  he  fpeaks,  with  truth  and  redlitude, 
the  ftrictell  probity,  adorned  with  the  pleafing  forms  of 
fendbility,  being  the  leading  feature  of  his  charader.  He 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  our  little  committee,  by  ths 
foundnefs  of  his  underftanding,  and  by  that  decided  man- 
ner which  befpeaks  a  man  of  integrity.  As  he  lived  at " 
no  great  diftance  from  our  houfe ;  and  his  wife,  though 
Ihe  did  not  appear  to  polTefs  a  mind  congenial  to  his, 
was  an  affable  woman;  we  vifited  each  other  frequently. 
When  the  fuccefs  of  Roland's  mifllon  with  refpeft  to  the 
debt  of  the  commune  of  Lyons  allowed  us  to  return  to 
Beaujolois,  we  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  Buzot  and 
Robefpierre.  That  v/ith  the  former  was  the  more  re- 
gular :  there  was  a  greater  familiarity  between  us,  a  wider 
foundation  for  friendfhip,  and  a  rich  flock  of  materials 
to  keep  it  from  flagging.  Our  friendfliip  became  in- 
timate and  unalterable.  Elfewhere  1  fhall  fay  how  this 
connexion  grew  clofer  ftill. 

Roland's  mifllon  having  detained  him  feven  months  ac 
Paris,  we  quitted  that  city  in  the  middle  of  September, 
after  his  obtaining  every  thing  for  Lyons  that  it  could 
defire  j  and  fpent  the  autumn  in  the  country,  employed 
in  the  vintage. 

One  of  the  lafl  acls  of  the  conftituent  aflTembly  was  the 
fuppreflion  of  infpeftors.     We  confidered,  whether  we 
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Hiould  determine  to  remain  in  the  country,  or  whether  k 
would  be  better  to  go  and  pals  the  winter  in  Paris, 
where  Roland  might  prefer  his  claim  to  a  penfion,  as  a 
reward  for  forty  years  fervice ;  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
tinue his  labours  for  the  Encyclopedia,  which  he  v/ould  be 
fure  to  find  more  eafy  in  the  focus  of  fcience,  amidft: 
artifts  and  men  of  letters,  than  in  the  depth  of  a  defert. 

Wc  came  back  to  Paris  in  the  month  of  December.  As 
the  members  of  the  conftituent  alTembly  had  returned  to 
their  feveral  homes ;  and  Petion,  who  had  been  chofcn 
mayor,  was  wholly  occupied  with  the  cares  of  that  office, 
we  no  longer  had  any  rallying  point,  and.  faw  Briffoc 
himfelf  much  lefs  frequently  than  before.  The  whole 
of  our  attention  was  concentrated  at  home.  Roland's 
a6live  mind  infpired  him  with  the  idea  of  eftablifhing  a 
journal  of  iifeflil  artss  and  by  the  charms  of  fludy  we  en- 
deavoured to  divert  our  attention  from  public  affairs, 
which  feemed  to  be  in  a  lamentable  ftate.  Several  de- 
puties of  the  legiflative  aflembly  ufed  however  to  meet 
fometimes  at  the  apartments  which  one  of  them  oc- 
cupied in  the  Place  Fendome;  and  Roland,  whofe  patriot- 
ifm  and  knowledge  were  held  in  high  efteem,  was  in- 
vited to  make  one  of  the  party:  but  he  difliked  the 
diftance,  and  feldom  v;ent.  One  of  our  friends,  who 
was  frequently  there,  informed  us,  about  the  middle  of 
March,  that  the  court,  full  of  alarm  and  perplexity,  was 
defirous  of  doing  fomeching  to  regain  its  popularity  j 
that  it  would  have  no  great  objeftion  to  appoint  jacobin 
iiiiniftersj  and  that  the  patriots  were  bufied  in  endea- 
vouring to  make  the  choice  fall  upon  men  of  ft:eadin€fs 
and  ability  -,-  which  was  of  the  more  importance,  as  it 
might  only  be  a  fnare  on  the  part  of  the  court,  which 
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would  not  be  ferry  to  have  wrong-headed  perfons  forced 
upon  ic,  who  might  become  juft  objects  of  complaint 
or  derifion.  He  added,  that  feveral  perfons  had  turned 
their  thoughts  towards  Roland,  whofe  rank  in  the  re- 
public of  letters,  adminiftrative  knowledge,  and  reputa- 
tion for  juftice  and  vigour  of  mind,  afforded  a  profpe6l 
of  (lability.  Roland  at  that  time  went  frequently  to  the 
jacobin  fociety,  and  was  one  of  the  perfons  employed  in 
its  committee  of  correfpondence.  The  idea  however 
feemed  to  me  to  be  vlfionary,  and  made  but  little  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind. 

The  lift  of  the  fame  month,  Briflbt  called  upon  me 
in  the  evening,  and  repeated  the  famie  thing  in  a  more 
pofitivc  manner  -,  afking  at  the  fame  time  whether  Ro- 
land would  confent  to  take  fuch  a  burden  on  him. 
I  faid  in  anfwer,  that,  having  mentioned  the  mat- 
ter to  him  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  when  the  idea 
was  firft  ftarted,  it  had  appeared  to  me,  that  after  taking 
all  the  difficulties  and  danger  into  the  account,  his  zeal 
and  adivity  would  not  objed  to  fuch  a  field  for  ex- 
ertion }  but  that  it  was  a  bufmefs  which  required  further 
confideration.  Roland  did  not  fhrink  from  the  tafk: 
the  idea  he  entertained  of  his  own  abilities  infpired  him 
with  a  hope  of  being  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of  free- 
dom and  to  his  country:  and  fuch  v/as  the  anfwer  that 
was  given  to  Briflbt  on  the  following  day. 

On  Friday,  the  a3d,  at  eleven  in  the  evening,  Ifaw 
him  walk  into  our  apartm.ent  with  Dumouriez;  who 
tame  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  council,  to  inform 
Roland  of  his  being  appointed  minifter  for  the  home- 
department,  and  to  falute  him  as  his  colleague.  They 
ftayed   a    few  minutes  -,  and    an  hour  of  the  following 
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day  was  fixed  for  Roland  to  take  the  oaths.  ^  There 
goes  a  man,'  faid  I  when  they  went  away,  fpeaking  of 
Dumouriez,  whom  I  had  never  feen  before  j  '  there  goes 
a  man  of  a  fabde  mind,  and  a  deceitful  looks  againfi: 
whom  perhaps  it  will  behove  you  to  be  more  upon  your 
guard  than  againft  any  man  whatever:  he  expreHed 
great  pleafure  at  the  patriotic  choice  he  was  em.ployed 
to  announce,  and  yet  I  lliall  not  be  furprifed  if  on  fome 
future  day  he  bring  about  your  difmifficn.' — DumourieZ;, 
indeed,  at  the  firft  glance,  appeared  to  me  fo  widely 
different  from  Roland,  that  I  could  not  fuppofe  it  pofli- 
ble  for  them  to  ail  long  in  concert.  On  one  fide  I 
beheld  integrity  and  franknefs  perfonified,  with  rigid 
juftice  devoid  of  all  courtly  arts,  and  of  all  the  dexterous 
manoeuvres  of  a  man  of  the  world :  on  the  other  I  fan- 
cied I  could  recognize  a  libertine  of  great  parts,  a  deter- 
mined adventurer,  inclined  to  make  a  jeft  of  every  thing, 
except  his  own  intereft  and  fame.  It  was  not  difficult 
to  infer,  that  fuch  elements  would  ad  repulfively  upon 
each  other. 

Roland's  incredible  induflry,  his  readinefs  in  bufinefs, 
aftd  his  methodical  turn,  foon  enabled  him,  when  mi- 
nifter,  to  make  an  arrangement  in  his  head  of  all  the 
various  branches  of  his  department.  But  the  principles 
and  habits  of  the  chief  clerks  rendered  his  employment 
extremely  laborious.  He  was  obliged  to  be  on  his  guard, 
and  CO  contend  moil:  ftrenuoufly  to  prevent  any  thing  con- 
tradi(5lory  from  taking  place  in  his  official  proceedings ; 
he  was  engaged  in  fhort  in  one  continued  ftruggle  with  his 
agents.  He  ftrongly  felt  the  neceffity  of  changing  them ; 
but  he  was  too  prudent  to  do  fo,  before  he  had  become  fa- 
miliar with  afFaij;s,  and  fecured  proper  perfons  to  fupply  their 
'  placeSo 
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places.  As  to  the  council,  its  fittings  rather  refembled 
the  chit-chat  of  a  private  party,  than  the  deliberations  of 
ftatefmen.  Each  minifter  brought  with  him  ordinances 
and  proclamations  to  be  figned;  and  the  minifter  of 
juftice  prefented  decrees  to  be  fanftioned.  The  king 
read  the  gazette ;  quefiioned  each  of  them  about  his 
private  affairs,  thus  teftifying  with  no  fmali  lliare  of 
addrefs  that  fort  of  kind  concern,  of  which  the  great 
knew  hov/  to  make  a  merit;  talked  like  a  plain  man 
about  affairs  in  general ;  and  at  every  turn  profelTed, 
with  an  air  of  franknefs,  his  defire  to  put  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  force.  For  the  firft  three  weeks,  Roland  and 
iClaviere  appeared  almoft  enchanted  with  the  king's  ex- 
cellent difpofition  of  mind,  giving  him  credit  on  his  bare 
word,  and  rejoicing,  like  honeft  men,  at  the  turn  that 
things  were  about  to  take,  *  Good  God !'  faid  I : 
*  when  I  fee  you  fet  out  for  the  council  with  all  that 
delightful  confidence,  it  always  feems  to  me  that  you 
are  on  the  point  of  committing  fome  egregious  ail  of 
folly.' — I  never  could  bring  myfelf  to  believe  in  the 
conftitutional  vocation  of  a  king  born  and  brought  up 
in  defpotifm,  and  accuftomed  to  exercife  arbitrary  fway. 
Lev/is  XVI  muft  have  been  a  man  above  the  common 
race  of  mortals,  had  he  been  fincerely  the  friend  of  a 
conftitution  that  reftrained  his  power;  and  if  fuch  a 
man,  he  would  never  have  fuifered  thofe  events  to 
occur  which  brought  about  the  revolution. 

The  firft  time  Roland  appeared  at  court,  the  plainnefs 
of  his  apparel,  his  round  hat,  and  his  fhoes  tied  Vv'ith 
ribbands,  were  matters  of  aftoniftiment  and  offence  to  all 
the  court  valets;  to  thofe  beings,  who,  deriving  their 
fole  confequence  fiom  etiquette,  believed  that  the  fafety 
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of  the  flate  depended  on  its  prefervation.  The  mafter 
of  the  ceremonies,  ftepping  up  to  Dumouriez  with  alarm 
in  his  countenance  ^nd  a  contra6ted  brow,  pointed  out 
Roland  by  a  glance  of  the  eye:  Oh  dear!  Sir,  faid  he 

in  a  vvhifper,  he  has  no  buckles  in  his  Ihoes ! ^Oh 

Lord!  Sir,  anfwered  Dumouriez,  with  gravity  truly 
laughable,  we  are  all  ruined  and  undone. 

A  council  being  held  four  times  a  week,  the  minifters 
agreed  to  dine  on  thofe  days  at  one  another's  houfes  by 
turns ',  and  every  Friday  I  received  them  as  my  guetls. 
Degrave  was  then  miniHer  of  war.  He  was  a  little  man, 
in  every  fenfe  of  the  word  :  nature  had  made  him  gentle, 
and  timid  -,  his  prejudices  prompted  him_  to  be  haughty, 
while  his  heart  infpired  him  with  the  defire  of  being  amia- 
ble ',  and  in  his  perplexity  to  reconcile  thefe  jarring  af-: 
fedions,  he  became  nothing  at  all.  I  think  I  fee  him 
now,  walking  on  his  heels  like  a  courder,  with  his  head 
ered  on  his  flender  body ;  turning  up  his  blue  eyes, 
which  he  could  not  keep  open  after  dinner  without 
the  help  of  two  or  three  cups  of  coffee  j  fpeaking  little, 
as  if  out  of  referve,  but  in  reality  for  want  of  ideas; 
and  at  length  fo  bewildered  in  the  Ubyrinth  of  his  official 
bufmefs,  as  to  afk  |eave  to  retire.  Lacojiej  a  true  jack  in 
office  of  the  old  order  of  things,  of  which  he  had  the 
inlignificant  and  awkv/ard  look,  cold  manner,  and  dog- 
matic tone,  wanted  none  of  thofe  advantages  which  a 
man  hackneyed  in  the  rourine  of  public  bufmefs  feldom 
fails  to  acquire ;  but  his  apparent  referve  and  difcretion 
concealed  a  violence  of  temper,  which  he  carried  wheri 
contradided  to  the  moil  ridiculous  excefs.  He  was  be- 
iides,  deficient  both  in  the  extenfive  views,  and  adivity, 
■pecelTary  for  a  miniiter, ,   Duranthon^  who  had  been  fent 
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for  from  Bourdeaux  to  be  made  minifter  of  juftice,  was 
an  honeft  man,  according  to  common  report ;  but  he 
was  very  indolent;  his  manner  indicated  vanity;  and  his 
timid  difpofidon,  and  pompous  prattle,  made  him  always 
appear  to  me  no  better  than  an  old  'voman.  Claviere, 
whofe  coming  into  office  was  preceded  by  a  reputadon  of 
great  fkill  in  finance,  was,  I  make  no  doubt,  well  in- 
formed upon  that  fubjecl,  of  which  I  am  no  judge.  Ac- 
tive, induftrious,  of  an  irritable  dilpofition,  obftinate,  as 
moll  men  are  who  live  much  in  the  retirement  of  the 
clofet,  and  cavilling  and  uncomplying  in  debate,  he  could 
not  do  otherwife  than  claih  with  Roland,  who  was  dry 
and  peremptory  in  difpute,  and  not  lefs  ftiff  in  opinion 
than  himfelf.  Thefe  two  men  were  made  to  efteem, 
without  loving  each  other;  and  they  have  not  belied 
their  deftiny.  Dumouriez  had  more  of  what  is  called 
parts  than  all  of  them  put  together,  and  lefs  morality 
than  any  one  of  the  number.  Diligent,  brave,  an  able 
general,  an  artful  courtier,  wridng  well,  fpeaking  fluent- 
ly, and  capable  of  great  undertakings,  he  wanted  nothing 
but  Itrength  of  mind  proportioned  to  his  genius,  and  a 
cooler  head  to  execute  the  plans  he  had  conceived. 
Agreeable  in  his  commerce  with  his  friends,  and  ready  to 
deceive  them  all;  attentive  to  women,  but  by  no  means 
calculated  to  l^jcceed  with  thofe,  whom  a  tender  paflion 
might  feduce  ;  he  was  made  for  the  minifterial  intrigues 
of  a  corrupt  and  faithlefs  court.  His  brilliant  qualities, 
and  love  of  fame,  gave  room  to  hope,  that  he  might  be 
employed  with  advantage  in  the  army  of  the  republic: 
and  perhaps  he  would  have  proceeded  in  the  right  path, 
if  the  convention  had  been  prudent ;  for  he  is  too  wife 
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not  to  aft  like  an  honeft  man,  when  his  doing  fo  is  con- 
ducive to  his  intereft  and  reputation. 

Degrave  was  fucceeded  by  Servan^  an  honeft  man, 
in  the  fulleft  fignification  of  the  term,  of  an  ardent  tem- 
per and  excellent  moral  character,  widi  all  the  auferityof 
a  philofopher,  and  all  the  benevolence  of  a  feeling  heart  j 
an  enlightened  patriot,  a  brave  foldier,  and  an  aflive 
minifter,  he  flood  in  need  of  nothing,  but  a  more  fober 
imagination,  and  a  more  flexible  mind. 

The  troubles  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  and  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  enemy,  calling  for  decifive  decrees,  the  refufal 
of  fandioning  them  completely  tore  away  the  veil  from 
Louis  XVI,  whofe  fincerity  was  already  ftrongly  fufpeft^ 
ed  by  fuch  of  his  miniflers  as  had  before  been  inclined 
to  believe  it  real  At  firft  the  refufal  was  not  pofitive  : 
the  king  being  defirous  of  confidering  the  fubjeft,  put 
off  the  fandion  till  the  following  council,  when  he  always 
found  reafons  for  deferring  it  ftill  longer.  This  pro- 
craflination  gave  his  minifters  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking 
out.  Roland  and  Servan,  in  particular,  remonftrated 
inceifantly,  and  fpoke  the  moft  ftriking  truths  with  be- 
coming fpirit. 

Their  fituadon  became  critical :  the  public  weal  was 
in  danger:  and  it  was  incumbent  on  minifters  truly 
patriotic,  either  to  provide  the  means  of  its  falyation,  or 
to  retire,  that  they  might  not  be  affifting  in  its  ruin. 
Roland  propofed  to  his  colleagues  a  letter  to  the  king 
purporting  as  much^  but  Claviere  cavilled  at  the  ex- 
preffions,  and  Duranthon,  who  was  fond  of  his  place,  was 
unwilling  to  rifk  the  lofs  of  it,  if  he  could  poffibly  keep 
it,  without   being  a  confeft  traitor.     Lacofte  did  not 
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approve  of  ftrong  meafures,  and  the  will  of  the  king 
appeared  to  him,  upon  the  whole,  the  beft  of  all  pof- 
fible  rules ;  while  Dumouriez  left  them  to  fettle  thb 
matter  among  themfclves,  that  he  might  be  more  at 
leifure  to  play  his  own  cards,  and  to  revenge  what  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  vexatious  affront.     The  tad:  was  as  follows. 

That  kind  of  rumour,  which  does  not  as  yet  amount 
to  the  opinion  of  the  public,  but  which  foreruns  and 
announces  it,  was  afloat  againft  Bonnccarrere,  whom 
Dumouriez  had  made  dire6lor-general  of  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs.  He  had  the  reputation,  the  talents, 
the  dilpofition,  and  the  manners  of  an  intriguer:  fo  at 
leaft  I  have  been  told  by  men  of  probity,  who  related 
various  circumftances  of  his  life,  and  lamented  the  choice 
that  Dumouriez  had  made. 

A  report  was  fpread  of  fome  place  being  bellowed  or 
affair  fettled,  by  Bonnecarrere,  on  his  receiving  a  confi- 
deration  of  a  hundred  thoufand  livres  ljC4-i6y']j  part  of 
which  was  to  be  given  to  madam  deBeauvert.     That  lady 
was  Dumouriez's  miftrefsj  and  lived  in  his  houfe,  where 
fhe  did  the  hopours  of  the  table,  to  the  great  difpleafure 
of  men  of  fenfe,  the  friends  of  morality  and  freedom  j 
for  fuch  licentioufnefs  in  a  fervant  of  the  public,  charged 
with  the  condudl  of  affairs  of  flate,  too  plainly  indicated  a 
contempt  of  decorum ;   efpecially  as  madam  Beauvert,  the 
fifter  of  Rivarol,  a  man  unfortunately  but  too  well  known, 
lived  in  the  midll  of  the  fworn  friends  of  ariftocracy,  peo- 
ple litde  entitled  to  commendation  in  any  point  of  view. 
Dumouriez's  condud,  even  if  it  had  not  been  fundamen- 
tally wrong,  was  impolitic,  and  calculated  to  excite  fuf- 
picion. 

I  was  frequently  vifited  by  Priffot,  and  feveral  other 
I  members 
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members  of  the  legifladve  affembly.  They  fometimes 
met  the  miniflers  at  my  houfci  and  kept  up  that  kind  of 
intimacy  with  them,  which  is  requlfite  among  men  v.'ho, 
being  devoted  alike  to  the  caufe  of  the  public,  ftand  in 
need  of  an  intercommunity  of  views  and  information,  in  or- 
der to  ierve  it  the  more  efFe6lually.  The  tiory  of  Bonne- 
carrere  was  related  to  one  of  them ;  and  the  parties  were 
jiientioned  by  name,  as  well  as  the  notary  in  whofe  hands 
the  money  was  depofited,  or  who  was  at  leaft  appointed  to 
receive  it ;  but  thefe  particulars  have  efcapcd  my  memory. 
I  only  recoliectj  that  two  men  of  chara6ter  came  to  my 
houfe  and  affirmed  them  in  the  prefence  of  three  or  four 
members  of  the  legillative  body,  one  of  whom,  a  friend  of 
Dumourez,  was  defirous  of  hearing  the  whole  ftory  from 
their  mcudis.  It  was  refolved  to  repeat  to  Dumouriez, 
with  a  degree  of  folemnity,  the  arguments  that  had  al- 
ready been  urged  to  him.  in  private,  concerning  the  ne- 
ceffity,  both  on  the  public  account  and  his  own,  of  mak- 
ing his  condu6l,  and  the  choice  of  his  agents,  more  con- 
formable to  the  political  principles  which  he  pretended 
to  entertain.  The  converfation  confcquently  took  place 
in  the  prefence  of  his  colleagues  and  of  three  or  four 
members  of  the  aiTembly.  Roland,  availing  himfelf  of 
the  authority  given  him  by  his  years,  and  charader, 
pointed  out  to  Dumouriez  the  neceffity  of  his  con- 
ducing himftlf  with  more  propriety  and  prudence  ;  and 
every  one  agreed,thar  this  iaft  trait  of  Bonnecarrere  ough^ 
to  open  his  eyes,  and  induce  him  to  put  fome  other  perfon 
in  his  place.  Dumouriez,  who  turned  Bonnecarrere's 
talents  to  good  account,  and  gave  himfelf  little  concern 
OM  the  fcore  of  morality,  treated  the  obfervations  of  his 
friends  with  great  levity,  and  at  length  rejected  them  with 
6  anger. 
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anger.  From  that  moment  he  difcontinued  all  intcr- 
courie  with  the  members,  behaved  with  greater  coolnefs 
to  his  colleagues,  and,  without  doubt,  no  longer  thought 
of  any  thing,  but  overturning  thofe  by  whofe  gravity  he 
was  the  moft  difpleafcd.  I  forefaw  the  efFed  of  this 
conference,  and  faid  to  Roland :  *  if  you  were  an  in- 
triguer, and  capable  of  conducing  yourfelf  according  to 
the  policy  of  the  old  court  and  government,  I  iliould  tell 
you,  that  the  moment  to  ruin  Dumouriez  is  at  hand,  if 
you  wifh  to  prevent  his  playing  you  a  trick.'  But  ho- 
nell  men  underftand  not  this  petty  warfare  j  and  Roland 
was  as  incapable  of  having  recourfe  to  it,  as  he  v/ould 
have  been  ill-fitced  to  carry  it  on. 

The  poftponement  of  the  fanftlon  was  neaHy  be- 
come a  refufal :  the  utmoft  limit  of  delay  was  at  hand  *. 
We  were  fenfible,  as  the  council  was  neither  fufficiently 
unanimous  nor  energetic  to  fpeak  out  in  a  collective 
fhape,  that  it  became  the  integrity  and  courage  of  Roland 
to  itep  forward  alone ;  and  between  us  two  we  determined 
on  his  famous  letter  to  the  king.  He  carried  it  with 
him  to  the  council,  with  the  intention  of  reading  it  aloud, 
the  very  day  when  Louis  XVI,  on  being  prelTed  anew 
for  his  fandlion,  required  each  of  his  m.inifters  to  give 
him  his  opinion  written  and  figned,  and  proceeded  ra- 
pidly to  difcufs  other  affairs.  Roland  returned  home, 
added  a  few  introduflory  lines  to  his  letter,  and  delivered 
the  whole  into  the  king's  hands,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nth  of  June. 

The  next  day,  the  i  ith,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  Servan 

*  By  the  conftitution  of  1789,  the  king  was  allowed  to  withhold 
his  fandlion  during  a  certain  number  of  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
his  neglefting  to  give  his  confent  amounted  to  a  refufal.    I'rafi/. 
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walked  into  my  room  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  *  give 
me  joy',  faid  he,  *  I  have  jufl  had  the  honour  of  being 
turned  away.'—'  That  is  an  honour/  anfwered  I,  *  that  my 
hufoand  will  foonfhare;  and  I  am  not  a  little  mortified 
that  you  ihould  get  the  ftart  of  us.'  He  then  related  to 
me,  thatj  having  been  with  the  king  in  the  morning  on 
particular  bufmefs,  he  had  ilrenuoufly  infilled  on  the 
neceffity  of  the  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  if  it  were 
fmcerely  his  intention  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  j 
that  the  king  had  turned  his  back  upon  him  in  very  ill- 
humour  ;  and  that  Dumouriez,  at  the  very  fame  inftant, 
was  coming  out  of  the  war  office,  whither  he  had  been  to 
take  his  portfolio  from,  him,  by  virtue  of  an  order,  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer. — '  V\''ho  ?  Dum.ouriez  ?  He 
is  afting  a  vile  part;  but  I  am  not  at  allfurprifed  at  it.' — 
The  three  preceding  days  Dumouriez  had  been  fi-equent- 
ly  at  the  Tuileries,  'and  had  held  long  conferences  with 
the  queen ;  with  v/hom,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  re- 
mark, that  Bonnecarrere  had  fom^e  interefb,  by  means  of 
her  wom.en.  Roland,  being  informed  that  Servan  was 
in  my  apartment,  quitted  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was 
giving  audience,  and  on  hearing  the  news,  requefced  his 
colleagues,  Dumouriez  excepted,  to  repair  to  the  hotel. 

It  was  his  opinion,  that  they  ought  not  to  wait  for  their 
difmiffion;  but  that  in  confequence  ofServan's  being  de- 
clared, it  became  all  thofe  who  profefled  the  fame  prin- 
ciples to  give  in  their  reiignations ;  unlefs  the  king  fhould 
recall  Servan,  and  difmifs  Dumouriez,  with  v/hom  they 
could  no  longer  fit  at  the  council-table.  Had  the  four 
minifters  acSted  thus,  the  court,  I  have  no  doubt,  w'ould 
have  been  not  a  little  embarrafled  to  replace  them ;  it 
would  have  done  honour  to  Lacofte  and  Duranthon,  and 
the  affair  would  have  had  a  more  ftriking  efFe<5t  upon  the 
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public  mind :  but  it  was  deflined  to  have  that  effect  after- 
wards in  a  different  way. 

The  minifters  came  and  debated  for  a  long  while, 
without  coming  to  any  refolution,  except  that  they 
would  meet  again  the  next  morning  at  eight,  and  that 
Roland  fhould  prepare  a  letter  in  the  mean  time.  I 
could  never  have  believed,  had  not  circumftances  put  me 
in  the  way  of  knowing  it,  that  foundnefs  of  judgment, 
and  a  firm  temper  of  mind,  are  things  fo  uncommon, 
and  confequently  that  fo  few  men  are  fit  for  the  tranf« 
a6tion  of  bufmefs,  particularly  that  of  the  ftate.  Would 
you  wilh  to  meet  with  the  above  qualities  in  con- 
junflion  with  perfetfl  diiintereftednefs  ? — "  That  were  in- 
deed the  Arabian  bird,"  fcarcely  feen  once  in  a  long  fuc- 
ceiTion  of  ages.  I  no  longer  wonder,  that  men  fuperior 
to  the  herd,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  empires,  com- 
monly entertain  a  fovereign  contempt  for  tlieir  Ipecies  : 
it  is  the  almoft:  inevitable  confequence  of  an  extenfive 
knowledge  of  the  worlds  ^nd  to  avoid  the  errors,  into 
which  fuch  a  lentiment  may  lead  thofe  to  whom  the 
welfare  of  a  nation  is  entrufted,  requires  a  fund  of  philo- 
fophy  and  magnanimity  very  extraordinary  indeed. 

The  minifters  came  at  the  appointed  hour;  exprefled 
their  doubts  about  the  letter;  and  at  length  concluded, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  goto  the  king,  and  declare  their 
ientiments  in  perfon.  This  expedient  appeared  to  me 
no  better  than  an  evafion ;  for  certain  it  is,  that  a  man 
never  fpeaks  fo  boldly  as  he  may  venture  to  write,  to  a 
perfon,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  and  the  force  of 
cuftom,  lays  claim  to  particular  refpe(^l.  It  was  agreed 
Upon  that  they  Ihould  take  Lacofte,  who  had  not  yet  made 
his  appearance,  along  with  them,  or  at  leaft  that  they 
Ihould  invite  him  to  be  one  of  the  party.   But  fcarcely  had 
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thefe  gentlemen  aflembled  at  the  admiralty-office,  when 
a  meflenger  from  the  king  brought  Duranthon  an  order 
to  repair  to  the  palace  immediately  and  alone,  Claviere 
and  Roland  told  him,  that  they  would  go  and  wait 
for  his  return  at  the  chancery.  They  had  not  been 
there  long  before  Duranthon  made  his  appearance  in 
folemn  filence,  with  a  long  face,  and  a  hypocritical  ap- 
pearance of  forrow,  taking  flowly  out  of  his  pocket  an 
order  from  the  king  for  each  of  the  other  two. — *  Give  it 
me,'  faid  Roland,  with  a  fmile  :  '  I  perceive  already  that 
our  delays  have  made  us  lofe  the  dart.' — In  fatt  he 
brought  their  difmiflions. 

*Well!  I  am  turned' out  too,'  faid  my  hulband  on 
his  return. — '  I  hope,*  anfwered  I,  'that  it  is  better  de- 
ferved  on  your  part,  than  on  that  of  any  one  elfe  ;  but 
you  (liould  not  by  any  means  allow  the  king  to  announce 
it  to  the  afiembly  t  fince  he  has  not  profited  by  the  lefTon 
given  him  in  your  letter,  you  ought  to  render  that  leflbn 
ufeful  to  the  public,  by  making  it  known.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  me  more  confiftent  with  the  courage  evinced  by 
writing  it,  than  the  hardihood  of  fending  a  copy  to  the 
afiembly:  on  hearing  of  your  difmiffion,  it  will  alfo  be 
acquainted  with  the  caufe.' 

This  idea  could  not  fail  to  be  agreeable  to  my  huf- 
band.  It  was  adopted ;  and  every  body  knows  the  ap- 
probation which  the  ajQfembly  gave  to  the  letter,  by  or- 
dering it  to  be  printed  and  fent  to  the  depaitments,  as  well 
as  the  honour  they  did  to  the  three  minifiers  by  declaring 
that  the  regret  of  the  nation  attended  them  in  their  re- 
treat. In  my  own  mind  I  am  convinced,  and  I  think  thef 
event  has  proved  it^  that  Roland's  letter  contributed 
greatly  to  enlighten  the  French  nation ;  it  exhibited  to 
the  king,  with  fo  much  force  and  wifdom,  what  his  own 
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Interefl  required  of  him,  that  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  he 
refufed  his  compliance,  out  of  a  determined  oppofition 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution. 

When  I  recoHedt,  that  Pache  was  in  Roland's  clofet 
while  we  were  reading  the  rough  draught  of  that  letter, 
and-  that  he  deemed  it  an  adventurous  ftep  ;  when  I  re- 
fie6t  how  often  that  man  has  witnefTed  our  enthufiafm  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  our  zeal  to  ferve  it;  and  fee  him 
now  at  the  head  of  that  arbitrary  authority,  which  op- 
preffes  and  perfecutes  us  as  enemies  of  the  republic:  I 
afk  myfelf^  whether  I  be  awake,  and  whether  the  dream 
mufl  not  terminate  in  the  punifliment  of  that  infamous 
hypocrite. 

Thus  did  we  return  to  private  life.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
afked,  whether  I  never  knew  any  further  particulars  con- 
cerning the  manner,  in  which  Roland  was  called  into  ad- 
mi  niftration.  I  can  fafely  fay,  I  never  did ;  and  that  I  never 
even  thought  of  inquiring  about  it :  for  it  appeared  to 
me  to  be  brought  about  like  many  other  things  in  this 
world ;  the  idea  occurs  to  fome  one  perfon,  many  ap- 
prove it,  and  with  this  fupport  it  attracts  the  notice  of 
people  capable  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  I  perceived,  that 
the  bufinefs  in  queftion  had  flruck  fome  of  the  members  j 
but  I  know  not  who  it  was  that  liril:  propofed  it  j  nor  by 
whom  it  was  tranfmitted  to  the  court.  Roland  knew  no 
more  of  it,  and  gave  himfelf  no  more  concern  about  it, 
than  I.  When  a  fuccelTor  to  Degrave  was  thought  of 
for  the  war  department,  the  minifters  and  patriotic  mem- 
bers did  not  know  whither  to  dircffl  their  views,  almofh 
all  the  officers  of  the  army,  of  any  repute,  being  looked 
upon  as  enemies  to  the  conftitution.  Roland  at  laft 
thought  of  Servan,  a  military  man,  who  had  earned  the 
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crofs  of  St  Lewis  by  his  fervicesj  and  whofe  principles 
were  not  doubtful,  fince  he  had  difplayed  them  before  • 
the  revolution,  in  a  publication,  called  the  Citizen  Sol- 
dier, which  had  ^been  well  received.  We  were  per- 
fonally  acquainted  with  him,  in  confequence  of  feeing, 
him  at  Lyons,  where  he  enjoyed  the  well-earnt  re- 
putation of  an  a6live  and  (agacious  man:  he  had  befides^ 
in  the  year  1790,  loft  a  place  at  court,  where  his  civifm 
was  not  agreeable  to  Monfieur  Guynard-St.-Prieft. 
Thefe  confiderations  induced  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil to  join  in  propofmg  him  to  the  king,  by  whom  he 
was  accepted. 

As  foon  as  my  hulband  was  In  the  miniftry,  I  came  to 
a  fixed  determinadon,  neither  to  pay  nor  receive  vifits, 
nor  invite  any  female  to  my  table.  I  had  no  great  facri- 
fices  to  make  on  that  head:  for,  not  refiding  conftantly 
at  Paris,  my  acquaintance  was  not  extenfive  j  befides,  I 
had  no  where  kept  a  great  deal  of  company,  becaufe  my 
love  of  ftudy  is  as  great  as  my  deteftadon  of  cards,  and 
becaufe  the  fociety  of  filly  people  affords  me  no  diver- 
fion.  Accuftomed  to  fpend  my  days  in  domeftic  retire- 
ment, I  (harcd  the  labours  of  Roland,  and  purfued  the 
ftudies  moft  fuited  to  my  own  particular  taite.  The 
eftablifhment  of  fo  fevere  a  rule  ferved  then  at  once  to 
keep  up  my  accuftomed  ftyle  of  life,  and  to  prevent  the 
inconveniences  which  an  interefted  crowd  throws  in  the 
way  of  people  occupying  important  pofts.  Properly 
fpeaking,  I  never  received  company  in  my  hotel :  twice 
a  week,  indeed,  I  gave  a  dinner  to  fome  of  the  minifters, 
a  few  mem.bers  of  the  affembly,  and  the  perfons  with 
whom  my  huft)and  had  any  thing  to  talk  over,  or  whole 
acquaintance  he  wiftied  to  preferve.     Bufinefs  was  talked 
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of  ifi  my  prefence  j  becaufe  I  had  not  the  rage  of  inter- 
fering, and  was  not  fiirrounded  with  fuch  company  as 
could  excite  diftruft.  Out  of  all  the  rooms  of  afpacious 
apartment,  I  had  chofcn,  for  my  daily  habitation,  the 
fmalleft  parlour,  which  I  had  converted  into  a  ftudy,  by 
removing  into  it  my  books  and  a  bureau.  It- often  hap- 
pened, that  Roland's  friends  or  colleagues,  when  they 
wanted  to  fpeak  to  him  confidendally,  inftead  of  going  to 
his  apartment,  where  he  was  furrounded  by  his  clerks 
or  by  the  public,  would  come  to  mine,  and  requeft  me  to 
fend  for  him.  By  thefe  means  I  found  myfelf  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  public  affairs,  without  intrigue  or  idle  cu- 
riofity.  Roland  had  a  pleafure  in  afterwards  converf- 
ing  with  me  about  them  in  private,  with  that  con- 
fidence which  we  ever  placed  in  each  other,  and  which 
eftablifhed  between  u»  an  intercommunity  of  knowledge 
and  opinions  J  and  it  fometimes  happened  alfo,  that 
friends,  who  had  only  fome  information  to  give,  or  a 
few  words  to  lay,  being  always  fure  of  finding  me,  came 
and  rcquefled  I  would  make  the  necefTary  communication 
to  Roland  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  might  occur. 

It  had  been  found  neceflary  to  counterbalance  the 
influence  of  the  court,  the  ariftocracy,  the  civil  lift,  and 
the  minifterial  papers,  by  information  given  to  the  people 
in  the  moft  public  way.  A  daily  paper,  pofted  up  in 
the  ftreets,  feemed  well  calculated  for  that  purpofe;  but 
It  was  necefTary  to  find  a  judicious  and  enlightened 
man,  capable  of  following  up  events,  and  exhibiting  them 
in  their  proper  colours,  to  be  the  conductor.  Louvet,  al- 
ready known  as  an  author,  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  po- 
litician, was  pointed  out,  approved  of,  and  undertook  the 
tafk.     Money  was  alfo  wanting  for  its  fupporc  i  but  that 
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was  a  thinn;  not  quite  fo  eafily  to  be  obtained.  Petlon  him- 
felf  was  allowed  none  for  the  police  j  and  yet  in  a  town' 
like  Paris,  and  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  things,  when  it  was  of 
importance  to  have  people  in  pay,  in  order  to  gain  timely 
information  of  every  thing  that  happened,  or  that  might 
be  in-  agitation,  it  was  indifpenfably  neceiTary.  To  ob- 
tain any  thing  from  the  affembly  would  have  been 
difficulty  for  the  demand  would  infallibly  have  given  the 
alarm  to  the  partifans  of  the  court,  and  v/ould  have  met 
with' many  obflacles.  At  laft  it  occurred,  that  Dumou- 
riez,  who  had  fecret  fervice  money  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  might  allow  a  certain  fum  monthly  to  the 
mayor  of  Paris  for  the  police ;  and  that  out  of  that  fum 
might  be  taken  the  expenfes  of  the  daily  paper  which 
was  to  be  pofted  up,  and  which  the  minifter  of  the 
home-department  was  to  fuperlntend.  The  expedient 
was  Tim  pie,  and  was  adopted.  Such  was  the  origin  of 
the  Sentinel, 

It  was  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of  July,  that  per- 
ceiving affairs  daily  growing  worfe  through  the  perfidy 
of  the  court,  the  march  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  affembly,  we  looked  out  for  a  place 
v/here  liberty,  threatened  from  fo  many  quarters,  might 
find  an  afylum.  We  frequently  converfed  with  Barba- 
roux  and  Servan  concerning  the  excellent  fpirit  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  fouth,  the  energy  of  the  departments  in  that 
quarter  of  France,  and  the  advantages  its  fituatlon  afford- 
ed for  founding  a  republic,  if  the  triumphant  court  fhould 
find  means  to  fubjugate  Paris  and  the  North.  We  took 
a  map,  and  traced  the  line  of  demarcation ;  Servan 
ftudied  the  military  pofitions  it  offered  j  we  calculated 
its  ftrength  j  we '  examined  the  nature  of  its  produce, 
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and  the  means  of  circulating  that  produce  j  every  one 
called  to  mind  the  places,  or  the  perfons,  from  whom  we 
might  expeft  to  receive  fupport  j  and  every  one  repeat- 
ed, after  a  revolution  that  had  afforded  fuch  great 
hopes,  we  ought  not  to  relapfe  tamely  into  llavery,  but 
fhould  ftrain  every  nerve  to  eftablifli  a  free  government 
in  fome  part  of  France.  ^  That  fhall  be  our  refource,* 
faid  Barbaroux,  '  if  the  Marjeilloisy  whom  I  accompanied 
hither,  be  not  fufficiently  feconded  by  the  Parifians  to 
fubdue  the  court.  I  hope,  however,  they  will  fuc- 
ceed,  and  that  we  {hall  have  a  convention,  v;hich  will 
give  a  republican  form  of  government  to  all  France.' 

We  underftood  very  well,  without  his  explaining  him- 
felf  farther,  that  an  infurreflion  was  projeded.  It  ap- 
peared indeed  inevitable,  fmce  the  court  was  making 
preparations,  that  indicated  a  defign  of  enforcing  fub- 
miffion.  It  may  be  faid,  they  were  made  in  its  own 
defence  j  but  the  idea  of  attack  either  would  have  oc- 
curred to  no  body,  or  if  it  had,  it  would  not.  have  been 
embraced  by  the  people  at  large,  if  the  court  had  really 
and  truly  enforced  the  conftitution :  for,  though  aware 
of  all  its  defeds,  the  mod  ftrenuous  republicans  defired 
nothing  more  for  the  prefent,  and  would  have  quietly 
awaited  its  improvement  from  the  hands  of  time  and  of 
experience. 

It  is  true,  at  the  period  of  a  revolution,  there  will 
always  be  found,  particularly  among  a  corrupt  peo- 
ple, and  in  large  cities,  a  clafs  of  men  defcitute  of  the 
advantages  of  fortune,  covetous  of  her  favours,  and  in- 
clined to  make  any  facrifice  to  obtain  them,  or  elfe  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fupply  the  want  of  them  by  illicit  means.  11 
a  daring  mind,  a  courageous  difpofidon,  and  fome  portion 
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of  natural  abilities,  diflinguifh  a  man  of  thaE  defcriptiori^ 
he  becomes  the  chief,  or  the  diredlor,  of  a  turbulent  band, 
whofe  ranks  are  foon  filled  up  by  all  thofe  who,  having 
nothing  to  iofe,  are  ready  to  attempt  any  thing ;  by  all 
the  dupes,  they  have  art  enough  to  make  -,  and  laflly,  by 
the  individuals  difperfed  among  them  by  domeftic  poli- 
ticians or  foreign  pov^ers,  interefled  in  fomenting  divi- 
lions,  in  order  to  weaken  them  by  civil  difcord,  that  they 
may  afterwards  take  advantage  of  their  diftrad:ed  flate. 

The  patriotx  focieties,  thcfe  collections  of  men  affem- 
bled  to  dehberate  on  their  rights  and  interefts,  have  ex- 
hibited to  us  a  pidure  in  miniature  of  what  palles  in  the 
great  fociety  of  the  flate. 

Firfl  we  find  a  few  men  of  ardent  dilpofitions,  deeply 
imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  public  danger,  and  feeking 
fmcerely  to  prevent  it.  Thefe  men  the  philofophers 
join  becaufe  they  conceive  fuch  a  junfbion  neceflary  to 
overturn  tyranny,  and  propagate  principles  beneficial  to 
mankind.  Accordingly,  great  principles  are  developed, 
and  difTeminated ;  generous  fentiments  are  called  forth  and 
difFufed  -,  and  a  vigorous  inipulfion  is  given  both  to  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men.  Then  come  forward  indivi- 
duals, who,  by  afiuming  principles  that  do  not  belong  to 
them,  which  they  decorate  with  the  moft  captivating 
language,  endeavour  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  public,  in 
order  to  acquire  confequence  or  power.  They  pafs 
the  bounds  of  truth,  to  render  themfelves  more  remark- 
able ;  heat  the  imagination  by  falfe  and  exaggerated  re- 
prefentations ;  flatter  the  paffions  of  the  populace,  ever 
difpofed  to  admire  the  gigantic  -,  urge  it  on  to  meafures, 
in  which  they  have  the  means  of  making  themfelves 
ufefui;  in  order  to  be  diought  neceflary  upon  all  occa- 
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fions;  and  employ  themfelves  in  the  foul  work  of 
throwing  fufpicion  upon  thofe  prudent  or  enlightened 
men,  of  whofe  merit  they  are  afraid,  and  with  whom 
they  are  not  able  to  (land  in  competition.  Calumny,  at 
firft  employed  without  art,  learns,  from  the  humiliation 
it  receives,  to  Ihape  itfelf  into  a  fyllem ;  and  at  length 
becomes  a  profound  fcience,  in  which  they  and  their 
fellows  alone  can  fucceed. 

Unqueftionably  many  people  of  this  charafter  joined  the 
popular  party  againft  the  court ;  ready  to  ferve  the  latter 
for  money,  and  as  ready  to  betray  it,  in  cafe  it  Ihould  be- 
come the  weaker  party.  The  court  afFefbed  to  believe 
that  all  thofe  who  oppofed  its  defigns  were  of  the  above 
defcription,  and  was  fond  of  confoundlna:  them  under  the 
appellation  of  the  fadious.  The  real  patriots  fuffered 
this  noify  pack  to  go  their  own  way,  like  fo  many  hounds ; 
and  perhaps  were  not  forty  to  make  them  ferve  as  a  for- 
lorn hope,  to  receive  the  firft  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  their 
hatred  of  defpotifm  they  did  not  recolle<5t,  that,  if  it  be 
allowable  in  politics,  to  fufier  good  things  to  be  effefled 
by  bad  men,  or  to  profit  by  their  excefles  for  fome  ufeful 
purpofe,  it  is  infinitely  dangerous  to  afcribe  to  them  the 
honour  of  the  one,  or  not  to  puniih  them  for  the  other. 

Every  body  is  acquainted  with  the  revolution  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  of  which  I  know  no  more  than  is  known 
to  the  public ;  for,  though  well  informed  of  the  great 
outline  of  afi^airs  while  Roland  was  a  fervant  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  attending  to  it  with  interefl:  when  he  was  no 
longer  in  place,  I  never  was  a  confidant  of  what  may  be 
ca}led  the  manceuvring  of  parties  \  nor  was  he  himfelf 
ever  concerned  in  that  fort  of  bufinefs. 

Recalled  to  the  miniftry  at  that  period,  he  re-entered  it 
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with  renovated  hopes.  It  is  a  great  pity,  we  ufed  to  fay, 
that  the  council  fhoiild  be  contaminated  by  that  Danton, 
who  has  fo  bad  a  reputation. — *  V/hat  can  we  do  ?' 
faid  fome  friends,  to  whom  I  whifpered  the  fame  re- 
mark ;  '  he  has  been  ufeful  in  the  revolution,  and  the 
people,  love  him:  there  is  no  prudence  in  making  mal- 
contents :  it  will  certainly  be  better  to  make  the  moil  of 
him  as  he  is.'— There  was  fome  reafon  in  this;  but  fliil 
it  is  much  cafier  to  deny  a  man  the  means  of  influence, 
than  to  prevent  his  putting  it  to  a  bad  ufe.  There  be- 
gan the  faults  of  the  patriots :  the  inftant  the  court  was 
fubdued,  an  excellent  council  Ihould  have  been  formed, 
all  the  members  of  which  being  irreproachable  in  their 
condud,  and  diftinguifhed  for  their  knowledge,  would 
have  condufteH  the  government  with  dignity,  and  have 
impreffed  foreign  powers  with  refpeft.  To  take  Dan- 
ton  into  the  adminiftration,  was  to  deluge  the  go- 
^vernment  with  fuch  men  as  I  have  defcribed;  who 
harafs  it,  when  not  in  employ,  and  corrupt  and  debafe 
it,  when  they  pardcipate  in  its  operations.  But  who  was 
to  make  thefe  reflections  ?  who  could  have  dared  to 
announce  and  openly  maintain  them  ?  The  choice  was 
made  by  the  aifembly,  or  its  committee  of  twenty-one; 
among  whom  there  were  many  micn  of  merit,  but  not 
one  leader;  not  one  of  thofe  beirigs  caft  in  the  mould  of 
MirabeaUi  and  made  to  command  the  vulgar,  to  condenie 
into  one  focus  the  opinions  of  the  wife,  and  to  prefent 
them  v/ith  that  force  of  genius,  which  compels  obedience 
the  moment  it  appears. 

As  they  were  at  a  lofs  for  a  minifter  of  the  marine^ 
Condorcet  mendoned  Monge,  becaufe  he  had  feen  him 
folve  geometrical  problems  at  the  academy  of  fciences  j 
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and  Monge   was   chofen.     Monge  Is  a  kind  of  ori- 


ginal, admirably  calculated  to  play  tricks  in  the  man- 
ner of  the  bears  that  I  have  ften  dancing  in  the  ditches 
of  the  town  of  Berne.  There  cannot  be  a  more  awkward 
buffoon,  or  one  who  has  lefs  pretenfions  to  wit  and  plea- 
fantry.  Formerly  a  ftone-cutter  at  Mezieres,  where  the 
abbe  Eoffut  encouraged  him,  and  fet  him  to  fludy  ma- 
thematics j  he  got  on  by  dint  of  induftry,  and  ceafed  to 
vifit  his  benefaflor,  as  foon  as  he  began  to  entertain  hopes 
of  becoming  his  equal.  A  good  kind  of  man  in  other 
relpeds,  or  at  leaft  contriving  to  be  fo  efteemed,  in  a 
fmall  circle,  of  which  the  mod  fatirical  members  had  not 
wit  enough  to  divert  themfelves  by  fhewing  that  he  was  no 
better  than  a  narrow-minded  blockhead.  But  in  fhort  he 
paffed  for  an  honeft  man,  and  a  friend  of  the  revolution; 
and  people  were  fo  tired  of  traitors,  and  fo  puzzled  to 
find  men  of  ability,  that  they  began  to  put  up  with  any 
body  of  whofe  good  faith  they  were  convinced.  I  need 
not  fpeak  of  his  miniftry  :  the  deplorable  ftate  of  our 
navy  too  plainly  evinces  his  imbecility  and  infignifi- 
cance. 

Roland's  firft  care  was  to  make  that  reform  in  his 
ofRce,  of  which  he  had  felt  the  neceffity.  He  collefted 
about  him  a  fet  of  men  attached  to  the  principles  of 
liberty,  of  atlive  difpofidons,  and  of  enlightened  minds : 
and,  had  he  accompllflied  nothing  more,  he  woulti  have 
done  great  fervice  to  that  branch  of  adminiflradon.  He 
haflened  to  write  to  all  the  departments,  with  that  force 
which  reafon  gives,  that  authority  which  belongs  to 
truth,  and  that  expreffion  of  fendment  that  flows  from 
the  heart;  fhewing  them  the  new  order  of  things  that 
muft  necelTarily  refult  from  the  revolution  of  the  loth 
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of  Augufl  s  and  the  neceffity  for  all  parties  to  rally 
around  juftice,  which  prevents  exceffes ;  around  liberty, 
-which  produces  the  happinefs  of  all  j  around  good  order, 
which  alone  can  infure  itj  and  around  the  legiflative 
body,  which  ftands  charged  with  the  expreffion  of  the 
public  will.  Thofe  adminiftrative  bodies  which  ap- 
peared to  hefitate,  were  fufpended,  or  calhiered.  Great 
difpatch  in  bufinefs,  and  the  moft  a6live  and  extenfive 
correfpondence,  difFufed  a  fimilar  fpirit  through  every 
part,  reftorcd  confidence,  and  gave  frefh  life  to  the  int? 
terior  of  the  kingdom. 

Danton  fcarcely  fuffered  a  day  to  pafs  without  coming 
to  our  houfe.  Sometimes  it  was  in  his  way  to  the 
Council ;  he  would  arrive  a  little  before  the  hour,  and 
ftep  into  my  apartment  j  or  elfe  he  would  call  in  his 
return,  moft  commonly  accompanied  by  Fabre-d'Eglan- 
tine :  at  other  times,  he  would  invite  himfelf  to  dine  with 
me,  on  days  when  I  was  not  accuftomed  to  fee  com- 
pany, in  order  that  he  might  converfe  with  Roland  about 
fome  bufinefs. 

No  man  could  make  a  fhow  of  greater  zeal,  of  a 
greater  love  of  liberty,  or  of  a  greater  defire  to  concur  with 
his  colleagues  in  ferving  it  effectually.  I  contemplated 
his  forbidding  and  atrocious  features,  and,  though  I  ufed 
to  fay  to  myfelf,  that  no  one  fhould  be  condemned  upon 
hearfay  evidence,  that  I  had  no  certain  knowledge  of  any 
thing  to  his  prejudice,  that  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world 
mufr  needs  have  two  different  charafters  when  party- 
ipirit  ran  high,  and  that  appearances  were  not  to  be 
trufted,  I  could  not  bring  myfelf  to  aflbciate  the  idea  of 
a  good  man  with  fuch  a  countenance,  I  never  faw  any 
thing  that  fo  itrongly  exprelTed  the  violence  of  brutal 
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paflions,  and  the  moft  aftonifhing  audacity,  half  difguifed 
by  a  jovial  air,  an  affedation  of  franknefs,  and  a  fort  of 
fimplicity.  My  lively  invagination  reprefents  every  per- 
fon,  with  whom  I  am  firuck,  in  the  aftion  that  I  conceive 
fuitable  to  his  chara<5ler.  I  cannot  fee  for  half  an  hour  a 
face  not  from  the  common  mould,  without  arraying 
it  in  the  garb  of  fome  profeffion,  or  giving  it  fome  part  to 
play,  the  idea  of  which  it  revives  or  imprefies  on  my  mind. 
In  this  manner  my  imagination  has  often  figured  Danton, 
with  a  dagger  in  his  hand,  encouraging  by  his  voice  and  his 
example  a  band  of  aflaflins,  more  timid  or  lefs  ferocious 
than  himfelf :  or  elfe,  when  fatiated  with  his  crimes,  in- 
dicating his  habits  and  propenlities  by  the  geftures  of  a 
Sardanapakis.  I  certainly  would  defy  an  experienced 
painter,  not  to  find  in  the  perfon  of  Danton  all  the  re- 
quifites  for  fjch  a  compofition. 

Could  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  a  regular  path,  In- 
ftead  of  abandoning  my  pen  to  the  wandering  courle  of 
a  mind,  that  ranges  at  large  over  the  wide  field  of  events, 
I  would  -  have  taken  up  Danton  at  the  beginning  of 
1789,  a  miferable  counfellor,  more  burdened  with  debts 
than  caufes  j  and  whofe  wife  was  known  to  fay,  that  fhe 
could  not  have  kept  houfe,  without  the  afliftance  of  a 
louis-d'or  a  week  which  {he  received  from  her  father.  I 
would  have  exhibited  him  making  his  firft  appearance  ac 
x\\tJe5fion,  which  v/as  then  called  a  dtjln£li  and  attrafling 
notice  by  the  flrength  of  his  lungs :  a  great  fedlary  of  the 
Orleans  fadion  J  acquiring  a  kind  of  competency  in  the 
courfe  of  that  year,  without  any  vifible  means  of  making 
money ;  and  obtaining  a  little  celebrity  by  excefles,  which 
Lafayette  was  inclined  to  punifli,  but  which  he  artfully 
found  means  to  turn  to  his  own  advantage,  by  procuring 
himfelf  the  proteflion  of  the  diftridj  which  he  had  rendered 
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turbulent.     I  fhould  defcribe  him  declaiming  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  popular  TocietieSj  fetting  himfeif  up  for  the 
defender  of  the  rights  of  all,   declaring,  that  he  would 
accept  no  place  of  profit,  till  the  revolution  fhould  be  at 
an  end)  and  fucceeding  neverthelefs  to  that  of  fubftitute 
to  the  folicitor  of  the  comm.une ;  preparing  his  influence 
.  at  the  Jacobins  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of  the  Lameths  j 
making  his  appearance  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  among 
thofe  who  were  returning  from  the  palace  * ;  and  entering 
into  the  adminiflrationj  as  a  tribune  in  high  favour  with 
.  the  people,  whom  it  was  neceffary  to  fatisfy  by  giving  him 
a  (hare  in  the  government.  From  that  period  his  progrefs 
was  equally  bold  and  rapid.     He  attached  to  himfeif  by 
largeiTes,  or  protefted  by  his  influence,  thofe  greedy  and 
miferable  men,  who  are  goaded  on  by  vice  and  want  i 
he  marked  out  the  formidable  perfons  whofe  ruin  it  was 
neceflary  to  efl^edl  •»  he  paid  the  hireling  fcribes,  and  in- 
flamed the  minds  of  the  enthufiafts,  v/hom  he  intended 
to  fet  upon  them ;  he  refined  on  the  revolutionary  inven- 
tions of  headlong  patriots,  or  artful  knaves ;  he  devifed, 
promioted,  and  executed  plans  capable  of  ftriking  terror, 
of  removing   numerous   obilacles,    of  colleding  great 
fums  of  money,  and  of  mifleading  the  public  opinions 
concerning  all  thcfe  matters.     He  formed  the  eleiftoral 
body  by  his  intrigues,  influenced  it  openly  by  means  of 
his  agents,  and  nominated  the  deputation  from  Paris  to 
the  convention,   of  which  he  became  a  member.     He 
went  to  Belgium  to  augment  his  treafur&s  j  and  had  the 
hardihood  to  avow  afortune  of  1400000  livres  \_L-S'^ZZZ\> 
to  wallow  in  luxury,  whilft  preaching  up  Jans-cuklitifme:^ 
and  to  fleep  on  heaps  of  flaughtered  men. 

*  See  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  17.     Tranf, 
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As  to  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  muffled  in  a  cowl,  armed 
with  a  poniard,  and  employed  in  forging  plots  to  defame 
the  innocent,  or  to  ruin  the  rich,  whofe  wealth  he  covets, 
he  is  fo  perfeftly  in  charafter,  that  whoever  would  paint 
the  moll  abandoned  hypocrite,  need  only  draw  his  por- 
trait in  that  drefs. 

Thefe  two  men  were  very  defirous  of  making  m^e 
Ipeak  out,  by  vaunting  their  own  patriotifm.  It  was 
a  fubjed  on  which  I  had  nothing  to  conceal,  or  dillem- 
ble :  I  avow  my  principles  equally  to  thofe,  whom  I 
flippofe  to  participate  in  them,  and  to  thofe,  whom  I 
fufpefl  of  not  entertaining  fentiments  fo  pure:  in  regard 
to  the  former  it  is  confidence — to  the  latter  pride.  I  dif- 
dain  to  difguife  myfelf,  even  under  the  pretence,  or  with 
the  hope  of  being  better  able  to  fathom  other  people's 
mind.  I  form  a  firft  opinion  of  men  intuitively,  and 
judge  them  afterwards  by  their  condu6l  compared  at 
different  times  with  the  language  they  hold]  but  as  to 
me,  I  lay  open  my  whole  foul,  and  never  fufFer  a  doubt 
to  exift  of  what  I  really  am. 

As  foon  as  the  affcmbly  had  of  its  own  accord  palled 
a  decree,  allowing  the  minifler  of  the  home  department 
ioo,coo  livres  [£'^316^],  to  defray  the  expences  ofufeful 
publications,  Danton,  and  Fabre  more  pardcularly,  alked 
mc  by  way  of  converfation,  whether  Roland  were  pre- 
pared on  that  point,  and  if  he  had  writers  in  readinefs  to 
employ.  I  anfwered,  that  he  was  no  ftranger  to  thofe 
who  had  already  attained  any  celebrity  ;  that  the  periodi- 
cal works,  compofed  according  to  right  principles,  would 
point  out  in  the  firft  place  thofe  whom  it  was  proper  to 
encourage  -,  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  fee  their  au- 
thors 5  and  fometimes  to  bring  them  together,  that  they 
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might  be  informed  of  fafts,  the  knowledge  of  which  it 
would  be  ufeful  to  diffufe,  and  that  they  might  "agree  on 
the  moft  efficacious  method  of  leading  men's  minds  to 
the  fame  point.  That  if  either  of  them,  Fabre  or 
Danton,  knew  any  in  particular,  they  Ihould  m.ention 
and  bring  them  to  the  minifter ;  where  they  might  con^ 
verfe,  once  a  week  for  inllance,  on  what  in  exifting  cir- 
cumllances  ought  more  efpecially  to  occupy  their  pens. 

*  We  have  the  idea,*  anfwered  Fabre,  *  of  a  paper  to 
be  polled  up,  entitled  Compte  rendu  an  Peupk  Joiiverain  *, 
which  {hall  exhibit  a  fketch  of  the  late  revolution,  and 
for  which  Camille-Defmoulins,  Robert,  andfome  others, 
will  write.' — '  Very  well!  introduce  them  to  Roland.' — 
This  he  took  care  not  to  do,  and  faid  no  more  about  the 
paper ;  which  was  however  fet  on  foot,  as  foon  as  the 
affembly  had  given  the  council  two  millions  [^  83,333] 
ioxjecret  expenjes.     Danton  told   his   colleagues,  that  it 
was  proper  for  each  minifter  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  his 
own  department  i  but  that  as  thofe  of  the  v/ar  depart- 
ment and  foreign  affairs  had  already  fimilar  funds,  the 
above  fum  ought  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  odier  four, 
who  would  coniequendy  have  fo  many  hundred  thoufands 
of  livres  each.     Roland  objecSted  ftrongly  to  this  propofal. 
He  (bowed,  that  the  intention  of  the  allembly  had  been, 
to  give  the  executive  power,  at  this  critical  period,  ail  the 
neceflary  means  of  afting  with  prompdtude  j  that  it  was 
the  council  collectively  that  had  a  right  to  decide  on  the 
employment  of  the  monies,  on  the  demand  being  made, 
and  the  purpofes  fpecified,  by  the  head  of  each  department: 
and  he  declared,  moreover,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 

*  451  account  rendered  to  the  fovcreign  people^ 
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would  never  make  any  ufe  of  it,  without  producing 
vouchers  to  the  council,  to  whofe  care  the  money  was 
committed,  and  who  had  a  right  to  watch  over  its  ex- 
penditure *.  Danton  in  reply,  fwore  according  to 
cuflom,  and  talked  of  the  revolution,  of  decifive  mea- 
fures,  of  fecrecy,  and  of  freedom  j  while  the  others,  fe- 
duced  perhaps  by  the  pleafure  of  dabbling  each  in  his  own 
way  came  over  to  his  opinion,  contrary  to  all  juftice, 
delicacy,  and  found  policy ;  and  in  fpite  of  Roland's 
proteft,  and  of  his  determined  oppoficion,  the  harlhnels 
of  which  procured  him  ill-will.  Danton  quickly  drew 
a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  [^£.  20,833]  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treafury,  and  difpofed  of  them  as  he  thought  proper : 
which  did  not  prevent  his  getting  6o,oool.  [;^.  2,500] 
from  Servan,  and  a  ftill  larger  fum  from  Lebrun,  out  of 
the  fecret  fervice  money  of  their  feveral  departments, 
under  various  pretences.  To  the  aflembly  he  never 
gave  any  account  j  contenting  himfelf  with  affirming, 
that  he  had  accounted  to  the  council :  though  he  only 
told  the  council,  at  a  meeting  at  which  Roland  was  not 
prefent  on  account  of  indifpofition,  that  he  had  given 
twenty  thoufand  livres  tp  one  perfon,  ten  to  another, 
and  fo  of  the  reft,  on  account  of  the  revolution,  for  their 
patriotifm,  or  for  reafons  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

Tills  is  the  way  in  which  Servan  related  the  ftory  to 
me.  The  council,  on  being  defired  by  the  aflembly  to 
fay,  whether  Danton  had  given  them  any  account,  an- 
fwered  fimply  j^-j.     But  Danton  had  acquired  fo  much 

*  He  expended  of  this  fund  only  12C0I.  \_£.  5©],  in  an  order  pay> 
able  to  Hell,  formerly  member  of  the  conftinuent  alTembly,  for  the 
expenfe  of  a  body  of  inftrudtion  for  the  people,  in  the  germaa  lan- 
guage, for  the  departments  of  the  Rhine. 
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power,  that  thefe  timid  men  were  afraid  of  giving  him 
offence. 

Immediately  after  the  brave  Servan  went  out  of  officey 
Danton,  no  longer  finding  any  oppofition  from  the  war- 
office,  polluted  the  army  with  cordeliers  *,  as  cowardly 
as  they  were  avaricious,  who  promoted  plunder  and 
devaftatioui  rendered  the  foldiers  as  ferocious  to  their 
countrymen  as  to  their  enemies  5  made  the  revolution 
odious  to  the  neighbouring  nations,  by  exceffes  of  all 
kinds,  which  they  pradifed  in  the  name  of  the  republic; 
and  by  preaching  infubordination  in  every  quarter,  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  misfortunes  that  have  fmce  attended 
our  arms. 

After  this  no  one  will  be  aftonifhed  to  hear,  that  Dan- 
ton,  wanting  to  fend  one  of  his  creatures  into  Brittany,  "^ 
under  pretence  of  vifiting  the  fea-ports  and  examining 
the  infpectors,  prevailed  on  the  minifter  of  the  marine 
to  give  him  a  commiffion.  But  commiffions  of  this 
kind  required  the  fignature  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  and  Roland  refufed  his.  *  Either,*  faid  he  to 
Monge,  '  your  agents  do  their  duty,  or  they  do  not ; '' 
and  of  this  you  are  competent  to  judge.  If  they  do  not, 
difmifs  them  without  mercy:  if  they  do,  why  damp  their 
zeal  and  infult  them,  by  fending  a  ilranger  among  them, 
who  has  no  connexion  with  your  department,  and  would 
only  prove  your  diftruft.  Such  a  proceeding  by  no 
means  becomes  the  chara6ter  of  a  minifter  j  nor  will  I 
fign  the  commiffion.'  The  fitting  of  the  council  was 
unufually  protraded,  and  towards  the  end  of  it  the  pa- 
pers to  be  figned  prefented  themfelves  in  rapid  fucceffion. 

*  A  faftion  which  took  its  name  from  a  particular  club,   that  far 
outwent  the  Jacobins  in  revolutionary  rage,     Tranf. 
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Roland  perceiving,  that  he  had  juft  put  his  name,  after 
thofe  of  all  his  colleagues,  to  the  rejefled  commiffion, 
which  had  been  flipt  into  his  hand,  cancelled  it,  and 
upbraided  Monge.  '  It  is  Danton  who  will  have  it  fo,* 
anfwered  Monge  in  a  whifper,  and  with  fear  pidured  in 
his  countenance  :  if  1  refufe,  he  will  denounce  me  to  th& 
commune,  and  to  the  cordeliers,  and  get  me  hanged.' — 
*  Well!  in  my  mind,  a  minifter  ought  to  die,  rather  than 
give  way  to  fuch  confiderations.' 

The  bearer  of  this  commiiTion  was  arrefled  in  Brit- 
tany, by  order  of  an  adminiftration  which  took  offence  at 
his  condud,  and  to  which  the  cancelled  fignature  of 
Pvoland  appeared  a  fufficient  reafon  to  enter  into  a  clofe 
examination  of  his  condu6t.  Heavy  charges  were  pre- 
ferred againft  him  j  but  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  the  caufe  of  all  anarchifts  was  efpouied  by  the 
mountain,  which  obtained  a  decree,  direding  that 
Guermeur  fhould  be  fet  at  large. 

I  have  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  hurried  away  by  circum- 
ftances ;  let  me  now  re  fume  the  chain  of  fads. 

Danton  and  Fabre  ceafed  to  vifit  me  towards  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft.  No  doubt  they  V7ere  cautious  of 
expofing  themfelves  to  attentive  eyes,  while  chanting  the 
matins  of  September ;  and  were  well  aware  of  the  na- 
ture of  Roland  and  the  people  he  had  about  him.  His 
firm  temper  of  mind,  his  upright  and  ingenuous  difpofi- 
tion,  the  ftridnefs  of  his  principles,  difplayed  without 
oftentation,  and  yet  without  conftraint,  and  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his  condud,  are  fure  to  flrike  every  eye  at  the 
firft  glance.  They  concluded,  that  Roland  was  an  ho- 
nell  man,  who  was  not  to  be  tampered  with  in  under- 
takings like  their's :  that  his  wife  had   no  v/eak  fide, 
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through  which  he  might  be  affailed ;  and  that,  with  an 
equal  Ihare  of  principle,  (he  poffeffed  perhaps  more  of 
that  penetration  peculiar  to  her  fex,  againft  which  de- 
ceitful people  have  the  molt  reafon  to  be  upon  their 
guard.  Perhaps  too  they  judged,  that  (he  could  fome- 
times  wield  a  pen ;  and  that  fuch  a  couple,  endowed  as 
they  were  with  the  faculty  of  reafoning,  a  firm  temper  of 
mind,  and  fome  portion  of  talents,  might  ftand  in  the 
way  of  their  defigns,  and  were  fit  only  to  be  ruined. 
The  events  that  enfued,  illuftrated  by  a  number  of  cir- 
cumftances,  wliich  it"  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  detail 
at  prefent,  but  of  which  a  hvely  impreffion  remains  upon 
my  mind,  give  to  thefe  conje6tures  all  the  evidence  of 
demonftration. 

It  had  been  deemed  expedient,  as  one  of  the  firfl:  mea- 
fures  to  be  taken  by  the  council,  to  difpatch  commiffion- 
crs  to  the  departments,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  ex- 
plaining the  events  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  Hill  more 
for  that  of  inducing  the  people  to  prepare  for  defence, 
and  to  be  expeditious  in  raifing  the  necelTary  recruits  for 
the  armies  oppofed  to  the  enemy  upon  the  frontier  of 
France.  As  foon  as  the  fele6lion  of  proper  perfons,  and 
the  fending  them  upon  their  miffion  began  to  be  agitated, 
Roland  delired  a  day's  delay  to  confider  whom  he  Ihould 
propofe. — '  I  will  take  it  all  upon  myfelf,'  exclaimed  Dan- 
ton  :  ^  the  commune  of  Paris  will  furnijfh  us  v/ith  excel- 
lent patriots.' — The  indolent  majority  of  the  council  ac- 
cordingly intrufled  him  with  the  care  of  pointing  them 
out :  and  the  next  day  he  came  to  the  council  with  commif- 
fions  ready  made  out,  fo  that  nothing  more  was  neceil^ry 
than  to  fill  them  up  with  the  names  he  recommended, 
and  to  affix  the  neceffary  fignatures.     The  council  made 
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little  inquiry  about  them,  and  fjgned  the  commilfions 
without  going  into  any  debate*  Thus  did  a  fwarm  of 
men  fcarcely  known ;  intriguers  of  fedtions,  or  bawlers  at 
clubs;  patriots  from  fanaticifm,  and  ftill  more  from 
views  of  inte reft;  people  deilitute  for  the  moft  part  of 
all  kind  of  confequence,  except  what  they  had  alTumed, 
or  hoped  to  acquire,  in  public  commotions ;  but  entirely 
devoted  to  Danton  their  procecfcor,  and  enamoured  of 
his  manners  and  licentious  dodtrines ;  thus  did  thefe  men, 
I  fay,  become  the  reprefentatives  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil in  every  department  of  France. 

This  bufinefs  always  appeared  to  me  a  great  ftroke  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  Danton,  and  a  moft  egregious 
blunder  on  that  of  the  council. 

A  man  m.uft  figure  to  himfelf  the  perplexity  of  each 
minifter  in  the  midft  of  affairs  of  his  own  department,  in 
thofe  turbulent  times,  to  be  able  to  conceive  that  upright 
and  able  men  could  a6t  with  fo  much  inconfideration. 
.The  fafl  is,  that  the  minifters  of  the  home  department,  of 
war,  and  even  of  the  marine,  were  overwhelmed  with 
an  excefs  of  bufinefs,  and  that  official  details  fo  com- 
pletely engrofTed  their  thoughts  as  to  allow  them  no  time 
to  refled  on  the  general  fyftem  of  politics.  The  coun- 
cil ought  to  be  compofed  of  men  employed  folely  in  de- 
liberating, and  freed  from  all  the  cares  of  adminiftration. 
Danton  was  in  the  department  that  gives  the  leaft 
trouble;  and  cared  little  about  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his 
place :  he  gave  his  griffe  *  to  his  clerks,  who  turned  the 
wheel,  and  the  machine  went  on  its  own  way  with- 
out  his  taking  any  concern  in  the  matter.      All  his 

*  An  iron  ftamp  ufed  in  France  by  people  in  office  to  repeat  their 
fignature  with  greater  difpatch.     Tranf. 
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time  and  attentlc)n  were  dedicated  to  Intrigues,  andl 
fchemesj  tending  to  promote  his  views  of  aggrandize- 
ment, fortune,  and  power.  Condnually  haunting  the 
ofEces  of  the  war  department,  he  procured  appoint- 
ments in  the  army  for  people  of  his  own  defcription ;  and 
found  means  to  give  them  an  intereft  in  the  contra6ls 
and  purchafes  made  on  the  public  account.  In  fhort,  he 
neglected  no  line  in  which  it  was  poflible  to  promote 
thefe  men,  the  dregs  of  a  corrupted  nation,  of  which 
they  become  the  fcum  in  political  fermentations,  and 
over  whxh  they  domineer  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time : 
with  thefe  he  augmented  his  credit,  and  compofed  a  fac- 
tion, that  foon  became  powerful,  and  are  now  lords 
paramount  of  all. 

The  enemy  advanced,  and  made  an  alarming  progrefs 
on  our  territory.  Men,  who  defire  to  govern  the  multitude, 
and  who  have  ftudied  the  various  means  of  working  up- 
on their  minds,  know  terror  to  be  one  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful. This  affection  abfolutely  fubjeds  thofe  who  ex- 
perience it,  to  the  men  who  allow  it  to  hold  no  dominion 
over  their  minds ;  how  much  greater  ftill  are  the  ad- 
vantages of  thofe,  who  purpofely  infpire  it  by  falfe 
rumours  or  pretences !  That  calculation  had  certainly 
been  made  by  the  inftigatorsof  the  maffacres  of  Septem- 
ber; they  muft  have  had  the  two-fold  objedt  of  producing  a 
tumult,  under  cover  of  which,  the  violation  of  the  prifons, 
and  the  murder  of  the  prifoners,  would  afford  them  an- 
opportunity  of  gratifying  their  private  animofities,  of  exe- 
cuting fchemes  of  plunder,  the  produce  of  which  held  out 
a  pleafing  profpeft  to  their  avarice ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  diffufing  that  kind  of  ilupor,  during  which  a  fmall 
number  of  bold  and  ambitious  men  might  lay  the  foun- 
dations 
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(Nations  of   their  power.      Inferior  agents  were  eafily 
brought  over  by  the  hire  of  profit :  the  pretence  of  im~ 
molating  fuppofed  traitors,  from  whom  conlpiracies  were 
to  be  feared,  could  not  fail  to  delude  men  of  weak  un- 
derftandings,  deceive  the  people,  and  ferve   to  juftify  an 
action  from  which  its  direflors  v/ould  derive  the  blind 
obedience  of  their  well  paid  fatellites,  the  attachment  of 
all  who  fliared  the  profits  with  the  leaders,  and   the 
fubmiffiori  of  an  intimidated  people,    furprifed  at  the 
energy,   or  perfuaded   of  the  juftice  of  an  operation^ 
which  the  perpetrators  would   find  means   to   make  it 
abet,  by  reprefenting  it  as  its  own  work.     Accordingly 
whoever  afterwards  dared  to  reprobate  thofe  crimes  was 
proclaimed  a  calumniator  of  the  city  of  Paris,  pointed  out 
as  fuch  to  the  fliry  of  a  certain  clafs  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
ftyled  2ifederalijiy  and  a  confpiratcr.     Such  was  the  crime 
of  the  twenty-twoy  joined  to  the  unpardonable  guilt  of 
fuperiority* 

A  loud  and  alarming  report  of  the  taking  of  Verdua 
got  abroad  on  the  firft  of  September.  The  orators  ac- 
cuftomed  to  harangue  the  groups  colle6led  in  the  ilreets, 
faid  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  march  to  Chalons :  ac- 
cording to  them  three  days  more  were  fufficient  to  bring 
them  to  Paris  -,  and  the  people,  who  calculated  nothing 
but  the  diftance,  without  taking  into  the  account  the 
various  things  neceflary  to  the  march  of  an  army,  for 
its  fuftenancci  and  the  conveyance  of  its  baggage  and 
artilleryj  every  thing,  in  fhort,  that  renders  its  progrefs  fo 
very  different  from  that  of  an  individual,  already  beheld 
the  foreign  troops  triumphant  amid  the  fmoaking  ruins 
of  the  capital. 

Nothing  was  neglefted,  that  could  inflame  the  imagi- 
nation, amplify  objefls,  or  augment  the  apprehenfion  of 
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danger;  nor  was  ItdlfEcuk  to  get  the  affembly  to  adopt 
meafures  calculated  to  pron:iote  fuch  defigns.  Do- 
miciliary vifits,  under  the  pretence  of  fearching  for  con- 
cealed arms  or  difcovering  fufpetled  perfons,  fo  frequent 
flnce  the  loth  of  Auguft,  were  refolved  upon  as  a  gene- 
ral regulation,  and  made  in  the  dead  of  night.  They 
gave  occafion  to  frefli  and  numerous  captions,  and  to 
vexations  unheard  of  before.  The  commune  of  the  tenth, 
compofed  in  great  part  of  men,  who,  having  nothing  to 
lofe,  have  every  thing  to  gain  by  a  revolution;  the  com- 
mune already  guilty  of  a  thoufand  enormides,  flood 
in  need  of  more ;  for  it  is  by  the  accumulation  of 
crimes  that  impunity  is  fecured.  The  misfortunes  of 
the  country  were  folemnly  announced.  Tlie  fignal  of 
diftrefs,  the  black  flag,  was  hoifted  on  the  towers  of  the 
metropolitan  church.  The  alarmi-gun  was  fired.  The 
commune  proclaimed,  by  found  of  trumpet,  a  general 
ailerably  of  the  cidzens,  on  Sunday,  the  2d,  in  "  the 
Champ-de-Mars,  in  order  to  rally  round  the  altar  of  the 
nation  thofe  zealous  patriots  who  would  immediately  fet 
off  for  its  defence.  At  the  lame  time  it  direfted  the 
barriers  to  be  fhut,  and  yet  no  one  was  ftruck  with 
thefe  contradi£lory  proceedings.  There  was  a  rumour  of 
a  plot  hatching  in  the  prifons  by  the  ariftocrats  (or  the 
rich),  of  v/hom  great  numbers  were  confined;  and  of  the 
uneafy  and  repugnant  fceUngs  of  the  people  at  quitting 
their  homes,  and  leaving  behind-  them  thofe  ravenous' 
wolves,  who  were  about  to  break  their  chains,  and  would 
fall  with  fury  upon  their  dear  and  defcncelefs  relatives. 

On  the  firft  fymptoms  of  commotion,  the  minifter 
of   the   interior,    whofe   bulinefs  it  is  to  watch  Over 
the  general  tranquillity,  but  who  has  neither  the  im- 
mediate exercile  of  power,  nor  aright  to  employ  the 
i  public 
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public  force,  wrote  in  an  urgent  manner  to  the  com- 
mune, through  the  medium  of  the  mayor,  pointing  out 
the  vigilance  that  it  became  them  to  difplay.  Nor  did 
he*  content  himfeif  with  this  ftepj  but  applied  alfo  to  the 
commandant -general,  exhorting  him  to  *  ftrengthen  the 
polls,  and  keep  an  eye  on  the  prifons.  He  did  fhill 
more;  for  hearing  they  were  threatened,  he  called 
upon  him  in  the  moft  formal  manner,  to  keep  a  ftrivft 
guard  over  them,  making  his  head  refponfible  for  events: 
and  to  give  more  efficacy  to  a  requifition,  to  which  his 
authority  v.'as  confined,  he  had  it  printed  and  polled  up 
at  the  corner  of  every  flreet.  That  was  hinting  to  the 
citizens  at  large,  to  be  watchful  themfelves,  in  cafe  the 
commandant  Ihould  neglefl  his  duty. 

At  five  in  the  evening  of  Sunday,  nearly  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  prifons  were  invefted,  as  I  have  lince 
been  informed,  about  two  hundred  men  repaired  to  the 
hotel  of  the  home  department,  calling  loudly  for  the 
minifter,  and  for  arms.  ■, 

I  was  fitting  in  my  own  apartment,  and  as  I  thought 
I  heard  a  noife,  I  rofe,  and  perceiving  the  mob  from 
the  rooms  that  overlook  the  court,  ftepped  into  the  anti- 
chamber,  and  inquired  what  was  the  matter.  Roland  was 
gone  out ;  but  the  perfons  who  afked  for  him  not  being 
fatisfied  with  that  information,  infifled  upon  fpeaking  with 
him  at  any  rate.  Tne  fervants  refufed  to  let  them  come 
up,  and  told  them  over  and  over  again  the  real  flate  of  the 
cafe.  Perceiving  thofe  afTurances  ineffedlual,  I  fent  out  a 
domeftic,  to  invite  ten  of  them  in  my  name  to  walk  up 
flairs;  they  came  in,  and  I  aflced  them  calmly  what 
they  wanted.  They  told  me,  they  were  honeft  citizens, 
ready  to  fet  off  for  Verdun,  but  being  in  great  want  of 
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arms,  they  were  come  to  afk  the  miniiler  for  a  fup^ 
ply,  and  wererefolved  to  fee  him.     I  obferved  to  them, 
that  the   minifler   of  the   interior  never   had  arms   at 
his  difpofal ;  and  that  it  was  at  the  war-office,  to  the 
minifter  of  that  department,  they  fhould  addrefs  their 
requeft.      They    faid   in   reply,    that    they    had    been 
there,  and  had  been  told  there  Vv^as  no  fuch  thing ;  that 
all  the  minifters  were  rafcally  traitors,  and  that   they 
wanted  Roland. — '  I  am  forry  he  is  gone  out,  for  his  folicj 
arguments  would  have  fome   weight  with   you :  come 
along  with  me,  and  fearch  the  hotel,  and  you  will  foofi 
be  fatisfied  that  Roland  is  not  at  home,  and  that  there 
are  no  arms  here  j  nor  indeed  ought  there  to  be  any,  as 
upon  refleiflion  you  mud  needs  fuppofe.     Return  to  the 
tvar-office,  or  make  your  complaint  to  the  commune  • 
and   if  you  wifh  Roland  to   fpeak   to   you,  repair  to 
the  hotel  of  the  marine,  where  all  the  council  is  aflembled.* 
—On  their  withdrawing,  I  went  into  the  balcony  over 
the  court,  and  thence  beheld  a  furious  fellow  in  his  fhjrt, 
with  his  fleeves  tucked  up  to  his  fhoulders,  and  a  broad- 
fword  in  his  hand,  declaiming  againft  the  treachery  of 
the  minifters.     The  ten  deputies  difperfed  themfelves 
among  the  crowd,  and  at  length  prevailed  on  it  to  re- 
treat by  beat  of  drum ;  but  they  carried  the  valet- de- 
chambre  away  with  them  as  an  hoftage,  made  him  fol^ 
low  them  through  the  ftreets  for  an  hour,  and  then  let 
him  return. 

Immediately  after  I  got  into  a  coach,  and  haftened  to 
the  admiralty,  to  inform  my  huft)and  of  what  had  juft 
pafTed.  The  council  was  not  yet  fitting;  but  I  found  a 
numerous  circle,  in  which  were  feveral  members  of  the 
gflembjy.     The  minifters  at  war  and  of  juftice  not  being 
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arrived^  the  others  were  converfing  in  the  council  cham- 
ber like  a  private  party.  I  related  my  ftory,  on  which 
each  made  his  remark,  mod  of  them  fuppofing  it  the 
fortuitous  refuk  of  circumftances,  and  the  efFerve- 
fcence  of  the  public  mind. 

What  was  Danton  doing  all  that  time  ?— I  knew  not 
till  feveral  days  after;    but  it  is  worth  while  to  mention 
it  here,  in  order  that  fa6ls  may  be  compared.     He  was 
at  the  mairie  *,  in  the  com.mittee  of  vigilance,  as  it  was 
ftyled,  whence  ilTiied  the  orders  of  arrelt  that  were  be- 
come fo  numerous  within  the  laft  few  days.     There  a 
reconciliation   had  juft  taken  place  between  him   and 
Marat,  after  they  had  made  a  parade  of  a  feigned  quarrel 
for  four-and-twenty  hours.     He  went  up  to  Petion's 
apartment,  took  him  afide,  and  fald  to  him,  in  his  cuf- 
tomary  language,  interlarded  with  energetic  exprefiions : 
'  Can  you  guefs  what  they  have  taken  into  their  heads  ? 
Why,  may  I  die,  if  they  have  not  iffued  a  warrant  againft 
Roland  ?' — «  Wlio  do  you  mean  ?' — '  Why,  that  mad- 
headed   committee,   to  be   fure.      I  have  the  warrant 
in  my  pofleffion:  look,  here  it  is.     We  can  never  fuffer 
them  to  go  on  at  this  rate.     What,  the  devil !  againft  a 
member  of  the  council!' — Petion  took  the  warrant,  read 
it,  and  returned  it  to  him  with  a  fmile:   'Let  them  pro- 
ceed,' faid  he:  Mt  will  have  a  good  effed.' — ^  A  good 
effe6l!'  replied  Danton,  examining  the  mayor's  counte- 
nance with  an  earneft  eye.    *  Oh !  no,  I  can  never  fiifFer 
it:  ril  find  means  to  make  them  iiften  to  reafon.' — And 
fo  he  didi  for  the  warrant  was  never  carried  into  execu- 
tion.    But  who  fo  blind,  as  not  to  fee,  that  the  two 

*  The  refidence  ot  the  mayor. 
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hundred  men  were  fent  to  the  mlnifter  of  the  home  de- 
partment by  the  devifers  of  the  warrant  ?  Who  fo  dull, 
as  not  to  fufped,  that  the  failure  of  their  attempt,  by  de-p 
laying  the  execution  of  the  projcd,  might  give  time  to 
paufe  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  conceived  ?  And  who  fo 
wanting  in  penetration  as  not  to  perceive,  in  Danton's 
condutl  with  the  mayor,  that  of  a  confpirator  endeavouring 
to  difcover  what  effect  fuch  a  blow  would  produce,  or  to 
afcribe  the  honour  of  having  parried  it  to  himfelf  when 
-once  it  has  failed,  or  been  rendered  dubious,  by  invo- 
luntary delay. 

It  was  paft  eleven,  when  the  miniilers  left  the  coun- 
cil; nor  was  it  till  the  next  morning  that  we  learnt 
the  horrors,  of  which  the  night  had  been  witnefs,  and 
which  ftill  condnued  to  prevail  in  the  prifons.  Diftrefled 
beyond  meafure  at  thefe  abominable  crimes,  the  inability 
of  preventing  them,  and  the  evident  participation  of  the 
commune  and  the  commandant  general  *,  we  agreed  that 

there 

*  Grandpre,  who  by  his  office  is  bound  to  give  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  the  prifons  to  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  had  found 
their  fad  inmates  in  the  greatell  affiight,  in  the  morning  of  the  zd  of 
September.  He  had  taken  various  meafures  to  procure  the  liberatioa 
of  many  of  them,  and  had  fucceeded  with  refpefl  to  a  confiderable 
number ;  but  the  rumours  that  prevailed,  kept  thofe  who  remained 
in  the  greateft  confternation.  That  worthy  citizen,  on  his  return  to 
the  hotel,  waited  for. the  miniflers  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  council. 
Danton  firft  made  his  appearance.  He  went  up  to  him,  told  him 
what  he  had  feen,  related  the  fieps  he  had  taken,  the  requifitions  made 
to  the  armed  force  by  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  the  little 
regard  apparently  paid  them,  the  alarms  of  the  prifoners,  and  the  care 
which  he,  as  minifter  of  juftice,  ought  to  take  on  their  account.  Dan- 
ton,  vexed  at  this  unlucky  reprefentation,  cried  out  in  his  bellowing 

voice,  and   appropriate  geftures :  *  I  don't  care  a  d^ -n  for  the 

prifoners ;  let  them  take  care  of  themfelves !'  and  walked  away  in  a 
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diere  remained  nothing  for  an  honeft  minifter  to  do,  but 
to  denounce  them  in  the  moft  public  manner,  to  engage 
the  affeoibly  to  put  a  flop  to  them,  to  roufe  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  honeft  men,  to  do  away  in  this  manner  the 
difhonour  of  confenting  to  them  by  filence,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf,  if  need  be,  to  the  daggers  of  the  affafTins,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  guilt  and  fhame  of  being  in  any  way  their 
accomplice. — *  It  is  equally  true,'  faid  I  to  my  hulband, 
*  that  a  courageous  determination  is  not  more  confonant 
to  juilice,  than  conducive  to  fafety.  Firmnefs  alone  can 
reprefs  audacity.  If  the  denunciation  of  thefe  enor- 
mities were  not  a  duty,  it  would  be  an  ad  of  prudence. 
The  people  who  perpetrate  them  muft  neceffarily  hate 
you,  for  you  have  endeavoured  to  obftrutt  their  pro- 
ceedings :  nothing  remains  for  you  novv',  but  to  infpire 
them  with  fear.' — Roland  wrote  to  the  aflembly  his  let- 
ter of  the  third  of  September,  Vv^hich  became  equally  ce- 
lebrated with  that  he  had  addreffed  to  the  king.     The 

rage.  That  was  in  the  fecond  anti- chamber,  in  the  prefence  of 
twenty  people,  who  fliuddered  at  hearing  fuch  a  favage  fpeech  from 
the  rainifter  of  juftice.  Danton  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  crimes,  after 
having  attained  fucceffively  the  feveral  degrees  of  influence;  and  pfir- 
fecuted  and  profcribed  that  probity,  which  declared  war  againft  hira, 
and  that  merit,  of  which  he  dreaded  the  afcendency:  Denton  is  be- 
come our  mafter.  His  voice  governs  the  affembly;  his  intrigues 
keep  the  people  in  motion ;  and  his  genius  rules  the  committee, 
falfely  denominated  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  in  which  all  the 
power  of  the  government  refides.  Thus  diforder  every  where  pre- 
vails :  the  men  of  blood  bear  fway;  the  moft  rigid  tyranny  oppreffes 
the  people  of  Paris ;  and  France,  torn  to  pieces,  and  degraded,  under 
fuch  a  mafter,  can  no  longer  change  its  oppre:Tors.  I  feel  his  hand 
rivet  the  fetters  that  bind  me,  as  I  perceived  his  infpiration  in  the 
lirll  attack  made  upon  me  by  Marat,  It  is  incumbent  upon  him  to 
j-uin  thofp  who  know  him,  and  refemble  him  not. 

affembly 
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affembly  were  delighted,  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed, 
polled  up,  and  fent  to  the  departments :  it  applauded, 
as  weak  men  applaud  ads  of  courage  they  cannot  imi- 
tate, but  which  affed  their  feelings,  and  infpire  them 
with  hope. 

I  remember  to  have  read  a  little  work,  flrongly  ari- 
flrocratic,  publiflied  fince  that  era  at  London,  I  believe 
by  Pelkier:  the  author  is  gready  aftonifiied,  that  the 
fame  perfon,  who  had  been  fo  audacioufly  wanting  in  re- 
fpcvfl  to  his  king,  fhould  afterwards  difplay  fo  much 
juftice  and  humanity.  Either  the  fpirit  of  party  muft 
render  a  man  extremely  inconfiftent,  or  virtue  is  fo 
fcarce,  that  its  very  exiftence  is  become  queftionable. 
The  friend  of  freedom  and  his  fellow-creatures  holds  in 
the  fame  thorough  deteflation,  and  denounces  with  equal 
energy,  the  tyranny  of  a  mob,  and  the  tyranny  of  a  king, 
the  defpotifm  of  a  throne,  and  the  diforders  of  anarchy, 
the  wiles  of  a  court,  and  the  ferocity  of  a  lawlefs  ban- 
ditd. 

Thar  fame  day,  the  3d  of  September,  a  man,  formerly 
a  colleague  of  Roland,  and  to  whom  I  had  imagined 
I  owed  the  civility  of  inviting  him  to  dinner,  took  it 
into  his  head  to  bring  with  him  the  oraior  of  the  human 
race^  without  giving  me  any  notice,  or  enquiring  whe- 
ther it  would  be  agreeable.  I  confidered  his  behaviour 
as  attributable  to  the  Vv^ant  of  breeding  of  an  honeft  man, 
impofed  upon  by  the  noify  fame  of  the  orator.  I  gave 
a  polite  reception  to  ClootZy  of  whom  I  knev/  nothing  but 
his  bombafl  oradons,  and  of  whom  I  had  heard  nothing 
elfe  unfavourable;  but  one  of  my  friends  on  feeing  him, 
•whifpered  in  my  ear :  *  Your  gueft  has  introduced  to  you 
an  infufftrable  parafite,  whom  I  am  forry  to  fee  here.* 

The 
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The  converfatlon  turned  on  the  events  of  the  day. 
Clootz  attempted  to  prove,  that  they  were  indifpenfable 
and  falutary  meafuresi  made  many  common-place  ob- 
fervations  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  juftice  of  their 
vengeance,  and  its  fubferviency  to  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind; fpoke  loud,  and  long;  ate  flill  more  than  he 
fpoke ;  and  tired  more  than  one  of  his  auditors.  Being 
foon  after  chofen  a  member  of  the  convention,  he 
returned  occafionally  of  his  own  accord ;  feating  himfelf 
in  the  firft  place,  and  helping  himfelf  to  the  niceil  dirties, 
without  ceremony.  My  extreme  and  cold  politenefs, 
accompanied  with  the  care  of  always  helping  feveral 
perfons  before  him,  was  calculated  to  make  liim  fpeedily 
perceive,  that  he  had  been  "  weighed  in  the  fcale,  and 
found  wandng."  He  felt  it,  came  no  more,  and  re- 
venged himfelf  by  calumnies.  I  fhould  not  have  men- 
tioned this  contemptible  fellow,  but  for  the  diftinguillied 
part  he  a6ted  amongft  the  flanderers  of  better  men,  and 
the  art  with  which  he  contrived  to  make  federalijm  a 
fcarecrow  for  fools,  and  to  fet  it  up  as  a  title  of  profcrip- 
tion  againft  men  of  underflanding,  who  refufed  to  adopt 
his  chimera  of  an  univerfal  commonwealth. 

The  lail  time  he  came  to  vifit  me  he  mounted  his  hob- 
by-horfe,  and  rehearfed  all  his  extravangancies  concern- 
ing the  poffibility  of  a  convention  formed  of  deputies 
from  every  corner  of  the  world.  Some  of  the  company 
anfwered  him  with  a  jeft,  while  Roland,  dred  of  the 
noife  and  pedantry,  with  which  Clootz  maintained  his 
Opinion,  and  attempted  to  make  converts  to  it,  had  the 
goodnefs  to  aflail  him  with  a  fyllogifm  or  two,  and  then 
furned  away  to  another  part  of  the  room.  The  converfa- 
tlon cooled,  and  branched  out  into  a  variety  of  fubjeds. 

Buzot, 
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Biizot,  whofe  folid  underftanding  never  amufes  kM{  long 
with  attacking  caftles  in  the  air,  was  aftoniiliedj  that  fe- 
deralifm  ilioiild  be  treated  as  a  herefy  in  politics.  He 
obferved,  that  Greece,  fo  celebrated  and  (o  prolific  of 
great  men  and  heroic  adions,  was  compofed  of  fmall 
confederate  republics :  that  the  United  States,  which  in 
our  own  days  exhibit  the  mofi:  interefling  piflure  of  a 
good  focial  organization^  are  a  compofition  of  the  fame 
nature :  and  that  Switzerland  afforded  a  fimilar  example. 
That  at  the  prefent  moment  indeed,  and  in  the  adual 
llcuation  of  France,  it  was  important  for  it  to  preferve 
its  unity  j  bccaufe  in  this  way  it  prefented  a  more  for- 
midable mafs  to  foreign  powers,  and  a  finglenefs  of  aftion 
which  it  was  highly  expedient  to  keep  up  for  the  com- 
pletion of  thofe  laws,  on  which  it  depended  for  a  conftitu- 
tion:  that  it  could  not  however  be  denied,  there  would 
ever  be  ajaxitv  in  polidcal  bands,  uniting  a  Fleming 
and  a  native  of  Provence ;  that  it  was  difficult  to  dif- 
fufe  that  attachment,  in  v/hich  the  ftrength  of  a  republic 
confifts,  over  a  furface  fo  extenfive ;  bccaufe  the  love  of 
our  country  is  not  ftridly  that  of  the  land  we  inhabit^, 
but  of  the  cidzens  with  whom  we  live,  and  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  governed,  without  which  the  Athenians 
v;/ould  never  have  transferred  their  exiftence  from  their 
city  to  their  Ihips ;  that  we  can  never  thoroughly  love 
any  but  thofe  whom  we  know;  and  that  the  enthufiafm 
of  men  feparated  by  a  diftance  of  fix  hundred  miles  can 
never  be  general,  uniform,  and  lively,  like  that  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  little  ftate. 

Thefe  fagc  refiedions,  efteemed  as  fuch  by  mofl  of 
thofe  who  heard  them,  were  reported  and  denounced  by 
Ciootz  as   a  confpiracy  to  federalize  France,   and  to 
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detach  the  departments  from  Paris.  He  reprefented 
Buzot  as  the  moft  dangerous  of  the^  conrpirators,  Ro- 
land as  their  chief,  and  the  members  who  vifited  me 
moft  frequently  as  abettors  of  this  liherticide  ■projeEf.  I 
loiow  not  whether  a  madman  like  Clootz  may  have  been 
fincere  in  his  appreh  en  lions.  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf 
of  it  J  but  rather,  that  he  faw,  in  the  fabrication  of  his 
lie,  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  vanity,  offended  at 
not  being  admired ;  a  fubjecl  for  declaiming  in  his  own 
way,  extremely  fuitable  to  the  turgidity  of  his  ftyle,  and 
the  diforder  of  his  imagination;  the  occalion  of  injuring 
men,  whofe  reafon  muft  neceflarily  difpleafe  him, 
and  of  making  a  common  caufe  with  thofe  in  whofe 
vices  he  delights  j  even  fuppofmg  him  to  have  no  fecret 
.  miffion  to  embroil  France,  by  the  help  of  extra- 
vagant patriots,  in  order  to  clear  the  way  for  his  coun- 
trymen, the  Pruflians. 

In  the  mean  time  the  mafTacres  continued;  at  the 
Abbey,  from  Sunday  evening  till  Tuefday  morning;  at 
the  Force,  ftill  longer,  and  four  days  at  Bicetre.  To  my 
prefent  abode,  in  the  firft  of  thofe  prifons,  I  am  indebted 
for  a  knowledge  of  pardculars,  at  which  humanity  Ihud- 
ders,  and  which  I  have  not  the  heart  to  relate.  One 
circumftance,  however,  I  will  not  pafs  over  in  filence, 
becaufe  it  helps  to  demonftrate,  that  it  was  a  deep-laid 
fcheme.  It  is  this :  the  police  having  a  receiving  houfe 
in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Germain,  where  it  depofins  the 
prifoners  which  the  Abbey  cannot  admit,  when  too  much 
crowded,  chofe  Sunday  evening  for  their  removal,  the 
very  inftant  before  the  general  maffacre.  The  ailaffins 
were  prepared,  fell  upon  the  carriages,  which  were  five 
or  fix  hackney-coaches,  and  with  their  fwords  and  pikes 
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ftabbed,  and  murdered,  all  that  they  contained^  in  th^ 
middle  of  the  flreet,  and  unreflrained  by  their  fad  and 
heart-rending  cries.  All  Paris  witnefTed  tliefe  horyble 
fcenes,  perpetrated  by  a  fmall  number  of  cut-throats:  fb 
fmall  indeed,  that  they  fcarcely  exceeded  a  dozen  at  the  Ab- 
bey, the  gate  of  which  was  guarded  by  two  national  guards 
only,  notwithftanding  the  requifitions  made  to  the  com- 
mune and  the  commandant.  All  Paris  looked  on — all 
Paris  was  accurfed  in  my  eyes  j  and  I  could  no  longer 
entertain  hopes  of  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  among 
cowards,  infenfible  to  the  lad  outrages  that  can  be  cora-« 
mitted  on  nature  and  humanity,  and  coolly  contemplating, 
enormities,  which  the  courage  of  fifty  armed  men  could 
have  prevented  with  eafe. 

The  public  force  was  badly  organized,  as  it  is  flill  5 
for  a  lawlefs  banditti,  when  determined  to  domineer^ 
take  care  to  oppofe  all  kind  of  order,  that  may  ob{tru<5l; 
their  proceedings.  But  is  it  necelTary  for  men  to  know  | 
their  captain,  and  march  in  battalion,  when  called  upon 
to  fly  to  the  afliftance  of  vidlims  who  have  the  knife  of 
the  affafCn  at  their  bread  ?  The  fa6t  is,  that  the  rumour 
of  a  pretended  confpiracy  in  the  prifons,  improbable 
as  it  was,  and  the  afFe6led  annunciation  of  the  un-^ 
cafinefs  and  rage  of  the  people,  kept  every  one  in  a  date 
of  dupefadlion ;  and  made  him  believe,  while  trem.bling 
within  doors,  that  it  was  the  people  who  were  the  adlorsi 
whereas,  it  appears  from  the  bed  accounts,  that  there 
were  not  two  hundred  villains  concerned  in  the  whole  of" 
thofe  infamous  proceedings.  It  is  not  the  fird  night, 
therefore,  that  adonidies  me :  but  four  whole  days ! — ■ 
and  curious   people  went  to    the  fpedlacle! — ^No!  I 

know 


(  II.  ) 

know  of  nothing  in  the  annals  of  the  moft  barbarous 
nations,  comparable  to  thofe  atrocious  a6ts. 

Roland's  health  was  impaired  by  it.  The  diflurbance 
of  the  nervous  fyftem  was  fo  great,  that  his  ftomach  re- 
i  je(51:ed  every  thing,  and  the  bile,  obftruded  in  its  courfe, 
'  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  furface  of  the  fkin.  He  grew  yel- 
low and  weak,  but  retained  his  ufual  aftivity;  and  while 
unable  to  eat,  or  fleep,  continued  his  labours  without  in- 
termiffion.  He  was  flill  ignorant  of  a  warrant  having 
been  iiTued  againft  him ;  for  though  it  had  come  to  my 
knowledge,  I  took  great  care  to  keep  the  fecret,  as  it 
could  only  have  tended  to  feed  an  affection  that  had  al- 
ready gained  too  much  ground :  fomebody,  however,  I 
know  not  who,  took  it  in  his  head  to  mention  it 
the  following  week.  It  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  it  fome- 
times  happened  to  him  to  ftate  the  particular  fad  in  fuch 
a  way,  that  his  enemies  affeded  to  believe,  his  in- 
veighing againft  thofe  maffacres  arofe  only  from  the 
fears  he  had  entertained  of  being  comprehended  in  the 
number  of  the  viftims  j  while,  in  reality,  to  the  jufi: 
horror,  with  which  they  had  infpired  him,  he  only  join- 
ed his  indignation,  at  having  been  included  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  profcribed. 

Danton  was  the  man,  who  took  the  moft  pains  to  re- 
prefent  Roland's  oppofition  to  thefe  events  as  the  fruit 
of  an  ardent  imagination,  and  of  the  caufelefs  terror  with 
which  he  was  ftruck.  1  always  thought  much  might 
be  inferred  from  that  circumftance. 

Hiftory  will  no  doubt  preferve  the  infamous  circular 
letter  of  the  committee  of  vigilance  of  the  commune, 
containing  an  apology  for  the  September  maffacres, 
and  an  invitation  to  perpetrate   the  like    throughout 
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France;  a  ktter  of  which  great  numbers  were  difpatched 
from  the  ofRce  of  the  minifter  of  jullice,  and  counter- 
figned  by  his  own  hand. 

Various  circumfiances  concurring  to  fhew  that  the 
prifoners  from  Orleans,  whofe  removal  had  been  order- 
ed, and  who  were  already  on  the  road,  could  not  be 
brought  to  Paris  v^ithout  danger,  the  minifter  of  the 
interior  gave  orders,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion 
of  the  council,  to  condudl  them  to  Verfailles;  and  a 
numerous  efcort  v/as  fent  off  for  that  purpofe.  Men 
who  affefted  horror  at  the  affaffinations  of  Paris, 
contrived,  by  means  of  that  difguife,  to  make  part  of  it, 
and  were  the  diredors  of  the  Daughter  that  took  place 
on  the  arrival  of  the  prifoners  at  Verfailles. 

The  gold,  filver,  jewels,  and  other  valuables,  which 
abounded  at  that  time  in  the  prifons,  in  confequence  of 
the  wealth  and  condition  of  their  inhabitants,  were 
pillaged,  as  may  be  fuppofed. 

And  much  m.ore  confiderable  ftill  was  the  plun- 
der collected  by  the  members  of  the  commune  after 
the  icth  of  Augufl,  from  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries, 
from  the  royal  houfes  in  the  environs  of  Paris,  to 
which  it  fent  commiflioners,  and  from  the  houfes  of 
private  perfons  who  were  termed  fufpe6led,  on  whofe 
property  it  had  affixed  its  feal. 

The  commune  had  received  confiderable  depofits, 
and  had  ordered  the  removal  of  coniiderable  treafures^ 
and  yet  no  account  appeared;  nor  could  the  minifter 
of  the  interior  obtain  the  information  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  concerning  thefe  matters.  He  complained  to  the 
aflembly;  as  he  did  of  the  negligence  of  the  comman- 
dant-general, from  whom  he  requefted  in  vain  a  more 
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numerous  guard  for  the  pofl  of  the  Garde-meuhle.  In 
the  mean  time  the  brigands  went  every  length,  making 
a  forcible  feizure  of  watches,  fhoe-buckies,  and  ear- 
rings, upon  the  boulevards j  and  in  the  market-places,  in 
open  day.  The  aflembly,  as  ufual,  commended  the 
minifter's  zeali  directed  him  to  make  a  report  of  the 
llate  of  Paris ;  and  took  no  meafures  whatever. 

The  robbery  of  the  Garde-meuble  was  cffetSted,  and 
millions  fell  into  the  hands  of  perfons,  who  would  na- 
turally employ  them  to  perpetuate  that  anarchy  from 
•which  they  derived  their  power. 

On  the  day  that  fucceeded  this  important  theft,  d'Eg- 
lantine  called  at  our  houfe  at  eleven  in  the  morning ; 
d'Eglantine,  who  had  never  made  his  appearance  there 
fince  the  matins  of  September;  and  who  the  lafl  time 
he  came,  told  me,  as  if  from  a  deep  convidion  of  the 
critical  fituadon  of  France,  that  '  things  would  never  go 
well  without  a  concentration  of  powers :  the  execudve 
council,  faid  he,  mult  have  the  di6tatorfhip  ]  and  the 
prefident  mufl  be  the  man  to  exercife  it :' — D'Eglantine 
did  not  find  me  at  home  j  for  I  had  jufl  gone  out  with 
madam  Petion.  He  waited  two  hours ;  and  at  my  re- 
turn, I  found  him  In  the  court-yard.  He  walked  up 
flairs  with  me,  uninvited ;  and  flayed  an  hour  and  half, 
without  being  aflced  to  fit  down.  He  lamented  in  a  hy- 
pocritical tone  the  robbery  of  that  night,  which  deprived 
the  nadon  of  fo  much  real  wealth ;  inquired,  whether  any 
Information  concerning  the  pardes  had  been  obtained  i 
and  wondered  much  at  its  not  having  been  forefeen.  He 
talked  afterv/ards  of  Robefpierrc  and  of  Marat,  v/ho 
had  begun  their  attacks  upon  Roland  and  myfelf,  as 
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of  hot-headed  men,  who  mud  be  permitted  to  go  on  in 

their  own  way,  who  meant  well,  were  extremely  zealous, 
and  took  umbrage  at  every  thing,  but  whofe  condu6t 
ought  to  excite  no  alarm.  I  let  him  talk  on,  faid  very 
little,  and  took  care  not  to  fpeak  out.  At  length  he 
withdrew,  and  I  have  never  feen  him  from  that  day  to 
this ;  nor  could  I  ever  clearly  comprehend  the  purpofe 
of  this  fingular  vifit.  It  is  a  myftery  that  time  muft 
unfold. 

I  have  ju ft  faid,  that  Marat  was  beginning  to  (lander 
us ;  and  it  fhould  be  faid  aifo,  that,  the  moment  the  af- 
fembly  had  ordered  a  fum  to  be  left  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
minifter  of  the  home  department  for  printing  ufeful 
works,  Marat,  who,  the  day  after  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
had  got  his  people  to  carry  avv'ay  four  prefTes  from  the 
royal  printing-houfe,  by  way  of  indemnifying  him  for 
thofe  v/hich  had  been  feized  by  the  hand  of  juftice,  wrote 
to  Roland  for  fifteen  thoufand  livres  [_£,-62^']j  to  enable 
him  to  publilh  fome  very  excellent  things.  Roland  made 
anfwer,  that  the  fum  was  too  great  to  be  delivered,  with- 
out knowing  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  to  be  era- 
ployed  ;  but  that  if  Marat  would  fend  him  his  manu- 
fcripts,  he  vv'ould  lay  them  before  the  council,  who  would 
determine  whether  it  were  proper  to  publilh  them  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  nation.  Marat  replied  in  a  bad 
ftyle,  a  thing  he  is  very  capable  of,  and  fent  a  heap  of 
manufcripts,  the  very  fight  of  which  was  enough  to 
frighten  one.  There  was  an  eflfay  on  the  chains  of  Jla- 
'veryy  and  I  know  not  what  befides,  bearing  evident 
marks  of  the  author's  pen,  which  is  charafterizing  them 
fufficiently. 

I  had  fometimes  doubted,  whether  Marat  were  not 
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a  fiftitlous  entity :  but  I  was  then  convinced,  that  fuch  a 
being  really  exifted.  I  fpoke  of  him  to  Danton,  ex- 
preffed  a  defire  to  fee  him,  and  begged  he  would  bring 
him  to  our  houfe ;  for  monfters  are  deferving  of  atten- 
tion, and  I  was  defirous  of  knowing  whether  he  were 
out  of  his  wits,  or  a  well-prompted  a6lor.  Danton  de- 
clined it,  as  a  thing  perfedlly  ufelefs,  and  even  difagree- 
able,  fince  it  would  be  only  making  me  acquainted  with 
an  original  like  nothing  elfe  in  the  v/orld.  Judging, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  excufed  himfelf,  that  he 
would  not  gratify  my  longing,  even  if  I  infifted  on 
it,  I  pretended  not  to  have  been  ferious  in  my  re- 
queft. 

The  council  decided,  that  Marat's  manufcripts  ftiould 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  Danton,  who  would  find  means 
to  fettle  the  matter  in  fome  way  or  other.  This  was 
cutting  the  gordian  knot,  inftead  of  untying  it.  It  did 
not  become  the  minifter  of  the  home  department  to  ex- 
pend the  public  money  in  feeing  a  madman,  nor  was  it 
prudent  to  make  him  an  enemy  :  but  a  plain  and  diredt 
refufal  from  the  council  would  have  fee  the  queftion  at  reft. 
Entrufting  this  office  to  Danton  was  affording  him  frefh 
means  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  mad  dog  in  queftion, 
and  of  turning  him  loofe  upon  every  body  he  might  wifh 
him  to  worry. 

Three  weeks  more  had  pafTed  away,  and  the  bufinefs 
of  Septemhrizing  was  at  an  end.  Marat  had  the  im- 
pudence to  poft  up  a  demand  of  fifteen  thoufand  livres 
from  d'Orleans,  complaining  bitterly  of  the  want  of 
civifm  which  Roland  fhowed  by  refufmg  him  that  fum, 
and  this  when  he  had  juft  ftuck  up  a  bill,  in  which  I  was 
attacked  by  name.     I  was  not  to  be  fo  deceived.— 
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*  This/  faid  I  to  my  hufband,  '  is  Danton  all  over :  In- 
tending to  attack  you,  he  begins  by  prowling  round  your 
houfe.  With  all  his  fenfe  he  has  the  folly  to  imagine 
that  I  fnall  be  hurt  by  his  abufe  j  that  I  fliall  take  up 
my  pen  to  anfwer  it ;  that  he  fliall  have  the  pleafure  of 
bringing  a  woman  forward  upon  the  ftage ;  and  thus  ex- 
pofe  the  man  to  whom  fhe  is  allied  to  the  fhafts  of  ridi- 
cule. Thefe  people  may  form  a  tolerable  opinion  of  my 
abilities,  but  are  utterly  incapable  of  judging  of  the  tem- 
per of  my  foul.  Let  them  continue  their  calumnies  as 
long  as  they  pleafe— they  will  never  make  me  flir  a 
ftep,  nor  call  forth  my  complaints^  nor  excite  my  un- 
eafinefs. 

Roland  made  his  report  concerning  the  flate  of  Paris 
on  the  22d  of  September.  It  was  exa6l  and  fpirited: 
that  is  to  fay,  it  depifted  the  diforders  that  had  been 
committed,  and  the  impropriety  of  fuffering  any  longer 
the  want  of  fubordination  that  prevailed  among  the  con- 
flituted  authorities,  and  their  dangerous  exercife  of  ar- 
bitrary power.  He  did  jufiice  to  the  zeal  of  the  com- 
mune of  the  loth,  and  acknowledged  the  great  fervices 
it  rendered  to  the  revolution  on  that  important  day: 
but  he  fliewed,  that  the  prolongation  of  revolutionary 
meailires  produced  precifely  the  reverfe  of  what  was 
hoped  for  j  fmce  tyranny  v/as  only  defrroyed  with  a  view 
of  introducing  the  reign  of  jufiice  and  order,  not  lefs 
averfe  from  anarchy  than  from  defpotifm  itfelf  j  he  con- 
cluded by  pointing  out  the  propriety  and  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining accounts  from  the  commune,  from  which  he 
had  repeatedly  demanded  them  in  vain. 

The  aflembly,  found  in  its  intele6t,  but  of  a  weak 
temper  of  mind,  applauded  the  report,  ordered  it  to  be 

printed. 
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printed,  paffed  a  few  Infignificant  decrees,  and  redlfied 
nothing.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  conceive  a  fituation 
more  painful,  than  that  of  a  firm  and  upright  man,  who, 
while  at  the  head  of  an  important  department,  appear- 
ing to  poflefs  confiderable  power,  and  lyin^  under  a 
heavy  refponfibility,  is  obliged  to  be  the  daily  witnefs  of 
(hocking  abufes,  of  which  the  denunciation  alone  belongs 
to  him,  and  which  the  legiflative  authority  either  wants 
means  or  courage  to  reprels.  To  cafliier  the  commune, 
to  order  a  new  municipality  to  be  elected  according  to 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  law,  to  organize  the  public  force, 
and  to  have  a  commander  appointed  by  the  feflions  5 
thefe  were  the  only  meafures  capable  of  reftoring  order, 
without  which  the  laws  would  be  appealed  to  in  vain, 
and  the  convention  would  neceflarily  become  fubje6l  to 
the  m.unicipal  authority,  which  defied  all  reftraint.  In 
this  flate  of  things,  I  would  rather  have  wifhed  Roland 
to  dedicate  his  talents  to  his  country  as  a  reprefentative 
of  the  people,  than  as  member  of  a  council  without 
energy,  and  minifler  of  a  government  without  power, 
I  did  not  conceal  this  way  of  thinking  from  a  few  per- 
fons  capable  of  eflimating  it  properly  i  for  as  to  the 
vulgar,  they  would  never  have  been  able  to  underftand 
how  any  one  could  prefer  a  modeft  fituation  to  the 
**  pride,  pomp,  and  circumftance,"  of  a  place  in  the 
miniftry ;  and  for  want  of  feeing  the  matter  in  a  proper 
light  would  have  been  apt  to  form  very  filly  conje(ftures. 
The  department  of  the  Somme,  in  which  Roland 
had  long  refided,  elefled  him  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion. This  choice  excited  almoft  univerfal  regret,  it 
appeared  inconfiderate  and  abfurd  to  take  from  the  helm 
^  man  of  integrity,  courage,  and  underftanding,  whom  it 
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would  be  dlfEcult  to  replace ;  m  order  to  put  him  into 
an  afTembly,  where  fo  many  others  might  ferve  the  ftate 
by  their  votes  as  well  as  he,  without  poffeffing  equal 
abilities.  Roland  law  no  room  for  hefitation.  He 
wrote  to  the  affembly  in  confequence,  requefting  that  his 
place  might  be  filled  up,  and  pointing  out  the  perfon 
whom  he  thought  beil  qualified  to  fucceed  him.  This 
news  occafioned  extraordinary  agitation :  greac  was  the 
outcry  on  ail  fides;  and  a  motion  was  made,  that  he 
fhould  be  invited  to  remain  in  the  miniftry.  The  con- 
vention had  already  formed  itfelf  into  a  body,  compofed 
of  the  great  number  of  members  of  the  legiflative  afTem- 
bly who  were  re-elefted,  and  of  the  new  members  who 
arrived  firft  from  the  country j  or  eKt  the  latter  took 
their  feats  in  the  legiflative  affembly.  Which  of  the 
two  was  the  cafe  I  do  not  perfetflly  recoUedl  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  I  have  no  documents  by  me :  but  Danton 
was  prefent  *,  and  rofe  to  oppofe  this  invitation  with 
great  warmth.  His  impetuofity  betrayed  his  rancour, 
and  led  him  to  fay  many  ridiculous  things;  among  others, 
that  they  ought  to  addrefs  the  invitation  to  me  alfo,  as  a 
perfon  by  no  means  ufelefs  to  Roland's  adminiftration. 
Murmurs  of  difapprobation  repelled  the  invidious  in- 
finuation  3  but  the  decree  did  not  pafs,  though  the  ge- 
neral wlOi  was  ftrongiy  expreffed.  Neither  was  the 
offer  of  refignation  accepted,  and  Roland  remained  ftill 

*  I  remember  that,  for  more  than  a  month,  he  continued  to  offici- 
ate at  the  council,  while  he  went  and  voted  in  the  affembly.  This 
concentration  of  power  in  one  perfon  appeared  highly  improper  to 
Roland,  who,  during  the  laft  fortnight  that  Danton  proceeded  in  this 
manner,  kept  away  from  a  council,  influenced  by  a  man  who  had  no 
longer  any  right  to  fit  there, 

frea 
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free  to  make  his  option.  A  crowd  of  members  repaired 
to  his  houfe,  to  entreat  him  not  to  quit  the  miniftry. 
They  preffed  the  matter  home  to  him,  as  a  facrifice  he 
owed  to  his  country,  and  affured  him  that  the  conven- 
tion, when  once  complete,  would  bring  the  public  affairs 
to  a  grand  and  decifive  iiTue,  which  his  fpirit  and  aflivity 
would  help  to  advance,  and  by  which  he  would  be  fup- 
ported.  Two  days  had  paffed  in  thefe  foiicitatioris, 
when  news  was  brought,  that  his  eleftion  was  void,  be- 
caufe  made  in  lieu  of  another  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to 
be  null ;  and  that  confequently  he  had  no  reafon  to  quit 
the  miniftry. 

Accordingly  he  refolved  to  keep  his  place;  and  wrote 
to  the  aflembly  in  a  courageous  and  dignified  ftyle,  which 
was  crowned  with  the  plaudits  of  the  majority,  and  made 
his  enemies  tremble.  His  eleftion  proved  void  in  rea- 
lity ;  but  this  was  a  circumftance  that  Danton's  party  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  till  he  Ihould  have  quitted  the  mi- 
niftry, in  order  that  he  m/ight  be  thrown  out  of  every 
fituation.  That  party  no  longer  gave  him  any  quarter : 
every  day  produced  fome  frefh  attack :  Marat's  journal, 
pamphlets  compofed  for  the  purpofe,  and  denunciations  at 
the  Jacobins,  kept  repeating  incelTant  calumnies  and  accu- 
fations,  each  more  ftupid  or  more  atrocious  than  its  pre- 
deceffor.  But  effrontery  and  perfeverance  in  things  of 
this  kind  are  fure  to  fucceed  with  a  people  naturally 
fickle  and  fufpicious.  They  even  v\ent  fo  far  as  to  im- 
pute to  him  as  a  crime,  what  ought  to  have  procured 
him  praife ;  and  had  the  art  of  infpiring  honeft  men  of 
weak  nerves  v/ith  alarm  at  that  very  folicitude,  which 
tended  moft  to  the  fafety  of  the  republic  j  I  mean  his 
care  to  inform  the  public  mind.    It  requires  no  profound 
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il6.ll  In  politics  to  know,  that  the  ftrength  of  a  govern-^ 
ment  depends  upon  opinion  j  and  accordingly  all  the 
difference  that  exifts  in  this  refpe6l  between  a  tyrannical 
adminiftratlon,  and  one  which  takes  juftlce  for  Its  guide, 
i?j  that  the  former  is  employed  wholly  in  contrading 
the  fphere  of  knowledge,  and  fuppreffing  truth,  while 
the  latter  makes  it  a  rule  to  diffufe  them  as  widely  as 
pofiible. 

The  alTembly  rightly  judged  that  the  events  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft  would  produce  different  impreffions,  ac- 
cording to  the  prejudices  or  interefls  of  Individuals,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  jOhould  be  reprefented,  di- 
rected a  narrative  of  the  fa6ls  to  be  drawn  up,  decreed 
that  it  fliouid  be  printed,  fupported  it  by  the  publication 
of  all  the  documents  that  tended  to  prove  Its  accuracy, 
ordered  the  minifter  of  the  home  department  to  difpatch 
them  to  every  part  of  France,  and  enjoined  him  to  pro- 
mote the  writing  of  pamphlets  conducive  to  the  fame 
end, 

Roland  felt  that.  In  the  circumftances  of  the  times, 
the  art  of  difFufing  information  needed  Improvement,  and 
that  It  was  requifite  to  produce  ^  ftream  of  light,  that 
might  in  fome  meafure  fupply  the  want  of  public  In- 
flruftion,  ever  too  much  neglefled.  By  means  of  the 
inquiries  he  fet  on  foot  In  the  departments,  he  found  out 
and  retained  a  fmall  number  of  zealous  and  enlightened 
men,  on  whofe  fidelity,  in  diftributing  fuch  writings  as 
might  be  fent  to  them,  he  thought  he  could  rely.  He 
made  it  a  rule  to  anfwer  every  body,  and  to  keep  up  a 
correfpondence  with  all  the  popular  focieties,  country 
clergymen,  and  private  perfons,  who  might  apply  to 
him.     He  fent  to  the  focieties  a  circular  letter,  remind- 
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ing  them  of  the  fplrit  of  their  inftltution,  and  calling 
them  back  to  the  fraternal  care  of  inftrufting  and  en- 
lightening each  other,  from  which  they  had  but  too 
great  a  tendency  to  depart,  in  order  to  debate  on  public 
meafures,  and  interfere  with  the  government.  He  fe- 
leded  from  among  his  clerks  three  or  four  intelligent  men 
to  carry  on  this  patriotic  co7reJpondence,  and  difpatch  the 
printed  trafts,  intrufting  the  principal  management  to  him 
among  them  who  had  mofl  fenfibility  of  heart,  ftriflnefs 
of  principle,  and  amenity  of  ftyle;  and  this  correipon- 
dence  he  frequendy  animated  by  his  own  circular  letters, 
dictated  by  circumftances,  and  always  breathing  that 
morality,  and  couched  in  thofe  terms  of  affedion,  which 
engage  men's  hearts.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  the 
excellent  efFed  that  thele  things  produced :  troubles  of 
every  kind  fubfided ;  the  adminiftradve  bodies  executed 
their  funflions  with  regularity;  and  five  or  fix  hundred  fo- 
cieties,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  country  clergy- 
men, employed  themfelves  with  laudable  zeal  in  diffuf- 
ing  inftru6tion,  and  in  attaching  to  the  public  weal  men 
hitherto  occupied  in  their  manual  labours,  but  at  the 
fame  time  loft  in  ignorance,  and  more  difpofed  to  hug 
their  chains,  than  to  maintain  that  freedom,  of  which 
they  neither  knew  the  extent,  nor  the  limits,  nor  the  du- 
ties, nor  the  rights. 

This  patriotic  correjpondence  is  a  valuable  monument, 
equally  attefting  the  pure  principles  and  enlightened 
vigilance  of  the  minifter,  the  good  will  of  a  great  number 
of  intelligent  citizens,  and  the  admirable  fruits  of  wifdom, 
patriotifm,  and  reafon. 

In  the  thing  icfelf,  and  In  its  efFecls,  fufpicious  and 
jealous  men  faw  iefs  the  triumph  of  freedom,  the  main- 
tenance 
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tenance  of  tranquillity,  and  the  confolidation  of  the  re*  -I 
publicj  than  the  fame  and  reputation  that  might  accrue 
to  the  firft  mover.     From  that  moment  Roland  was  re-   i 
.  prefented  as  a  dangerous  man,  who  had  offices  of  public   ' 
Jpirit  i  foon  after  as  a  corruptor  of  the  people's  opinions, 
and  a  man  ambitious  of  the  fupreme  power;  and  laft  of 
all,  as  a  confpirator. 

All  that  was  wanting  was  to  read  his  writings,  and 
examine  his  correfpondence.  The  departments,  that 
received  his  letters,  anfwered  him  with  their  warmeft 
thanks  i  but  the  banditti  of  Paris,  always  calumniating, 
and  never  proving  any  thing,  excited  by  means  of  a 
thoufand  ftratagems,  a  fort  of  diftruft  in  the  public  mind, 
which  the  jacobins  feconded  with  all  their  power,  for 
they  were  no  longer  fwayed  by  any  body  but  the  Dan- 
tons,  the  Robefpierres,  and  the  Marats, 

Note. 

.   St.  Pelagie,  Auguft  §,  1793, 

More  than  two  months  have  I  been  imprifoned,  be- 
caufe  I  am  allied  to  a  worthy  man,  who  thought  proper 
to  retain  his  virtue  in  a  revolution,  and  to  give  in  exa6l 
accounts  though  a  minifter.  For  five  months  he  folicited 
in  vain  the  paffing  of  thofe  accounts,  and  the  pronouncing 
of  judgment  on  his  adminiftration.  They  have  been 
examined:  but,  as  they  have  afforded  no  room  for 
blame,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  make  no  report 
on  the  fubje6t,  but  to  fubftitute  calumny  in  its  place. 
Roland's  a6]:ivity,  his  multifarious  labours,  and  his  in- 
ilruflive  writings,  had  procured  him  a  degree  of  con- 
fideration  which  appeared  formidable  5  or  fo  at  leafl  en- 
I  vious 
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vlous  men  would  have  it,  in  order  to  efFe6l  the  downfal 
of  a  man  whofe  integrity  they  detefted.  His  ruin  was 
refolved  upon,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  take  him 
into  cuftody  at  the  time  of  the  infurredion  of  the  3 1  ft 
of  May ;  the  epoch  of  the  complete  debafement  of  the 
national  reprefentation,  of  its  violation,  and  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  decemvirate.  He  made  his  efcape,  and  in 
their  fury  they  fattened  upon  me ;  but  I  Ihould  have 
been  arretted  at  any  rate ;  for  though  our  perfecutors 
know  that  my  name  has  not  the  fame  influence  as  his, 
they  are  perliiaded  that  my  temper  is  not  lefs  firm,  and 
are  almoft  equally  defirous  of  my  ruin. 

The  firtt  part  of  my  captivity  I  employed  in  writing. 
My  pen  proceeded  with  fo  much  rapidity,  and  I  was 
in  fo  happy  a  difpofition  of  mind,  that  in  lefs  than  a 
month  I  had  manufcripts  fufficient  to  form  a  duodecimo 
volume.  They  were  intitled  Hiftorical  Nodces,  and 
contained  a  variety  of  particulars  reladve  to  all  the  fafts, 
and  all  the  perfons,  conneded  with  public  aff'airs,  that 
my  fituation  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing, 
I  related  them  with  all  the  freedom  and  energy  of  my 
nature,  with  all  the  opennefs  and  unconftraint  of  an 
ingenuous  mind,  fetting  itfelf  above  felfifh  confidera- 
tions,  with  all  the  pleafure  which  refults  from  defcribing 
what  we  have  experienced,  or  what  we  feel,  and  laftly 
with  the  confidence,  that,  happen  what  would,  the  collec- 
.  tion  would  ferve  as  my  moral  and  polidcal  teftament. 

I  had  completed  the  whole,  bringing  things  down 
to  the  prefent  moment,  and  had  entrufted  it  to  a  friend, 
who  rated  it  at  a  high  price.  On  a  fudden  the  ftorm 
burft  over  his  head.  The  inftant  he  found  himfelf  put 
under  arreft,  he  thought  of  nothing  but  the  danger,  he 

felt 
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lelt  nothing  but  the  neceflity  of  averting  ity  and  wIthotiE 
cafting  about  for  expedients,  threw  my  manufcript  into 
the  fire.  This  lofs  diftreffed  me  more  than  the  fcvereft 
trials  have  ever  done.  This  will  eafily  be  conceived, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  crifis  approaches,  that 
I  may  be  murdered  to-morrow,  or  dragged,  I  know  not 
how,  before  the  tribunal  which  our  rulers  employ  to  rid 
them  of  the  perfons  they  find  troublefome ;  and  that 
thefe  writings  were  the  anchor  to  which  I  had  com- 
mitted my  hopes  of  faving  my  own  memory  from  re- 
proach, as  well  as  that  of  many  deferving  charaflers. 

As  we  ought  not,  however,  to  fink  under  any  event,  I 
fhall  employ  my  leifure  hours  in  fetting  down,  without 
form  or  order,  whatever  may  occur  to  my  mind,  Thefe 
fragments  will  not  make  amends  for  what  I  have  loft, 
but  they  will  ferve  to  recall  it  to  my  memory,  and  alTift 
me  in  filling  up  the  void  on  fome  future  day,  provided 
the  means  of  doing  fo  remain  in  my  power* 
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PORTRAITS  AND  ANECDOTES. 


Bu  ZOT. 

A  m(an  of  an  exalted  mindj  high  fpirit,  and  impetuous 
courage,  endowed  with  great  fenfibilityj  ardent,  melan- 
choly, and  indolent,  cannot  but  fometimes  run  into  ex- 
tremes. A  great  admirer  of  nature,  feeding  his  imagi- 
nation with  all  the  charms  fhe  has  to  offer,  and  his  mind 
with  the  principles  of  the  mofl  amiable  philofophy,  he 
feems  formed  to  tafle  and  to  confer  domeftic  happinefs : 
he  would  forget  the  whole  world  in  the  placid  enjoy- 
ment of  private  virtues  with  a  heart  worthy  of  his  own. 
But,  thrown  into  public  life,  he  attends  to  nothing  but 
the  laws  of  rigid  equity,  and  defends  them  at  all  ha- 
zards. Eafily  roufed  to  indignation  againfl  injuftice,  he 
affails  it  with  ardour,  and  is  incapable  of  entering  into  a 
compofition  with  guilt.  The  friend  of  human  nature, 
fufcepdble  of  the  tendereft  feelings,  and  capable  of  the 
fublimeft  flights  and  moft  generous  refoludons,  he  loves 
his  fellow-creatures,  and,  like  a  true  republican,  is  ever 
ready  to  facrifice  himfelf  for  their  good :  but  a  fevere 
judge  of  individuals,  and  cautious  in  felecling  the  objeds 
of  his  efteem,  he  bellows  his  friendfhip  upon  few.  This 
referve,   added  to  the  energetic  freedom  with  which  he 
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exprefifes  himfelf,  has  drawn  upon  him  a  charge  of 
haughtinefs,  and  made  him  many  enemies.  Mediocrity 
fcarcely  ever  forgives  merit ;  but  vice  detefts  and  per- 
fecutes  that  courageous  virtue,  which  fets  it  at  defiance, 
Euzot  is  the  gentieft  man  on  earth  with  his  friends,  but 
the  roughed  adverfary  a  knave  can  have  to  do  with. 
While  yet  a  young  man,  the  ripenefs  of  his  judgment, 
and  purity  of  his  morals,  obtained  him  the  efteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Their  confidence  and 
efteem  v;ere  jufiified  by  his  devotion  to  truth,  and  by  his 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance  in  fpeaking  it.  Men  of  vulgar 
minds,  who  depreciate  what  they  cannot  attain,  call  his 
penetradon  a  revery,  his  warmth  paffion,  his  ftrong  re- 
marks fatire,  and  his  oppofition  to  all  violent  m>eafures  a 
revolt  againft  the  majority.  He  was  accufed  o(  royalifmj 
becaufe  he  aderted,  that  morals  were  neceiTary  in  a  re- 
publicj  and  that  nothing  fhould  be  omitted  that  may  tend 
to  maintain  or  correct  them  j  of  calumniating  PariSy  be- 
caufe he  abhorred  the  miaffacres  of  September,  and  afcrib- 
ed  themx  to  a  handful  of  cut-throats  hired  by  robbers ; 
of  arijiocracyj  becaufe  he  wilhed  to  call  upon  the  people 
to  exercife  its  fovereignty  by  paffing  judgment  on 
Lewis  XVI ;  of  federalifm,  becaufe  he  infifted  upon 
the  maintenance  of  equality  among  all  the  departments, 
and  oppofed  the  municipal  tyranny  of  an  overweening 
commune.  Such  were  his  crimes.  He  had  his  errors 
alfo.  Pofiefling  a  nobJenefs  of  countenance,  and  ele- 
gance of  fhape,  he  drefied  himfelf  with  that  care,  neat- 
nefs,  and  decorum,  which  befpeak  a  love  of  order,  a 
fenfe  of  propriety,  and  that  refpefl  which  a  well-bred 
man  owes  to  the  public  and  to  himfelf. 

Thus,  when  the  fcUm  of  the  nation  put  the  helm  in 
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the  hands  of  men,  who  made  patriotlfm  confifl:  In  fiat- 
tering  the  people,  in  order  to  millead  them ;  in  over- 
turning and  invading  every  thing,  by  way  of  procuring 
confequence  and  wealthy  in  libelling  the  laws,  that  they 
might  govern  according  to  their  own  difcretion;  in 
protefting  licentioufnefs,  as  a  mean  of  procuring  impunity 
for  their  crimes ;  in  cutting  throats,  on  purpofe  to  perpe- 
tuate their  power  j  and  in  fwearing,  drinking,  and  dreffing 
like  porters,  in  order  to  fraternife  with  wretches  like  them- 
felvesi  Buzot  flill  profeiTed  the  morality  of  a  Socrates, 
and  retained  the  politenefs  of  a  Scipio.  —  What  a  vil- 
lain ! — Accordingly  the  upright  Lacroix,  the  judicious 
Chabot,  the  gentle  Lindet,  the  modeji  Thuriot,  the 
learned  Duroi,  the  humane  Danton,  and  their  faithful 
imitators,  have  declared  him  a  traitor  to  his  country : 
they  have  had  his  houfe  razed,  and  his  property  con- 
fifcated,  as  in  former  days  Ariftides  was  baniflied,  and 
Phocion  condemned  to  die.  I  am  aftonifhed  at  their 
not  paffing  a  decree,  making  it  felony  to  remember  his 
name.  It  would  have  been  more  confiftent  with  their 
views,  than  their  attempts  to  preferve  it  coupled  with 
epithets,  that  are  difpi-oved  by  the  evidence  of  fa6ls. 

They  cannot  expunge  from  the  page  of  hiftory  Bu- 
zot's  conduct  in  the  conftituent  afiembly  j  nor  fupprefs 
his  judicious  motions,  and  vigorous  failles,  in  the  con- 
vention. However  his  opinions  may  be  falfified  by 
faithlefs  journals,  the  principles  by  which  they  are  fup- 
ported  are  ftill  to  be  perceived  through  the  difguife. 
Buzot  frequently  fpoke  off-hand  j  v/as  indolent  in  other 
refpefls ;  but  never  failed  to  ftand  up  againft  all  per- 
verfe  fyftems  of  politics,  and  every  plan  that  appeared 
prejudicial  to  liberty.     His  report  on  the  departmental 
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guard,  a  project  (o  much  decried,  contains  arguments 
that  have  never  been  anfwered.     That  concerning  the 
law  propofed  againft  inftigators  to  murder  difplays  the 
foundeft  policy,  and  a  fpirit  of  philofophy,  as  true  as  it 
is  natural,  and  as  ftrong  as  the  reafon  by  which  it  is  up- 
held.    His  propofal  for  the  banifhment  of  the  Bourbons 
is  developed  with  precifion,  fupported  by  the  mofl  ac- 
curate reafoning,  and  written  with  equal  elegance  and 
feeling.     His  opinion    on  the  judgment  of  the  king, 
while  it  abounds  with  fafls  and  arguments,  is  free  from 
that  declamation  and  irrelevance  of  matter,  in  which  fo 
many  others  indulged  in  their  harangues  upon  that  im- 
portant fubjed.     And  laftly,  his  letters  to  his  confli-^ 
tuents,  of  the  6th  and  iid  of  January,  depi6t  his  mind  with 
fuch  truth,  as  will  make  them  long  an  obje6l  of  attention. 
A  few  combatants  of  his  flrength  might  have  given  the 
convention  the  impulfion  which  it  wanted :  but  the  reft 
of  the  men  of  talents,  keeping  themfelves  back  as  orators 
for  great  occafions,  were  too   negleftful  of  the  petty 
warfare   which  was  carried  on  every   day;    nor  were 
they  fuificiently  aware  of  the  taftics  to  which  their  ad- 
verfaries  were  forced  by  their  mediocrity  to  refort. 


Petion, 

A  TRULY  honefl  and  good-natured  man,  is  equally 
incapable  of  doing  the  leaft  thing  repugnant  to  juilice, 
of  infli6ling  the  ilighteft  injury,  or  of  giving  the  fmalleft 
uneafinefs  to  any  one.    In  regard  to  himfelf,  he  can  neg- 
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glecfl  many  things,  but  knows  not  how  to  refufe  a  favour 
to  any  pcrfon  in  the  world.  The  ferenity  of  a  good 
confcience,  the  mildnefs  of  an  eafy  temper,  with  frank- 
nefs  and  cheerfulnefs,  are  depifled  in  his  countenance. 
He  was  a  prudent  mayor,  and  faithful  reprefentative  : 
but  he  is  too  fanguine,  and  too  peaceable,  to  forefee 
or  to  lay  a  ftorm.  Sound  judgment,  good  intentions, 
and  what  is  termed  juftnefs  of  thought,  are  the  charac- 
teriilics  of  his  opinions  and  wrinngs,  which  bear  ftronger 
marks  of  good  fenfe  than  of  talents.  As  an  orator  he  is 
cold  J  as  a  v/riter  his  fcile  is  loofe.  An  equitable  mini- 
fter,  and  a  good  citizen,  he  was  formed  for  the  prac- 
tice of  the  focial  virtues  in  a  republic,  and  not  to  found 
a  republican  government  among  a  corrupt  people,  who 
for  fome  time  idolized  him,  and  then  rejoiced  at  his 
profcription,  as  at  that  of  an  enemy. 

At  the  time  of  the  conftituent  alTembly,  during  the 
revifion  of  the  laws,  I  was  one  day  with  Buzot's  wife, 
when  her  hufband  returned  at  a  late  hour  from  the 
alTembly,  and  brought  Petion  with  him  to  dinner.  It 
was  at  that  period  when  the  court  affeded  to  confider 
them  as  fa6lious  men,  and  defcribed  them  as  intriguers 
entirely  occupied  in  exciting  difturbances.  After  din- 
ner, Petion,  who  was  fitting  on  a  large  fofa,  began  to 
play  with  a  young  pointer,  with  all  the  earneftnefs  of 
a  child,  till  at  length  they  both  grew  tired,  and  fell 
afleep  in  one  another's  arms.  The  converfation  of  four 
perfons  did  not  prevent  Petion  from  fnoring.  *  Do 
but  look  at  that  fower  of  fedition,'  faid  Buzot,  with  a 
fmile :  '  we  were  eyed  aikance  as  we  were  quitting  the  hall; 
and  our  accufers,  very  bufy  about  party  intrigues  them- 
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themfelves,  imagine  that  we  are  engaged  in  fimilar  ma- 
noeuvres.' 

The  circumflance,  and  the  remark,  have  often  recur- 
red to  my  mindj  fince  thefe  unfortunate  latter  times 
when  Petion  and  Buzot  are  accufed  and  profcribed  as 
royaliflsj  with  as  much  reafon  as  the  court  then  had  to 
charge  them  with  intrigue.  Always  alone  with  their  prin- 
ciples, or  affociating  with  none  but  men  who  pro- 
fciled  the  fame,  in  order  to  difcufs  their  opinions  j  they 
thought  it  would  {ufBce  to  contend  obftinately  for  juf- 
tice,  to  fpeak  the  truth  conftantly,  and  to  facrifice 
themfclves,  or  at  leafl  to  run  every  hazard,  rather  than 
betray  fo  good  a  caufe. — —And  yet  thefe  are  the  men 
that  are  declared  traitors  to  their  country.   • 

I  will  here  record  a  fadl  of  fome  confequence.  \t 
ha,s  been  feen  elfewhere,  that  during  the  finl  patriotic 
^dminifcration,  it  had  been  agreed  upon,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs  Ihould  take  from  the  fund  al- 
lotted to  his  department  for  fecret  fervice  money  cer- 
tain fumiS,  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
mayor  of  Paris,  as  well  for  the  police,  which  was  re- 
duced to  nothing  for  want  of  means,  as  for  publica- 
tions to  counteract  the  influence  of  thofe  of  the  court. 
Dumouriez  having  quitted  that  department,  the  matter 
was  mentioned  to  d'Abancourt,  that  is  to  fay,  as  far 
as  regarded  the  money  wanting  for  the  police  aione. 
D'Abancourt  would  do  nothing  in  it  himfelfi  but  pre- 
tended, that  it  was  a  bufinefs,  which  the  king  Uiould  be 
brought  to  approve,  and  of  which  Jiis  majeily  would 
not  fail  to  fee  the  jufrice.  The  propofal  was  not  at 
all  to  the  tafte  of  the  king,  who  anfwered  in  direct 
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terms,  that  he  would  not  buy  rods  to  whip  himfelf. 
In  this  he  fpoke  fenfibly  enough,  as  he  was  not  a  fm- 
cere  friend  to  the  conftitution  -,  and  fuch  an  anfvver 
might  have  been  expe6led.  But  a  few  days  after,  La- 
croixj  the  prefent  colleague  of  Dan  ton,  in  concert  with 
whom  he  is  plundering  Belgium;  Lacroix,  the  perfe- 
cutor  of  honeft  men,  and  the  fovereign  of  the  day,  who 
then  had  a  feat  in  the  legiflative  afTembly,  and  who  was 
known  to  frequent  the  palace,  called  upon  Petion  to  promife 
him  the  free  difpofal  of  three  millions  of  livres  [£  1 25,000] 
if  he  would  employ  them  in  fuch  away  as  to  fuppoit 
his  majefty ;  a  proportion  which  mufl  needs  have  been 
more  ofFenfive  to  Petion,  in  his  character  of  mayor, 
than  the  other  could  have  been  to  Louis  XVI.  It 
Was  accordingly  rejedled,  notwithftanding  the  peculiarly 
kind  reception  he  met  with  at  that  very  time  from  the 
king  i  for  being  fent  for  to  the  palace,  inftead  of  find- 
ing the  monarch,  whom  he  had  never  before  {^en  alone, 
furrounded  as  ufual,  he  was  introduced  into  his  clofet, 
where  there  appeared  to  be  no  one  elfe,  and  where 
Louis  XVI.  laviihcd  upon  him  many  marks  of  affabi- 
lity and  regard,  and  even  thofe  litde  captivating  cajo- 
leries, v/hich  he  had  the  art  of  diftributing  at  will.  A 
flight  ruftling  of  filk  behind  the  hangings  made  Petion 
imagine  that  the  queen  was  prefent  without  being  vifible, 
and  the  careffes  of  Louis  convinced  him  of  his  hypo- 
crify  :  he  remained  firm  and  honeft,  without  yielding  to 
the  king,  v/ho  was  trying  to  corrupt  him,  in  like 
manner  as,  without  flattering  the  people,  he  wiflied  to 
appeal  to  them  on  the  trial  of  that  very  king  j  while 
Lacroix,  who  had  ferved  him,  and  had  probably  been 
well  paid  for  his  fervices,  thought  that  he  could  not  be 
too  fpeedily  condemned  to  die, 
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P  A  C  H  E, 

It  has  been  faid  with  reafon,  that  the  talent  of 
knowing  mankind  is  of  the  firfl  importance  to  thofe 
who  govern,  their  errors  in  that  particular  being  al- 
ways the  mod  fatal.  But  the  exercife  of  this  talent, 
at  all  times  fo  difficulty  becomes  infinitely  more  fo  in 
the  time  of  a  revolution  j  there  is  befides  a  degree  of 
hypocrify,  by  which  it  is  no  difgrace  to  be  dupedj  fincc 
a  man  muft  be  wicked  himfelf  to  fufpeft  its  exiftence. 

In  my  youthful  days,  I  had  met,  at  the  houfe  of  one 
of  my  relations,  a  clerk  in  the  poll  office,  of  the  name 
of  Gibert,  who  pofiefled  that  mildnefs  of  manners  which 
generally  accompanies  a  taile  for  the  fine  arts.     Gibert, 
a  man  of  a  cukivated  mind,  and   an  affe6lionate  father, 
amufed  himfelf  with  painting,  made   a  ftudy  of  mufic, 
and  by  his  ftrifl  probity  obtained  the  efteem  of  all  his 
acquaintance.     He  was   extremely  attached  to  a  man, 
his  moft  particular  friend,   whofe  extraordinary  merit  he 
extolled  with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  an  affedionate  heart, 
and  Vv'ith  all  the  modefty  of  a  perfon  who  thought  himfelf 
far  his  inferior.     I    was  fometimes  in  company  with  this 
friend  5  in  whom    there  was  nothing  remarkable  at  firft 
light,  but  his  extreme  fimplicity.     I  had,  however,  no 
opportunity  of  forming  a  judgm.ent  of  him,  for  I  met  with 
hmi  but  feldom,  and  did  not  often  fee  Gibert  himfelf;  I 
only  learnt,    that    his    friend,     who  was   Pachcy    being 
enamoured  of  a  country  life,   the  only  one  fuited  to  his 
patriarchal  manners,  and  in  love  with  liberty,  of  which 
his  well  informed  mind  enabled  him  to  eflimate  all  the 
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advantages,  was  about  to  refign  a  genteel  place  under 
the  French  government,  to  fettle  with  hi5  family  in 
•Switzerland.  I  afterwards  leant,  that  having  loft  his 
wife,  and  perceiving  that  his  children  regretted  Paris, 
and  that  the  revolution  was  paving  the  way  for  our 
national  emancipation,  he  had  taken  the  refolution  of  re- 
turning j  and  that  being  fatisfied  with  the  independence  he 
had  derived  from  the  fale  of  his  former  property,  and  the 
fortunate  purchafe  of  a  national  eftate,  he  had  fent  back 
the  grant  of  a  penfion  to  a  quondam  minifter  by  whofe 
intereft  it  had  been  obtained. 

It  was  not  necefTary  to  be  often  in  Gibert's  com- 
pany, and  to  know  his  intimacy  with  Pache,  to  be  inform- 
ed of  every  thing  that  could  be  faid  to  the  latter's  ad- 
vantage. In  the  month  of  January,  1792,  he  brought  him 
to  our  houfe,  and- 1  faw  him  from  time  to  time,  Pache, ' 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  wears  an  appearance  of  the 
utmoft  modefty.  It  is  fo  great  indeed,  that  you  would 
be  tempted  to  adopt  the  opinion  he  feems  to  enter- 
tain of  himfelf,  and  take  him  for  a  thing  of  no  great 
value.  But  credit  is  given  him  for  that  modefty,  when 
it  is  difcovered  that  he  reafons  well,  and  is  by  no  means 
wanting  in  information.  As  he  is  extremely  referved, 
and  never  unbofoms  himfelf  freely,  people  foon  fufpe6t 
him  to  know  more  than  he  fays,  and  end  with  afcribing 
to  him  more  merit  than  he  pofielTes,  becaufe  they  were 
very  near  committing  the  injuftice  of  allowing  him  none. 
A  perfon  who  talks  little,  liftens  with  an  air  of  intel- 
ligence to  every  fubje£t  of  difcufllon,  and  ventures  a 
few  well-timed  obfervations,  eafily  pafTes  for  a  man  of 
fenfe.  Pache  had  made  an  acquaintance  with  Meu- 
nieurs  and  Monge,  both  members  of  the   academy  of 
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fcicnccs  5  and  had  helped  them  to  form  a  popular  foci- 
Qty  in  the  fe6lion  of  the  Luxembourg,  the  objeft  of  which, 
they  faid,  was  the  dijEtufion  of  information,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  patriotic  fentiments.  Pache  was  very 
affiduous  in  this  fociety  ;  and  appeared  to  dedicate  to  his 
country,  as  a  citizen,  all  the  time  which  he  did  not  devote 
to  his  children,  and  which  intervened  between  the  public 
lecftures,  whither  he  attended  them. 

I  have  related  elfewhere  how  Roland  was  called  to 
the  miniftry  at  the  end  of  March  of  the  fame  year. 
The  offices  were  filled  with  agents  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, little  difpofed  to  favour  the  new  -,  but  they  were 
accuftomed  to  the  routine  of  bufinefs ;  and  it  would  have 
been  wrong  to  hazard  unhinging  the  whole  of  a  great  ma- 
chine, in  thofe  trouble  fome  times,  for  the  fake  of  changing 
a  few  clerks.  Nothing  more  then  was  to  be  done  but  to 
keep  a  ftridl  eye  over  them,  and  to  make  preparations  for 
their  removal  in  due  time.  But  in  the  multiplicity  of 
bufinefs,  the  daily  current  of  which  hurries  a  man  in  ofHce 
along  with  inconceivable  rapidity,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  he  may  eafily  commit  himfelf,  if  he  do  not  pay  the 
mofl  fcrupulous  attention  toevery  thing,  an  attention  v/hich 
becomes  infinitely  irkfome,  when  the  confequence  of  dif- 
truft.  In  this  fituation,  Roland  was  defirous  of  finding  a 
trufly  man,  whom  he  might  have  ahvays  with  him  in  his 
clofet,  and  whom  he  might  get  to  read  over  a  letter, 
or  a  report,  pn  any  urgent  bufinefs,  when  other  bufinefs 
Hill  more  urgent  v^ould  not  permit  him  to  revife  jt 
himfelf:  not  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  compofition, 
but  merely  to  fee  that  the  adverfe  principles  of  the 
clerks  had  not  influenced  the  manner  of  ftating  faftsj, 
ipr  djawing  ccnclufions  i    a  man^  in   fhort,  who  might 
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be  truHed  to  feek  for  a  particular  paper,  in  a  particu- 
lar office,  or  to  deliver  a  verbal  meflage  on  any  matter 
of  importance.  The  idea  of  Pache  occurred.  Pache 
had  been  a  clerk  in  the  admiralty  j "  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  routine  of  office  j  pofleffed  abilities,  patriot- 
ifm,  morals,  which  would  procure  a  man  in  office  cre- 
dit for  his  appointment,  and  that  fimplicity  which  never 
excites  ill-will.  The  idea  appeared  excellent.  It  was 
mentioned  to  Pache,  who  immediately  exprefled  the 
utmoft  eagernefs  to  ferve  Roland,  by  making-himfelfufeful 
to  the  public  weal  j  but  on  condition  ofpreferving  his  in- 
dependence, by  taking  neither  tide  nor  falary.  This 
was  beginning  v/ell.  It  was  fuppofed  that,  when  a  new 
arrangement  ffiould  take  place  in  the  office,  it  would 
be  eafy  to  fee  for  what  he  was  particularly  fit ;  and 
Pache  came  to  Roland's  clofct  every  morning  at 
feven,  with  his  morfel  of  bread  in  his  pocket,  and  ftaid 
till  three,  without  its  being  poffible  to  prevail  on  him 
to  take  any  thing :  attentive,  prudent,  zealous,  doing 
his  duty  diligently,  making  an  obfervation,  putting  in 
a  word,  to  bring  the  argument  back  to  the  point  in 
queflion,  and  foothing  Roland,  who  was  fometimes 
vexed  at  the  ariflocratical  contradlilion  of  his  clerks. 

Roland,  whofe  difpofidon  was  ardent,  and  his  feel- 
ings ftrong,  rated  the  mildnefs  and  complaifance  of 
Pache  very  highly,  and  treated  him  as  a  valuable  friend  : 
while  I,  grateful  for  the  fervice  I  fuppofed  him  to  ren- 
der my  huiband,  laviffied  on  him  marks  of  edeem, 
and  proofs  of  attachment.  The  fcyle  of  Pache  was  a 
bad  one :  it  did  not  do  to  fet  him  about  compofing  a 
letter :  it  was  fure  to  be  dry  and  flat ;  but  he  was  not 
wanted  for  that  purpofe,  and  was  ufeful  on  thofe  occa- 
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fions  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  require  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  a  trufty  perfon.  Our  friend  Servan,  lately  ap- 
pointed minifter  at  war,  was  alarmed  at  the  complica- 
tion and  derangement  of  certain  branches  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  envied  us  Pache.  /  Let  me  have  that  honed 
man,'  faid  he  to  Roland  :  *  you  have  no  further  occa- 
lion  for  him,  you  are  above  your  bufmefs  a  hundred 
times  over  i  and  now  that  the  chaos  of  the  firft  outfec 
has  affumed  fhape  and  order,  you  no  longer  need  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  another  3  but  as  to  me,  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  bufinefs,  and  in  the  utmoft  want  of  perfons  in  whom 
I  can  confide.'— -Thefe  minifters  were  alfo  of  opinion, 
that  fome  fhare  of  capacity  was  wanting  to  fill  a  place, 
and  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  employed  without  rea- 
fonable  grounds  to  fuppofe  him  poffeffed  of  the  necef- 
fary  qualifications,  Roland  confented,  and  Pache,  upon 
being  confulted,  yielded  with  as  good  a  grace,  on  the 
fame  condidons  that  he  had  made  with  Roland.  After 
his  being  thrown  into  this  fituation,  we  fcarcely  ever 
faw  him  ;  but  Servan  fpoke  highly  in  his  praife. 

A  change  in  the  miniftry  took  place.  Roland  kept 
himfelf  fecludcd  from  the  worldi  and  Pache  returned 
to  his  feftion.  The  tenth  of  Auguft  followed  foon  af- 
ter ;  and  the  legifiadve  affembly  recall  ed  the  patriotic 
minifters.  Roland  arranged  his  offices ;  and-  as  Pache 
perfilled  in  his  refelution  to  retain  his  independence,  Ro- 
land appointed  Fepoul,  whom  Pache  had  introduced  1 
an  intelligent,  induftrious,  and  careful  man,  very  well 
Cfilculated  for  the  accomptant  department,  dexterous 
in  his  condu6t,  never  fetting  himfelf  up  in  oppo- 
ficion  to  any  one,  and  ever  adhering  to  the  ftrongeft 
party? 

Rplandj, 
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Roland,  defied  a  member  of  the  convention,  and  dif- 
gufled  at  the  horrors  of  September,  was  defirous  of  re- 
tiring from  the  miniftry ;  and,  knowing  the  extreme  em- 
barraffment  the  wifeft  heads  would  hav^e  been  in  to  find 
him  a  fuccelTor,  thought  he  fnould  render  an  eiTentiai 
fervice  to  the  piibHc  by  mentioning  Pache.  This  he  did 
with  all  the  franknefs  that  belonged  to  his  charafter, 
and  ail  the  warmth  of  a  feeling  heart,  proud  of  ac- 
knowledging raerit,   wherever  it  feems  to  refide. 

Pache,  to  whom  he  had  not  hinted  his  intention, 
and  who  had  a  little  before  refafed  the  fuperintendance 
of  the  jewel  office,  a  place  for  which  he  propofed 
Refioutj  whom  Roland  appointed  upon  his  recommen- 
dation, appeared  v/ell  fati;.fied  to  remain  his  own  maf- 
ter.  He  accepted,  however,  a  miffion  from  Monge 
for  Toulon,  repaired  thither,  and  committed  feveral 
a<5bs  of  folly,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed. 

Servan's  health  obliging  him  to  quit  the  war-office, 
the  man  whom  Roland  had  recommended  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  that  department,  as  the  perfon  on  whom 
in  point  of  principle  the  ftrongefl  dependance  might 
be  placed,  and  who,  as  to  talents,  could  not  but  be 
fufficiendy  qualified'  for  fuch  a  place.  We  wrote  to 
Pache,  to  inform  him  of  his  appointment,  and  prelTed 
him  to  accept  it.  But  tnis  was  in  all  likelihood  unne- 
celTary  ;  for,  jealous  as  he  was  of  his  independence,  he 
appeared  not  to  have  the  leaft  uneafinefs  concerning  the 
burden  about  to  be  laid  on  his  fhouldcrs,  and  took  it 
up  without  hefitation.  On  his  return  to  Paris  he  came 
to  fee  us,  and  we  talked  with  him  freely  on  the  difpo- 
fition  of  men's  minds  i  of  the  party  which  the  Parifian 
(leputies  were  formings  of  the  enormities  of  the  communes 
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of  the  dangers  that  appeared  to  threaten  the  liberty  of  the 
convention,  and  particularly  of  thofe,  v/hich  might  arife 
from  the  predominance  of  immoral  and  guilty  men,  who 
only  fought  to  acquire  power  in  order  to  efcape  punifliment 
or  to  gratify  their  paffions;  of  the  order  to  be  eftablilhed 
in  his  department,  and  of  our  joy  at  feeing  him  in  the 
council,  where  his  prefence  would  preferve  a  union  of 
will  and  finglenefs  of  action.  Pache  liftened  to  the  ef- 
fbfions  of  confidence  with  the  filence  of  a  man  who 
conceals  his  own  fenriments  j  oppofed  every  opinion  of 
Roland  at  the  council-table ;  and  came  to  fee  him  no 
more. 

At  firft  we  imagined,  that  this  condud  arofe  from 
a  movement  of  felf-love,  a  fort  of  fear  of  appearing 
the  creature  of  Roland.  But  I  learnt,  that  this  man, 
who  never  accepted  the  invitations  of  his  colleague, 
under  pretence  of  the  retirement  in  which  the  multi- 
plicity of  his  bufinefs  obliged  him  to  live,  received 
Fabre,  Chabot,  and  other  mountaineers  at  his  table;  that 
lie  paid  his  court  to  their  friends ',  that  he  took  their 
creatures  into  ofiice,  all  of  them,  either  as  great  knaves 
as  the  valet  in  a  comedy  *,  or  ignorant  fellows,  or  in- 
triguers like  themfelves  3  and  that  honefc  men  began 
to  murmur-  and  defpair,  I  thought  it  right  to  try  the 
only  means  that  remained  of  opening  his  ty^s^  if  he 
were  merely  mifled,  or  of  pulling  away  the  mafk  if  he  were 
really  afting  with  ill  faith.  I  wrote  to  him  then  on 
the  nth  of  Novem-ber,  in  a  friendly  flyle,  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  murmurs  that  began  to  prevail,  the 
caufes  to  which  they  were  owing,  and  what  his  ov/n  in- 

*   In  die   eld   French  comedies,  the  lackey  is  invariably   a  kna- 
yifh  buffoon^  who  flicks  at  ngthing.     Tranf^ 
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tereft  feemed  to  require.  I  reminded  him  of  what  had 
been  fald  in  confidence  on  his  entrance  into  the  mini^ 
ftry  ',  and  I  added  a  word  or  two  concerning  the  une- 
quivocal fentiments  we  had  exprelTed,  the  unanimity 
they  promifed,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  fo  oppo^ 
fite  to  what  they  would  have  led  one  to  exped. 

Pache  made  me  not  the  fmalleft  anfwer  j  and  we  foon 
after  heard  that  his  firft  clerks  Hailenfratz,  Vincent,  and 
the  reft  (miferable  beings,  whom  I  would  not  mendon,  had 
not  their  enormides  already  infured  their  names  a  place 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  popular  commodons  of  thefe  latter 
times)  were  declaiming  at  the  jacobins,  and  elfewhere 
againft  Roland,  and  holding  him  up  as  the  enemy  of 
the  people.  There  could  no  longer  then  be  any  doubt 
but  that  Pache  was  feeking  his  downfal.  The  atrocity 
and  bafenefs  of  this  conduft  filled  me  with  indignation  and 
contempt:  fentiments,  in  which  I  was  beforehand  with  fe- 
veral  who  had  become  acquainted  with  Pache  by  means  of 
us,  and  v;ho  were  then  inclined  to  charge  me  with  le- 
vity, though  their  averfion  to  the  man  has  fince  exceeded 
mine.  The  peculation^  or  the  profufe  expenditure  at 
leaft,  that  took  place  in  the  war  department  during  his 
adminiftration,  was  horrible  ;  every  thing  was  diforgan- 
ifed,  owing  to  the  bad  choice  of  the  perfons  employed; 
it  was  proved,  that  regiments  reduced  to  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  men  were  paid  as  if  complete  ;  it  was  not  only 
impoffible  to  furnifh  an  account,  but  even  to  imagine 
the  means  of  doing  fo,  for  more  than  130  millions  of 
livres  [near  five  millions  and  a  half  fterling].  In  the 
twenty-four  hours  that  follov^ed  his  difmifTion,  rendered 
indifpenfable  by  fo  much  mifchief,  he  filled  up  fixty  dif- 
ferent places,  with  all  the  perfons  he  knew  of  who  were 
6  hafe 
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bafe  enough  to  pay  their  court  to  him,  from  his  fon- 
in-lawj  who  from  a  curate  became  commiffary-general 
with  a  falary  of  19000  livres  [^-Jg^],  to  his  hair- 
drefler,  a  blackguard  boy  of  nineteen,  Vv'hom  he  made 
a  mufter- matter .  Thefe  are  the  exploits  which  the 
people  of  Paris  rewarded  by  calling  him  to  the  mayoralty, 
where,  fupported  by  the  Chaumets,  Heberts,  and  other 
tatterdemalions,  he  favoured  the  oppreffion  of  the  le- 
giflative  body,  the  violation  of  the  national  reprefenta- 
tion,  and  the  profcription  of  all  virtuous  men,  and  thus 
helped  to  feal  the  ruin  of  his  country. 

And  this  was  the  man  who  was  in  fearch  of  a  free 
country,  who  gave  up  peniions,  and  refufed  a  place ! 
But  Pache  went  into  Switzerland,  where  his  family 
originally  refided — (a  circumftance  that  enabled  his  father 
to  keep  a  great  man's  door  at  Paris  *,)  hoping  there 
to  lead  a  more  agreeable  life,  than  in  a  place 
which  reminded  him  of  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth ;  and 
Pache  received  from  Cqjlries  a  penfion,  v/hich  bore 
witnefs  to  the  Hate  of  dependence  that  he  had  lived 
in  at  his  houfe,  and  might  have  excited  fufpicion,  when 
the  nobles  and  minifters  of  the  old  government  were 
obje6ls  of  perfecution.  This  was  a  part  of  his  hiftory, 
which  I  was  unacquainted  with,  and  which  is  no  way  in- 
confiftent  with  Pache  returning  to  France  after  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Baftile,  currying  favour  in  a  iitde  popular 
fociety  well  contrived  for  the  acquifidon  of  influence, 
obftinately  refufmg  fecond-rate  places,  but  not  hefitating 
a  moment  to   become  a  member  of  the  council,  and 

*  The  reputation  of  the  Swifs  for  probity  was  fo  great  in  France, 
that  all  the  noblemen  had  them  in  their  fervice  as  porters.  A  por- 
ter and  a  Swifs  became  at  laft  fynopymous  words,     Tranf, 
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take  upon  himfelf  that  department  in  the  adminlftra- 
tion,  which  circumftances  rendered  moft  important.  He 
is  in  politics  the  TartufFe  *  of  Moliere. 

V/hilft  I  am  writing  this,  Biron  is  confined  in  the 
prifon  that  I  inhabit.  Towards  the  end  of  Pache's  mi- 
niftry,  Biron  came  to  denounce  him  to  the  aflembly, 
and  was  confequently  provided  with  documents  capa- 
ble of  proving  his  mifdemeanours,  Biron  met  with 
him  i  was  feduced  by  his  air  of  fimplicity ;  perfuaded 
himfelf  that  he  had  erred  rather  from  unildlfulnefs  than 
difhoneltyi  thought  it  cruel  to  bring  a  man  to  the 
block  who  might  have  been  deceived »  relinquiihed  his 
defign  ;  and  then  mendoned  it  to  Pache  himfelf.  Pache 
came  to  an  explanadon ;  contrived  to  wheedle  Biron  out 
of  all  the  information  and  documents  that  related  to 
the  complaint  of  which  he  was  the  objed  j  and  then 
had  him  fentto  the  army  of  Italy,  where  he  was  left 
deftitute  of  every  thing.  Biron  obtained  fome  advan- 
tages ;  they  were  never  mentioned  :  he  made  complaints  j 
no  attention  was  paid  to  them :  time  ran  on ;  the  evils 
increafed :  he  grew  urgent  j  an  order  was  fent  him  to 
repair  to  Paris :  as  foon  as  he  arrived  he  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  confined  at  St.  Pelagie.  In  this  ftroke  he 
recognizes  the  hand  of  Pache,  and  has  no  doubt  as  to 
,ihe  tyrant  by  whom  he  is  oppreiTed. 

^  A  confummate  hypocrite,     Tranf. 
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GiRONDE. 

GuADET  and  Gensonn£ 

Love  each  other,  probably  becaufe  there  is  no 
refemblance  between  them.  Guadet  is  as  impetuous  as 
Genfonne  is  cool :  but  the  violent  failles  of  his  fiery 
temper  are  never  fucceeded  by  malice ;  nor  is  his  foul 
fufceptible  of  an  intention  to  offend.  Nature  has  made 
Guadet  an  orator ;  Genfonne  has  made  himfelf  a  logi- 
cian. The  one  frequently  lofes,  in  deliberating,  the 
time  which  fhould  be  employed  in  adion:  the  other 
diffipates,  in  bold,  but  fliort  and  tranfient,  flights,  that 
warmth,  which  ought  fometimes  to  be  concentrated, 
and  always  to  be  longer  fupported,  in  order  to  produce 
a  durable  effeft. 

Guadet  had  brilliant  moments  in  each  of  the  two 
affemblies,  the  legiflative  and  conventional :  they  were 
owing  to  the  afcendency  of  honefty,  feconded  by  ta- 
lents :  but  polTeffed  of  feelings  too  ftrong  to  keep  up 
a  long  ftruggle  without  tiring,  he  has  drawn  upon  him- 
felf the  hatred  of  the  v/icked,  without  exciting  much 
of  their  fear  ;  nor  did  he  ever  attain  the  degree  of  influ- 
ence which  his  enemies  were  fond  of  afcribing  to  him, 
in  order  to  render  him  an  objeft  of  diftrufl:.  Genfonne, 
ufeful  in  debate,  which,  however,  he  has  the  fault  of 
drawing  out  to  too  great  a  length,  took  an  a6livc  part 
in  the  committees,  and  drew  up  part  of  the  plan  of 
the  intended  conftitution.  His  fpeech  on  the  bufinefs 
of  the  king  is  enlivgied  by  farcafl:ic  ftrokes,  to  which 
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an  apparent  coolncfs  gave  an  edge,  and  which  the  Tons 
of  the  mountain  will  never  forgive. 

Both  of  them  tender  hulbands,  good  fathers,  excellent 
citizens,  virtuous  men,  and  fincere  republicans,  they 
only  funk  under  the  accufation  of  the  confpirators,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  even  know  how  to  coalejce  in  favour 
of  the  good  caufe,  the  only  one  for  which  they  contended, 
and  for  which  they  deferved  to  live. 


Vergniaux 

Was,  perhaps,  the  mofl:  eloquent  man  in  the  afiembly. 
He  did  not  fpeak  without  preparation,  like  Guadet; 
but  his  made  fpeeches,  of  great  argumentative  ftrength, 
full  of  fire,  abounding  in  matter,  refplendent  with  the 
mofl  beautiful  forms  of  oratory,  and  fupported  by  a 
dignified  delivery,  may  flill  be  read  with  the  greatefl 
pleafure. 

And  yet  I  love  not  Vergniaux :  he  appears  to  me 
a  philofopher  totally  abforbed  in  felf.  Difdaining  man- 
kind,, no  doubt  becaufe  he  knows  them  well,,  he  gives 
himfelf  no  concern  on  their  account:  but  with  this  way 
of  thinking,  a  man  (hould  keep  out  of  all  public  em- 
ploys j  if  he  do  not  his  idlenefs  becomes  a  crim^ei  and 
in  this  refpeft  Vergniaux  is  highly  culpable.  What  a 
pity,  that  talents  like  his  fiiould  not  have  been  employed 
with  the  ardour  of  a  man  devoted  to  the  public  v,^eal, 
and  with  the  perfeverance  of  an  active  mind ! 

Grangeneuvs 
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Grangeneuve 

Is  the  belt  of  men,  with  a  countenance  of  the  leaft 
promife.  His  underftanding  is  of  the  common  level  j 
but  his  foul  is  truly  great :  and  he  performs  noble  ac- 
tions with  fim.plicity,  and  without  fufpe<5ting  how  much 
they  would  cofl  any  other  but  himfelf. 

In  the  courfe  of  July,  1792,  the  condufl  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  court  indicating  hoilile  defigns,  every  one 
talked  of  the  means  of  preventing  or  fruflrating  their  exe- 
cution. On  this  fubjeft  Chabot  faid,  with  that  ardour 
which  proceeds  from  a  heated  imagination,  and  not  from 
flrength  of  mind,  that  it  was  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
court  might  attempt  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  patriotic 
memibers,  as  it  would  infallibly  caufe  an  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  people,  the  only  mean  of  fetting  the  multi- 
tude in  motion,  and  producing  a  falutary  crifis.  He 
grew  warm  on  this  head,  on  which  he  made  a  copious 
comment.  Grangeneuve,  who  had  liftened  to  him 
without  faying  a  word,  in  the  little  fociety  where  the 
difcourle  took  place,  embraced  the  firft  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  with  Chabot  in  private.  *  I  have  been  ftruck 
with  your  reafons,'  faid  he :  ^  they  are  excellent  r  but 
the  court  is  too  cunning  ever  to  afford  us  fuch  an  ex- 
pedient. We  muft  make  it  for  ourfeives.  Find  you  bur 
men  to  ftrike  the  blow,  and  I  will  devote  myfclf  as  the 
vicHm.' — '  What !  you  will  *  *  *  *  ?' — <  Certainly. 
What  is  there  fo  wonderful  in  that  ?  My  life  is  of  no 
great  utility :  my  perfon  of  little  account :  I  fhali  feel 
the  greateft  pleafure  in  offering  myfelf  up  as  a  facrifice 
for  my  country's  good.' — • — '  Ah,  my  friend,  you  fhall 
4  not 
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not  fall  alone  •/  exclaimed  Chabot,  wkh  a  look  of  en- 
thufiafm  :  '  I  am  determined  to  fhare  the  glory  with 
you.' — *  As  you  pleafe:  one  is  enough;  two  may  be 
better.  But  there  will  be  no  glory  in  the  bufinefs ;  for 
it  is  neceffary  that  it  remain  a  fecret  to  all  the  world. 
Let  us  then  devife  the  means  of  execution.* 

Chabot  undertook  to  provide  them ;  and  a  few  days 
after  informed  Grangeneuve,  that  he  had  found  fit  inftru- 
ments  for  the  purpofe,  and  that  every  thing  was  prepared. 
— '  Very  well:  let  us  appoint  the  time.  We  v/ill  repair 
to  the  committee  to-morrov/  evening:  I  will  leave  it  at  half 
after  ten:  we  mufl  go  through  fome  unfrequented  ftreet,  in 
which  you  will  take  care  to  have  your  people  pofted.  But 
let  them  mind  what  they  are  about.  It  is  their  bufinefs  to 
fhoot  us  pronerly,  and  not  to  make  us  cripples  for  life.* 
— The  hour  was  fixed,  and  every  thing  v/as  agreed  upon. 
Grangeneuve  went  to  make  his  will,  and  arrange  fome 
domeftic  concerns,  without  any  buftle ;  and  was  punc- 
tual to  tlie  appointment.  Chabot  did  not  make  his 
appearance.  The  hour  elapfed,  and  no  Chabot  came ; 
whence  Grangeneuve  concluded  he  had  given  up  his 
defign  of  participation ;  but  fuppofing  that  the  pro- 
ject held  good  as  to  himfelf,  he  fet  ofi^,  took  the 
road  agreed  on,  walked  with  meafured  (leps,  m.et 
nobody  on  his  way,  walked  back  again,  for  fear  of 
any  miftake,  and  was  obliged  to  return  home  fafe 
and  found,  much  difpleafcd  at  having  made  all  his 
preparations  in  vain.  Chabot  faved  himfelf  from  re- 
proach by  fome  paltry  excufe,  taking  good  care  not  to 
depart  from  the  ufual  poltroonery  of  a  prieft,  or  the  hy- 
pocrify  of  a  capuchin  fiiar. 

Part  I.  L  Barbaroux, 
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Barbaroux, 

Whose  features  no  painter  would  difdaifl  to  copy 
for  the  head  of  an  Antinous,  aclive,  laborious,  ingenu-* 
ous,  and  brave,  with  the  fiery  fpirit  of  a  youthful  Mar^ 
feillois,  was  deftined  to  become  a  man  of  merit,  and  a 
citizen,  equally  ufeful  and  enlightened.  Enamoured  of 
independence,  proud  of  the  revolution,  rich  in  acquired 
talents,  capable  of  afliduous  attention,  habituated  to  ap- 
plication, and  thirfling  after  fame ;  he  is  one  of  thofe 
men,  whom  a.  great  politician  would  feek  to  attach  to 
himfelf,  and  who  was  made  to  flourilh  and  diftinguifh 
himfelf  in  a  happy  republic^  But  who  can  venture 
to  fay  to  what  a  degree  injuftice,  profcription,  and 
misforttme^  may  reprefs  the  generous  efforts  of  fuch 
a  mind,  and  how  far  it  may  tarniifh  its  good  qualities  ? 
Moderate  fuccefs  would  have  encouraged  Barbaroux  in 
his  career,  becaufe  he  is  fond  of  fame,  and  pofTefTes  every 
qualification  neceffary  to  procure  him  reputation:  but 
the  love  of  pleafure  is  at  hand  j  and  if  once  it  take  the 
place  of  glory,  in  confequence  of  difappointment  or  dif- 
guft.  It  will  debafe  an  excellent  temper,  and  turn  him 
afide  from  his  noble  deftination. 

During  Roland's  firft  adminiilration,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  feveral  leirters  from  Barbaroux,  addrefled 
rather  to  the  man  than  to  the  minifter,  and  intended  to 
enable  him  to  judge  of  the  means  it  would  be  proper  to 
employ,  in  order  to  keep  ardent  and  irritabk  minds,  like 
thofe  of  the  department  of  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone,  in 
the  paths  of  duty.  Roland,  a  ftridr  obferver  of  the  law, 
and  like  the  law  fevere  and  infiexible,  was  incapable  of 

Ipeaking 


(      147     ) 

fpeaking  more  than  one  language,  when  charged  with  its 
execution.  The  adminiftrators  had  gone  a  little  aftray : 
the  minifter  had  chidden  them  vvith  feverity  j  and  their 
minds  were  irritated.  It  was  then  that  Barbaroux  wrote 
to  Rolandj  to  vindicate  the  purity  of  his  countrymen's  in- 
tentions, excufe  their  errors,  and  to  make  Roland  under- 
ftand,  that  gentler  methods  would  bring  them  back  to 
fubordination  with  greater  fpeed  and  effect.  Thefe  let- 
ters were  didated  by  the  befl  intentions,  and  by  fuch 
confummate  prudence,  that  when  I  faw  their  author,  I 
was  aftonifhed  at  his  youth.  They  had  the  effefl  they 
could  not  fail  to  have  upon  an  equitable  man,  who 
fought  only  to  do  good :  Roland  laid  afide  a  little  of  his 
aufterity,  affumed  a  tone  rather  brotherly  than  mini- 
fterial,  brought  the  Marfeillois  back  to  their  duty,  and 
gave  Barbaroux  his  elleem. 

After  Roland  quitted  the  miniflry,  we  faw  him  more 
frequendy.  His  open  difpofition  and  ardent  patriotifm 
infpired  us  with  confidence.  It  was  then,  that,  reafoning 
on  the  bad  ftate  of  affairs,  and  on  the  danger  of  feeing 
defpotifm  revive  in  the  north,  we  formed  the  conditional 
project  of  a  republic  in  the  fouth. — *  That  will  be  our 
lad  flake,'  faid  Barbaroux  with  a  fmile :  '  but  the  Mar- 
feillois who  are  here  will  prevent  our  recurring  to  fuch  an 
expedient.' — From  that  fpeech,  and  fome  others  of  a  like 
tendency,  we  conjectured,  an  infurreftion  was  in  agi- 
tation; but  as  his  confidence  did  not  lead  him  to  be 
more  communicative,  we  afked  him  no  queflions  about 
the  matter.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  he  almoft 
entirely  difcondnued  his  vifits ;  telling  us,  the  laft  time 
he  called,  it  would  be  wrong  to  judge  of  his  fentiments  in 
regard  to  us   from   any  prefumption   furnifhed  by  his 
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abfence^  as  It  was  merely  meant  to  keep  us  oiit  of  har m% 
way.  After  the  tenth  of  Auguft  he  returned  to  Mar- 
fellles,  and  came  back  a  member  of  the  national  con- 
vention, where  he  did  his  duty  like  a  man  of  courage. 
Many  of  his  printed  fpeeches  difplay  excellent  argu- 
mentation, and  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  admini- 
ftrative  department  of  commerce :  that  on  the  fupply 
ofprovifionsj  excepting  the  work  of  Creuze- la-Touche, 
is  the  beft  thing  of  the  kind.  But  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  labmir  if  he  would  become  an  orator. 

The  lively  and  affedionate  Barbaroux  is  attached  to 
the  delicate  and  fufceptible  Biizot:  I  ufed  to  call  them 
Nyfus  and  Euryalus.  May  they  meet  with  a  better  fate 
than  thofe  two  friends !  Louvet,,  more  acute  than  Bar- 
baroux, more  gay  than  Buzot,  and  in  goodnefs  of  heart 
equal  to  either,  is  intimate  witth  bothj  but  more  parti- 
cularly with  the  latter,  who  ferves  as  a  link  to  connedl 
him  with  Barbaroux,  of  whom  Buzot's  natural  gravity 
makes  him  in  fome  fort  the  Mentor. 


Lou  VET, 

With  whom  I  became  acquainted  during  Roland's  i 
firft  adminiftration,  and  whofe  agreeable  fociety  I  jfhall 
ever  covet,  may  fometimes  chaoce,  like  Philopoemenj 
to  pay  forfeit  for  his  mean  appearance.  Little,  (lender,, 
lliort-fighted,  and  negligent  in  drefs,  he  feems  of  no 
confequence  to  the  vulgar,  who  remark  not  the  noble-' 
nefs  of  his  forehead,  nor  the  fire  which  animates  his  eyes  s 

and: 


(     149     ) 

snd  features  upon  the  utterance  of  an  important  trut!^, 
a  generous  fcntiment,  a  witty  faying,  or  a  refined  piece 
of  railkry.  His  pleafmg  novels,  where  the  graces  of 
imagination  are  combined  with  fluency  of  ftyle,  philofo- 
phical  remarks,  and  attic  fait,  are  known  to  all  men  of 
letters,  and  to  all  perfons  of  tafte.  Politics  are  indebted 
to  him  for  more  ferious  works,  the  matter  and  manner 
of  which  bear  witnefs  ahke  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  head 
and  of  his  heart.  He  has  Ihewn,  that  his  able  hand  can 
alternately  jingle  the  bells  of  folly,  hold  the  hirin  of 
hiftory,  and  launch  tlie  thunders  of  eloquence.  It  is 
impoffible  to  unite  more  wit  with  lefs  pretenfion  and 
greater  good-nature.  Bold  as  a  lion,  fimple  as  a  child, 
a  man  of  feeling,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  vigorous  writer; 
iie  can  make  CataHne  tremble  in  the  fenate,  dine  with  the 
graces,  and  fup  with  Bachaumont  *. 

His  Philippic,  or  Robefperridey  deferved  to  be  pro- 
fiounced  in  a  fenate  poflefTed  of  energy  to  do  juf- 
tice.  His  Con  [piracy  of  the  lotb  of  March  is  another 
piece  of  value  to  the  hiftory  of  the  times.  His  Sentinel 
is  a  pattern  for  that  kind  of  hills,  and  daily  inftrucTtions 
intended  for  a  [X)pulace,  whom  it  is  meant  to  inform  as 
to  fads,  without  ever  infiuencing  thera  unlefs  by  the 
force  of  r£afon,  moving  them  unlefs  for  the  good  of  all, 
or  infpiring  them  with  any  affeftions  but  fuch  as  do  ho.- 
tiour  to  human  nature,.  It  is  an  excellent  contraft  to 
thole  atrocious  and  difgufting  papers,  whofe  coarfe  flyle 
and  filthy  exprefTions  are  v/dl  fuited  to  the  fanguinary 

*  A  famous  French  wit,  who.  In  concert  \vith  la  Chapelie,  wrote 
a  celebrated  account,  in  profe  and  verfe,  of  an  excuriion  they  made 
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do^rlne  and  impure  falfehood  for  which  they  ferve  as  a 
common-fewer }  the  impudent  works  of  calumny,  of 
which  intrigue  pays  the  hire  to  impoflure,  in  order  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  public  morals,  and  by  means  of 
which  the  gentleft  people  in  Europe  has  had  its  difpofi- 
tion  perverted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  peaceable  Pa- 
rifians,  whofe  kindnefs  of  heart  was  proverbial,  are  be-! 
come  the  rivals  of  thofe  ferocious  pretorian  guards,  who 
fold  their  votes,  their  lives,  and  the  empire,  to  the  beft 
bidder.  Let  us  difmifs  ihefe  fad  images,  and  turn  our 
attention  to  the  Obfervations  on  St,  Juft's  Report  againji 
the  confined  Deputies^  by  a  Society  of  Girondines,  printed  at 
Caen  the  13th  of  July.  In  it  I  recognized  the  ftyle, 
the  acumen,  and  the  gaiety,  of  Louvet :  it  is  Reafon  in 
difliabille,  fporting  with  Ridicule,  without  laying  afide 
her  ftrength  or  dignity.  ^ 


LAZOWSKf, 

A  Polander  by  birth,  came  to  France  no  one  knows 
how,  deftitute  of  all  fortune  -,  but  being  rich  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  duke  of  Liancourt,  either  becaufe  related  to 
fome  perfon  in  his  fervice,  or  becaufe  connefted  with 
him  in  fome  other  way,  Lazowfki  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  infpeftor  of  manufa<5tures. 

It  was  one  of  thofe  very  inferior  offices  of  adminiftra- 
tion  which  conferred  no  authority  j  of  which  the  falary 
was  moderate^  and  the  duties  fuch  ias  to  require  nothing 
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but  honeily,  and  a  certain  fhare  of  merit ;  which  confe- 
quently  feemed  to  fuit  every  body,  or  for  which  every 
one  at  leaft  thought  himfelf  fit.  Thofe  places  were 
in  the  gift  of  the  king's  council,  on  the  prefenta^ 
tion  of  the  minister  of  the  finances,  and  were  fubor-^ 
dinate  to  the  fuperintendants  of  trade,  petty  magiflrates 
of  mighty  pretenfions,  who  gave  themfelves  great  airs 
of  importance ;  who  like  many  others  obtained  credit 
from    the  public  on   their  own  report}    and  who   in 

reality,  from  the  multitude  of  affairs  that  came  before 
them,  had  extenfive  connexions,  and  gave  audiences, 
at  which,  fometimes,  men  of  the  firft  rank  did  not  dif-r- 
dain  to  attend. 

Lively,  enterprifing,  and  paffing  himfelf  off  for  a  man 
of  underftanding,  Lazowflci  had  perfuaded  his  patron, 
that  it  was  not  fitting  for  fuch  a  man  to  remain  a 
fimple  infpeflor  of  manufactures.  It  is  true,  that,  in 
order  to  find  him  employment,  an  infpeflorfhip  had  been 
created  at  Soiffons,  where  there  was  fcarcely  any  manu- 
faflure  but  of  priefts,  and  fcarcely  any  objeds  of  infpec- 
tion  except  nuns ;  for  it  was  a  town  as  full  of  convents  as 
deficient  in  induftry,  and  deftitute  of  all  commerce  but 
that  of  the  abfoiute  neeeffaries  of  life.  Mr.  de  Liancourt, 
who  was  led  to  defire  the  promotion  of  his  dependant 
by  the  vanity  common  among  courtiers,  was  further 
impelled  by  the  native  excellence  of  his  heart.  Ke  was 
preffing  with  the  minifter,  and  ftill  more  fo  with  the  fu- 
perintendants  of  commerce  -,  for  the  fecondary  agents  are 
always  the  really  effedive  men.  Calonne  was  compt- 
roller-general :  he  had  an  inventive  mind,  and  was  ready 
at  taking  up  ingenious  ideas.  The  creation  of  a  travel- 
ling infpedorihjp  was  devifed.     That  was  |io  effort  of 
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genius,  fmce  fuch  a  place  had  already  exlfled,  and  its  in- 
utility had  been  acknowledged :  but  it  will  readily  be 
admitted,  that  the  fecond  creation  was  not  without  a  mo- 
tive, fince  it  afforded  the  means  of  obliging  a  man  of 
confequence,  while  the  number  ofplaces,  which  amounted 
to  four,  gave  the  operation  fomething  of  the  appearance 
of  an  affair  of  flate,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  advantage  of 
three  places  remaining  for  favour  and  intrigue.     They 
were  foon  filled.     Salaries  of  8000  livres  (333I.  6s.  8d.) 
a  year  were  given  them ;  a  refidence  in  Paris  for  four 
months  out  of  the  twelve  j  excurfions  through  the  provinces 
during  the  remaining  eight;  the  right  of  fucceeding  the 
infpedlors-general  on  their  deceafe,   and  permiffion  to 
folicit    gratifications    in    proportion    to    the   length   of 
their  journies  and  the  importance  of  their  fervices.     It  is 
true,  that  this  fapped  the  foundation  of  an  inilitution,  the 
fpirit  of  which  was  excellent.     It  deprived  the  infpeflors 
of  the  generalities  of  the  hope  of  arriving  at  the  infpeftor- 
generalfhip  by  merit  or  feniority  :  it  difcouragcd  them, 
by  fending  into  their  refpeclive  departments  men  for  the 
moft  part  ftrangers  to  the  bufmels :  and  it  deprived  the 
miniiler  of  the  poffibility  of  being  well-informed  of  the 
Hate  of  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce  i  and  in  fhort 
of  all  the  objefts  of  induftryi  of  which  it  was  natural  to 
expe6t  a  much  better  account  f-om  men  fettled  in  the 
feveral  generalities  for  that  purpofe,   than  from   thefe 
birds  of  paffage,  employed  in  running  over  them  all. 
But  the  views  of  the  old  government  did  not  extend  fo 
far :     and   who   knows    whether    the    individuals   who 
compofe  the  new,  are  of  a  more  capacious  mind,  or  more 
difinterefted  fpirit. 
This  happened  in  the  fpring  of  1 7  84,  when  I  was  brought 
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to  Paris  by  family  affairs.  I  heard  mention  made  of  a  change 
in  the  infpe6lions  ;  and  I  learnt,  that  the  infpeftorfhip  of 
Lyons,  given  up  by  the  ambitious  Briffon  for  a  travelling 
one,  was  conferred  upon  a  very  young  man.  I  refled:ed, 
that  Roland  was  alvv^ays  looking  forward  to  his  retire- 
ment, and  intended  to  afk  for  it,  as  foon  as  he  ILould 
finifli  his  labours  in  the  Encyclopedia,  that  he  mighc 
go  into  his  own  country,  forget  Paris,  and  the  mean- 
nelTes  to  which  a  man  muft  ftoop  for  the  prefer- 
ment that  was  refufed  to  merit.  I  thought  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  go  home  with  a  place,  than 
without  one ;  and  it  occurred  to  me,  to  foiicit  the  ex- 
change of  that  of  Amiens,  where  we  then  were,  for  that 
of  Lyons,  which  would  fix  him  in  his  own  country. 
This  trifling  favour  I  fuppofed  would  be  readily  granted 
to  an  old  fervant,  whofe  knowledge,  and  whofe  difpofi- 
tion  efpecially,  the  fuperintendants  of  commerce  dreaded 
enough  to  be  pleafed  with  his  removal.  The  commif- 
fions  were  already  made  out.  I  ftated  my  reafons  with 
all  the  advantage  a  woman  had  in  thofe  days  in  dealing 
with  people  who  piqued  themfelves  on  their  politencfs: 
on  the  other  hand  were  ftated  the  obje6lions,  which  I 
frankly  rated  at  their  due  value;  and  I  obtained  the 
place,  almoft  as  foon  as  my  hulband  was  informed  of 
the  requeft  I  had  thought  fit  to  make. 

In  the  public  offices  who  fhould  I  meet  with  but  La- 
zowiki,  then  a  fine  gentleman,  his  hair  well  powdered,  his 
clothes  well  put  on,  aue6ling  a  little  ftoop  in  his  (boulders, 
walking  upon  his  heels,  fporting  deep  ruffles,  giving 
himfelf,  in  ftiort,  thofe  iitde  airs  of  confequence,  which 
were  then  taken  for  claims  to  confideration  by  fools,  and 
laughed  at  by  men  of  fenie, 
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The  conflituent  afiembly,  by  overthrowing  the  no- 
bility and  rupprefllng  -  the  infpecfcorfhips,  deprived  La-' 
zowiki  at  once  of  his  place  and  of  his  patron.  Not 
daring  to  hope  for  a  penfion,  which  muft  have  been  re- 
duced to  nothing*,  confidering  the  fhort  time  he  had 
been  employed,  and  finding  himfelf  without  a  fhilling,  he 
became  a  patriot,  combed  the  powder  out  of  his  greafy 
locks,  made  fpeeches  at  one  of  the  lections,  and  turned 
fans-culotte  in  good  time,  fmce  he  was  really  in  danger 
/of  wanting  breeches. 

PolTelTed  of  vigour,  eonfiderable  remains  of  youth,  a 
thundering  voice,  and  an  excellent  turn  for  intrigue,  he 
foon  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  and  was  appointed  a  capitaine^ 
de  quartier  in  the  national  guard.  In  that  quality  he 
ferved  On  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  boafted  much  of  the 
dangers  of  the  day,  like  many  others  who  mixed  in  the 
tumult  to  reap  fome  profit,  and  afterward  flood  boldly 
forward  as  the  faviours  of  their  country.  But  his  ex- 
ploits date  from  the  id  of  September,  and  from  the  ac- 
tivity he  contrived  to  keep  up  in  the  feclion  of  Finiftere, 
to  which  he  belonged,  at  the  m.affacre  of  the  priefts  at 
St.  Firmin,  He  was  of  equal  utility  in  difpatching  the 
prifoners  from  Orleans. 

He  had  occafion  to  come,  as  deputy  of  his  fedlion,  to 
the  hotel  of  the  minifler  of  the  home  department,  where  I 
faw  him,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  obferve  his  aftonifhing 
jnetamorphofis.    The  pretty  gentleman,  with  his  affedled 

^  In  fe'tllng  the  amount  of  penfions  for  difcarded  placemen,  thp 
conRituenc  afTcmbly  eftabliil^ed  a  maximum  and  minimum,  with  inr 
termediate  degrees,  according  to  their  length  of  fervice ;  but  gave 
nothing  to  thofe  who  had  not  been  employed  a  certain  number  qf 
years.     Tranf, 
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fmiks,  had  afTumed  the  favage  afpeft  of  a  furious  pa- 
triot; the  purple  face  of  a  drunkard;  and  the  haggard 
eye  of  an  affaffin. 

Dear  to  the  jacobins,  who  well  knew  his  worth,  and 
meant  to  make  him  a  great  man,  he  was  fixed  upon  to 
direft  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth  of  March;  but  he  died 
fuddenly,  at  Vaugirard,  of  an  inflammatory  fever,  the 
fruit  of  debauchery,  brandy,  and  bad  hours. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  grief  of  the  whole  horde  at 
this  unexpefled  lofs ;  of  the  funeral  orarion  delivered  by 
the  high-prieft  Robefpierre,  his  affeding  lamentations, 
and  his  pompous  eulogium  of  the  great  man  unknowm 
of  the  fplendid  funeral  celebrated  by  the  venerable  com- 
mune, and  the  holy  focieties;  of  the  adoption  of  his 
child,  whom  papa  Pache  kifled  in  the  town- hall;  and, 
laftly,  of  Lazowfki's  interment  near  the  tree  of  liberty, 
in  the  fquare  of  the  Carrouzel,  where  his  humble  grave, 
covered  with  turf,  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ? 

Let  thofe  who  are  aftonilhed  at  his  pofthumous  Im- 
portance, recolleft,  that  it  emanated  from  the  focus  of 
the  jacobins,  when  they  were  become  as  formidable  to 
the  timid  Parifians  as  they  were  atrocious ;  at  the  time 
that  Marat  was  in  all  his  glory,  and  Danton  in  the  ple- 
nitude of  his  power. 

Affuredly  the  people  who  took  the  former  for  their 
prophet,  and  the  latter  for  their  lord,  might  well  honour 
Lazowlki  as  2.  faint  or  a  hero^  which  in  the  religion  of  the 
Beptembrizers  are  the  fame  thing. 
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Robert. 

*  What  have  you  done  to  Robert?'  faid  a  perfon 
to  rne  lately :  '  his  wife  and  he  revile  you  more  viru- 
lently than  any  of  your  enemies.' — *  I  have  feen  but 
little  of  them  j  I  have  done  them  fome  fervice  j  but  I 
liave  not  concurred  in  flattering  their  ambition,  as  you 
^e  about  to  hear/ 

When  I  was  fetting  off  from  Lyons  for  Paris,  in 
J791,  Champagneux  afked  me,  if  I  was  acquainted 
with  madame  Robert,  a  woman  of  wit,  an  author,  and 
a  patriot. — -Not  at  all.  I  have  heard  indeed  that  made- 
moifelle  Keralio,  Vv'hofe  father  is  a  literary  man,  was  latel/ 
married  to  M.  Robert,  and  that  between  them  they  com- 
pofe  the  Mer.cure  national^  of  which  I  have  feen   a  few 

numbers.     This  is  all  I  know  about  her.* *  Do  you 

wifh  to  fee  her  ?  If  you  do,  I  will  give  you  a  letter  to 
fieri  for  as  fellow  journalifts  we  correfpond.' — *A 
woman  of  wit,  an  author,  and  a  republican,  muft  be  well 
worth  feeing.     Give  me  a  letter.* 

I  arrived  at  Paris,  and  had  been  there  fix  weeks,  when 
cne  oi  our  friends,  happening  to  mendon  madam  Ro- 
bert, whom  he  had  occafion  to  vifit,  I  recolleded  that 
I  had  a  letter  for  her.  I  told  him  {q  :  he  offered  to 
accompany  me  to  the  houfe  :  and  thither  we  went. 

I  found  a  lively  little  woman  of  genteel  addrefs, 
and  high  fpirit,  who  gave  me  a  very  pleafing  reception : 
and  there  I  found  ^Ifo  her  clumfy  huiband  with  a  face 
as  broad  as  a  well-ftalled  prieft's,  beaming  health  and 
Celf-complacency,  and  with  cheeks  whofe  ruddy  tinge 

po 
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no  profound  cogitation  had  ever  impaired.  They  re- 
turned my  vifit;  and  there  I  fuftered  our  acquaintance 
to  reft.  The  17th  of  July,  on  my  return  from  the 
Jacobins,  where  I  had  been  witnefs  to  the  agitation  pro- 
duced by  the  mournful  events  of  the  Champ-de-Mars, 
whom  fhould  I  find  at  home,  at  eleven  at  night, 
but  M.  and  madam  Robert. — *  We  are  come,'  faid 
the  wife  to  me,  with  all  the  confidence  of  an  old  friend, 

*  to  aik  you  for  an  afylum.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  be 
often  in  your  company,  to  form  a  favourable  opinion 
of  your  patriotifm,  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart:: 
my  hufband  was  drawing  up  the  petition  on  the  na- 
tional altar,  and  I  was  by  his  fide :  we  have  efcaped 
the  Daughter,  and  dare  not  take  refuge  in  our  own 
houfe,  nor  in  that  of  any  known  friend,  where  fearch 
may  be  made  for  us.' — *  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,' 
replied  I,  '  for  having  thought  of  me  on  fo  lamentable, 
an  occafion,  and  am  proud  of  affording  a  fhelter  to 
the  perfecuted:  but  you  will  be  badly  concealed  here;' 
(I  was  then  at  the  Hotd  Brittanniquey  Rue  Guenegaud) 

*  this  houfe  is  much  frequented,  and  the  landlord  is  a 
great  partifan  of  Lafayette.' — '  It  is  only  for  to-night: 
to-morrow  we  will  think  of  a  retreat,' 

I  fent  to  inform  the  miftrefs  of  the  hotel,  that  a. 
kinfwoman  of  mine  having  arrived  at  Paris  at  the  very 
moment  of  tumult,  had  left  her  baggage  at  the  coachr 
office,  and  would  pafs  the  night  with  me ;  and  that  I 
therefore  requefted  her  to  make  up  a  couple  of  field-beds 
in  my  apartment.  They  were  accordingly  fpread  in  a 
parlour,  and  there  our  hufbands  lay,  while  madame  Robert 
flept  in  my  hufband's  bed,  by  the  fide  of  mine,  in  my  own 
room.  The  next  morning,  I  rofe  early,  and  haftened  to 
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write  lettersj  to  my  diftant  friends,  to  inform  them  of 
the  events  of  the  preceding  evening.  M.  and  madame 
Robert,  whom  I  fuppofed  to  be  very  adive,  and  as  jour- 
nalifls,  to  have  a  much  more  extenfive  correfpondence 
than  myfelf)  dreffed  themfelves  very  cooly,  fat  chatting, 
after  the  breakfaft  I  had  ordered  for  them,  and  placed 
themfelves  in  the  balcony  facing  the  ftreet.  They  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  call  up  a  perfon  of  their  acquaintance 
who  was  paffing. 

This  conduft  appeared  to  me  very  Inconfiftent  in 
people  who  were  hiding  themfelves.  The  perfon, 
whom  they  had  called  up,  entered  into  earnell  con- 
verfation  with  them,  concerning  the  events  of  the 
day  before ;  boafted  that  he  had  run  his  fword  through 
the  body  of  a  national  guard ;  and  talked  very  loudly, 
though  in  a  room  adjoining  to  a  large  anti-chamber 
common  to  my  apartment  and  to  another. 

I  called  madam  Robert. — '  I  received  you,  madam, 
with  that  interefl:,  which  juftice  and  compafTion  for  wor- 
thy people  in  danger  naturally  infpire  j  but  I  cannot  give 
an  afylum  to  all  your  acquaintance.  You  expofe  your- 
felf  by  converfing  as  you  do,  in  a  houfe  like  this, 
with  a  perfon  of  fo  little  difcretion.  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  members  of  the  affembly,  who  might  Hand 
a  chance  of  being  brought  into  trouble,  if  feen  to  en- 
ter this  hotel  while  it  contains  a  perfon  who  boafts  of 
having  yefterday  committed  a6ts  of  violence.  I  beg 
you  will  defire  him  to  withdraw.' — Madam  Robert 
called  her  hulband ;  I  repeated  my  obfervations,  in 
rather  a  higher  tone,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  me  that 
the  duller  perfonage  ftood  in  need  of  a  ftronger  im- 
preffion  5  and  the  man  was  difmifled.     I  learnt  that  his 

name 
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name  was  Vachard  j  that  he  was  prefident  of  a  fociety, 
called  the  indigent  club ;  and  much  praife  was  beftowed 
upon  his  excellent  qualities,  and  ardent  patriotifm.  I 
could  not  help  lamenting  inwardly  its  being  neceflary 
CO  fet  a  value  upon  the  patriodfni  of  a  perfon  who  had 
every  appearance  of  what  is  termed  a  wrong-headed 
man,  and  whofe  heart  I  fhould  not  have  imagined  to 
be  in  the  right  place.  I  have  fmce  been  informed  that 
he  was  one  of  the  hawkers  of  Marat's  paper,  that  he 
had  never  learnt  to  read,  and  that  he  is  now  an  admi- 
niftrator  of  the  department  of  Paris,  where  he  makes 
a  very  good  figure  among  his  fellows. 

It  was  noon  ;  and  M.  and  madam  Robert  talked  of 
going  home,  where  every  thing  muft  needs  be  in  con- 
fufion.  I  told  them,  that  fuch  being  the  cafe,  if  they 
would  take  a  dinner  with  me  before  they  went,  I  would 
order  it  at  an  early  hour.  They  replied,  they  would 
rather  return,  and  engaged  themfelves  accordingly  as 
tliey  were  going  out  of  the  room.  Before  three  o'clock 
they  made  their  appearance  again  in  full  drefs :  the 
wife  had  long  plumes  upon  her  head  and  plenty  of 
rouge  upon  her  cheeks:  the  huiband  had  put  on  a  fuit 
offlcy-blue  filk,  with  which  his  black  hair,  hanging 
down  his  (boulders  in  large  curls,  formed  a  fingular  con- 
traft :  a  long  toledo  by  his  fide,  added  every  thing  to  hi> 
drefs,  that  could  ferve  to  make  him  remarkable. — 
'Why,  my  god  !'  faid  I  to  myfeif:  *  are  thefe  people 
mad  ?'  and  I  liftened  to  their  difcourfe,  to  fadsfy  my- 
feif, that  their  brains  were  not  really  turned.  The  fat 
and  portly  Robert  ate  wonderfully  well;  and  his  wife 
pratded  to  her  heart's  content.  At  length  they  took 
leave,  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them,  or  fpeak  of  them  af- 
terwards to  any  body. 

6  On 
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On  our  return  to  Paris  the  following  winter,  Robert, 
meeting  Roland  at  the  Jacobins,  made  him  fome  civil 
reproaches,  or  polite  complaints,  on  account  of  our  hav- 
ing broken  off  all  intercourfe  with  them  j  and  his  wife 
came  feveral  times  to  call  upon  me,  inviting  me  in  the 
moll  prefiing  manner  to  go  to  her  houfe,  where  Ihe  re- 
ceived company  twice  a  week,  and  where  I  fhould  be 
fure  to  meet  with  meritorious  members  of  the  legiflature. 
I  went  once,  and  there  I  found  Antoine,  with  whofe  me- 
diocrity I  was  well  acquainted,  a  little  man,  v.ell  enough 
to  put  upon  a  toilette,  and  a  pretty  poetofter,  writing 
agreeably  upon  trifling  fubjefts,  but  deftirute  of  every 
thing  like  fpirit  or  confiilency.  There  I  found  alfo  fe- 
veral other  members,  fworn  patriots,  and  feveral  women 
di  ardeyit  civifm,  who  with  fome  honourable  members  of 
the  fraternal  fociety,  completed  a  circle  which  fuited  me 
little,  and  to  which  I  never  returned. 

A  few  months  afterwards  Roland  was  called  to 
tlie  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  Four-and-twenty 
hours  had  fcarcely  palled,  when  I  faw  madam 
Robert  walk  into  my  apartment. — *  So,  your  huf- 
band  is  in  place:  well,  as  patriots  ought  to  ferve 
one  another,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  mine.' — '  T 
fhould  be  very  happy,  madam,  to  render  you  any  fer- 
vice;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  be  in  my 
power :  M.  Roland,  however,  will  no  doubt  attend  to 
the  interefl  of  the  public  by  employing  perfons  of  capa- 
city. In  four  days  time,  madam  Robert  returned  to 
pay  me  a  morning  vifit;  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  ano- 
ther, always  infifling  upon  the  necefTity  of  giving  her 
hulband  an  appointment,  and  upon  his  being  endded  to 
one  by  virtue  of  his  patriotifm.     I  informed  madam 
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Robert,  that  the  minifter  of  the  home-department  had 
no  knid  of  places  in  his  gift,  except  thofe  in  his  own  of- 
fice, which  were  all  filled:  that,  notwithftanding  the 
advantages  which  might  accrue  from  changing  fome 
of  his  agents,  it  behoved  a  prudent  man  to  ftudy 
things  and  perfons,  previous  to  alterations,  left  the 
progrefs  of  the  public  bufinefs  lliould  be  impeded; 
and  that,  from  what  Ihe  had  faid  herfelf,  it  did 
not  feem  likely  her   hufoand   would  accept  a  clerk's 

place. '  Certainly   Robert    is   qualified   for    fome- 

thing  better.'  —  *  In  that  cafe,  the  minifter  of  the 
home-department  can  do  nothing  to  ferve  you.' — '  But 
he  can  fpeak  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  and  get 
fome  miffion  for  Robert.' — '  I  believe  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  ftriftnefs  of  M.  Roland's  principles  to  folicit  any 
thing,  or  to  interfere  in  the  departments  of  his  colleagues : 
but  as  you  probably  mean  nothing  more  than  the  bear- 
ing witnefs  to  your  huft^and's  civifm,  I  will  mention  it 
to  mine.' 

Madame  Robert  laid  clofe  fiege  to  Dumouriez  and 
BrifTot :  and  three  weeks  after,  returned  to  tell  me,  that 
the  former  had  given  her  a  promife,  which  fhe  begged 
me  to  remind  him  of,  whenever  he  might  chance  to 
come  in  my  way. 

In  the  CGurfe  of  that  week  he  came  to  dine  v/ith  me, 
Briflbt  and  feveral  other  perfons  being  prefent. — '  Have 
you  not  promifed  a  certain  very  prelTing  lady,'  faid 
I  to  Dumouriez,  '  to  give  her  huft^and  a  place  ? 
She  has  requefted  me  to  remind  you  of  it;  and 
fo  great  is  her  folicitude,  that  I  fhall  not  be  forry 
to  be  able  to  quiet  her  with  refpe6l  to  myfelf^  by 
telling  her,  that  I  have  done  what  Ihe  defired.'— -*  Is  it 
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not  Robert  you  mean  ?'  afked  BrKTot  Immediately. 
— *  It  is.* — '  Aye  1'  refumed  he,  addreffing  himfelf  to 
Dumouriezj  with  his  ufual  fimplicity :  *  you  ought  to 
give  that  man  an  appointment.  He  is  a  fincere  friend 
of  the  revolution,  a  ftrenuous  patriot,  and  not  very  eafy 
in  his  circumflances :  the  reign  of  liberty  ought  to  be 
beneficial  to  its  friends.' — *  What  ?'  faid  Dumouriez,  in- 
terrupting him,  with  great  good- humour  and  vivacity, 
*  are  you  fpeaking  of  that  litde  black-headed  man,  as 
broad  as  he  is  long  ?  I  have  no  inclination,  faith,  to 
difgrace  myfelf^    and  fhould  be  forry  to  fend  fuch  a 

blockhead  any  where.' '  But,'  replied  Briffot,  ^  in  the 

number  of  agents  you  have  occafion  to  employ,  all  do 
not  require  equal  capacity/ — ^  Pray,  are  you  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  Robert  ?'  faid  Dumiouriez. — '  I  am 
very  well  acquainted  with  Keralio,  his  wife's  father,  a 
man  of  infinite  refpedtabillty,  and  at  his  houfe  I  have  feen 
Robert.  I  know  he  is  accufed  of  a  few  follies ;  but  I 
believe  him  to  be  an  honeft  man,  pofieffed  of  an  excel- 
lent heart,  aduated  by  the  true  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
(landing  in  need  of  employment.' — ^  I  employ  no  fuch 
madmen.' — '  But  you  promifed  his  wife  ?' — '  Certainly: 
an  inferior  place,  with  a  falary  of  a  thoufand  crowns ; 
which  he  refufed.  Do  you  know  what  fne  aflcs  ?  the 
embafiy  to  Conftantinople.' — '  The  embafTy  to  Con- 
ftandnope!'  exclaimed  BrifTot,  with  a  laugh:  Mmpof- 
fible  r — *  It  is  fad,  however.' — ^  I  have  nothing  more, 
to  fay.' — *  Nor  I,'  added  Dumouriez :  *  except,  that 
I  will  order  that  hogfhead  to  be  roiled  Into  the  ftreet, 
the  next  time  he  comes,  and  iliut  my  door  in  his  wife's 
face.' 

Madame  Robert  returned  once  more  to  the  charge. 

I  wilhed 
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I  wifhed  much  to  get  rid  of  her  without  coming  to  a 
quarrel,  and  could  find  but  one  way  that  was  confident 
with  my  natural  franknefs.  As  ihe  complained  bitterly 
of  Dumouriez,  on  account  of  his  tardinefs,  I  told  her 
I  had  fpoken  to  him  j  and  that  I  thought  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  let  her  know  flie  had  enemies,  who  propagated 
ill  reports  concerning  her;  that  I  would  advife  her 
to  trace  them  to  their  fource,  and  deftroy  them^  in  order 
that  a  man  in  a  public  capacity  might  not  expofe  him- 
felf  to  the  detradion  of  the  malevolent,  by  employing 
a  perfon  who  was  the  objedt  of  unfavourable  prejudices  ; 
and  that  for  the  above  purpofe  nothing  v/as  wanting  but 
an  explanation,  which  I  exhorted  her  to  give.  Madame 
Robert  repaired  to  Briffot,  who  ingenuoufly  told  her, 
that  fhe  had  been  guilty  of  great  folly  in  aflcing  for  an 
embafly,  and  that  people  with  fuch  ill-founded  preten- 
fions  might  expect,  in  the  end,  to  get  nothing  at  all. 

We  faw  her  no  more :  but  her  hufoand  wrote  a  pam- 
phlet againft  Briffot,  to  denounce  him  as  a  diftributor  of 
places,  and  a  deceiver,  who  had  promifed  him  the  em- 
baffy  to  Conftantinople,  and  then  forfeited  his  word. 
He  entered  into  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  courted  an 
acquaintance  with  Danton,  fubmitted  to  be  his  clerk 
when  the  latter  became  minifter  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
was  pufhed  by  him  into  the  eledoral  body,  and  into  the 
deputation  from  Paris  to  the  convention,  paid  his  debts, 
lived  expenfively,  gave  entertainments  to  d'Orleans,  and 
a  thoufand  others,  is  now  rich,  calumniates  Rolandj  and 
flanders  his  wife.  All  this  is  eafiiy  conceivable:  he" fol- 
lows his  trade,  and  earns  his  falary. 
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Ckampfort  and  Carra. 

ChampforTj  a  man  of  letters,  living  in  the  fafhionabk 
world,  familiar  with  the  great  people  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, and  conneiled  Vv-ith  men  of  talents  who  have  made 
a  figure  in  the  revolution,  is-  acquainted  with  the  court 
and  the  city,  with  charaders  and  intrigues,  with  politics 
and  mankind,  ftill  better  than  with  the  age  in  which  he 
lives. 

Champfort  partook  of  that  extreme  confidence,  with 
which  I  have  always  reproached  the  philofophers  who 
have  a6led  a  part  in  the  new  order  of  things.     He  could 
not  believe  in   the   afcendancy  of  a  few  wrong-headed 
fellows,  nor  in  the  confufion  they  would  find  means  to 
create. — *  You  carry  things  to  an  extreme,*  he  would 
fay  to  me  fometimes :  ^  becaiife,  placed  in  the  centre  of 
movement,    you   fuppofe   its   fphere   of  aftion   cxten- 
five.     It  appears  to  you  to  be  violent;  and  you  there- 
fore confider  it  as  formidable.     Thefe  fellows  will  ruin 
themfelves  by  their  own  intemperance :  they  will  never 
be  able  to  extinguiih  the  light  of  eighteen  centuries.'— 
^heje  fellows  rule  however ;  and  Champfort  is  now  a 
prifoner,  with  ail  thofe  v;ho  will  not  idolize  their  power. 
•    A  great  ftock  of  wit,  a  tolerable  portion  of  morality, 
the  graces  of  good  breeding,  the  acquirements  of  litera- 
ture, and  the  philofophy  of  a  found  and  cultivated  un- 
derftanding,  rendered  Champfort's  converfation  equally 
folid  and  entertaining.     At  firll  I  thought  he  talked  too 
much  ;  and  I  accufed  him  of  that  exuberance  of  fpeech, 
and  that  fort  of  preponderance,  Vv^hich  our  men  of  letters 
very  commonly  aflume,     I  liked  him  better  in  a  feled 
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fociety  of  five  or  fix  peiTons,  than  in  a  mixed  company 
of  fifteen  or  twenty,   of  which  I  had  to  do  the  honours. 
But  after  ail,  I  could  not  help  forgiving  him  for  fpeaking 
more  than  any  body  cKey  becaufe  he  afforded  me  more 
amufemient:    he  abounds  in  thofe  happy  fallies,   which 
produce  the  rare  effcft  of  making  you  laugh  and  think 
at  the  farae  time. — ^  Do  you  believe  Champfort  to  be  a 
thoroughly   fincere   patriot  ?'    faid,   one  day,   a  man  of 
more  than  Spartan  aufterity. — *  Let  us  not  mifunderlland 
one  another/  replied  I.     *  Champfort's  viev/s  are  good, 
and  his  judgmjcnt  excellent :  he  has  a  found  underftand- 
ing,  and  io  never  wrong  as  to  principles :  he  acknow- 
ledges and  reveres  thofe  of  public  freedom,  and  human 
happinefs,  nor  will  he  betray  them.     But  would  he   fa- 
crifice  to  them  his  peace,  his  enjoyments,  and  his  life  ? 
That,  indeed,  is  quite  a  different  queftionj  on  which,  I 
believe,  he  would  take  time  to  deliberate.' — *  It  is  plain 
then  that  he  is  not  a  virtuous  man.' — ^^  Why  he  is  vir- 
tuous, as  Ninna  was  chafie :  and  amidft  the  corruption 
which  preys  on  our  vitals,  it  would  be  lucky  for  us  if 
we  had  many  fuch  virtuous  men.' — Our  hypocrites  and 
enthufiafts   could  never  be   brought  to  underfcand  that 
men  fhould  be  employed  according  to  the  compound 
ratio  of  their  talents  and  civifm^  fo  that  they  fhould  be 
interefled  in  employing  the  former  to  the  advantage  of 
the  latter.     I  have  feen  Servan  in  a  rage  on  finding  ex- 
cellent engineers,  whom  he   had  employed  in  the  camp 
near  Paris,  difmifTed,  under  pretence  of  their  not  being 
ardent  republicans,   while  flurdy  patriots,  fo  completely 
ignorant   as  not  to  know  how    to   draw  a  line,    were 
put  in  their  place. — ^  I  would  not  fend  for  them,'  faid 
he  very  juflly,  '  to  give  their  opinions  on  a  form  of  go- 
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vernment :  but  I  am  convinced  they  will  ferve  him  well 
who  knows  how  to  employ  them.  W^  are  in  v/ant  of 
.  redouhtSj  and  not  of  motions.'' — That  was  being  too  ra- 
tional: it  was  talking  \\kQt\it  fa^ion  of  ftatefmen;  and 
thus  it  was,  men  of  intelled  acquired  the  title  of  con- 
Jpirafors, 

When  Roland  was  recalled  to  the  miniflry  on  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  it  was  neceffary  to  change  the  direftor  of  the 
national  library.  That  place  was  held  by  one  d'OrmeJfon^ 
whofe  name  gave  umbrage  to  the  new  government,  and 
■whofe  mediocrity  left  no  room  for  regret.  The  minifler 
of  the  home  department  thought  of  dividing  the  duties  of 
librarian  between  two  perfonsj  of  reducing  the  falary 
from  twelve  thoufand  livres  [;C-5oo]  2,  year  to  eight 
[333I.  6s.  8d.] ;  and  of  making  it  a  rule  to  have  the 
library  open  every  dayj  fo  that  the  public  would  be 
a  gainer,  on  the  fcore  of  inflrudlionj  the  nation,  on 
that  of  oeconomy ;  and  the  government,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  two  ufeful  men.  In  the  choice  of  perfons,  he 
fixed  on  Champfort,  who,  as  a  man  of  letters  and  a  phi- 
lofopher,  had  openly  declared  for  the  revolution  ;  and  on 
Carra,  already  employed  in  the  library,  whofe  extreme 
^eal,  if  not  his  talents,  feemed  to  entitle  him  to  that  re- 
ward. He  had  never  feen  either  of  them,  and  was 
fletermined  folely  by  thofe  confiderations,  to  which  was 
fuperadded,  the  necefiity  of  making  a  choice  agreeable 
to  the  public,  I  received  the  vifits  of  both  of  them,  in 
confequence  of  their  appointment,  and  their  necellary 
intercourie  with  the  rainifter  of  the  home  department  j 
and  I  Ihoirld  have  continued  to  fee  Champfort  with  plea- 
fure,  if  circumftances  had  nqt  kept  us  at  a  diftance  froni 
f §ch  othef. 
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Carra,  when  he  became  a  deputy,  appeared  to  me  a 
very  good  kind  of  man,  with  a  very  indifferent  head. 
It  is  impoffible  to  be  more  enthuHafl ic  in  favour  of  the 
revolution,  liberty,  and  a  commonwealth ;  or  a  worfe 
judge  of  men  and  things.  Giving  way  entirely  to  his 
imagination  5  making  his  calculations  accordingly,  inftead 
of  grounding  them  upon  fadtsj  arranging  in  his  mind  the 
interefis  of  foreign  powers  in  the  way  that  bed  fuited  our 
fuccefs ;  and  feeing  every  thing  in  the  mod  flattering  point 
of  view,  he  talked  of  his  country's  happinefs,  and  the 
emancipation  of  all  Europe,  with  inexpreffible  compla- 
cency. It  cannot  be  denied,  that  he  contributed  greatly 
to  our  political  commotions,  and  to  the  infurredions  of 
which  the  object  was  the  overthrow  of  tyranny.  His 
Annals  fucceeded  wonderfully  with  the  populace,  by 
means  of  a  certain  prophetic  ftyle,  which  always  has 
weight  with  the  vulgar.  When  we  behold  fuch  a  man 
brought  to  trial,  as  a  traitor  to  the  republic,  we  are 
tempted  to  aflc,  v/hether  Robefpierre  be  not  doing  the 
work  of  Auftria.  But  it  is  evident,  that  he  is  labouring 
for  himfelf  i  and  that,  in  his  infatiate  ambition  to  pais 
for  the  fole  deliverer  of  France,  he  would  wifh  to  an- 
nihilate all  thofe  who  have  gained  any  thing  like  fame 
or  reputation  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 


DORAT-CUBIERES 


Is  a  name  I  had  fo  often  fecn  in  the  Almanac  of  the 
Mujesj  and  other  compilations  of  equal  importance,  that 

M  4  I  coul4 
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1  could  not  help  laughing,  when  I  found  k  conneded 
with  the  title  of  fecretary-regiiler  of  the  municipality.  It 
feemed  an  abfurdity ;  and  fo  indeed  it  was.  Cubieres, 
faithful  to  that  double  charadler  of  infolence  and  bafenefs, 
which  his  forbidding  countenance  w^ears  in  a  fupreme 
degree,  preaches  fans-culotifm  as  he  hailed  the  graces, 
writes  verfes  upon  Marat  as  he  did  upon  Iris,  and  fan- 
guinary,  as  he  v/as  before  apparently  amorous,  without 
feeling  any  impulfe  of  the  palFions,  he  proftrates  himfelf 
humbly  before  the  idol  of  the  day,  be  it  Venus  or  be  it 
Tantalus.  Provided  he  creep  through  Wfc,  and  get  bread, 
what  can  it  fignify  how ;  yefterday  it  was  by  writing 
**  a  fonnet  to  his  miflrefs's  eye-brow,'*  to-day  it  is  by 
copying  a  report,  or  figning  an  order  of  police. 

Getting,  fomehow  or  other,  admiiiion  into  my  houfc, 
when  my  hufband  was  miniiler,  I  knew  him  only  as  a 
wit,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  fhiwing  him  fome  little 
civility.  He  dined  with  me  twice  :  the  firft  time  I 
thought  him  odd ;  the  fecond,  infupportable :  an  infipid 
fycophant,  a  fulfome  flatterer,  ftupidly  conceited,  and 
meanly  polite  j  he  is  more  at  variance  with  good  fenle 
and  reafon  than  any  other  being  I  ever  faw.  I  foon  felt 
the  neceffity  of  giving  to  my  open  manner  that  air  of 
folemnity  which  lets  a  perfon,  of  v/hom  we  wilh  to  get 
rid,  know  what  he  has  to  do.  Cubieres  took  the  hint; 
but  fome  time  after  he  wrote  to  me  notwichflapding,  to 
beg  permiffion  to  introduce  a  prince,  who  was  defirous 
of  being  admitted  to  my  acquaintance.  He  dwelt  on 
the  title  of  prince  in  a  manner  truly  laughable;  and 
added  the  molt  difgufting  praifes  of  my  perfon.  I  an- 
fwered  as  I  ufually  do  Vv^hen  I  wifii  to  call  people  to 
order  without  putting  them  in  a  paiTionj  and  to  make  a 

jell 
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jefl  of  them  without  giving  them  a  right  to  complain. 
As  to  the  prince,  and  his  introduftion,  1  contented  myfelf 
with  obferving,  that,  in  the  retired  life  I  led,  a  ftranger 
to  every  thing  that  might  be  termed  a  circle,  and  avoid- 
ing company  as  much  as  poffible,  I  made  it  a  rule  to 
receive  only  fuch  perfons  as  bufinefs,  or  long  habits  of 
friendlhip,  made  my  hulband  wifli  to  fee  now  and  then  at 
his  table.  Cubieres  fent  me  in  return  excufes  as  tedious 
as  his  eulogium,  and  requeued  a  fmgle  moment  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  at  my  feet.  I  made  him  no  anfwer,  nor 
did  I  ever  throv/  away  a  thought  upon  him,  till  the  day 
I  was  apprehended,  when  I  perceived  his  fignature  to 
the  order  of  the  commune ;  for  there  were  tv/o :  one 
from  the  committee  of  infurreftion  of  the  jiil  of 
May,  the  other  from  the  commune.  Both  were  fhewn 
to  me,  left  I  Ihould  objedl  to  that  of  the  committee: 
and  yet  the  latter  was  the  only  one  exhibited  by  my 
guards  to  the  keeper  of  the  Abbey,  whither  I  was  con- 
veyed. 

The  requeft  of  Cubieres  had  led  me  to  fufpeft  fome 
hidden  views  of  intereft,  and  I  diverted  my  hufband  at 
the  time  by  a  recital  of  what  had  paffed.  I  learned  after- 
wards, that  the  prince  of  Salm-Kirbourg,  the  perfon  in 
queftion,  was  then  importuning  the  minifters,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  the  council  an  indemnification  of  fomc 
fort  or  other  for  his  pofTeffions  in  Alface.  Hence  I  con- 
cluded that  I  had  guelTed  aright,  and  that  the  defire  of 
feeing  me  had  arifen  folely  from  an  idea  that  the  new 
fyftem  might  refemble  the  old,  when  women  were  pre- 
vailed  upon  to  afk  favours  of  their  hufbands,  I  gave 
myfelf  credit  for  m.y  condud,  and  found  in  this  anecdote 
^  freih  trait  of  the  charader  of  Cubieres.     It  would  be 

fcrving 
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ferving  him  properly  to  publifli  his  fervile  letters,  as 
contrails  to  his  afFedlation  of  franknefs  and  a  love  of  li- 
berty. I  fhould  have  polTefled  curious  pieces  of  that 
fort,  if  I  had  preferved  all  the  trafh  I  have  received. 
How  many  relations  and  admirers,  of  whom  I  had  never 
heard  before,  fprang  up  all  at  once,  when  1  became  the 
wife  of  a  minifter  !^ — As  I  admitted  no  company,  they 
"wrote  to  me  j  and  I  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  read  their 
letters ;  which  I  anfwered  briefly  and  politely,  but  with 
great  franknefs,  in  order  to  leave  them  no  room  to  fup- 
pofe  that  I  either  could  or  would  interfere  in  any  thing, 
and  to  convince  them  of  the  perfe6t  inutility  of  paying 
me  compliments,  or  calling  themfelves  my  relations. 

The  mofl  curious  circumftance  is,  that  fome  of  thefe 
people  were  angry,  and  made  me  very  ungracious  re- 
plies. I  remember  one  M.  David,  who  had  planned 
fome  eflablilhment,  in  favour  of  which  he  folicited  my  in- 
tereft.  It  availed  me  nothing  to  anfwer,  that  he  would 
accomplifh  his  purpofe  by  applying  direftly  to  the  mi- 
niilerj  that  my  interference  could  be  of  no  ufe;  and  that 
I  never  employed  it,  as  it  would  be  fetting  myfelf  up  for 
a  judge  of  matters  quite  out  of  my  way ;  he  confidered 
my  principles  as  abominable,  and  wrote  to  me  in  a  very 
angry  ftile. 

Thus  in  private  was  I  perfecuted  for  my  perfeverancc 
in  confining  myfelf  to  my  own  fphercj  and  in  public  I  was 
afiailed  by  envy,  as  if  I  had  been  governing  the  date. 
And  yet  people  think  it  very  pleafing  and  defirable  to  fill 
places  of  eminence  !  No  doubt  the  wife  of  a  good  man 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  public,  who  is  proud  o£ 
his  virtues,  and  feels  herfelf  capable  of  fupporting  his 
courage,  has  her  gratifications,  and  derives  enjoyment 

from 
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from  his  glory;  but  thefe  pleafures  are  not  obtained 
gratiiitoiifly,  and  few  are  the  people  who  could  pay  the 
price  they  coil,  without  regretting  the  purchafe. 


ANECDOTES. 

When  I  was  brought  to  the  Abbey,  the  family  of 
Defilles  was  ftill  there ;  but  was  foon  after  removed  to 
the  Conciergerie,  whence  feveral  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  confpiracy  in  Brittany  were  conduded  to 
the  fcafFold.  Angelica  Defilles,  the  wife  of  Roland  de 
ja  Fouchais,  the  fimilarity  of  whofe  name  to  mine  led  one 
of  my  friends  into  fome  curious  blunders  in  an  attempt 
to  carry  me  off,  was  one  of  the  vidims.  Her  fifters 
were  acquitted,  and  ought  confequently  to  have  enjoy- 
ed their  liberty ;  but,  as  a  meafure  of  general  fafety, 
they  were  again  taken  into  cuftody,  and  conveyed  to 
St.  Pelagic.  I  found  them  there,  and  converfed  with 
them  feveral  times.  They  were  young,  amiable,  and 
polite  women,  the  elder  of  whom,  a  widow  of  twenty- 
feven,  was  neither  deftitute  of  perfonal  charms  nor  energy 
of  mind ;  the  younger  was  in  a  very  precarious  ftate  of 
health.  At  firfl,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  they  appeared 
likely  to  fink  under  it :  but  being  both  mothers  of  help-^ 
lefs  children,  to  whom  their  exiftence  was  neceflary,  they 
called  up  all  their  courage. ' 

They  mendone'd  to  me  repeatedly  the  bafe  treachery 
pf  Cheftel^  a  man  of  wit^  well  known  at  Paris,  where  he 

pmaifes 
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pradlfes  phyfic,  a  Breton  by  birth,  who  had  infinu- 
ated  himfeif  into  the  mofl  intimate  confidence  of  their 
father,  v/as  acquainted  with  his  wifhes,  and  appeared  to 
favour  his  fchemesi  but,  connected  at  the  fame  time 
with  Danton,  he  received  through  his  means  a  ccmmif- 
Hon  from  the  executive  power,  repaired  to  Brittany,  co 
pay  court  to  his  friend,  took  up  his  abode  at  his  country 
houfe,  received  entertainments  from  his  relations,  encou- 
raged his  defigns,  and  gave  them  freih  adiviry  by  his 
afiiftance.  At  the  moment  that  appeared  mofc  conve- 
nient, he  fecretly  informed  againii  him,  and  lent  for 
perfons  who  were  in  waiting  to  take  him  into  cuuody. 

Defilles  efcaped.  But  all  his  family  were  appre- 
hended j  his  effeds  were  fealed  up,  and  a  ftridl  iearch 
was  made  in  all  the  places  which  might  ferve  to  conceal 
his  correfpondence,  and  which  Cheftel  had  pointed  out. 
The  young  women,  who  flill  thought  him  a  friend  to  the 
family,  begged  his  advice,  and  implicitly  followed  his 
dire(5lions.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  with  a  purfe  of 
two  hundred  louis  intended  for  their  father,  they  put  it 
into  his  hands,  ordered  the  beft  horfe  in  the  ftable  to  be 
faddied,  and  prelTed  Cheftel  to  make  his  efcape.  He 
made  a  Ihew  of  being  determined  to  fhare  their  fate  j 
accompanied  them  accordingly,  but  not  asaprifoner; 
and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  comm.ander  of  the 
armed  force,  that  had  charge  of  the  prifoners,  to  bring 
them  by  day  into  the  great  towns.  *  Surely  you  are  not 
in  earneft,'  faid  the  officer  j  *  it  would  endanger  their 
lives.' 

They  arrived  at  Paris.    The  trial  commenced.     The 

name  of  Cheftel  was  erafed  from  the  correfpondence, 

becaufe  he  had  difclofed  the  ploti  and  the  poor  viflims 

7  then 
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then  difcovercd  the  ferpent  they  had  fofrered  in  their 
bofom.  Tried,  acquitted,  detained  notwithftanding,  and 
defticLite  of  money,  the  two  young  women  recolieded 
the  purfe  of  gold.  They  confided  the  circumftance  to 
a  man  of  courage  and  probity,  who  went  to  Cheftel,  and 
demanded  the  two  hundred  louis.  Cheftel,  taken  by 
furprife,  at  firft  denied  the  fa6l ;  but,  terrified  at  the 
firmnefs  of  the  demander,  who  threatened  to  expofe  him 
to  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  he  ftammered  out  a  confef- 
fion  of  the  receipt  of  half  that  fum,  and  repaid  it  in  af- 
fignats,  but  not  till  after  repeated  interviews. 

Cheftel,  formerly  phyfician  to  madam  Elizabeth*, 
affiduous  in  purfuit  of  fortune,  had  in  like  manner  gained 
the  confidence  of  a  wealthy  individual,  whofe  name  I 
believe  to  be  Paganel,  or  fomething  like  it,  and  who, 
among  other  poffeffions,  has  immenfe  eftates  in  Limoufin. 
Paganel,  defirous  of  emigrating,  to  fhelter  himfelf  from 
the  ftorms  of  the  revolution,  made  a  fiditious  fale  of  his 
property  to  Cheftel.  He  fet  off,  and  depended  upon 
the  income,  which  was  to  be  remitted  to  him  by  his 
faithfulfriend ;  but  Cheftel  kept  it  for  himfelf,  and  enjoys 
with  Danton  the  pleafures  of  an  ■  opulence,  which  both 
have  acquired  by  fimilar  means. 

At  length  repeated  folicitations,  affifted,  perhaps,  by 
more  prevailing  arguments,  procured  the  two  fillers  their 
liberty.  I  faw  them  depart;  but  I  did  not  know  their 
fecret  on  that  head.  I  have  juft  feen  Cadellanc,  how- 
ever, purchafe  his  enlargement,  at  the  price  of  thirty 
thoufand  livres  [^-i^^oIj  paid  to  Chabot.  Dillon  got 
out  of  the  Magdelonettes  in  the  fame  manner.     Both 

•  The  king's  filler.     Tra^/. 
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were  Involved  in  the  charge  of  a  counter-revolutionary 
plot.  This  very  moment,  Auguft  22,  I  have  before  my 
eyes  a  certain  Mademoifelle  B riant,  a  kept  girl,  who 
lives  at  N""  207,  Goitre  Saint-Benoity  and  whofe  keeper 
is  a  forger  of  affignats.  Having  been  informed  againfl:, 
apparent  endeavours  were  made  to  apprehend  him  ;  but 
a  fhower  of  gold  poured  into  the  hands  of  the  admini- 
ftrators.  The  man  who  fends  out  the  armed  force  em- 
ployed to  feek  and  take  him  into  cuftody,  knows  where 
he  is  concealed  5  his  miflrefs  is  apprehended  for  form  s 
fake ;  the  adminiftrators,  who  appear  to  come  in  order  to 
examine  her,  bring  her  accounts  of  her  keeper  j  and  very 
foon  they  will  both  enjoy  their  liberty,  fince  they  have 
wherewithal  to  pay  for  it. 

Fouqier-Tainville,  public  accufer  to  the  revolutionary 
tribunal,  notorious  for  his  diffolute  life  and  impudence  in 
drawing  up  articles  of  impeachment  without  caufe,  is  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  money  from  the  perfons  accufcd. 
Madam  Rochechouart  paid  him  eighty  thoufand  livres 
\£'3333]  ^^^  Mony  the  emigrant.  Fouqier-Tainville 
pocketed  the  fum;  Mony  was  executed]  and  madam 
Rochechouart  was  given  to  underftand  that,  if  fhe  faid  a 
word  about  the  matter,  Ihe  would  be  inflantly  immured, 
never  more  to  behold  the  face  of  day.  Is  it  poflible  ? 
the  reader  will  exclaim. — Well !  hear  more.  In  the 
hands  of  a  late  prefident  of  the  department  of  the  Eure 
two  letters  exift,  from  Lacroix  the  deputy,  formerly 
judge-fifcal  of  Anet.  One  contains  an  engagement  for 
five  hundred  thoufand  livres  [;£.2o833]j  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchafe  of  national  domains :  the  other  is  to  with- 
draw the  engagement,  and  ftop  the  purchafe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  decree  which  obliges  members  of  the  con- 
vention 
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vention  to  account  for  any  increafe  of  their  fortune  fince  the 
revolution.  But  this  decree  has  been  laid  afleep  fince  the 
troublefome  twenty-two  were  expelled;  and  Lacroix 
poffefTes  eftates  as  well  as  Danton,  after  having  pillaged 
in  the  fame  manner. 

A  Dutchman  went  lately  to  the  commune  of  Paris, 
for  a  paiTport  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  own  coun- 
try. It  was  refufed.  The  Dutchman  made  no  com- 
plaint ;  but,  feeing  which  way  the  wind  blew,  took  out 
his  pocket-book,  and  laid  an  affignat  of  a  hundred  crowns 
upon  the  defk.  The  language  was  well  underftood,  and 
he  received  his  pafTport. 

Here  Marat  will  be  quoted  to  me,  in  whofe  houfe,  at 
his  deceafe,  according  to  the  public  papers,  no  more  than 
a  fingle  aflignat  of  twenty-five  fols  [is.  od.t]  was  found. 
What  edifying  poverty  !  Let  us,  however,  caft  an  eye 
upon  his  lodgings :  it  is  a  lady,  who  is  going  to  defcribe 
them.  Her  hulband,  a  member  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal,  is  confined  in  the  prifon  of  la  Force,  for  differ- 
ing in  opinion  from  the  ruhng powers;  and  fhe  has  been 
Tent  to  St.  Pelagic,  as  a  meafure  of  fafety,  it  is  faid ;  but 
probably  becaufe  the  atlive  folicitations  of  this  little  wo- 
man from  the  fouth  were  dreaded.  She  is  a  native  of 
Touloufe,  and  pofieffes  all  the  vivacity  of  the  ardent  cli- 
mate under  which  fhe  firft  drew  breath.  Being  ftrongly 
attached  to  a  handfome  coufin,  fhe  v/as  rendered  quite 
difconfolate  by  his  apprehenfion,  which  took  place  a  few 
months  ago.  She  had  given  herfelf  much  pains  to  no 
purpofe,  and  knew  not  to  whom  to  apply,  when  fhe  thought 
of  trying  the  effedt  of  a  vifit  to  Marat.  She  afked  to 
fpeak  with  him,  and  was  told  he  was  not  at  home: 
but  he  heard  a  female  voice,  and  came  out  of  his  own 
4  accord. 
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accord.  He  had  boots  on,  without  (lockings,  an  old  pair 
of  leather  breeches,  and  a  white  filk  waiftcoat.  His  dirty 
fhirt,  open  at  the  bofom,  exhibited  his  fliin  of  yellow 
hue ;  while  his  long  and  dirty  nails  difplayed  themfelves 
at  his  fingers  ends,  and  his  horrid  face  accorded  perfectly 
with  his  fordid  drefs.  He  took  the  lady  by  the  hand ; 
led  her  into  a  parlour  newly  fitted  up,  furniflied  with 
blue  and  white  damafk,  and  decorated  with  fiik  curtains 
elegantly  drawn  up  in  fefloons,  with  a  fplendid  chande- 
lier, and  with  handfome  porcelain  jars  filled  with  natural 
flowers,  then  fcarce,  and  of  high  price ;  fat  down  by  her 
fide  on  a  voluptuous  fopha^  liftened  to  her  tale;  ex- 
prefTed  his  concern;  kifled  her  hand;  fqueezed  her 
knees  a  little;  and  promifed  her,  that  her  coufin  fhould 
be  enlarged. — '  I  would  have  let  him  go  any  length  he 
liked,'  faid  the  little  woman,  gaily,  in  her  fouthern  ac- 
cent, '  upon  condition  of  his  refloring  me  my  coufin — I 
Ihould  only  have  been  obliged  to  bathe  myfelf  after- 
wards.* That  very  evening  Marat  went  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  her  coufin  left  the  Abbey  on  the  following 
day.  But  ere  four  and  twenty  hours  had  pafTed,  the 
friend  of  the  people  wrote  to  the  hulband,  fending  him  a 
perfon  who  flood  in  need  of  a  certain  favour,  which  it 
would  not  have  been  fafe  to  refufe. 

M.  Dumas,  a  natural  philofopher  by  profeflion,  or 
rather  a  pedant  by  trade,  waited  upon  the  famous 
committee  of  public  fafety,  fom.e  time  so  the  month  of 
June,  in  order  to  make  fome  very  important  propofals. 
He  offered  to  reconnoitre  the  army  of  the  rebels  in  la 
Vendee,  and  to  give  an  exaft  account  of  its  fituation  and 
numbers ;  circumilances  concerning  which  we  have  re- 
mained in  the  utmofl  ignorance,  even  fince  the  com- 
mencement 
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mencement  of  the  war.  M.  Dumas  undertook  to  infpetfl: 
the  whole  mod  accurately,  by  taking  a  bird's  eye  view 
of  it  from  a  balloon. — ^  Why,  indeed,  it  is  an  ingenious 
thought,*  faid  Tome  of  the  profound  polidcians  of  the 
committee. — *  Yes,'  replied  cidzen  Dumas  :  *  and  it 
may  be  put  into  immediate  execution.  I  know  of  a 
balloon,  which  is  lying,  with  all  its  appendages,  in  the 
hotel  of  an  emigrant ;  fo  that  the  nation  need  not  be  at  the 
expence  of  the  purchafe.' — Bravo  !  He  then  proceeded  to 
give  the  necelTary  information,  which  was  received  with 
tranfport,  and  officially  forwarded  to  the  minifter  of  the 
home  department,  that  he  might  fend  for  the  balloon 
without  delay.  The  minifter's  people  took  the  field, 
and  made  a  forced  march  to  the  emigrant's  hotel.  It 
was  an  inn,  and  the  apartment  he  had  occupied  one  little 
room,  where  not  a  rag  remained.  A  report  was  made 
in  confequence  j  the  committee  was  diftreffed  beyond 
meafurci  Dumas  was  clamorous;  and  a  frefh  injunftion 
was  laid  upon  the  minifter,  requiring  him  to  make  ftri6ler 
fearch  after  the  balloon.  On  this  the  minifter  held  a 
confultation  with  his  principal  clerk,  and  decifive  mea- 
fures  were  refolved  upon.  A  letter  was  written  to  the 
department ;  the  department  turned  the  bufinefs  over  to 
the  miUnicipality  J  and  the  municipality  referred  it  to 
the  adminiftrators  of  police.  Here  the  matter  ended 
with  the  public  fundlionaries  -,  and  I  laughed  heardly  at 
the  Abbey  with  Champagneux,  who  wrote  the  minifte- 
rial  letter,  at  the  charlatanry  of  the  brazen-faced  Dumas, 
the  ftupidity  of  the  committee,  the  complaifance  of  the 
minifter,  and  the  whole  of  this  long  litany  of  follies  j  but 
I  met  with  the  fequel  of  the  ftory  at  St.  Pelagie. 

Citizen  Juherti  one  of  the  adminiftrators  of  the  police, 

.N  and 
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and  one  alfo  ofthofe  who  figned  the  contradi£lory  orders 
for  apprehending  and  fetting  me  at  liberty,  a  true  feftion 
orator,  of  great  corpulence,  thundering  voice,  awkward 
gait,  and  forbidding  countenance,  found  out  a  certain 
mademoifelle  Lallement,  a  fine  tall  girl  of  fifteen,  kept 
by  St.  Croixj  an  emigrant  officer,  who  was  a  dependent, 
if  I  recollefl  aright,  of  Philip  d'Orleans.  She  was  taken 
up,  and  fent  to  St.  Pelagic,  and  in  her  apartment  were 
found  .the  cover  of  a  balloon,  the  net,  and  every  thing 
elfe  belonging  to  it.  This  v/as  the  very  prize  defcribed 
by  Dumas;  but  the  committee  had  forgotten  the  expe- 
dient; the  philofopher  had  loft  all  hopes  of  making 
himfelf  of  confequence ;  the  minifter  cared  little  about 
the  refult  of  the  orders  he  had  given ;  and  the  admini- 
ftrators  had  no  objedlion  to  take  pofifeffion  of  a  thing 
that  was  now  become  valuable. 

The  youthful  Lallement's  charms  made  an  imprefiion 
en  the  heart  of  Jubert,  who  had  laid  his  hands  upon 
feveral  of  her  effeds,  feized  Sainte-Croix's  portrait,  and 
thought  her  a  fool  for  pretending  to  be  faithful  to  her 
keeper.  At  length  imagining,  that  kindnefs  would  ren- 
der her  more  tradable,  he  procured  an  order  for  her 
enlargement,  came  to  fetch  her  in  a  carriage,  conducted 
her  to  her  lodgings,  ordered  a  dinner,  reftored,  with 
great  reluctance,  the  portrait  of  Sainte-Croix,  of  which 
he  had  put  out  the  eyes,  and  then  laid  claim  to  his  re- 
ward. The  young  girl  laughed  at  his  pretenfions,  as 
well  as  at  his  way  of  making  love,  fhewed  him  the  door, 
and  repaired  to  the  police-office,  to  upbraid  him  publicly 
with  his  attempts,  and  claim  the  other  effeds  that  had 
been  taken  away.  The  adventure  made  fome  noife ;  but 
Jubert's  colleagues  are  not  likely  to  condemn  it ;  and  it 

pa  fled 
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pafled  along  with  a  multitude  of  otherSj  ftill  more  diC- 
guft  ng  or  atrocious,  of  which  the  legiflators  of  the  2d 
of  June  daily  fet  the  example  to  all  the  conftituted  au- 
lliorities.  __ 

Auguft  22. 

To-DAY  a  mirunderftandlng  has  broken  out  between 
the  tyrants,  Hebert,  diflatisfied  at  not  being  appointed 
minifter,  fets  his  father  Duchcfne  *  upon  the  ringleaders 
of  the  fa6lion,  falls  foul  upon  the  fortune-making  pa- 
triots, names  Lacroix,  and  is  paving  the  way  for  an  at- 
tack upon  Danton.  Danton,  more  villainous  than  any 
of  them,  but  more  circumfpefl,  endeavouring  to  keep 
fome  meafure  in  the  condud  of  public  affairs,  is  already 
flyled  a  modere :  the  committee  of  public  fafety  ab- 
hors his  fociety ;  the  jealous  Robefpierre  holds  forth 
againft  him ;  and  the  cordeliers  and  jacobins  are  on  the 
point  of  coming  to  a  rupture.  What  a  noble  fpedtacle 
is  preparing  for  us  miferable  viflims :  the  tygers  are 
about  to  worry  one  another ;  and  perhaps  will  forget  us, 
unlefs  agonizing  rage  impel  them  to  exterminate  us  all 
before  their  own  defeat. 

Chabot  is  defirous  of  tranfporting  all  fufpe6led  per- 
fons:  of  courfe  the  wives  of  Phion  and  Roland,  confined 
under  that  appellation,  are  threatened  with  a  voyage  to 
Cayenne.     What  a  charming  deftination  ! 


*  The  title  of  a  daily  paper  replete  with  oath  and  vulgarity,  of 
which  Hebert  was  the  author.     Tranf. 
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September  23: 

Do  not  my  ears  deceive  me  ? — What !  that  wretched 
woman  who  lived  unknown  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country,  and  who  came  to  Paris  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
foiiciting  her  daughter's  enlargement,  is  condemned  to 
die  ? — Hov/  villanous  is  fuch  a  condemnation  ! 

Pedon's  profcription  as  a  royahft,  was  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  the  lafl  revolution.  His  wife,  Vv'hom  the  Iliafts 
of  calumny  had  never  reached,  had  retired  to  Fecamp, 
among  her  own  relations,  there  to  v/ait  in  filence  and  re- 
tirem-ent  for  happier  days ;  fhe  was  going  to  fet  off  for 
the  fea-fide,  that  her  fon,  a  fine  boy  of  ten  years  of  age, 
and  the  fole  fruit  of  her  marriage,  might  have  the  benefit 
of  a  fait- water  bath.  She  was  taken  up,  and  imprifoned 
with  her  child  j  and  both  have  fince  been  brought  to 
Paris,  and  confined  at  St,  Peiagie.  Daily  examples 
teach  the  wives  of  the  profcribed  to  expe£t  perfecution ; 
and  Petion's  has  fuiHcient  fcrength  of  mind  to  fupport 
her  own  misfortunes  vathout  miurmuring;  but  the  fitua- 
tion  of  her  fon  afflifts  her,  as  equally  detrimiental  to  his 
health  and  education.  She  was  defirous  of  trying  the 
effe6l  of  folicitations ;  but  how  could  Ihe  render  them 
interelling?  Hov/  was  audience  to  be  obtained  ?  — She 
wrote  to  her  mother,  v.'ho  lived  at  Chartres,  requefting 
her  to  urge  her  prayer  in  fuch  a  way  as  became  the  feel- 
ings of  the  maternal  mind.  Her  mother  came;  repaired 
to  the  bar  of  the  convention ;  prefented  her  petition  with 
a  flood  of  tears;  was  referred  to  the  committee;  and 
waited  upon  all  the  members  who  compofed  it.  Some 
of  them  feemed  to  give  her  hope,  but  from  the  greater 
number  fhe  experienced  a  very  unfavourable  recepdon. 
The  inutility  of  her  folicitations  becoming  evident,  fhe 

refolved 
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refolved  to  depart,  and  repaired  to  her  fedlion,  to  get  her 
paiTport  figned.  There  llie  was  denounced  and  taken 
into  cuftody.  She  was  then  carried  before  the  mayor  :  a 
man  who  refided  in  the  hotel  where  fhe  had  taken  up 
her  abode,  fwore  to  her  having  faid  that  the  French  flood 
in  need  of  a  king:  two  hired  witnelTes,  natives  of  Liege, 
and  deferters,  gave  the  like  teftimony ;  fhe  was  con- 
demned to  lofe  her  head,  and  is  now  on  her  v/ay  to  the 
fcaffold. 

I  faw  the  unfortunate  woman  feveral  times,  when 
fhe  came  to  keep  her  daughter  company.  Madam  Le- 
fevre  was  in  her  fifty-feventh  year :  fhe  had  been  hand- 
fome,  and  her  features  flill  retained  fome  traces  of 
their  former  regularity :  flie  had  alfo  prefer ved  an  eafy 
fhape,  and  a  beautiful  head  of  hair.  As  the  defire  of 
pleafing  had  occupied  the  greater  part  of  her  life,  but 
had  not  led  her  to  acquire  any  accomplifhment,  there 
was  nothing  about  her,  but  the  remains  of  her  former 
pretenfions,  and  no  fmall  fbare  of  felf-iove,  which  was 
perceptible  on  every  occafion.  She  had  no  polidcal 
opinion :  indeed  fne  was  incapable  of  forming  one,  for 
ihe  could  not  reafon  two  minutes  together  on  any  fub- 
jecl  whatever.  It  is  pofTible,  that,  in  a  converfation 
excited  by  ill-defigning  people,  fhe  may  have  faid,  that 
fhe  did  not  care  whether  there  were  a  king  or  not, 
provided  there  v/ere  but  peace ;  or  words  of  a  like 
kind  may  have  been  laid  hold  of,  in  order  to  bring  her 
to  trial.  But  who  does  not  perceive  in  this  falfe  and  atro- 
cious application  of  the  law,  an  intention  to  miflead  the 
people,  by  making  them  fuppofe  the  family  of  Petion 
royalifls,  and  the  perfecution  it  fijfters  confequendy  juft  ? 
N  .-?  Dreadful 
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Dreadful  days  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  we  not  only 
fee  your  horrors  revived,  but  multiplied  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  our  tyrants  and  their  favourites  !  This 
wretched  people,  whofe  morals  are  deftroyed  and 
whofe  inftind  is  perverted,  thirds  after  blood  ;  and  every 
thing  except  jufcice,  is  employed  to  fatisfy  its  demand. 
I  have  feen  in  the  prifons,  during  the  four  months  that 
I  have  been  their  inhabitant,  malefa6tors  purpofely  for- 
gotten J  and  yet  what  hafle  is  made  to  infiid  the  penalty 
of  death  on  madam  Lefevre,  not  becaufe  fne  has  com- 
mitted any  crime,  but  becaufe  flie  is  guilty  of  having  for 
her  fon-in-lav/,  the  worthy  Petion,  whom  the  tyrants 
deteft! 

I  can  conceive  nothing  more  ridiculous  than  the  kna- 
vlfh  impudence  with  which  the  advantages  of  a  con- 
llitution  decreed  with  equal  zeal  and  rapidity  are  ex- 
tolled. But  did  not  the  very  people,  who  produced  it, 
decree  immediately  after,  that  France  was,  and  remained, 
in  a  ftate  of  revoludon  ?  and  may  not  the  conditution  be 
confidered  as  abortive,  fmce  no  part  of  it  is  put  in 
force  ?  What  benefit  then  do  we  derive  from  it  ?  It  is 
a  dead  letter,  which  ferves  only  to  attell  the  impudence 
of  thofe,  who  wifh  to  make  a  merit  of  it,  without  car- 
ing Vv-hether  we  tafte  the  fweets  of  it  or  no. 

The  multitude  who  accepted  it  without  examina- 
tion, merely  through  weaknefs  and  indolence,  from  the 
hope  of  feeing  peace,  which  they  would  not  take  the 
pains  to  deferve,  are  well  rewarded  for  their  apathy. 
Unfortunately  it  is  with  nations  and  their  affairs,  as 
with  individuals  and  their  undertakings:  the  folly  and 
fears  of  the  many  lead  to  the  triumph  of  villany,  and  to 

the 
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the  ruin  of  good  men.  Pofterky  will  put  every  one  in 
his  place  ;  but  it  Is  in  the  temple  of  memory.  Themif* 
tocles  died  neverthelefs  in  exile,  Socrates  in  prifon,  and 
Syila  in  his  bed, 

September  26. 

The  decree,  that  orders  the  a£l  of  impeachment 
agalnll  BrifTot  to  be  prefented  to-morrow,  was  pafled 
in  the  fame  fitung,  in  which  it  was  propofed  to  fhorten 
the  forms  of  trial  before  the  revolutionary  court,  and 
in  which  the  four  fedlions  of  that  tribunal  were  or- 
ganifed  :  fo  that  the  means  of  proceeding  to  judgment 
are  multiplied,  fentence  is  enjoined  to  be  pafTed  more 
fpeedily,  and  the  defence  of  the  accufed  is  circum- 
fcribed,  at  the  very  moment,  when  it  is  refolved  to 
deftroy  BrifTot,  and  the  reft  of  the  imprifoned  deputies, 
that  is  to  fay,  thofe  men  of  talents,  who  might  other- 
wife  have  confounded  their  accufers. 

Four  months  have  pafled,  without  its  having  been 
poITible  to  fabricate  that  aft  of  accufation,  the  drawing 
up  of  which  has  been  decreed  feveral  times  over  in 
vain.  An  increafe  of  power,  and  the  univerfal  fway  of 
terror,  were  necelTary,  to  enable  our  tyrants  to  facrifice 
the  founders  of  liberty.  But  after  the  arbitrary  impri- 
fonment  of  a  fourth  part  of  France,  under  the  appel- 
lation  oifiifpeSfed  perfons,  has  been  refolved  upon  j  af- 
ter a  filly  people  has  been  infpired  with  fuch  a  furious 
fanacicifm  that  it  demoliihes  Lyons,  as  if  the  fecond  city 
in  the  republic  belonged  to  the  emperor,  and  as  if 
thofe  whom  it  thinks  proper  to  call  mujcadines  VN/ere 
wild    beafts;    after    an   iron    fceptre,    held    over   all 

N  4  France, 
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France,  has  eftablifhed  the  reign  of  guilt  and  fearj  after 
a  law  has  been  enafled,  by  virtue  of  which  thofe  v/ho 
are  accufedj  are  bound  to  anfwer  fimply  yes^  or  no, 
without  making  any  fpeech  in  their  defence ;  then  in- 
deed they  may  venture  to  fend  to  e;xecution  thofe  guilt- 
lefs  viftims,  whofe  eloquence  was  ftill  dreaded,  lb  for- 
midable does  the  voice  of  Truth  appear  even  to  thofe, 
who  are  powerful  enough,  to  refufe  it  a  hearing. 

What  care  is  taken  to  ftifle  it !  But  hiftory  ftands  there, 
and  holds  a  graver  in  her  hand,  preparing  in  filence  to 
take  a  tardy  vengeance  for  the  fate  of  the  imitators  of 
Barnevelt  and  Sidney. 

Oftober  4. 
I  AM  reading  a  daily  paper,  and  there  I  fee  that 
Robefpierre  accufes  Roland  and  Briffot  of  having  fpoken 
ill  of  d'Auhignyy  who  ftole  100,000  livres  \i^\\^^~\  at 
the  Tuileries  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  againft  whom  a 
profecution  was  meant  to  be  fet  on  foot,  and  whofe  wife 
in  his  abfence  brought  the  ioc,ocoL  to  the  commune. 
I  fee  that  Robefpierre  afferts  that  Roland  appointed  Red- 
out to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  jewel-office,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  its  being  robbed ;  while  in  fad  it 
■was  Pache,  who,  upon  refufing  the  place  when  offered 
to  him  by  Roland,  recommended  Reftout  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  fill  it.  It  is  a  fad  alfo,  that  the  hall  of  the 
convention  refounded  with  Roland's  complaints  againft 
the  commander  of  the  national  guard,  for  neglefting  to 
poft  fentries  at  the  jewel-office^  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated injunftions  of  the  minifter  of  the  home  depart- 
jnent. 

That 
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That  Robefpierre,  whom  once  I  thought  an  honeft 
man,  is  a  very  atrocious  being.  How  he  lies  to  his 
own  confcience  1    How  he  delights  in  blood ! 

Infirmary  of  St.  Pelagic.  0£lober  23. 
Within  thefe  foiitary  walls,  where  oppreffed  inno- 
cence has  now  dwelt  near  five  months  with  filent  re- 
fignation,  a  ilranger  appears. — It  is  a  phyfician,  brought 
by  my  keepers  for  their  own  tranquillity ;  for  to  the 
ills  of  nature,  as  to  the  injuftice  of  man,  I  neither  can 
nor  will  oppofe  aught  but  calmnefs  and  fortitude. 
When  he  heard  my  name,  he  faid  he  was  the  friend  of 
a  man,  whom  perhaps  I  did  not  like. — '  How  can  you 
know  that,  and  who  is  the  perfonyou  mean  ?' — *  Robe- 
fpierre.'— '  Robefpierre  !  I  once  knev^r  him  well,  and 
efteemed  him  much :  I  thought  him  a  fincere  and  zea- 
lous friend  of  freedom.' — '  Why,  is  he  not  fo  ?' — '  I 
am  afraid  that  he  loves  power :  perhaps  from  an  idea, 
that  he  knows  how  to  do  good  as  well  as  any  man, 
and  defires  it  no  lefs.  I  am  afraid  that  he  is  very  fond 
of  revenge,  and  inclined  to  exercife  it  particularly  upon 
thofe  whom  he  confiders  as  blind  to  his  merit.  I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  very  fufceptible  of  prejudices  -,  that  his 
refentment  is  eafily  excited ;  and  that  he  is  too  ready 
to  think  every  one  guilty,  who  does  not  fubfcribe  to 
all  his  opinions. — You  never  faw  him  above  once  or 
twice  in  your  life  I — I  have  feen  him  much  oftener !— ■ 
Alk  him :  let  him  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart ;  and  you 
will  fee  whether  he  have  it  in  his  power  to  fay  any 
thing  to  my  difadvantage.' 

Robefpierre,  if  I  deceive  myfelf^  I  put  it  in  your 
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power  to  convince  me  of  my  error,     h  is  to  yourfelf 
that  I  repeat  what  I  have  laid  of  you,   and  it  is  to  your 
friend   that   I  mean   to  deliver  this   letter,    which  my  ; 
keepers  v/ill  perhaps  faffer  to  pafs^  for  the  fake  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  is  addrefTed. 

I  write  not  to  entreat  you,  as  you  may  well  fuppofe. 
I  never  yet  entreated  any  one :  and  moil  afluredly  I 
ihall  not  begin  to  do  fo  from  a  prifon,  while  writing 
to  a  man  who  has  m.e  in  his  power.  Prayers  be- 
come  the  guilty,  or  the  flave :  innocence  vindicates  her- 
felf,  which  is  quite  fufficient ;  or  complains,  as  flie  has 
a  right  to  do,  when  the  obje6t  of  perfecution.  But 
even  complaints  accord  not  with  my  difpofition  j  I  can 
fuffer,  and  dare  look  any  fhape  of  misfortune  in  the  face, 
Befides  I  know  that,  at  the  birth  of  repubUcs,  revolutions, 
which  are  almoft  inevitable,  and  which  give  too  great 
fcope  to  the  pafTions  of  mankind,  frequently  expoie 
thofe  who  ferve  their  country  beft  to  become  the 
viftims  of  their  own  zeal,  and  of  the  delufion  of  their 
countrymen.  They  will  have  a  good  confcience  for  their 
confolation,  and  hiftory  for  their  avenger. 

But  by  what  ftrange  chance  is  a  woman  like  me, 
incapable  of  any  thing  but  wifhes,  expofed  to  thofe 
ilorms,  which  generally  burfc  upon  the  heads  of  none 
but  efficient  individuals  ?  And  what  is  the  fate  that  I 
have  to  expeft  ?  Thefe  are  two  queflions,  which  I 
beg  you  to  refolve. 

I  deem  them  of  fmall  importance  either  in  themfelves, 
or  as  far  as  my  individual  perfon  is  concerned;  for 
v/hat  is  a  fingle  emmet  more  or  lefs,  crulhed  by  the 
foot  of  the  elephant^  in  the  general  fyftem  of  the  world  ? 

But 
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But  they  are  of  Infinite  intereft  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  liberty  and  future  happinefs  of  my  country.  For  if 
its  declared  enemies,  and  its  acknowledged  friends  and 
defenders  be  indifcriminately  confounded  j  if  the  faithful 
cidzen  and  generous  patriot  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  man  of  a  corrupt  and  felfiih  foul,  or  the 
perfidious  ariftocratej  if  the  woman  of  virtue  and  fenfi- 
bility,  who  is  proud  of  the  fieedom  of  her  country,  and, 
who  in  her  humble  retirement,  or  in  any  other  fituation, 
makes  everj  pofiible  facrifice  to  its  welfare,  find  herfeif 
affociated  in  punifnment  with  the  vain  or  haughty  fe- 
male, who  curfes  equality  J  furely  juftice  and  freedom 
do  not  yet  reign,  and  future  happinefs  is  doubtful. 

I  fpealc  not  here  of  my  venerable  hufoand.  A  re- 
port ought  to  have  been  made  of  his  accounts,  when 
he  firft:  gave  them  in  :  inftead  of  refufing  him  juftice  at 
firft,  in  order  to  retain  the  power  of  accufing  him  when 
calumny  fhould  have  deprived  him  of  the  public  efteem. 
Robefpierre,  I  defy  you  not  to  believe,  that  Roland  is 
an  honeft  man.  You  may  be  of  opinion,  that  he  does 
not  think  juftly,  with  refpect  to  this  or  that  meafure : 
but  your  confcience  muft  fecredy  do  juftice  to  his  in- 
tegrity and  civifm :  he  needs  to  be  feen  little,  to  be 
thoroughly  known  :  his  book  is  always  open,  and  is  in- 
telligible to  every  one.  He  has  the  ruggednefs  of  vir- 
tue, as  Cato  had  its  afperity ;  and  has  made  by  the 
harftinefs  of  his  manner  as  many  enemies  as  by  his  in- 
flexible equity :  but  thefe  inequalities  of  furface  difap- 
pear  at  a  diftance,  and  the  great  qualities  of  the  public 
man  will  remain  for  ever.  It  has  been  reported,  that 
he  fanned  the  flames  of  civil  v/ar  at  Lyons :  and  this 
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pretext  has  been  brought  forward  as  a  reafon  for  my 
apprehenfion  !  The  fuppofition  was  not  more  jufl  than 
the  confequence.  Difgufted  v/kh  public  affairs^  irritated 
by  perfecution,  tired  of  the  worlds  fatigued  by  his  toils, 
and  bending  beneath  the  weight  of  years,  what  could 
he  do  but  conceal  his  forrows  in  an  obfcure  retirement, 
and  fave  the  unworthy  age  in  which  he  lives  from  the 
comroiffion  of  a  crime? 

- — He  has  corrupted  the  public  mind,  and  I  am  his 
accomplice  ! — This  is  the  mod  curious  of  all  reproaches, 
of  all  imputadons  the  moft  abfurd.  You  cannot  wifh 
me,  Robefpierre,  to  take  the  trouble  of  refudng  them 
here :  the  taflc  would  be  too  eafy,  efpecially  as  you 
cannot  be  one  of  the  well  meaning  people,  who  be- 
lieve a  ftory  becaufe  it  is  in  print,  or  becaufe  they  have 
heard  it  related.  My  pretended  implication  in  the  guilt 
would  be  truly  laughable,  were  not  the  whole  rendered 
atrocious  by  the  mifly  medium  through  which  it  is  pre- 
fented  to  the  people,  who,  being  able  to  perceive  no- 
thing diftindly,  figure  to  their  imagination  a  thoufand 
rnonftrous  forms.  Great  muft  be  the  inclination  to  in- 
jure me  of  thofe,  who  include  me  in  this  malicious  and 
premeditated  manner,  in  an  accufation  ftrongly  refembling 
the  charge  of  high  treafon,  fo  often  brought  forward 
under  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  againft  every  one  who  was 
deflined  to  deflrudion,  though  guilty  of  no  crime. 
Whence,  then,  does  this  animofity  arife  ?  It  is  what  I 
cannot  conceive-:  I,  who  never  injured  any  one,  and 
who  am  even  incapable  of  wifhing  evil  in  return  for  the 
injuries  I  receive. 

Brought  up  in  redrement^  devoted  from  my  youth  to 
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thofe  ferlous  {ludies,  which  have  given  fome  degree  ot 
energy  to  my  mind ;  bleft  with  a  tafte  for  fimple  plea- 
fures  which  no  change  of  circumftances  has  been  able 
to  pervert ;  an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  revolution, 
and  giving  way  to  the  energy  of  the  generous  fentiments 
it  infpires;  kept  a  ftranger  to  public  affairs  by  prin- 
ciple as  well  as  by  my  fex,  but  converfing  about  them 
with  warmth,  becaufe  the  public  weal  takes  the  lead 
of  all  other  concerns  as  foon  as  it  exiibs ;  I  regarded 
the  firft  calumnies  invented  againft  me  as  contemptible 
follies  ;  I  deemed  them  the  neceffary  tribute  levied  by 
envy  upon  a  fituation,  which  the  vulgar  had  ftiil  the 
imbecility  to  confider  as  exalted,  and  to  which  I  would 
have  preferred  the  peaceful  ftate,  in  which  I  had  fpent 
fo  many  happy  days. 

Thefe  calumnies,  however,  have  increafed  with  effron- 
tery proportionate  to  my  calmnefs  and  fecurity:  I  have 
been  dragged  to  prifon,  and  have  remained  there  near 
five  months;  torn  from  the  embraces  of  my  helplefs 
daughter,  vv'ho  can  no  longer  recline  her  head  on  that 
bofom  whence  fhe  drew  her  firft  nourifliment ;  far  re- 
moved from  every  thing  dear  to  me  -,  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  the  world ;  the  but  of  all  the  ran- 
corous abufe  of  a  deluded  populace,  who  believe  that 
my  death  would  be  conducive  to  their  happinefs ;  hear- 
ing the  guards,  who  watch  under  my  grated  window; 
diverting  themfeives  with  the  idea  of  my  punilhrnent ; 
and  reading  the  offenfive  reproaches  caft  upon  me  by 
writers,  who  never  faw  my  face,  any  more  than  the 
other  perfons  of  whofe  hatred  I  am  the  objed. 

I   have  wearied   no  one   with  my  remonftrances ;  I 
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!iave  hoped  fbi-juilice,  and  an   end  to  pfejudic'ea  front 
the  hand  of  time ;   wanting  many  things,  I  have  aflced 
for  nothing  :  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  misfortune, 
proud  of  trying  my  ilrength  with  her,   and  with  tramp- 
ling  her  under  my  feet.     My  neceiTities  becoming  ur- 
gent, and  afraid  of  bringing  trouble  upon  thofe  to  whom  ] 
I  might  have  addrefled  myfelf,  I  wifhed  to  fell  the  empty 
bottles  in  my  cellar,  which  had  not  been  fealed  up,   be-  - 
caufe  it   contained  nothing  of  greater  value.     Immedi- 
ately the   whole  town  was  in  an   uproar  1     The  houfc 
was  furrounded  ;  the  proprietor  was  taken  into  cuftodyj  , 
the  guards  were  doubled  -,  and  perhaps   I  have  reafon 
to  fear  for  the  liberty  of  a  poor  fervant,  who  is  guilty  of 
no  crime  but  that  of  having  ferved  me  for  the  laft  thirteen 
years  with  afFe6lion,  becaufe  I  took  care  to  render  her^ 
life  comfortable.     So  much  does  the  people,  mifled  with 
regard  to  me,  and  deluded   by  harangues   againil  con- 
fpirators,  think  me  deferving  of  that  name. 

It  is  not,  Robefpierre,  to  excite  your  compaffion, 
which  I  am  above  afking,  and  which  I  fhould  perhaps 
deem  an  infult,  that  I  prcfent  you  with  a  pidlure  far 
lefs  melancholy  than  the  truth  :  it  is  for  your  inftruc- 
tion. 

Fortune  is  fickle  j  and  popular  favour  is  not  lels 
liable  to  change.  Contemplate  the  fate  of  thofe,  who 
have  agitated,  pleafed,  or  governed  the  people,  from 
Vifceliinus  to  Csefar,  and  from  Hippo,  the  harangue- 
maker  of  Syracufe,  to  our  Parifian  orators.  Juflice 
and  truth  alone  remain,  and  are  a  confolation  in  every 
misfortune,  even  in  the  hour  of  death  itfelf ;  while  no- 
thing can  afford  a  fhelter  from  ftrokes   of  confcience 
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and  remorfe.  Marius  and  Sylla  prorcribed  thoufands  of* 
knights,  a  great  number  of  fenators,  and  a  multitude  of 
wretched  men.  But  could  dicy  ftifle  the  voice  of  hif« 
tory,  which  has  devoted  their  memories  to  execration  ? 
or  was  content  an  inmate  of  their  minds  ? 

Whatever  be  the  fate  referved  for  me, .  I  will  find 
courage  to  undergo  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  myfelf; 
or  to  anticipate  the  flroke,  as  may  fuit  me  beft.  After 
the  honours  of  perfecution,  do  thofe  of  martyrdom  awaic 
me  ?  am  I  deftined  to  languifli  in  protrafted  captivity, 
expofed  to  the  firft  cataftrophe,  that  it  may  be  judged 
requifite  to  bring  about  ?  or  am  I  to  be  fentenced  to 
tranfportation  as  it  is  called,  in  order  to  experience,  when  a 
few  leagues  out  at  fea,  that  trifling  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  captain,  which  rids  him  of  the  trouble  of  his 
living  cargo,  and  enriches  the  waves  ?  Speak  !  it  is 
fomething  to  know  our  fate,  and  a  foul  like  mine  is 
capable  of  looking  it  in  the  face. 

If  you  wilh  to  bejuft,  and  attend  to  what  I  write, 
my  letter  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  you,  and  in  that  cafe  ic 
may  poffibly  be  of  fervice  to  my  country.  But  be  it 
as  it  may,  Robefpierre,  I  know,  and  you  cannot  help 
feeling,  that  a  perfon,  who  has  known  me,  cannot 
perfecute  me  without  remorfe. 

Roland,  formerly  Phiipciu 


Note.     The  idea  of  this  letter,  the  care  of  compof- 
ing,  and  the  intention  of  fending  it,  held  their  place  in 
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my  mind  for  four-and-twenty  hours :  but  what  efFe(5t,  \ 
can  my  refieflions  have  on  a  man,  who  facrifices  col-  i 
leagues,  of  whofe  integrity  he  is  well  aflured  ?  \ 

If  my  letter  were  to  do  no  fervice,  it  would  be 
ill-timed.  It  would  only  embroil  me  to  no  purpofe 
with  a  tyrant,  who  may  facrifice,  but  cannot  debafe  me. 
It  Ihali  not  go. 
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ROLAND'S 
FIRST    ADMINISTRATION. 


xlow  came  Louis  XVI.  to  feleft  for  the  adminif- 
tration  of  public  afFdirs  a  man  like  Roland,  to  whom, 
as  an  auftcre  philofopher,  and  a  laborious  iludent,  re- 
tirement was  doubly  dear  ?  This  will  be  a  queftion 
with  many  people,  and  it  would  be  one  with  me,  were 
I  any  other  than  what  I  am.  I  am  going  to  anfwer 
it  by  fafts. 

Refident  at  Lyons,  during  the  winter,  and  belonging 
to  the  fcientific  and  literary  academies  of  that  city,  Ro- 
land was  employed  by  the  agricultural  fociety  to  draw  up- 
its  memoirs  for  the  information  of  the  States  General. 
His  principles,  and  his  turn  of  mind,  made  him  na- 
turally look  forward  with  pleafure  to  a  revolution  which 
promiled  the  reform  of  fo  many  abufes.  The  publicity 
of  thefe  fentiments  and  his  well  known  talents  procured 
him  his  admiffion  into  the  eledloral  body  upon  the  firft 
formation  of  the  commune,  and  his  fubfequent  inveft-. 
ment  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances  of  the  city,, 
which  was  deeply  involved  in  debt.  Being  fent  as  a  de- 
puty extraordinary  to  the  conftituent  alTembly,  he  con- 
nefted  himfelf  at  Paris  with  feveral  of  its  members,  and 
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Vfith  fome  of  the  perfons  who  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
ftudy  of  public  affairs.  He  returned  home,  however, 
when  the  fupprelllon  of  his  place  of  infpeftor,  by  changing 
his  deftiny,  obliged  him  to  refled  on  the  courfe  it  would 
becoiiie  him  in  future  to  purfue.  The  queftion  was, 
whether  he  fhould  retire  altogether  to  his  eftate  in  the 
country,  and  employ  himfelf  in  its  cultivation ;  or  whe- 
ther, condnuing  his  literary  labours,  he  fhould  make  a 
journey  to  Paris,  with  the  double  view  of  colle(5ling  ma- 
terials for  that  purpofe,  and  of  enforcing  his  claims  to  a 
penfion,  as  a  reward  for  thirty  years  fervice  in  his  ad- 
miniftrative  employ.  The  latter  meafure  was  adopted, 
becaufe  it  would  not  prevent  his  recurring  to  the  other, 
■whenever  he  fhould  deem  it  advifable  fo  to  do.  We 
returned,  then,  to  Paris  on  the  15  th  of  December,  1791  j 
but  the  affairs  of  the  nation  at  large  did  not  permit  us  to 
liope^  that  the  legiflative  alfembly,  which  had  juft  met, 
would  be  foon  at  leifure  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  a 
private  individual.  Roland,  intimate  with  Briflot,  be- 
came acquainted  with  feveral  of  his  colleagues  in  the  le- 
giflative body ;  and  not  unfrequently  went  to  the  fociety 
of  Jacobins,  with  old  friends  fettled  at  Paris,  who  like 
hitn  were  delighted  with  a  revolution  which  they  efleera- 
ed  friendly  to  liberty,  who  thought  that  the  fociety  had 
already  been  ufeful,  and  might  ftill  help  to  fupport  a 
good  caufe. 

Roland,  content  with  being  a  peaceful  auditor,  never 
afcended  the  tribune  to  fpeak.  He  was  known  how- 
ever, not  indeed  to  the  illiterate,  who  had  as  yet  gained 
no  afcendance,  but  to  many  others  j  and  was  appointed 
one  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence.  This  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  funiflions  are  indicated  by  the  name. 
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Was  compofsd  of  a  confiderable  number  of  members,, 
but  only  a  few  were  a61:ively  employed.  Roland  often 
came  home  with  a  confiderable  packet  of  letters  to  an* 
fwer :  for  though  the  bufinefs  was  divided  into-  J.cpart-i 
ments,  and  particular  ones  alTigned  to  particular  raem~ 
bers,  it  became  neverthelefs  a  matter  of  neceffity  for  the 
more  diligent  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  duty  ot  the 
reft,  that  no  part  of  the  correfpondence  might  remain  in 
arrears. — -I  read  thofe  letters,  and  often  undertook  to 
anfvver  them^  epiftolary  writing  having  ever  appeared  to 
me  fingnlai  y  eafy  and  agreeable,  becaufe  it  adapts  itfeif 
to  eveiy  fubjtcljj  and  to  every  ilyle  alike,  giving  to  dif* 
cuflion  the  mcft  pleadng  form,  and  to  reafon  a^l  the  fcopc 
it  can  define. — I  remarked  in  m.oft  of  the  letters  f-om  the 
departmen'Sj  a  (lylc  exalt-^rd  and  emphatital,  fentimenls 
tinflured  with  bombaft,  and  confequentiy  with  affeila- 
tion,  and  in  general  a  defire  of  the  public  good,  or  the 
ambinon  of  appearing  an  ardent  patriot.  I  confiriered 
that  the  parent  fociety  mighn  exert  its  influence  in 
diffeminating  good  principles,  tilling  care  always  to  con- 
fine itfe  f  to  the  inftru6tion  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
communication  of  ientiments  calculated  to  (Irengthen 
the  focial  tye,  and  confequendy  to  infpue  the  true 
love  of  our  country,  v/hicli  ought  to  be  only  that 
of  human  kind,  carried  to  the  higheft:  pitch  in  re- 
gard to  thofe  who  live  under  the  fame  laws  with  our- 
felves,  and  exalted  by  a  difregard  of  fclf-interefc  in  the 
unfrequent,  but  fomctimes  urgent,  cafes,  which  require 
the  greateft  facrifices.  Perfuaded  that  a  revolution  is 
no  better  than  a  terriblcj  and  deftrudive  ftorm,  if  the 
improvement  of  the  public  mind  do  not  keep  pace 
Tyith  the  p'rogrefilon  of  events  •,  and  ferilible  of  the  good 
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that  might  be  done  by  taking  hold  of  men's  ima- 
ginations, and  giving  them  an  impuifion  towards  virtue, 
I  employed  myfelf  with  pleafure  in  the  correfpondence. 
The  committee  gave  Roland  credit  for  his  induftry;  nor 
indeed  was  he  idle;  but  the  work  of  two  expeditious 
perfons  muft  necefiarily  have  been  great  in  the  eyes 
of  thofe,  to  whom  the  labours  of  either  would  have  ap- 
peared confiderable. 

A  few  members  of  the  alTembly  ufed  to  meet  fre- 
quently in  private,  at  a  houfe  in  the  Place  Vendome, 
where  one  of  them  lodged,  and  where  a  worthy  and 
opulent  woman  had  it  in  her  power,  without  putting  her- 
felf  to  inconvenience,  to  lend  them  an  apartment,  of 
which  they  were  to  make  ufe,  even  in  her  abfence. 
Roland,  who  was  efteemed  for  his  good  fenfe  and  in- 
tegrity, was  invited  to  join  them  ;  but  he  feldom  went, 
on  account  of  the  diftance.  As  to  me,  I  lived  at  home 
according  to  cuftom ;  I  was  not  in  health,  and  kept 
little  company. 

The  fituadon  of  affairs,  and  the  difcontent  of  the 
public  mind,  alarmed  the  court.  The  minifters  foon 
became  the  obje6ts  of  public  animiadverfion,  and  indeed 
their  whole  proceeding  only  tended  to  undermine  a  con- 
ilitution  which  the  king  had  fworn  to  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  and  which  he  did  not  mean  to  maintain. 
The  court,  uneafy  and  perplexed,  in  the  midfc  of  the 
frequent  changes  and  agitation  of  the  miniftry,  knew 
not  on  whom  to  fix  its  choice.  But  there  were  people 
■who  declared  openly,  that  if  Louis  XVI.  v/ere  fincere, 
he  would  take  men  of  undoubted  patriotifm  for  his  agents. 
At  length,  impelled  by  weaknefs  or  by  fear,  the  court 
came  to  a  decilio.n,  but  it  was  with  the  hope  of  cor- 
rupting,. 
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rupting,  or  If  that  hope   failed,  with  the  intention  of 
difmiffing,  the  minifters  it  Ihould  appoint.     The  court 
then  ftewed  itfelf  inclined  to  make  choice  among  thofe 
calkd  patriots}    and  at  that  time    the   term    had    not 
been  abufcd.     How  was  this  brought  about  ?   I  never 
knew,   nor  did  I  ever  enquire,   becaufe  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  in  that,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  the  idea  was  firft 
ftarted  by  fome  few  individuals,   propagated   by  others, 
and    at    lafl:  taken  up    and  adled  upon  by    people    in 
power.     By  reflecting  minds  it  was  confidered  as  im- 
portant, to  dire/5t  the  attention  of  the  court  towards  men 
of  abilities,  and  ot  refpedable  character;  for  it  was  pof- 
fr  Ic  that  it  might  take  a  malicious  pleafure  in  felecSling 
hot  headed  Jacobins,  v^'hofe  extravagance  might  juftify 
complaint,  and  ferve  to  bring  patriorifm  into  contempt. 
I  know  not  who   firft  mentioned  Roland,  in  the  com- 
mittee   at    the   Place    Vendome^    as   one    of  thofe   who 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked.     The  name  of  Roland  w^s 
necefTarilv   affociated   Vv'ith  the  idea  of  a  well  informed 
man,  who  had  written  upon  the  fubjed  of  adminiftration, 
who  was  not  deftitute  of  experience  in  that  line,   who 
was  befides  in  pofTeHlon  of  a  fair  reputation,  and  whofe 
age,  manners,  and  decided  character,  joined  to  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  openly  profefied,  even  before  the  revolu- 
tion, befpoke  him  a  worthy  partlzan  of  liberty,  in  every 
point  of  view— rThe  king  himfelf  was  no  ftranger  to 
the  above  confiderations,   or  at  lead  to  the  fads  upon 
which  they  were  founded,   as  1  fhall  hereafter  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fliew.     Thofe  ideas  arofe  fo  naturally  out  of 
the  circumflances  of  the  moment,  that  they  were  com- 
municated to  us  only  three  days  before  the  formation 
pf  the  new  miniftry.— Briffot  called  upon  me  one  even- 
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ing  when  I  was  alone,  and  informed  me  of  the  prQr 
babilicy  of  Roland's   elevation.     I    fmiled,   and  aflced 
him   the   meaning  of  his  pleafantry.     But  he  affured 
tne    it   was   no  joke,    related    to  me   the  particulars 
I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  added,  that  he  was  come 
to  know  whether  Roland  would  confent  to  take  upoq 
him  fuch  a  taflc.     I  promifed  to  confult  him,  and  make 
known  his  refolution  on  the  following  day.     Roland  was 
as  much  aftonifhed  at  the  event  as  myfelf :  but  his  na- 
tural aflivity  rendered  him  by  no  means  averfe  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufmefs,  and  he  faid  to  me  with  a  fmile, 
he  had  always  feen  people  in  power  fo  miferably  defi- 
cient, that  he  had  never  ceafed  to  wonder  how  the  pub- 
lic concerns  could  go  forward  at  alls  and  that  confe- 
quently  the  thing  in  itfelf  gave  him  no  ajarm.    The  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times  were  indeed  critical,  on  account 
of  the  interefts  of  the  court,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
king's  intentions;  but  to  a  man  attached  to  his  duty, 
and  caring  little  for  the  lofs  of  his  place  while  fulfilling 
its  duties,  the  rifK  of  acceptance  was  not  great.    Befides, 
a  zealous  man  who  had  a  right  to  fome  confidence  in  his 
talents,  could  not  be  infenfible  to  the  hope  of  ferving 
his  country.     Roland  then  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
and  made  known  his  intentions  to  BrifTot.     The  follow- 
ing day,  the  latter  accompanied  Dumouriez,  who  came 
to  Roland's  houfe  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  after  the 
breaking  up  of  the  council,  to  inform  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  orders,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  that  the 
king  had  juft  chofen  him  minifter  for  the  home  depart- 
ment.    Dumouriez,  a  minifter  of  recent  date,  fpoke  of 
the  king's  fmcere  determination  to  fupport  the  cpnftitu- 
tion,  and  of  his  hope  of  feeing  the  machine  fet  to  work 
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ss  foon  as  the  fame  fpirit  fhould  pervade  the  whole  council, 
teftifying  at  the  fame  time  to  Roland  his  particular  fatis- 
fadtion  at  feeing  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  patriot  like 
him,  called  upon  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  government. 

Briffot  obferved,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  home  department  was  the  moft 
delicate,  and  the  moft  laborious;  and  that  the  minds  of 
the  friends  of  liberty  would  be  at  ealc  on  feeing  it  en- 
trufted  to  hands  fo  fteady  and  fo  pure.  The  conver- 
fation  pnifed  lightly  over  thefe  matters,  and  an  hour  of 
the  next  day  was  appointed  for  Roland  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king,  and  to  take  his  oath  and  his  feat  in  the  council. 
I  found  in  Dumo.iiriez  the  deliberate  air  of  a  foidier,  the 
addrefs  of  a  fkilful  courtier,  and  the  converfation  of  a 
man  of  wit,  but  not  the  fmaileft  trace  of  fmcerity  or 
truth. — On  comparing  this  man  with  his  new  colleague, 
wliofe  franknefs  and  aufterity  fometimes  bordered  upon 
rudenefs,  I  afked  myfelf  if  it  were  poiTible  for  beings 

fodiffimilar  to  ad  long  in  concert  ?^ '  There  goes  a 

man,*  faid  Roland,  on  their  taking  leave,  *  v/ho  difcovers 
a  great  deal  of  patriotifm,  and  appears  to  po/Tcfs  <ibili- 
ties.' — '  Yes,'  faid  J,  *  and  againft  whom  you  will  do 
well  to  be  on  your  guard ;  for  I  believe  him  capable 
of  worming  ycu  out  of  place  as  foon  as  any  man,  if  you 
do  not  {leer  a  courfe  to  pleafe  him.' — *  We  fhall  fee,' 
faid  Roland. 

The  firftmme  that  Roland  appeared  at  court  with  his 
ufual  philofbphic  drefs,  adopted  long  fince  for  die  fake 
of  convenience,  a  few  fcattered  hairs  combed  over  hiis 
venerable  forehead,  a  round  hat,  and  (I'ings  in  his 
fhoes,  all  the  court  lackeys,  who  attached  the  utmoft 
importance  to  that  etiquette' on  which  their  exittencc  de- 
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pended,  were  fcandalized,  and  in  a  manner  terrified  at 
the  fight. —  One  of  them  ftepping  up  to  Dumouriez  with 
horror  pi6lured  in  his  countenance,  whifpered  Vv'ith  a 
look  that  indicated  confternation,  Monfieur'^y  point  de 
loiicles  ajes  Jouliers.  Dumouriez,  ready  at  repariee,  and 
affuming  a  tragi-comic  tone,  cried  out,  Monfteur -^ !  tout 
eji perdu!  The  faying  was  foon  put  in  circulation,  and 
provoked  a  laugh  from  thofe  who  were  leaft  inclined 
to  be  merry. 

Louis  XVL  beha,ved  to  his  new  minifters  with  the 
greateft  appearance  of  fimplicity  and  good  nature.  This 
man  was  not  precifcly  what  he  was  reprefented  to  be 
by  thofe  who  took  a  pleafure  in  viHfying  him :  he  was 
neither  the  brutifh  blockhead,  v/ho  was  held  up  to  the 
contempt  of  the  people  j  nor  was  he  the  worthy  and 
kind  creature,  whom  his  friends  extolled  to  the 
ikies.  Nature  had  endowed  him  with  ordinary  faculties, 
which  would  have  ferved  him  well  in  an  obfcure  ftation, 
but  he  was  depraved  by  his  princely  education,  and 
ruined  by  his  mediocrity  in  difficult  times,  when  his  fal- 
vation  conld  only  be  effedled  by  the  union  of  genius 
and  virtue.  A.  common  underltanding,  educated  far 
the  throne,  and  taught  diffimulation  from  the  earlieft  in- 
fancy, has  a  great  advantage  in  its  commerce  with  m.an- 
kind.  The  art  of  fhewing  to  each  perfon  only  what  it 
is  proper  for  him  to  fee,  is  in  him  no  more  than  a  ha- 
bit, the  praitice  of  which  gives  him  the  appearance 
of  ability  ^  but  a  man  mufl  be  born  an  idiot  indeed  to 
appear  a   fool  in  fuch   a  fuuation.     Louis  XVL  pof- 

*  Sir!    there  are  no  buckles  in  bis  Ihoes ! 
f  Sir !  we  are  all  rained ! 

fefied 
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feired  befides  an  excellent  memory,  and  an  z&ive  turn 
of  mind ;  was  never  idle,  and  read   a  great  deal.     He 
had  alfo  a  ready  recolledlion  of  the  various   treaties  ex- 
ifting  between    France    and   the   neighbouring  nations, 
was  well  read  in  hiflory,   and  was  the  beil  geographer  in 
the  kingdom.     His  knowledge  of  the    names,   and  his 
application  of  them  to  the  faces,  of  all  the  perfons  about 
the  court  to   whom  they  belonged,    as  well  as   his   ac- 
quaintance with  the  anecdotes  peculiar  to  each,  had  been 
extended  to  all   the   individuals   who  had    diftinguifhed 
themfelves    in   any  manner  during  the  revolution ;    fo 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  prefent  to  him  a  candidate  for 
any  place,  concerning  whom  he  had  not  formed  an  opi- 
nion,   founded  on  particular   fafts.     But  Louis  XVI. 
without  elevation  of  foul,   energy  of  mind,    or  firmnefs 
of  temper,  had   fuffered  his   views    to  be   flill  further 
contracted,  and  his  fentiments    to  be    twifted,  if  I   may 
i]{h  the  expreffion,  by  religious  prejudices,    and  jefuiti- 
cal    principles.      Elevated    ideas    of   religion,  a   belief 
in   God,    and   the    hope    of  immortality,   accord    well 
with  philofophy,   and  fix  it  upon  a   broader   bafis,   at 
the  fame  time  that  they  compofe  the  bed  ornaments  of 
the  fuperflru6lure.     Woe  to  the  legiflacors  who  defpiie 
thefe   powerful    means  of  infpiring  political  virtue,    and 
of  preferving  the   morals  of  the  people  !     Even  if  they 
were  illufions  yet   unborn,    it    would   be   neceiXiry   to 
create  and  fofter  them  for  the  conlblation    of  mankind. 
But  the  religion  of  our  priefts  prefents  nothing  but  ob- 
jeds  of  puerile  fear,  and  miferable  mummeries,   to  fup- 
ply    the    place   of    good    aftions ;    and    fanftifies    be- 
fides  all   the  maxims  of  dcfpotifm  which    the   autho- 
rity  of  the  church   calls   in  to  its  aid.     Louis  XVI. 
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■was  afraid  of  hell,  and  of  excommunication  :  with  fuch 
weaknefs  as  this  it  was  impoffible  not  to  make  a  mifer- 
able  king.     Had  he   been  born  two  centuries  before, 
and    had  his   wife  been   a  rational   woman,    he   v/ould 
have  made  no  more  noife   in  the  world,   than   many 
other  princes  of  the  Capetian  line,  who  have   ''  frected 
their  hour  upon  the  ftage,"   without  doing  m.uch  good 
or  much   harm. — But  raifed    to  the  throne    when   the 
profligacy  of  Louis  XV's   court  v/as  at  the  higheft.  and 
the  diforder  of  the  finances  extreme,  he    was  led  away 
by  a  giddy  woman,  who  joined  to  Aullrian  infolence 
the  prefumption   of  youth  and  high  birth,   an  inordi- 
nate love  of  pleafure,   and  all  the  thoughtlelTnefs   of  a 
light  mind  3  and  who  v/as  herfelf  feduced  by  the  vices  of 
an  Afiatic  court,  for  which  fne  had  been  but  too  well  pre- 
pared by  the  example  of  her   miOther. — Louis  XVI, 
too  v,/eak  to  hold  the  reins  of  a  government  that  was 
running  to  deilrudiop,    hadened  their  common  ruin  by 
innum.erable  faults.     Necker,  who  always  mixed  up  pa- 
thos in  his  politics  as  he  did   in  his  ftyle,  was  a  man 
of  moderate  abilities,   of  vsrhom  the  public  entertained 
a   good  opinion,  becaufe  he  had  a  very  high  opinion 
of  himfelf,  and  proclaimed  it  without  referve  j  but  void 
of  all  political  fore  fight,  a  kind  of  outrageous  finan- 
cier,   who  could   calculate   nothing  but  the  contents  of 
a  purfe,  and  v/ho  fpoke  for  ever  of  his  chara6ler  with- 
out rhime  or  reafon,  as  wom.en  of  gallantry  do  of  their 
virtue  j    Necker  was  a  bad  pilot  for  France,  when  fuch 
a  frorm  was  gathering  round  the  horizon.     France  was  in 
a  manner  deftitute  cf  men  ;  their  fcarcity  has    been  truly 
furprifiiig    in    this    revoludon,     in    which    hardly   any 
thing   but  pigmies    have  appeared,      I   do   not  mean 

that 
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that  there  was  any  want  of  wit^  of  knowledge,  of  learn-? 
ingj  of  accompliflimencs,  or  of  phiiofophy.  Thefe  in- 
gredients,  on  the  contrary,  were  never  fo  common : 
it  was  like  the  laft  glimmering  of  an  expiring  taper  j 
but  as  to  that  energy  of  foul  which  J.  J.  Rouffeau  has. 
fo  well  defined  by  calling  it  the  firft  attribute  of  a  hero, 
fupported  by  that  folidity  of  judgment  which  knows  how 
tQ  fet  a  true  value  upon  every  thing,  and  by  thofe 
CKtenfive  views  v/hich  look  into  futurity,  conftituting 
together  the  character  of  a  great  man,  they  were  fought; 
for  every  where,  and  were  fcarcely  any  where  xo  be 
found. 

Louis  XVI.  conftantly  flu6luating  between  the  fear 
of  irritating  his  fubjcfls,  and  the  inclination  of  keeping 
them  in  awe,  while  incapable  of  governing  them,  con- 
vened the  ftates  general  inftead  of  retrenching  his  ex- 
pences,  and  introducing  order  into  his  court.  After 
having  himfelf  fowed  the  feeds,  ar;d  provided  the  means 
of  innovation,  he  attempted  to  prevent  it  by  the  affec- 
tation of  a  power,  againft  which  he  had  eftablifhed  a 
principle  of  eounteradlion,  and  by  fo  doing  only  taught 
his  people  to  refift.  Nothing  rem.ained  for  him  but  to 
facrifice  one  portion  of  his  authority  with  a  good  grace, 
in  order  to  preferve  in  tae  other  the  means  of  re- 
covering the  whole ;  but  for  want  of  knowing  how  to 
go  about  it,  he  turned  his  attention  to  petty  intrigues,  the 
only  kind  familiar  to  the  perfons  chofen  by  himfelf^ 
or  favoured  by  the  queen.  He  had  however  referved 
in  the  conflitution  fufficient  means  of  power  and  of  hap- 
pineis,  had  he  known  how  to  be  content]  fo  that, 
wanting  as  he  was  in  abilities  to  prevent  its  eftablirhmiCnt, 
Jie  jnight  fliil  have  been  iaved  by  the  re(5i:itude  of  his 

conduct. 
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condudj  Ifafcer  having  accepted  it,  he  had  fincerely  en- 
deavoured to  promote  its  execution.     But  always  proteft- 
ing,  on  one  hand,   his  intention  to  fupport  v/hat   he  vi^as 
undermining  on  the   other,   the  obliquity   of  his    pro- 
ceedings,  and   the   fallacy    of  his   conduft,    began   by 
,  awakenirg  diftruft,  and  ended  by  exciting  indignation. 
As  foon  as   he  had  appointed  patriotic  minifters,  he 
made  it  his  fole  ftudy  to  infpire  them  with  confidence  j 
and  fo  well  did  he   fucceed,    that  during  the  firft  three 
"weeks,  Roland  and  Ciaviere  were  enchanted  with  the 
good  intendons  of  the  king.     They  dreamt  of  nothing 
but   a  better  order  of  things,   and    flattered   themfelves 
that  the  revolution  was  at  an  end,     *  Good   heaven  !' 
I  ufed  to  fay,   '  I  never  fee  you  fet  off  for  the  council 
with  that  wonderful  confidence,   but  it  feems  to  me  that 
you  are  about  to  commit  fome  egregious  a6t:  of  folly.* 
^  I  affure  you,'  would  Ciaviere  anfwer,  *  the  king  is  per- 
feclly  fenfible,  that  his    intereft   is  connefted   with  the 
obfervance  of  the  new  laws :  he  reafons  too  pertinently 
on   the   fubjeft    not    to   be   convinced    of  it.'     *■  Ma 
foii     added  Roland,    ^  if  he   be  not   an    honefl  man, 
he   is  the  moil  arrant  knave   in   the  kingdom :    it   is 
impoffible  for  difllmulation  to  be   carried  to  fo  great  a 
length.'     As  to  me,  I  always  replied,  I  had  no  faith 
in  that  love  for  the  conftitution    profcfled   by  a  man 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  prejudices  of  defpo- 
tifm,  and  in  the  habits   of  enjoying  it,    and  whofe  re- 
cent eonduft  proved  him  wandng  both  in  genius  and 
virtue. — My  great  argument  was  the  flight  to  Varennes. 
The   fittings  of  the  council  were  held  in  a  manner 
that  might  pafs  for  decent,  in  comparifon  of  what  they 
afterwards  became  \  but  with  puerility,  if  regard  be  had 

to. 
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to  the  important  matters  which  called  for  difcuffion. 
Each  of  the  minifters  who  had  hns  *  to  be  figned,  or 
bufinefs  of  a  fimilar  nature,  regulated  by  the  law,  pecu- 
liar to  his  department,  and  concerning  which  there  was 
no  occafion  to  deliberate,  waited  upon  the  king,  on  the 
day  appointed,  previoufly  to  the  meeting  of  the  coun- 
cil, to  tranfacl  thofe  particular  and  fubordinate  affairs. 
They  all  repaired  afterwards  to  the  council  chamber; 
and  there  the  proclamations  that  related  to  the  fubje6ls 
of  difcuffion  were  taken  out  of  the  port-folio.  The 
miniiter  of  juftice  next  prefented  the  decrees  for  the  royal 
aflentj  and  then  the  council  proceeded,  or  ought  to 
have  proceeded,  to  deliberate  upon  the  operations  of 
government,  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  queflion  of  peace  and  war,  &c.  As  to  proclama- 
tions adapted  to  exifting  circumftances,  it  v/as  only  ne- 
ceflluy  to  examine  the  decree,  and  the  propriety  of  its 
application,  which  was  readily  done.  All  this  time  the 
kingfuffered  his  minifters  to  confer,  while  lie  read  the  ga- 
zette, or  the  Engliiii  newfpapers  in  the  original  language, 
'  or  elfe  wrote  a  fev/  letters.  The  fandlioning  of  decrees 
obtained  more  of  his  attention :  he  feldom  gave  his  con- 
fent  eafily  i  and  never  without  a  refufaf  always  declining  to 
accede  to  the  firft  requell,  and  podponing  the  matter  to  the 
next  meeting,  when  he  came  with  his  opinion  ready  formed, 
though  appearing  to  ground  it  upon  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  the  debate.  As  to  great  politicalaffairs,  he  often, 
eluded  their  inveftigation,  by  fhifdng  the  converfation  to 
general  topics,  or  to  fubjefts  fuited  to  each  particular  per- 
fon.     U  war  were  the  queRion,  he  would  talk  cf  tra- 

*  Orders  on  the  Treafury. 
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nrelling  ;  if  diplomatic  concerns  were  upon  the  carpet;> 
he  would  advert  to  the  manners,  or  inquire  into  the 
local  peculiarities  of  the  country;  Of  if  the  rtate  of  af- 
fairs at  home  were  in  difcuffion,  he  would  dvvell  upon 
fome  trilling  detail  of  economy  or  agriculture.  Roland 
he  would  quefcion  about  his  works,  Dumouriez  con- 
cerning anecdotes,  and  fo  on :  the  council-chamber  was 
converted  into  a  coffee-room,  where  the  governors  of 
the  empire  amufed  themfeives  with  idle  chat :  no  mi- 
nutes were  taken  of  the  proceedings  j  there  was  no  fe- 
cretary  to  keep  them ;  nor  was  any  thing  done  in  a 
fitting  of  three  hours  except  figning  a  few  papers* 
Such  was  the  farce  that  was  a6led  three  times  a  v/eek. 

«  Why  it  is  pitiable  !'   cried  I  out  of  all  padence^ 

when  on  Roland's  return,  I  inquired  what  had  paffed— ^ 
'  You  are  all  in  good  humour,  becaufe  you  experience 
no  contradi6l:ion,  and  are  treated  with  civility*  You 
feem  indeed  to  do  whatever  you  pleafe  in  your  feveral 
departments  ;  but  I  am  fadiy  afraid  that  you  are  duped 
— '  the  public  bufmefs  however  is  not  at  a  ftand'— * 
*  no,  but  much  time  is  loft  j  for  in  the  torrent  of  affairs 
that  overwhelms  you,  I  would  rather  fee  you  employ 
three  hours  in  folitary  meditation  on  the  great  interefts 
of  the  ftate,  than  fpend  them  in  idle  con  verfation.'  In 
the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  making  preparations, 
and  it  had  become  abfolutely  necefiary  to  declare  war ; 
a  meafure  which  was  the  fiibjeS;  of  an  animated  difcuf- 
fion, and  which  the  king  did  not  feem  to  take  with- 
out extreme  repugnance.  He  had  long  delayed  the 
decifion  j  and  appeared  only  to  yield  to  the  well-known 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  afiembly,  and  to  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  council.  Soon  after,  the  con- 
8  tinuation 
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tinuatlon  or  the  multipl-cky  of  religious  troubles  fen* 
dered  thofe  coercive  nieaftrres  iRdifpenfable,  which  the 
minifter  of  the  intenor  had  long  folicited  in  vain,  whik 
the  threatening,  and  formidable  attitude  of  the  foreign 
srmies  infpired  the  minitier  of  war  \vi:h  the  idea  of  a 
reeulationj  which  the  convention  adopted  -vvith  enthufi- 
afm,  and  decreed  without  delay. 

It  is  true  that  thciC  two  decrees,  one  for  the  fbrfnadon 
of  a  camp  of  twenty  thbufand  men  near  Paris,  the  other 
concerning  the  priefis,  were  altogether  decifive.     The 
court    perceived   that  they    would   overturn    its    lecret 
treachery,  the   partial   revolts  fomented    by   fanaticifm, 
and  the  progtefs  of  the  enemy,  which  it  favoured.     Ihe 
king  was  too  f.rmly  relblved  to  refufe  his  afient,   to  be 
in  any  hade   to   cchfefs   his  determination,   and  deviicd 
various  pretences  by  mieans  of  which  he  eluded  the  quef- 
tion  for  more  than  a  fortnight.     The  difcuffion   of  this 
matter  was  feveral  times  renewed.     Roland  and  Servzn 
were  urgent   in  their   reprefentations,  becaufe  each   of 
them  felt  the  importance  and  necefnty  of  the  law  that 
regarded  his   parcicular  deparcment  j  the  general  advan- 
tage was  evident  to  all,  and  the  f  x  minifters  in  this  re- 
fpecl   were    all   of  the   fame    opinion.     In   the    niean 
time    Dumouriez,    whofe  loofe  converfation  the    king 
encouraged,  and  whoftr  manners  did  not  render  him  un- 
fit for  the  meridian  of  a  court,  was  fent  for  feveral  times 
to  the  queen.     He  had  a  little  affront  to  revenge,  and 
wifhed  to  get  rid  of  colleagues,    wh  )fe    auilcrity   ac- 
corded   ill  v/ith   his  gay  turn   of  mind  :  hence  he  was 
induced  to  enter  into  agreements  of  which  the  effcdl  Vv/as 
foon  perceived. 

As  to  me,    I  felt  a  kind  of  agitation  dilHcult  to  de- 
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fcribe :  delighted  with   the  revolution  j  perfuaded  that, 
with  all   its  faults,   it  was  neceffary  to  enforce  the  con-- 
flitutionj   and  ardently  defiring  to  fee  ny  country  prof- • 
per,  the  lowering  afped    of  public  affairs   gave    me  a  i 
moral   fever,   which  raged   without  intermiffjon.     The 
king's   delays  demonftrated  his  dupUcity  ;  and   Roland. I 
had  no  longer  any  doubt   upon-  the   fubjecft :  there   re- 
mained then  but  one  refolution  for  an   honeft  minifter 
to  take,   and  that    was   to   go   out   of  office,    in    cafe 
Louis  XVI.  fliould  obftinately  refufe  to  take   the  mea- 
fures  neceflary  for  the  falvation  of  the  ilate. 

That  ftep,  unattended  by  any  other,  might  perhaps, 
have  fa tis lied  the  confcicnce   of  a  timid  man  i  but   for 
a  zealous  citizen,  it   is  not  enough   to  renounce  a  poft 
in  which  good  is  no  longer  to  be  done  i  it  behoves  him 
to  fay  Jo  with  energy,    that   he  may  throw  light  upon 
the  public  calamities,  and  render  his  refignation  bene- 
ficial to  his  country.—Roland  and  I  had  long  lamented 
the  weaknefs  of  his  colleagues.     The   tardinels  of  the 
king  had  fuggefted  the  idea,  that  it  might  be  of  great 
ufe   to   addrcfs   a   letter   to  him    from    the    minifters 
colleftively,     fetting    forth     the     reafons     which    had 
already   been  given    in  the    council,    but  which,  vv^hcn 
exprelTed  upon    paper,  and  figned   by  them   all,  with 
the  offer  of  their  refignation  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhould 
not   think    proper    to    liften    to    their    reprefentations, 
might  either  force  him  to  compliance,,  or  expofe  him  to 
the  eyes  of  all  France.    I  drew  up  the  letter,  after  having 
agreed  upon  the  fundamental  points  with  Roland,  and 
Roland  made  the  propofal  to  his  colleagues, — All  ap- 
proved of  the  idea,  but  moft  of  them  differed  as  to  the 
execution.     Claviere  objefted  to  fome  phrafe  or  other ; 
Duranthon  was  inclined  to  temporize ;  and  Lacofte  was 

in 
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in  no  hafte  to  fnbfcribe  his  name.  As  fuch  a  meafure 
'  fhould  be  the  efFed  of  a  firft  glance  and  of  a  lively 
fenfe  of  its  propriety,  the  failure  of  our  attempt 
was  a  hint  nor  to  repeat  it.  It  became  then  necef- 
farv  to  a6t  in  an  infulated  character,  and  fmce  the  coun- 
oil  had  not  fpirit  enough  to  ftand  fordi  together,  it 
behoved  the  man  who  fct  events  at  a  defiance  to  take 
upon  himfelf  a  tafk  which  the  whole  body  fhould  have 
fulfilled :  the  qucftion  was  no  longer  to  refign,  but  to 
defer ve  to  be  difmifled — to  fay,  do  thus  or  we  will  re- 
tire J  but  to  aiTcrt  that  all  was  loft  unlefs  a  proper  line 
of  conduft  were  purfucd. 

I  compofed  the  famous  letter.  Here  I  mud  digrels 
for  a  moment  to  clear  up  the  doubts,  and  to  fix  the 
opinion  of  a  number  of  perfons,  of  whom  the  greater 
part  only  allow  me  a  little  merit,  that  they  may  deny  it 
to  my  hufband,  while  many  others  fuppofe  me  to  have 
had  a  kind  of  influence  in  public  affairs  entirely  difcor- 
dant  with  my  turn  of  mind.  Studious  habits  and  a  tafte 
for  literature  made  me  pardcipate  in  his  labours,  as  long 
as  he  remained  a  private  individual — I  wrote  with  him 
as  I  ate  with  him,  becaufe  one  was  almoft  as  natural 
to  me  as  the  other,  and  becaufe  rriy  cxiftence  being  de- 
voted to  his  happinefs,  I  applied  myfelf  to  thofe  things 
which  gave  him  the  grearefc  pleafure.  Roland  wrote 
treatifes  on  the  arts ;  I  did  the  fame,  although  the  fub- 
je6t  was  tedious  to  me.  Fie  was  fond  of  erudition;  I 
helped  him  to  purfue  his  critical  refearches.  Did  he 
wilh,  by  way  of  recreation,  to  compofe  an  elTay  for 
fome  academy  ?  we  fat  down  to  write  in  concert,  or  elfe 
feparately,  that  we  might  afterwards  compare  our  pro- 
ductions,  choofe  the   beft,  or   comprefs  them  into  one. 
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If  he  had  written  homilies^  I  fhould  have  written  homi- 
lies alfo.  When  he  became  minifier  I  did  not  interfere 
with  his  adminifcration  j  but  if  a  circular  letter,  a  fet  of 
inftrudions,  or  an  important  flate  paper,  were  wanting, 
we  talked  the  matter  over  with  our  ufual  freedom,  and 
imprelTed  with  his  ideas,  and  pregnant  with  my  own,  I 
took  up  the  pen,  which  I  had  more  leifure  to  condu6l 
than  he  had. 

Our  principles  and  our  turn  of  mind  being  the  fame, 
we  came  to  a  final  agreement  as  to  the  form,  and  my 
hufband  ran  no  rifle  in  paffing  through  my  hands.  I 
could  advance  nothing  warranted  by  juftice  or  reafon, 
"which  he  was  not  capable  of  realizing,  or  fupporting  by 
his  energy  and  condud:;  but  my  language  exprefled 
more  ftrongly  than  his  words,  v/hat  he  had  done  or 
what  he  promifed  to  do.  Roland  without  me  would 
not  have  been  a  worfe  minifter ;  his  activity,  and  his 
knowledge,  as  well  as  his  probity,  were  all  his  own ; 
but  with  me  he  attrafted  more  attention,  becaufe  I  in- 
fufed  into  his  writings  that  mixture  of  fpirit  and  of  foft- 
nefs,  of  authoritative  reafon,  and  of  feducing  fentiment, 
which  are  perhaps  only  to  be  found  in  a  woman  en- 
dowed with  a  clear  head  and  a  feeling  heart.  I  com- 
pofed  v/ith  delight  fuch  pieces  as  I  deemed  likely  to 
be  of  ufe,  and  felt  greater  pleafure  in  fo  doing  than  if 
I  had  been  known  as  the  author.  I  am  avaricious  of 
happinefs :  with  me  it  confifts  in  the  good  I  do :  I  do 
not  even  (land  in  need  of  glory  j  nor  can  I  find  any  part 
in  this  world  that  fuits  me,  but  that  of  Providence.  I  al- 
low the  malicious  to  look  upon  this  confeffion  as  a  piece 
of  impertinence  which  it  mufl:  fomewhat  rcfemblei 
I  thofe 
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thofe  who  know  me  however  will  fee  nothing  in  it  but 
what  is  fmcere,  like  myfelf. 

I  return  to  the  letter,  which  was  fketched  with  a 
ftroke  of  the  pen,  as  was  nearly  the  cafe  with  every 
thing  I  did  of  the  kind  ;  for  to  feel  the  necefllty  and 
propriety  of  a  thing,  to  conceive  its  good  effedt,  to 
defire  to  produce  it,  and  to  caft  into  the  mould  the 
object  from  which  that  effedl  was  to  refult,  were  to 
me  but  one  and  the  fame  operation.  While  we  were 
reading  over  this  letter  together,  who  fhould  be  pre- 
fent  in  my  hufband's  clofet,  but  that  very  Pache^, 
who,  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  calumniated 
Roland,  and  now  perfecutes  us,  as  the  enemies  of  li- 
berty.— '  'Tis  a  very  bold  ftep,'  faid  the  hypocrite, 
whom  I  took  for  a  fage. — ^  Very  bold  !  without  doubt> 
but  juft  and  necefTary  j  what  Iignifies  any  thing  elfe  ?'-— 
Roland  repaired  to  the  council,  on  the  loth  of  June, 
with  the  letter  in  his  pocket,  and  with  the  defign  of  firfl 
reading  it  aloud  to  his  cclleaguesj  and  then  putting  it 
into  the  king's  hands.  The  debate  concerning  the  fanc- 
tioning  of  the  two  decrees  began  j  but  was  fufpended  by 
the  kirfg,  who  told  his  minifters  to  have  each  his  writ- 
ten opinion  ready  to  deliver  to  him  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  council.  Roland  could  have  delivered  his  with- 
out delay :  he  thought  however,  after  what  had  juft  been 
faid,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  wait  out  of  a 
fort  of  regard  to  his  colleagues  j  but  on  his  return  home 
we  were  of  opinion,  that  he  could  not  do  better  than' 
difpatch  his  letter,  to  which  he  added  three  or  four 
miffive  lines. 

The  next  day,  at  eight  o'clock  iii  the  evening,  I  favr 
Servan  walk  into  my  apartment  with  a  joyful  counte- 

C  2.  nance. 


(    10   y 

nance.  *  Congratulate  me,'  faid  he,  *  I  am  turned  out/ 
*  I  am  much  mortified/  anfwered  I,  '  at  your  being  the 
firft  to  have  that  honour ;  but  I  hope  that,  ere  long,  it 
will  be  awarded  to  my  hulband.' — Servan  related  to  me 
that  having  been  on  bufinefs  with  the  king  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  had  endeavoured  to  fpeak  to  him  about  the, 
camp  j  that  the  king,  with  evident  marks  of  ill  hu- 
mour, had  by  turning  his  back  upon  him  put  an  end 
to  the  converfation ;  and  that  at  the  very  inftant  Du- 
mouriez  came  up,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  demand 
his  port  folio,  of  which  he  was  going  to  take  charge 
himfelf, — '  Dumouriez  ?  His  condudt  furprifes  me  litde, 
but  it  is  infamous,  and  the  other  minifters  in  that  cafe 
ought  not  to  wait  for  their  difmiffion.  It  would  be- 
come them  better  to  write  to  the  king,  that  they  can 
no  longer  fit  at  the  council  board  with  Dumouriez : 
we  mull  fend  for  them  to  confult  about  it.'  Nobody 
but  Claviere  and  Duranthon  came,  and  they  were  peo- 
ple who  never  knew  how  to  take  a  decifive  meafure. 
It  v/as  agreed  upon  that  they  fhould  return  the  next 
morning,  after  due  deliberation,  and  that  Roland  fhould 
have  a  letter  prepared  for  them  all  to  fign.  At  the  fame 
time  he  communicated  to  them  the  one  which  he  had 
fent  in  the  morning,  and  from  which  he  expedled  the 
fame  treatment  as  Servan  had  met  widi  before. — 1  do 
not  know  whether,  for  that  very  reafcn,  thefe  gende- 
men,  who  were  fond  of  their  places,  might  not  ima- 
gine, that  the  two  minifters  die  mod  urgent  for  the 
decrees,  would  be  the  only  ones  facrificed,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  expofe  themfelves  ralhly  to  the  fame 
fate.  The  next  morning  they  did  not  think  proper  to 
write,  but  deemed  it  moft  advifeable  to  go  and  fpeak 
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to  the  king  In  perfon ,  a  meafure  contrary  to  common 
fenfe  ;  for  when  it  is  neceflary  to  fpeak  plain  truths  to  a 
perfon  entitled  by  his  fituation  to  a  great  deal  of  refpeft, 
it  is  much  more  advantageous  to  do  it  by  letter.  Ro- 
land, who  had  fulfilled  his  tafk,  could  do  no  more  than 
join  them  upon  this  occafion ;  and  they  all  repaired  to 
Lacofte's,  with  the  intention  of  afking  him  to  be  of  the 
party.  Lacofte  was  doubtful,  and  appeared  to  hefitate, 
when  a  meffenger  from  the  king  brought  Duranthon  an 
order  to  go  immediately,  and  alone,  to  the  palace.-— 
'  We  will  go  and  wait  for  you  at  your  own  houfe,'  faid 
Claviere  and  Roland. — Scarcely  had  they  reached  the 
palace  of  juftice,  when  Duranthon  returned  with  along 
face,  and  a  hypocritical  look ;  and  drew  flowly  out  of 
his  pocket  what  was  called  a  lettre  de  cachstj  containing 
the  difcharge  of  his  two  colleagues.  *  You  make  us 
wait  a  long  while  for  our  liberty,'  faid  Roland,  taking 
the  paper  with  a  fmile.  *  Ay,  our  liberty  is  here  in- 
deed.'— He  returned  home,  and  brought  me  the  intelli- 
gence, for  which  I  was  well  prepared. — ^  One  thing  re- 
mains to  be  done,*  faid  I,  with  animation  j  '  and  that  is, 
to  be  the  firft  to  acquaint  the  affembly  with  your  dif- 
miflion,  fending  them  at  the  fame  time  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  king,  by  which  it  has  certainly  been  occa- 
lioned.'  This  idea  pleafed  him  much,  and  we  pat  it 
immediately  into  exeeudon. — I  forefaw  that  it  would 
have  a  great  effetl ;  nor  was  I  deceived :  it  anfwcred  a 
double  purpofe  j  utility  and  glory  v;ere  the  confequences 
of  my  hufband's  retreat.  I  had  not  been  proud  of  his 
elevation  to  the  minifiry,  but  I  was  proud  of  his  difgrace. 
I  have  faid  that  Dumourlez  had  a  litde  affront  to 
revenge  by  entering  into  a  league  with  the  court  againfl 
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Ills  colleagues.  The  circumftance  that  gave  rife  to  it 
was  as  follows. 

Bonne-Carrere,  a  handfome  man,  who  had  the  repu- 
tation and  manners  of  an  intriguer,  and  who  owed  the 
crofs  of  St.  Lewis  which  decorated  his  perfon  to  the 
intereft  of  Dumouriez,  was  chofen  by  the  latter  for  his 
principal  agent,  and  appointed  director  general  of  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  faw  him  once  only,  when  Dumouriez  brought  him 
to  dine  with  me ;  and  was  as  little  impofed  upon  by  his 
agreeable  outfide  as  by  that  of  Herault  de  Sechelles. 
'  All  thefe  handfome  fellows,'  faid  I  to  a  friend,.  '  feem 
to  me  to  be  but  poor  patriots ;  they  appear  too  fond  of 
themfelves  not  to  prefer  their  own  pretty  perfons  to  the 
public  good  J  nor  can  I  ever  help  being  tempted  to 
lower  their  conceit,  by  affetSling  to  be  blind  to  the  ad- 
vantage on  which  they  pride  themfelves  the  moft.* 

I  more  than  once  heard  grave  men,  members  of  the 
legiflature,  fome  of  thofe  noble  originals  who  kept  ho- 
nour and  probity  alive,  and  who  are  now  declared  in- 
famous on  that  account ;  I  heard  them  lament  the  choice 
that  Dumouriez  had  made,  and  contend  that  patriotic 
niinifters,  to  give  flrength  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  Ihould 
be  particularly  careful  to  commit  every  part  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  to  the  purell  hands.  I  know  that  Dumou- 
riez was  mildly  remonftrated  with,  and  that  he  urged  in 
excufe  the  underftanding  and  talents  of  Bonne-Carrere^ 
to  whom  wit,  verfatility,  and  a  mind  fertile  in  refources, 
could  not  be  denied  j  but  a  rumour  got  abroad  of  an 
affair  managed  by  Bonne-Carrere,  on  account  of  which 
a  hundred  thoufand  livres  had  been  depofited  in  a  no- 
tary's hands,    A  part  of  it  was  intended  for  madam  de 
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Beauvait.  This  lady  was  Dumouriez'  midrefs,  a  wo- 
man of  eafy  virtue,  and  fifler  to  Rivarol;  living  in  the 
midfl  of  people  of  difiblute  manners,  and  difgufting  ari- 
ftocracy.  I  have  forgot  the  nature  of  the  affair,  and  th6 
parties  -,  but  the  names,  the  dates,  and  the  particulars, 
were  known,  and  the  fadt  v/as  undoubted.  '  It  was 
agreed  that  Dumouriez  fhould  be  ferioufly  reqiiefted  to 
difmifs  Bonne-Carrere,  and  to  preferve,  or  to  put  on  a 
decency  of  demeanor,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  foi* 
him  to  remain  in  the  miniftry,  and  to  avoid  injury  to  the 
good  caufe.  Genfonne,  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Dumouriez ;  and  BriiTot,  to  whom  all  Bonne-Car- 
rere's  tricks  had  been  denounced,  determined  to  fpeak 
to  him  at  Roland's,  in  his  prefence,  and  in  that  of  three 
or  four  other  perfons,  either  his  colleagues,  or  members 
of  the  legiflative  body.  Accordingly,  after  dining  at  my 
table,  and  retiring  into  the  room  which  I  generally  in- 
habited, the  grievance  was  fet  forth,  and  the  obferva- 
tions  it  warranted,  were  made  to  Dumouriez.  Roland, 
with  all  the  gravity  of  his  age  and  charader,  took  th^ 
liberty  of  infifting  upon  the  matter,  as  interefting  to  the 
whole  miniftry.  Nothing  being  lefs  agreeable  to  DU' 
raouriez  than  this  precifion,  and  the  tone  of  renron- 
ftrance,  he  endeavoured  at  firft  to  give  the  fubjedt  a 
light  turn;  but  finding  himfelf  hard  prefled  by  fober  ar- 
gument, he  grew  angry,  and  took  leave  with  an  air  of 
difcontent.  Fronri'  that  day  he  ceafed  to  vifit  the  meni- 
bers  of  the  afTembly,  and  did  not  feerti  fa.tisfiisd  when  h^ 
met  them  at  my  houfe,  whither  he  came  much  lefs  fre- 
quently than  before.  Refleding  upon  this  condud,  I 
told  Roland,  *  that,  without  pretending  to  be  verfed 
ia  intrigue,  I  believed,    according  to  the  practice  of 
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the  world,  the  hour  of  ruining  Dumonriez  was  at  hand, 
if  he  did  not  wifh  to  be  overturned  himfelf.  *  I  know 
very  well,'  added  I,  *  that  you  will  not  defcend  to  fuch 
manoeuvres  j  but  it  is  not  the  lefs  true^,  that  Dumouriez 
will  certainly  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  thofe  by  whofe 
cenfure  he  has  been  offended.  When  a  man  once  be- 
gins to  read  ledlures,  and  does  it  to  no  purpofe,  he  muft 
punilh,  or  expefl  to  be  molefted.*  Dumouriez,  who 
was  partial  to  Bonne-Carrere,  made  him  his  confidant  as 
far  as  he  was  perfonally  concerned  j  and  Bonne-Carrere, 
who  had  accefs  to  the  queen  by  means  of  feveral  women 
with  whom  he  was  conneded,  found  means  tq  hufh 
up  the  difgraceful  ftory.  Intrigues  were  fet  on  footj 
the  famous  decrees  followed;  and  although  Dumou- 
riez was  for  giving  them  the  royal  affent,  he  con- 
trived to  keep  in  favour  at  court,  and  was  of  ufe^ 
after  the  departure  of  his  colleagues,  either  by  propof- 
ing  fucceffors,  or  by  accepting  the  war  department ; 
though,  by  the  way,  he  did  not  keep  it  long]  for  the 
court,  which  at  firfb  had  been  glad  to  retain  him,  that 
they  might  not  appear  to  difmifs  all  the  minifters  de- 
nominated patriots  at  once,  got  rid  of  him  foon  after. 
But  he  was  too  dexterous  not  to  avoid  a  total  difgrace, 
and  (btained  employment  in  tlie  army  copformable  to 
his  rank. 

Even  the  patriots  imagined  it  was  advifable  to 
turn  his  talents  to  account,  arid  were  in  hopes  that  he 
would  make  a  good  ufe  of  them  in  his  military  career, 
— One  of  the  principal  difficulties  that  embarraiied  go- 
vernment, after  the  loth  of  Augufl^  wai>  to  find  perfons 
fir  to  fill  public  employs,  particularly  in  that  line.  The 
old  governriient  had  conferred  the  rank  of  officer  upon 
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none  but  nobles ;  and  knowledge  and  experience  were 
concentrated  in  their  order ;  but  the  people  were  uneafy 
at  feeing  them  intruded  with  the  condiid;  of  the  forces 
intended  to  fupport  a  conftitution  adverfe  to  their  in- 
terefl.  Struck  with  this  contrail,  they  could  not,  like 
the  enlightened  part  of  mankind,  judge  of  the  reafons  of 
confidence,  founded  on  one  man's  difpofition,  on  the 
paffions  of  another,  and  on  the  principles  of  a  third. 
Their  flatterers,  on  the  contrary,  aggravated  their  fears, 
and  excited  their  diftruft :  everlafting  denunciators,  they 
fet  thcmfelves  up  as  enemies  to  every  man  in  place,  that 
they  might  eftablifh  themfelves  in  thofe  places  which  befl: 
fuited  their  ambidon  :  fuch  is  the  fyftem  of  all  agitators, 
from  Hippo,  the  orator  of  Syracufe,  to  Robclpierre, 
Xht  fpeechifier  of  Paris. 

Roland,  recalled  to  the  miniftry,  thought  that  the 
public  good,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  made  it 
his  duty  to  do  away  all  idea  of  oppoficion  between  Du- 
mouriez  and  himfelf,  fince  each  was  ferving  the  repub- 
lic in  his  way.  "  The  chances  in  politics,"  faid  he  in 
his  letter,  "  are  as  uncertain  as  in  war;  /am  again  in 
"  the  executive  council;  you  are  at  the  head  of  an 
"  army  :  you  have  the  errors  of  your  adminiftration  to 
^*  efface  from  the  public  mind,  and  laurels  to  gather  in 
"  the  field  of  iMars !  You  were  led  into  an  intrigue 
"^  which  made  you  do  an  ill  office  to  your  colleagues, 
**  and  were  duped,  in  your  turn,  by  the  very  court 
"  whofe  favour  you  were  flriving  to  prefcrve.  But 
**  you  are  not  unlike  thofe  valorous  knights,  who  were 
**  every  now  and  then  guil'.y  of  licde  roguifn  tricks, 
*'  at  whicli  they  were  the  firU  to  laugh  themfelves;  but 
"  who  fought  neverthelefs  like  furies,  when  their  ho- 
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*^  nour  was  at  ftake.  It  mull  be  confelled  that  this 
**■  characSter  does  not  very  well  accord  with  republican 
**  aufterity :  it  is  the  confequence  of  thofe  mannerSj 
*'  which  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  throw  off,  and  for 
"  which  you  will  be  fore  of  a  pardon^  if  you  beat  the 
"  enemy.  You  will  find  me  in  the  council  ever  ready 
"  to  fecond  your  enterprifes  as  long  as  they  have  the 
"  public  welfare  in  view.  Where  that  is  concerned  I 
"  am  a  ilranger  to  all  favour  and  affeclion ;  and  Ihall 
"  look  up  to  you  as  to  one  of  the  faviours  of  my  coun- 
'^  try,  provided  you  devote  yourfelf  fmcerely  to  its  de- 
*'  fence."-— Dumouriez's  anfwer  was  fpirited,  and  his 
conduct  no  lefs  fo — he  repulfed  the  Pruffians. 

I  remember  at  this  period,  fome  hopes  were  en- 
tertained of  detaching  them  from  the  league,  and  fome 
overtures  made  in  confequence ;  but  they  led  to  nothing. 
He  came  to  Paris  after  the  enemy  had  evacuated  our 
territory,  to  concert  the  plan  of  his  Belgic  campaign. 
Roland  faw  him  at  the  council  chamber,  and  once 
he  came  to  dine  at  our  houfe,  with  feveral  other 
gjaefts.  When  he  entered  the  room,  he  appeared  a 
little  embarraffed,  and  offered  me  a^  beautiful  bouquet 
which  he  had  in  his  hand,  v,'ith  foQiewhat  of  an  awk- 
ward air  for  a  man  of  fo  much  affurance.  ,  I  fipiled,  and 
told  him.>  that  the  tricks  of  fortune  were  whimfical 
enough;  and  that  doubtlefs  he  never  expeded  ^h& 
would  enable  me  to  receive  him  again  in  that  hotel; 
but  flowers  did  not  the  lefs  become  the  conqueror 
of  the  Pruffians,  and  that  I  received  them  with  pleafure 
from  his  hand,  After  dinner  he  propofed  going  to  the 
opera.  That,  again,  was  a  remiUant  of  the  old  folly 
of  our  generals,  whofe  cuftom  it  was  to  ihew  them- 
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felves  at  the  playhoufe,  and  feek  theatrical  crowns 
whenever  they  had  obtained  an  advantage  over  the 
enemy.  Somebody  afked  me  if  I  did  not  intend  to  be 
there  J  but  I  declined  giving  an  anfvver,  becaufe  it  was 
neither  confident  with  my  character  nor  my  manners  to 
appear  in  public  with  Dumouriez.  When  the  company 
was  gone,  however,  I  propofed  to  Vergniaux  to  take  a 
feat  in  my  box,  in  company  with  my  daughter  and 
myfelf.  We  went  thither,  and  were  told  by  the  afto- 
niflied  box-keeper  that  the  minifter's  box  was  full. 
'  That  is  impoflible,'  faid  I  -,  for  nobody  could  go  Into 
it  without  a  ticket  figned  by  him,  and  I  had  not  given  a 
fingle  one  away. — *  But  it  is  the  minifter  himfelf^  and 
he  infilled  upon  admifiion.' — '  No,  that  cannot  be  :  open 
the  door,  and  I  fliall  foon  fee  who  it  is.'  Two  or  three 
Jans- culottes i  in  the  Ihape  of  bullies,  were  {landing  in  the 
lobby.  *  Don't  open  the  door,'  cried  they,  *  the  mi- 
nifter is  there.' — *  I  cannot  help  it,'  anfwered  the  wo- 
man, who  inftantly  obeyed  me  5  and  there  I  difcovered 
Danton's  broad  face,  that  of  Fabre,  and  two  or  three 
women  of  fufpicious  appearance.  The  opera  was  be- 
gun 5  their  eyes  were  turned  upon  the  ftagej  and  Dan- 
ton  was  leaning  over  towards  the  next  box  to  fpeak  to 
Dumouriez,  whom  I  recognized  immediately.  All  this 
I  faw  at  a  fingle  glance,  without  being  perceived  by  any 
body  in  the  box,  and  pufhing  the  door  to,  made  a  hafty 
retreat.  *  Why,  indeed,'  faid  I  to  the  box-keeper,  '  a 
certain  ci-devant  minifter  of  juftice  is  there,  whom  I 
"would  rather  leave  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  imperti- 
nence, than  enter  into  any  altercation  with  him :  I  have 
nothing  to  do  here.'  On  faying  this,  I  retired,  well 
pleafed  upon  the  whole  that  Danton's  folly  had  faved  me 
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from  the  incongruity  I  wifhed  to  avoid  of  appearing  in 
public  with  Dumouriez,  whofe  feat  would  have  been  {b 
very  near  to  mine.  I  afterv/ards  heard  that  Danton  and 
Fabre  conftandy  attended  him  to  all  the  other  theatres, 
where  he  was  weak  enough  to  fhew  himfelf.  As  to  me, 
I  have  never  feen  him  fince.  This,  then,  is  the  whole 
of  our  conne6lion  with  a  man,  whofe  accomplices  people 
were  pleafed  to  fuppofe  us  at  the  time  of  his  treachery. 
Dumouriez  is  adive,  vigilant,  witty,  and  brave ;  calcu- 
lated alike  for  war  and  for  intrigue.  PofTefled  of  great 
military  talents,  he  was  the  only  man  in  France,  in  the 
opinion  even  of  his  jealous  competitors,  able  to  com- 
mand a  large  army  properly ;  but  he  was  better  fitted 
by  his  verfatile  difpofuion,  and  by  his  diflblute  morals, 
to  ferve  under  the  old  court,  than  under  the  new  go- 
vernment. His  extenfive  vievv's,  and  the  fpirit  with 
which  he  purfues  them,  render  him  capable  of  forming 
vaft  projeds ;  nor  does  he  want  abilities  to  carry  them 
into  execution ;  but  his  temper  is  not  equal  to  his  un- 
derflanding,  and  his  impatience  and  impetuofity  hurry 
him  into  m.eafures  precipitate  or  indifcreet.  He  is 
excellent  at  deviling  a  flratagem ;  but  incapable  of 
concealing  his  purpofe  for  any  length  of  time.  Du- 
mouriez, in  fhort,  to  become  the  leader  of  a  party, 
wanted  a  cooler  head. 

I  am  perfuaded  he  did  not  go  to  the  Belgic  pro- 
vinces with  treacherous  intentions :  he  would  have  ferved 
the  republic  as  he  had  ferved  the  king,  provided  it  had 
tended  to  his  glory  and  advantage  j  but  the  injudicious 
decrees  pafTed  by  the  convention,  the  infamous  conduft 
of  its  comraifiaries,  and  the  blunders  of  the  executive 
power,  ruining  our  caufe  in  that  country,  and  the  afpeft 
g  of 
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of  affairs  tlireatening  a  general  convulfion,  he  concei\red 
the  idea  of  giving  them  a  turn,  and  for  want  of  temper 
and  prudence  bewildered  himfelf  in  his  combinations. 
Dumouriez  mufl  be  very  amiable  in  orgies  of  his  own 
fex,  and  agreeable  to  women  of  diflblute  manners :  he 
appears  to  have  ftill  all  the  fprightliners  of  youth,  and 
all  the  gaiety  of  a  lively  and  free  imagination  ;  but  with 
women  of  a  referved  difpofition  there  is  fomething 
formal  in  his  politenefs.  He  ufed  to  divert  the  king  ia 
council  by  the  moft  extravagant  ftories,  at  which  his 
grave  colleagues  could  not  help  laughing  -,  and  not  un- 
frequently  he  feafoned  them  with  truths  equally  bold  and 
well  applied.  What  a  difference  between  this  man, 
vicious  as  he  is,  and  Lukner,  who  at  one  time  Vv'as  the 
only  hope  of  France  !  Never  did  I  meet  with  any  thing 
fo  contemptible.  He  was  an  old  foldier,  half  briitified, 
wanting  in  common  fenfe,  and  deftitute  of  all  energy  of 
mind;  a  mere  phantom  of  a  man,  who,  by  means  of  his 
broken  French,  his  fondnefs  for  wine,  a  few  oaths,  and 
a  kind  of  intrepidity,  had  acquired  great  popularity 
in  the  army,  among  mercenary  machines,  ever  the 
dupes  of  any  one  who  taps  them  on  the  fhoulder, 
fpeaks  to  them  with  familiarity,  and  punifhes  them  from 
lime  to  time.  '  O  my  poor  country  !'  faid  I  next  day 
to  Guadet,  who  aiked  me  what  I  thought  of  Lukner, 
*  you  are  undone  indeed,  if  you  are  obliged  to  fend, 
abroad  for  fuch  a  being,  and  to  confide  your  deftiny  to 
fuch  hands  1' 

I  am  perfeftly  ignorant  of  tadlcs,  and  Lukner,  for 
aught  I  know,  might  understand  the  routine  of  his  pro- 
feffion ;  but  I  am  well  affured  that  no  man  can  be  a 
great  general  without  good  knk  and  rationality. 

The 
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The  thing  which  furprifed  me  the  moft,  after  my* 
hufband's  elevation  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  perfons,  par- 
ticularly of  thofe  employed  in  important  affairs,  -was 
the  univerfal  meannefs  of  their  minds :  it  furpaffes  every 
thing  that  can  be  imagined,  and  extends  to  every  rank, 
from  the  clerk,  who  ftands  in  need  of  nothing  but  fenfe 
to  comprehend  a  plain  queftion,  method  to  treat  it,  and 
a  decent  ftyle  to  draw  up  a  letter,  to  the  minifter 
charged  with  the  government,  the  general  at  the  head 
of  armies,  and  the  ambaffador  employed  to  prote6l  the 
interefls  of  the  ftate.  But  for  that  experience,  never 
Ihould  I  have  thought  fo  poorly  of  my  fpecies ;  nor  was 
it  till  that  period  that  I  alTumed  any  confidence  in  my- 
felf :  till  then  I  was  as  bafhful  as  a  boarder  in  a  con- 
vent, and  thought  people  who  had  more  afTurance 
than  myfelf,  had  more  abilities  alfo. — I  no  longer  won- 
der, indeed,  that  I  was  a  favourite:  my  friends  per- 
ceived I  was  not  without  my  fhare  of  merit,  and 
yet  I  fmcerely  did  homage  to  other  people's  vanity. — 
In  this  fcarcity  of  men  of  abilities,  the  revolution  having 
fucceffively  driven  away  thofe  whofe  birth,  fortune,  edu- 
cation, and  circumftances,  had  rendered  them  fuperior  to 
the  mafs  of  the  people  by  a  fomewhat  higher  degree 
of  cultivation,  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  fell  gradually  into 
the  hands  of  the  grofleft  ignorance,  and  moft  fhameful 
incapacity.  There  are  a  great  many  degrees  between 
de  Grave  and  Bouchotte.  The  former  was  a  little 
man,  whom  nature  had  made  gentle,  whofe  prejudices 
infpired  him  with  pride,  and  whofe  heart  perfuaded  him 
to  be  amiable  j  but  who,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to 
reconcile  thofe  various  affedions,  at  laft  became  nothing 
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at  all.  I  think  I  fee  him  now,  walking  upon  his  heels, 
with  his  elbows  turned  out,  and  his  head  ere(5l-,  very 
often  Ihewing  nothing  but  the  whites  of  his  great  blue 
eyes,  which  he  could  not  keep  open  after  dinner  without 
the  affiftance  of  two  or  three  cups  of  coffee;  fpeaking 
little,  as  if  out  of  difcretion,  but  in  reality  for  fear  of 
expofing  himfelf;  and  truly  anxious  about  his  official 
concerns,  but  diftraded  by  their  multiphcity.  The 
confequence  v/as,  that  at  laft  he  abandoned  a  place  for 
which  he  felt  himfelf  unfit.  I  will  fay  nothing  of  Bou- 
chotte ;  an  idiot  is  defcribed  in  three  fyllables ;  but  his 
faults  were  innumerable.  Of  Servan  I  have  fpoken 
elfewherci  a  brave  foldier,  an  excellent  citizen,  and  a 
man  of  information,  he  poireffed  a  degree  of  merit 
feldcm  to  be  met  with :  the  world  would  be  too  happy  if 
there  were  many  men  of  that  chara6ter.  Claviere,  a  man 
of  underftanding,  but  of  that  difagreeable  difpofition  fo 
common  among  people,  who  paffing  much  of  their  time 
in  their  clofets,  form  opinions  there,  which  they  after- 
wards maintain  v/ith  obftinacy,  was  neither  deficient  in 
knowledge  nor  philcfophy ;  but  financial  habits  had  in 
fome  meafure  narrowed  his  mind.  Pecuniary  calcula- 
tions indeed  always  fpoil  the  happieft  difpofitions  i  for  it 
is  impoiTible  for  a  man  not  to  fet  a  high  value  upon  that 
which  conftitutes  his  daily  occupation.  A  banker  may 
be  an  able  and  well-informed  man ;  but  he  will  never 
number  the  difmtereftednefs  of  Ariftides  among  his  vir- 
tues. Claviere  is  very  laborious,  eafy  to  be  led  by 
thofe  who  know  his  weak  fide,  but  infupportable  in  his 
commerce  with  any  body  who  partakes  of  his  own  ob- 
ftinacy in  dlfpute ;  a  bad  judge  of  mankind,  of  whom  he 
never  ftudied  but  one  part,  their  underftandings,  without 
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attending  to  their  dirpofitions,  their  Intcrefts,  and  their 
paflionsj  timid  in  council,  although  fometimes  carried 
away  by  the  warmth  of  his  temper ;  in  a  word,  he  is 
rather  a  good  adminiftrator  than  an  able  minifter. 

I  never  yet  could  underftand  ivhat  it  was  that  pro- 
moted Duranthon  to  a  place  in  the  admiriiftration,  iin- 
lefs  indeed  it  were  the  idea  of  the  little  ability  neceffary 
to  fill  that  of  minifter  of  juftice.  Heavy,  flothful,  vain, 
and  talkative,  timid  and  confined  in  his  notions,  he  was 
in  truth  no  better  than  an  old  woman.  His  reputation 
for  integrity,  the  fober  manners  of  a  decent  advocate,- 
a  few  teftimonies  of  attachment  to  the  revolution,  and 
the  age  of  experience,  probably  ferved  him  as  a  recom- 
mendation J  but  he  had  not  even  fenfe  enough  to  make 
a  feafonable  retreat,  the  only  meafure  by  which  he  could 
have  acquired  a  portion  of  glory.  When  I  recolle6t 
what  kind  of  men  he  has  had  for  his  fuccefTors,  I  am  lefs 
angry  with  thofe  who  thought  him  worthy  of  his  place ; 
but  I  cannot  help  afldng  mylelf  where  we  are  to  feek  for 
men  qualified  to  hold  the  reins  of  government. 

Lacofte  had  the  official  knowledge,  the  laborious 
habits,  and  the  infignificance  of  a  clerk.  Having  been 
long  employed  in  the  admiralty-office  (Bureaux  de  la 
marine)^  he  was  thought  fit  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  in  which  he  committed  no  blunders.  But 
he  was  deftitute  of  the  capacity  and  a£livity  which  ought 
to  chara(51:erize  the  adminiftrator  of  lo  confiderable  a 
branch  of  the  public  bufinefs,  and  his  want  of  them  was 
expofed  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Nothing  fhort 
of  the  inability  of  Monge,  could  have  afforded  an  advan- 
tageous object  of  comparifon  for  Lacofte. — Beneath  the 
tnalk  of  a  countenance  almoft  indicating  timidity,  the 
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latter  concealed  an  irritable  difpofitionj  which,  in  cafe 
of  contradiction,  degenerated  into  the  mod  ridiculous' 
violence. 

Such  was  the  compofition  of  the  miniftry  the  firft 
time  that  Roland  belonged  to  it.  There  prevailed,  in  the 
beginning,  a  great  union  between  the  members  of  the 
council ;  and  I  verily  believe  they  were  all  fincerely 
attached  to  the  conilitution,  v/ith  more  or  lefs  of  regard 
to  their  own  interefl  on  the  part  of  feveral.  As  they 
affembled  at  each  other's  houfes  on  the  days  the 
council  m.et,  I  had  them  to  dine  with  me  once  a 
week.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  legiflative  body 
•were  alfo  invited ;  and  the  converfation  ufed  to  turn  on 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  with  a  common  defire  of  pro- 
moting the  public  good.  This  was  a  happy  time  in 
comparifon  of  that  which  followed ! 


Part  II.  D  ROLAND' 
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ROLAND'S  SECOND  ADMINISTRATION 


At  the  time  of  the  recal  of  Roland,  Claviere,  and 
Servan,  the  compofition  of  the  miniftry  was  completed 
by  the  appointment  of  Danton,  whom  1  have  fufEciendy 
depidled  elfev/here,  and  by  that  of  Monge  and  le  Brun  j 
the  former  to  the  marine  department,  the  latter  to  that 
of  foreign  affairs.  Nothing  is  fo  diftreffing  as  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  a  choice  in  circumftances  like  thofe  of 
the  times  in  queftion.  Every  man  v/ho  had  belonged  to 
the  court,  direcftiy  or  indiredlly,  was  profcribed  by  pub- 
lic opinion  j  ncr  could  any  thing  fhort  of  the  brilliant 
proofs  of  patriotifm  given  by  Servan,  efface  that  original 
lin,  even  fmail  as  it  was  in  regard  to  him.  The  perfons 
employed  to  make  a  choice  were  ill  calculated  to  do  fo; 
New  themfelves  to  public  affairs,  our  legiflators  could 
not  boaft  of  thofe  extenfive  connexions  which  lead  to 
an  acquaintance  with  a  great  number  of  individuals,  and 
enable  a  man  to  fcleft  from  them  the  perfons  beft 
fitted  for  important  employments.  The  committee 
was  puzzled  to  make  a  choice,  when  the  idea  of  Monge, 
who  was  known  to  Condorcet  as  a  fellow  academician, 
and  of  whofe  patriotifm  feveral'others  had  heard  favour- 
able mention,  prefented  itfelf.  Monge,  a  mathemati- 
cian, fometimes  fent  to  examine  ofFjcers  at  the  out-ports, 
an  honeft  citizen,  the  father  of  a  refpedable  family,  and 
a  zealous  member  of  the  club  of  the  Luxemburg,  was 
for  a  moment  weighed  in  the  fcale  againft  Meunier,  his 
colleague  at  the  academy,  and  an  officer  of  engineers  j 
but  as  the  latter  was  known  to  have  paid  his  court  to 
the  great,  Monge  was  preferred* 

Good- 
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Good-humoured,  thick-witted,  and.  inclined  to  buf- 
foonery, Monge  was  a  ftone-cutter  at  Mezieres,  where 
the  Abbe  Boffut,  perceiving  him  to  have  a  turn  for  the 
mathematics,  initiated  him  in  that  fcience,  and  encou- 
raged him  by  a  donation  of  fix  livres  a  week :  but  when 
by  application  he  had  got  forward  in  the  world,  he 
ceafed  to  vifit  his  benefaftor,  confidering  himfelf  as  his 
equal.  Accuftomed  to  calculate  immutable  elements, 
Monge  was  deftitute  of  all  knowledge  of  the  world,  or 
of  public  affairs :  heavy  and  awkward  in  his  pleafantry, 
he  recalled  to  my  recolledion,  in  his  clumfy  attempts  at 
wit,  the  bears  kept  in  the  ditches  of  the  city  of  Berne, 
whofe  playful  tricks,  corrcfponding  with  their  uncouth 
forms,  amufe  the  paffengers. 

The  new  minifter  filled  his  office  with  men  as  little 
Capable  of  ading  as  he  was  of  judging :  he  took  great 
pains  without  doing  any  good,  and  fuffered  the  ma- 
rine to  be  diforganized  at  a  time  when  it  vi^as  moft 
important  to  keep  up,  and  even  to  increafe  the  eflablilh- 
ment,  Praife,  however,  is  due  to  the  goodnefs  of  his 
intentions :  he  was  frightened  at  the  burthen,  and  wifiied 
to  lay  it  down;  but  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  better 
man,  procured  him  an  invitation  to  remain  at  his  pofl. 
By  degrees  his  duty  came  to  fit  eafy  on  him,  and  he 
fancied  that  he  did  it  as  well  as  it  could  have  been  done 
by  any  body  elfe.  But  though  a  bad  adminiftrator,  he 
was  ftill  worfe  as  a  counfellor,  and  ferved  only  to  fill  a 
chair  during  the  debates  of  the  executive  power,  con- 
curring conftandy  in  fentiment  with  the  moft  timid, 
becaufe  having  none  of  his  own,  he  naturally  followed 
that  which  was  moft  conformable  to  the  views  of  a 
narrow  mind. 

D  2  When 
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When  Pache  was  promoted  to  the  minlftry,  he  be- 
came the  oracle  of  his  friend  and  admirer  Monge,  wh(? 
was  no  longer  of  any  opinion  but  his,  and  received  it 
as  if  it  had  been  the  infpiration  of  the  divinity.  Thus 
was  he  Maratized-^  and  thus  did  this  man,  who  was  def- 
tined  by  nature  to  play  a  better  part,  become  the  abet- 
tor of  the  mofc  atrocious  and  fanguinary  doftrlnes. 

Le  Brun,  employed  in   the  oiHce  of  foreign  affairs, 
paffed   for  a  man  of  found  underftanding,  becaufe   he 
never  had  any  flights  of  fancy,  and  for  a  man   of  abili- 
ties, becaufe  he  had  been  a  tolerable  clerk.     Pie   was 
tolerably   acquainted   with    the   diplomatic   chart,   and 
could  draw  up  a  fenfible  letter  or  report.     In  ordinary 
tim.es,  he  would  have  done  very  well  for  the  depart- 
ment which  is  the  leaft  laborious,  and  where  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind.     But  he  had  none  of 
that  adivity  of  mind  and  difpofition,  which   it  was  ne- 
ceiiary    to   difplay   at   the   moment   he  was  called   to 
the  miniftry.     Ill-informed  of  what  was  going  on  among 
our  neighbours,  and  fending  miniilers  to  foreign  courts, 
who,  although  not  deftitute  of  merit,  had  none  of  thofe 
qualities  which  ferve  to  recommend   a  man,   and  v/ho 
could  hardly  penetrate  further  than  the  anti-chambers  of 
the  great  J  he  neither  made  ufe  of  that  kind  of  intrigue, 
by  which  employment  might  have  been  found  at  home 
for  thofe  who  wifned  to  attack  us,  nor  of  that  kind  of 
dignity  with  which  a  powerful  fiate  ought  to  inveft  its 
acknowledged  agents  in  order  to  procure  itfelf  refpeft — 

*  What  are  you  about  ?'  Roland  fomedmes'ufed  to  fay. 

*  In  your  place,  I  would  have  put  all  Europe  in  motion, 
and  have  infured  peace  to  France,  without  the  aid  of 
armss   I  would  take  care  to  know  what  is  going  on 

in 
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in  every  cabinet,  and  exert  my  InBuence  there.*  Le 
Brun  was  never  in  a  hurry;  and  now,  in  Auguil  1793, 
Semonvilie,  who  ought  to  have  been  at  Conftantinople 
eight  months  ago,  has  juft  been  intercepted  in  his  way 
through  Switzerland.  The  laft  choice  of  Le  Brun  will 
fcrve  to  charaderize  him  completely,  without  my  add- 
ing another  trait.  He  has  appointed  Grouvelle,  the  fe- 
cretary  to  the  council,  of  whom  in  that  quality  I  ou'ght 
already  to  have  fpoken,  miniller  plenipotendary  at  the 
court  of  Denmark. 

Grouvelle,  a  pupil  of  Cerutti,  of  whom  he  learned 
nothing  but  to  conftrud  afFefted  phrafes,  which  contain 
the   whole   of  his   philofophy;  narrow-minded,   frigid, 
and  vain,  the  laft:   editor  of  the  Feuille  Villageoife,  be- 
come as  flat  as  himfelf  j  Grouvelle  had  been  candidate 
for  fome  place   or  other  in  the  minifcry,   and  was  ap- 
pointed fecretary  to  the  council  on  the  tenth  of  Augufl:, 
according   to  a   conftitutional   law,    againft   the   difre- 
gard  of  which  Roland  had   remonft:rated  with  fo  much 
warmth,  that  the  king  had  at  laft:  determined  to  attend 
to  it.     Roland  was  in  hopes  that  the   keeping  of  a  re- 
gular regifter,   in  which  an  entry  might  be  made   of 
the   debates,    would    give   to   the   proceedings  of  the 
council  a  more  ferious,   as  well  as  a  more  ufeful  turn  : 
he  perceived  befides,  that  it  would  afford  to  men  pof- 
feffed  of  a  firm  temper  of  mind  an  opportunity  of  au- 
thenticating their  opinions,    and  of  fecuring  a  teftimiony 
fometimes  ufeful  to  hifl:ory,  and  always  necelTary  to  their 
own  juftification.     But  the  beft:  inftitutions  are  only  ad- 
vantageous when  in  the  hands  of  people  incapable  of  per- 
verdng  them.     Grouvelle  did  not  know   how  to  take 
minutes  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  minifters,  for  the 
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moft  part,  cared  little  whether  any  traces  of  their 
opinion  remained.  The  fecretary  was  never  able 
to  do  more  than  draw  up  a  fummary  of  the  refolu- 
tions  taken,  without  the  afiignment  of  any  reafons, 
or  the  mention  of  any  oppofition;  nor  could  Roland 
ever  find  means  to  get  his  objedbions  inferted,  even 
when  he  formally  refilled  the  refolution  of  the  council, 
Grouvelle  conflantly  interfered  in  the  difcuffion,  and 
by  his  captious  manner  contributed  not  a  little  to  ren- 
der it  perplexing,  till  Roland,  out  of  all  patience,  ob' 
ferved  to  him  one  day  that  he  did  not  recolleft  his  bu- 
finefs  there. — "^  What,  am  I  nothing  but  an  ink-horn  1' 
exclaimed  the  important  fecretary  in  an  angry  tone.  -  -  - 
*  You  ought  to  be  nothing  elfe  here,'  replied  the  le^ 
vere  Roland  i  ^  every  time  you  interfere  in  the  debate 
you  forget  your  duty,  which  is  to  take  it  down ;  and 
this  is  the  reafon  why  you  have  only  time  to  make  a 
little  infignificant  ftatement  upon  a  loofe  Iheet  of  paper, 
"which,  when  entered  in  the  regifter,  gives  not  the  fmallefl 
idea  of  the  operations  of  government  j  whereas  the  re- 
gifter of  the  council  ought  to  ferve  as  archives  to  the 
executive  power.'  -  -  -  Grouvelle  was  much  incenfed, 
but  he  neither  improved  nor  altered  his  method,  which, 
as  my  reader  will  eafily  perceive,  was  quite  good  enough 
for  fach  men  as  I  have  defcribed  above.  The  falary  of 
his  place  was  twenty  thoufand  livres  {£$33)^  to  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  add  an  apartment 
in  the  Louvre,  fpacious  enough  to  lodge  himfelf  and 
his  clerks,  and  made  his  reprefentation  to  the  mini^ 
fter  of  the  home  department  accordingly.  It  requires 
but  little  knowledge  of  Roland's  charatler  to  conceive 
the  indignation  with  which  he  received  this  propofal,  an4 

th^ 
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the  vigour  with  which  he  repelled  it.  '  Clerks !  faid  he, 
for  bufinefs  that  I  could  tranfaft  myfelf  in  a  few  hours, 
and  better  than  you  if  I  were  in  your  place. — I 
defire  that  you  will  take  a  copyifb  to  fave  you  the  trouble 
of  delivering  fuch  copies  or  extra6ls  of  the  proceedings 
as  you  may  be  called  upon  to  furniili  j  but  twenty  thou- 
fand  livres  are  quite  fufficient  to  pay  his  falary,  and  to 
find  a  lodging  for  Iflm  as  well  as  for  yourfelf :  the  fum  is 
even  extravagant,  in  a  free  government,  for  the  place 
you  occupy/ 

Grouvclle  certainly  has  a  right  not  to  be  fond  of  Roland, 
and  I  believe  that  he  cxercifes  it  to  its  full  extent. 

As  to  me,  I  felt,  in  the  moft  lively  manner,  that  his 
ridiculous  pretenfions  were  intolerable. — Thefe  men, 
made  up  of  vanity,  whofe  wit  is  a  mere  jargon,  whofe 
philofophy  is  pitiable  oftentation,  and  whofe  fentiments 
are  recolleftions,  appear  to  me  a  kind  of  eunuchs,  in  a 
moral  fenfe,  whom  I  defpife  and  deteft  more  cordially 
than  fome  women  hate  and  difdain  thofe  creatures.  Such, 
however,  is  the  minifter  of  a  great  nation  at  a  foreign 
court,  of  which  it  is  important  to  preferve  the  efleem, 
and  fecure  the  neiftrality.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the 
fecret  of  his  appointment;  but  I  would  wager  that 
Grouvelle,  half-dead  with  fear,  on  feeing  the  difaftrous 
,  pofidon  of  public  affairs,  requeftcd  le  Brun  to  get  him 
fent  out  of  France  in  any  way  whatever;  and  that 
le  Brun,  in  quality  of  minifter,  made  him  ambaflador, 
as  he  would  have  made  him  a  travelling-clerk,  if  he 
himfelf  had  been  a  merchant.  It  is  an  arrangement  be- 
tween individual  and  individual,  in  which  the  republic 
is  no  otherwife  concerned  than  in  conferring  the 
title,  and  advantages  attached  to  it,   and  in  receiving 
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the  injury  that  may  arife  from  being  fo  badly  repre- 
fenced. 

The  choice  of  an  envoy  to  the  United  States  was  con- 
ducted with  more  wifdom ;  and  affords  a  new  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  Briffot,  againft  whom  the  {hare  he 
had  in  it  is  brought  forward  as  a  crime.  Bonne-Car- 
rere  having  been  fixed  upon,  I  know  not  at  what  pe- 
riod, Briffot  obferved  to  feveral  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, that  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  maintenance  of 
our  good  underftanding  with  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  to  the  glory  of  our  infant  republic,  to  fend  to 
America  a  man  whofe  dilpofidon  and  manners  might  be 
agreeable  to  the  Americans.  In  that  refpecl  Bonne- 
Carrere  Vv/as  not  a  fuitable  perfon  :  an  amiable  libertine  of 
the  fafhionable  world,  and  a  gamePcer, -whatever  might 
be  his  talents  and  abilities,  was  very  unfit  to  play  the 
grave  and  decent  part  becoming  a  miniiter  refident  with 
that  tranfatlandc  nation. 

Briffot  was  a6luated  by  no  perfonal  interefh  j  he  was 
the  laft  man  in  the  world  to  be  fo  influenced  :  he  men- 
tioned Gencft,  who  Vv^as  juft  returned  from  a  refidence 
of  five  years  in  RuiTia,  and  who,  befides  his  being  al- 
ready converfant  with  diplomatic  affairs,  poffeffed  all  the 
moral  virtues^  and  all  the  information,  that  could  render 
him  agreeable  to  a  ferious  people. 

That  propofal  was  wife ;  it  was  fupported  by  every 
poffible  confideradon  j  and  Geneft  was  preferred.  If 
this  be  an  intrigue,  let  us  pray  that  all  intriguers 
may  refemble  BrilTot.  I  faw  Geneft,  I  defired  to 
fee  him  again,  and  fliould  always  be  delighted  with 
his  company.  His  judgment  is  folid,  and  his  mind  en- 
lightened :  he  has  as  much  amenity  as  decency  of  man- 
ners. 
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cers ;  his  converfation  is  inftruftive  and  agreeable,  and 
equally  free  from  pedantry  and  from  afTeilaiion :  gentie- 
nefs,  propriety,  grace,  and  reafon,  are  his  charade riflics ; 
and  with  all  this  merit  he  unites  the  advantage  of  ipeak- 
ing  Englifh  with  fluency.  Let  the  ignorant  Robefpierre, 
and  the  extravagant  Chabot,  declaim  againft  fuch  a  man, 
by  calling  him  the  friend  of  Briflbt ;  let  them  procure 
by  their  clamours,  the  recall  of  the  one,  and  the  trial 
of  the  other :  they  will  only  add  to  the  proofs  of  their 
own  villany  and  ftupidity,  without  hurting  the  fame  of 
thofe  whom  they  may  find  means  to  deprive  of  exift- 
cnce. 

During  Roland's  fecond  adminiftration,  as  well  as 
the  firft,  I  determined  to  receive  no  female,  and  that 
was  a  rule  to  which  I  fcrupuloufly  adhered.  My  circle 
was  never  very  extenfive,  and  never  did  the  greater  part 
of  it  confift  of  my  own  fex.  Befides  my  neareft  rela- 
tions, I  faw  nobody  but  the  perfons  whofe  congenial 
tafte  and  ftudies  gave  them  claims  to  my  hufband's  at- 
tention. I  was  fenfibie  that  while  he  was  in  the  minif- 
try,  I  fhould  expofe  myfelf  to  very  troublefome  com- 
pany i — to  company  that  might  even  be  attended  with 
danger.  It  appeared  to  me  that  madarae  Petion's  con- 
duct at  the  Maine*  was  highly  prudent  -,  and  I  deemed  it 
as  laudable  to  follow,  as  to  fet,  a  good  example.  Ac- 
cordingly I  had  neither  circle  nor  vifits :  that,  in  the  firft 
place,  was  a  great  economy  of  time,  an  ineffcimable  ad- 
vantage to  thofe  who  have  the  means  of  turning  it  to  any 
account.  Twice  a  week  only  I  gave  a  dinner :  once  to 
my  hufband's  colleagues,  with  a  few  members  of  the 
AfTemblyj  and  once   to   a  mixed  company,  compofed 

*  The  refidence  of  the  mayor. 
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either  of  national  reprefentatives,  of  firfl:  clerks  in  the 
public  ojEces,  or  of  fuch  other  perfons  as  took  a  part 
in  politicsj  or  were  concerned  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
flate^  Tafte  and  neatnefs  prefided  at  my  table^  but  pro- 
fufion  and  the  luxury  of  ornaments  were  equally  un- 
known :  every  one  was  there  at  his  eafe,  without  devot- 
ing much  time  to  conviviality,  becaufe  I  gave  only  a 
fingle  courfc,  and  relinquifhed  to  nobody  the  care  of 
doing  the  honours  of  the  table.  The  ufual  number  of 
guefts  w^s  fifteen  j  it  feldom  exceeded  eighteen  j  and 
once  only  amounted  to  twenty.  Such  were  the  repafls 
which  popular  orators  in  the  roftrum  of  the  Jacobins, 
converted  into  fumptuous  entertainments,  where,  like 
another  Circe,  I  corrupted  all  thofe  who  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  partake  of  the  banquet.  After  dinner,  we 
converfed  for  fome  time  in  the  drawing-room,  and  then 
every  one  took  leave.  We  fat  down  to  table  about  five; 
at  nine  not  a  creature  remained  -,  and  yet  that  was  the 
court,  of  which  they  made  me  the  queen,  an^  there, 
with  the  doors  wide  open,  did  we  carry  on  our  dark 
and  dangerous  confpiracies. 

The  other  days,  confined  to  our  family,  my  huf- 
band  and  myfelf  generally  fat  down  to  tabic  alone; 
for  the  tranfa6tIon  of  the  public  bufinefs  delaying  our 
dinner  to  a  very  late  hour,  my  daughter  dined  with  her 
governefs  in  her  own  room.  Thofe,  who  faw  me  at 
that  time,  will  bear  witnefs  in  my  favour,  whenever  the 
voice  of  truth  can  make  itfelf  heard:  I  fhall  then  per- 
haps be  no  more ;  but  I  fhall  go  out  of  this  world 
with  the  perfuafion,  that  the  memory  of  my  perfecutors 
will  be  loft  in  malediftions,  while  my  name  will  fome- 
times  be  recolledted  with  a  figh.    ^ 

Among 
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Among  the  perfons  whom  I  was  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving, and  of  whom  I  have  already  defcribed  the  moft 
remarkable,  Paine  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Declared 
a  French  citizen,  as  one  of  thofe  celebrated  foreigners, 
whom  the  nation  v/as  naturally  defirous  of  adopting,  he 
was  known  by  wriongs  which  had  been  ufeful  in  the 
American  revolution,  and  which  might  have  contri- 
buted to  produce  one  in  England.  I  fliall  not,  however, 
take  upon  me  to  pronounce  an  abfolute  judgment  upon  his 
charadter,  becaufe  he  underftood  French  without  fpeak- 
ing  it,  and  becaufe  that  being  nearly  my  cafe  in  regard 
to  the  Englifh  language,  I  was  lefs  able  to  converfe  with 
him  than  to  liften  to  his  converfation  with  thofe  whofe 
political  fkill  was  greater  than  my  own. 

The  boldnefs  of  his  conceptions,"  the  originality  of 
his  ftyle,  and  the  firiking  truths  which  he  throws  with 
defiance  into  the  midlt  of  thofe  whom  they  offend,  have 
neceffarily  attraded  great  attention ,  but  I  think  him 
better  fitted  to  fow  the  feeds  of  popular  commotion, 
than  to  lay  the  foundation  or  prepare  the  form  of  a  govern- 
ment. Paine  throws  light  upon  a  revolution  better  than 
he  concurs  in  the  making  of  a  confiitution.  He  takes 
up,  and  eftabliflies  thofe  great  principles,  of  wliich  the 
expofition  ftrikes  every  eye,  gains  the  applaufe  of  a 
club,  or  excites  the  enthufiafm  of  a  tavern  j  but  for  cool 
difcuflion  in  a  committee,  or  the  regular  labours  of  a 
legiflator,  I  conceive  David  Williams  infinitely  more  pro- 
per than  Paine.  Williams,  made  a  French  citizen  alfo, 
was  not  chofen  a  member  of  the  convention,  in  which 
he  would  have  been  of  more  ufe ;  but  was  invited  by 
the  government  to  repair  to  Paris,  where  he  pafied  fe- 
yeral   months,  and   frequently  conferred  with  the  mofc 
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a£live  reprefentatives  of  the  nation.  A  profound  thinker, 
and  a  real  friend  to  mankind,  he  appeared  to  me  to 
combine  their  means  of  happinefs,  as  well  as  Paine  feels 
and  defcribes  the  abufes  v/hich  conftitute  their  mifery, 
I  faw  him,  from  the  very  firft  time  he  was  prefent  at  the 
fittings  of  the  aflembly,  uneafy  at  the  diforder  of  the  de- 
bates, afflided  at  the  influence  exercifed  by  the  galleries, 
and  in  doubt  whether  it  were  poffible  for  fiich  men,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  ever  to  decree  a  rational  conftitu- 
tion.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  knowledge  which 
he  then  acquired  of  what  we  were,  attached  him 
more  ftrongly  to  his  country,  to  which  he  was  impatient 
to  return.  Flow  is  it  poffible,  faid  he  to  me>  for  men  to 
debate  a  queftion,  who  are  incapable  of  liftening  to  each 
other  ?  Your  nation  does  not  even  take  pains  to  pre- 
serve that  external  decency,  which  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
quencc  in  public  affemblies :  a  giddy  manner,  carelelT- 
nefs,  and  a  flovenly  perfon,  are  no  recommendations  of 
a  legiflator  j  nor  is  any  thing  indifferent  v/hich  palTcs  in 
public,  and  of  which  the  efFedl  is  repeated  every  day.— - 
Good  heaven !  what  would  he  fay  at  this  time,  if  he  were  to 
fee  our  fenators  dreft,  fmce  the  31ft  of  May,  like  wa- 
termen, in  long  trowfers,  a  jacket  and  a  cap,  with  the 
bofom  of  their  fhirts  open,  and  fwearing  and  gefticu- 
lating  like  drunken  Jans-cullottes  ?  He  would  think  it 
perfectly  natural  for  the  people  to  treat  them  like  their 
lackeys,  and  for  the  whole  nation,  debafed  by  its  excefles, 
to  crouch  beneath  the  rod  of  the  firfl  defpot  who  fhall 
find  means  to  reduce  it  to  fubjection.— Williams  is  equally 
competent  to  fill  a  place  in  the  parliament,  or  the  fenate, 
and  will  carry  with  him  true  dignity  v^^herever  he  goes. 
By  what  faily  of  imagination  is  Vandermonde  pre- 
I  fent 
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fent  to  mine  ?     Never  did  I  fee  eyes  fo  falfe,  more  truly 
exprefs  the  turn  of  mind  of  the  perfon  to  whom  they  be- 
long.    One  would  iuppofe  the  man  to  have  had  his  un- 
derflanding  cut  into  two   equal  parts :  with  one  he  is 
capable  of  beginning  any  kind  of  reafoning ;  but  it   is 
impoffible  for  him  with  the  other  to  carry  on  an  argu- 
menr,  or  to  draw  from  the  whole   a  reafonable  conclu- 
fion.     What  a  poor  figure  does  fcience  make  in  a  head 
fo  badly  organized  !     A  ccordingly  Vandermonde,  an  aca- 
demician   by  the  way,   and  the   friend   of  Pache  and  of 
Monge,  boafted  of  ferving   the  latter  as  a  counfelior, 
and  of  being  called  his  wife.     Speaking  to  me  one  day 
of  the  cordeliers  (to  which  fe6t  he  confeffed  himfelf  to 
belong),  in  oppofidon  to  the   perfons  who   confidered 
them  as  madmen^  '  We,'  faid  he,  '  defire  order  by  reafon, 
and  you  are  of  the  party  that  defires  it  by  force/     After 
fuch  a  definition  I  have    nothing  further  to  fay  of  this 
man's  crazy  brain.     But  fince  I  have  been  fpeaking  of 
an  academician,  I  mull  fay  a  word  or  two  of  Condorcet, 
whofe    mind   is  •  capable   of   foaring  to   the    fublimefl 
truths,  but  whofe  fpirit  will  ever  be  on  a  level  with  the 
bafe   fentiment  of  fear.     It  may  be  faid  of  his  under- 
ftanding,  in  relation  to  his  perfon,  that  it  is  an  exqui- 
fite  liquor  imbibed  by  cotton.     Never  will  the  faying  o^ 
a  flout  heart  in  a   feeble  body,  be  applied  to  him  4  be 
is  as  defedive  in  fortitude  as  in  conftitudon.     The  timi- 
dity which  charafterizes   him,  and  which  he  carries  into 
company  in  his  face  and  attitude,  is  not  only  a  defe6t 
in  his  temperament,  but  feems  to  be  a  vice  inherent  in 
his  foul,  which   all    his  philofophy  cannot  overcome. — 
Hence  it  was,  that  after  having  ably  eftablifhed  a  prin- 
ciple, or  demonftrated  a  truth,  he  voted  in  the  Affembly 
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contrary  to  his  own  opinion,  when  obliged  to  fland  up 
before  the  thundering  galleries,  armed  with  injurious 
•words,  and  prodigal  of  menaces.  He  was  very  well  in 
his  place  of  Secretary  to  the  academy  :  men  like  him 
may  write,  but  ought  never  to  be  adively  employed.  It  is 
even  a  fortunate  circumftance  when  they  can  be  made  of 
any  ufe  of  at  all,  for  moft  timid  men  are  abfoiutely  good 
for  nothing.  Look  at  thofe  poltroons  of  the  Affembly, 
pouring  forth  their  lamentations :  if  they  had  pofTefled 
fortitude  enough  to  procure  their  own  arreftation,  by 
protelling  againft  that  of  the  twenty-two,  nobody 
•would  have  dared  to  hurt  a  hair  of  the  heads  of  two 
or  three  hundred  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  the 
republic  would  have  been  faved,  and  the  departments 
would  not  have  relapfed  into  fubmiffion.  The  people 
acquiefced  in  the  lofs  of  twenty  men,  but  an  affembly, 
of  which  one  half  fhould  have  retired,  would  never 
have  been  confidered  as  the  national  convention. 
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PUBLIC     SPIRIT. 

What  was  the  Office  for  Public  Spirit^  v/hich  has 
been  objefted  to  Roland  as  To  great  a  crime  ? — I  am 
tempted  to  repeat  this  queftion  to  the  very  perfons  who 
afk  it ;  for  I  can  conceive  nothing  (o  chimerical  as 
that  phrafe. 

Roland,  reftored  to  the  miniftry  after  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft,  thought  that  nothing  was  more  urgent  than  to 
diffufe  the  fame  fpirit  through  all  the  departments  of  the 
ftate,  fo  that  every  thing  proceeding  in  an  uniform  courfe, 
the  fuccefs  of  the  revolution  might  be  infured :  he  there- 
fore addreflfed  a  circular  letter  of  that  tendency  to  all  the 
adminiftrative  bodies,  nor  did  it  fail  to  produce  a  favour- 
able effeft.  The  Legiflative  Afiembly  felt  the  neceffity 
of  fupporting  itj  and  for  want  of  a  body  of  Public  In- 
ftrudion,  which  was  not  yet  drawn  up,  determined  that 
an  hundred  thoufand  livres  (;/^.4i67)  fhould  be  left 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifler  of  the  interior,  for  the 
purpofe  of  difperfing  fuch  ufeful  writings  as  he  might 
think  fit. 

Roland,  rigid  in  his  economy,  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
lay  out  this  money  to  the  belt  advantage  :  availing  him- 
felf  of  the  public  papers,  then  in  the  higheft  eflimatiori, 
he  ordered  them  to  be  forwarded  gratis  to  the  popular 
focieties,  to  the  parifli  priefts,  and  to  fuch  zealous  indi- 
viduals as  appeared  deiirous  of  contributing  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  ftate.  Some  of  thofe  focieties,  and  feveral 
of  thofe  individuals,  feeing  that  the  government  inter- 
cfted  itfelf  in  their  inftru6lion,  took  courage,  and  now 
7  and 
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and  then  wrote  to  the  minifter,  to  requeft  works  which 
the  Convention  had  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  which 
they  had  not  received.  The  minifterj  defirous  of  fatif- 
fying  them,  affigned  to  one  of  his  ofiices  the  care  of 
anfwering  thofe  letters,  and  of  forwarding  the  publications 
defired.  In  thefe  things  alone  confift  all  the  mighty  ma- 
chinations which  have  made  fo  much  noife,  and  which 
were  nothing  more  than  the  mere  execution  of  duties 
impofed  by  a  decree.  Roland  wars  fo  careful  of  expence, 
that  at  the  end  of  fix  months  he  had  only  dilburfed 
thirty-four  thoufand  livres,  out  of  the  hundred  thou- 
fand  of  which  he  was  at  liberty  to  difpofe  j  and  of  thofe 
he  delivered  an  exaft  account,  together  with  a  lift  of 
the  works  purchafed  and  given  away.  But  as  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  nature  of  his  place,  and  of  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  he  found  himfelf,  he  fometimes  drew 
up  inftruftions,  which  he  difperfed  in  the  fame  manner ; 
and  as  his  writings  in  general  breathed  nothing  but  phi- 
lofophy  and  a  love  of  his  fellow-creatures,  fears  were 
entertained  left  the  perfonal  confideration  that  might 
thence  refult  fhould  render  him  too  powerful. 

It  could  only  be  inferred  that  he  infpired  great  confi- 
dence, which,  by  facilitating  adminiftrative  operations, 
■was  productive  of  confiderable  advantage ;  but  fuppof- 
ing  it  neceflfary  to  prevent  his  acquiring  too  much  ef- 
teem,  and  too  great  an  afcendancy,  nothing  was  necef- 
iary  but  to  repeal  the  decree,  and  to  forbid  his  forward- 
ing any  thing  which  did  not  neceftarily  belong  to  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  adminiftradve  bodies.  It  was  not 
however  any  regard  to  the  public  weal,  but  jealoufy  of 
the  individual,  which  raifed  fuch  a  fermentadon  in  men*s 
minds  5   and  accordingly  they  occafioned   a  clamour, 

and 
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and  accufed  and  denounced  him  in  a  vague  manner, 
without  pointing  out  the  objed  of  their  complaint ;  for 
if  he  could  have  imagined  its  nature,  he  would  have 
been  the  nrft  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil  apprehended. 
Inft-ead  of  employing  himfelf  in  that  manner,  he  thought 
only  of  defending  himfelf,  at  firft  by  continuing  to  do  his 
duty,  and  afterwards  by  explaining  his  condud,  and  re- 
futing his  calumniators.  His  triumphant  anfwers  exaf- 
perated  envy;  he  was  no  longer  mentioned  but  as  a 
public  enemy  ;  and  a  real  ftruggle  cook  place  between 
the  courageous  fun.flionary,  v.'ho  remiained  at  the  helm 
in  fpite  of  the  temped,  and  the  jealous  deceivers  or  de- 
ceived, who  endeavoured  to  bury  him  beneath  the  waves. 
He  flood  firm,  as  long  as  he  hoped  it  could  anfvver  any 
purpofcj  but  the  Vv^eaknefs  and  infiifiiciency  of  the  fober 
party  having  been  demonftrated  on  an  important  occa- 
fion,  he  retired. 

His  enemies  dreaded  his  accounts  ;  and  prevented  not 
only  their  examination,  but  the  report  of  them  from  be- 
ing made  to  the  Ailcmbly.  The  calumniators,  when 
once  embarked,  thought  only  of  juRifying  their  falfe  afper- 
lions  by  the  ruin  of  the  man  who  had  been  the  objefl  of 
them;  hence  their  redoubled  efforts,  their  open  per- 
iecution  direfted  even  againft  me;  and  for  want  of  well- 
founded  reafons,  the  acculation  fo  often  repeated  of  cor- 
rupting  the  piblic  fpirit,  and.  of  an  office  eftablifhed  for 
that  purpofe,  with  my  pretended  (hare  in  the  delinquency ; 
and  all  without  citing  -SifaSfj  a  writing,  or  even  a  re- 
prehenfible ^/to/^-. — And  yet  Roland's  glory,  in  future 
times,  will  be  in  part  attached  to  the  able  and  inftrudive 
productions  of  his  pen  ! 

Partii.  e  my 
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MY, SECOND    ARRESTATION. 

Sainte-Pelagkj  Augujl  20. 

The  twenty-fourth  day  of  my  confinement  in  the  Ab- 
bey was  beginning  to  pafs  away :  the  period  of  that  con- 
finement had  been  employed  in  ftudy  and  literary  labours, 
principally  in  writing  memoirs^  of  which  the  compofition 
muft  have  borne  marks  of  the  excellent  difpofition  of 
mind  I  was  in.  The  infurreftion  of  the  31ft  of  May, 
and  the  outrages  of  the  fecond  of  June,  had  filled  me 
with  indignation  ;  but  I  was  perfuaded  that  the  depart- 
ments would  not  look  on  them  with  an  eye  of  fatisfaftion, 
and  that  their  reclamations,  fbpported  by  the  requifite 
meafures,  would  make  the  good  caufe  triumphant. 
Litde  did  I  care,  while  indulging  this  hope,  whether  in 
fome  critical  moment,  or  in  the  ftruggle  of  expiring 
tyranny,  I  fell  a  viftim  to  private  hatred,  or  to  the  rage 
of  fome  furious  madman.  The  fuccefs  of  my  friends, 
and  the  triumph  of  true  republicans,  confoled  me  for 
every  thing  beforehand :  I  could  have  undergone  the 
execution  of  an  unjufl:  fentence,  or  have  funk  under  the 
ftroke  of  fome  unforefeen  atrocity,  with  the  calmnefs, 
the  pride,  and  even  the  joy  of  innocence,  which  defpifes 
death,  and  knows  that  its  wrongs  will  be  avenged. — 
Here  I  cannot  help  once  more  exprefllng  my  regret  for 
the  lofs  of  thofe  Memoirs,  which  defcribed  fo  well  the 
fails  that  had  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  perfons  by 
whom  I  had  been  furrounded,  and  the  fentimcnts  I  had 
experienced  in  the  varying  fuccefTion  of  events.  I  am 
informed  that  fome  of  them  have  efcaped  dellrudion  j 
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but  they  only  contain  the  particulars  of  my  firft  arrefla- 
tion.  The" day  will  come  perhaps  when  the  union  of 
thofe  fragments  will  afford  to  fome  friendly  hand  thp 
means  of  exhibiting  the  truth  in  more  glowing  colour^. 

The  publication  of  a  grofs  falfehood,  and  the  loud 
bawling  of  the  hawkers  under  my  window,  while  an- 
nouncing one  of  the  numbe:rs  of  the  Pere  Duchefne,  a  filthy, 
print  with  which  Hebert,  fubftitute  of  the  commons 
of  Paris,  every  morning  poifons  the  ignorant  populace, 
who  fwallow  calumny  like  water,  perfuaded  me  that  fome 
new  atrocity  was  in  agitation.  That  paper  pretended 
that  its  author  had  paid  me  a  vifit  in  the  Abbey,  and 
that  having  obtained  my  confidence  by  affuming  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  of  the  Vendean  banditti,  he  had  brought 
me  to  confefs  the  connexions,  of  Roland  and  the  Brif- 
fotines  with  the  rebels  of  that  department  and  with  the 
Englifti  government.  In  this  ridiculous  ftory,  inter- 
larded with  the  ufual  ornam.ents  of  ftyle  of  Pere  Dti- 
chefnCj  phyfical  and  moral  probabilities  were  difregarded 
alike.  I  was  not  only  transformed  into  the  abettor  of  a 
counter-revolution,  but  into  an  old  toothlefs  hag,  and 
was  exhorted  to  weep  for  my  fins  till  the  time  fhould 
come  for  expiating  them  on  the  fcaffold.  The  hawkers, 
in  purfuance  no  doubt  of  their  inftruitions,  did  not  leave 
the  vicinity  of  my  refidence  for  a  moment,  but  accom- 
panied their  proclamation  oiPere  Duchejne  s  Great  Vifit 
with  the  m.oil  fanguinary  advice  to  the  people  of  the 
market.  I  took  up  my  pen,  and  v/rote  a  few  lines  to 
that  cowardly  Garat,  who  thinks  himfelf  a  fage,  becaufe 
he  is  aftuated  by  no  paiTion  but  fear,  which  makes  him 
pay  his  court  to  whatever  party  chances  to  be  upper- 
moft,   without  the  leaft   regard  to  jutlice.     I  pointed 
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out  to  him  the  Infamy  of  an  adminlftratlon  which  ex- 
pofes  innocence,  already  oppreiTed,  to  the  lad  outrages 
of  a  blind  and  furious  populace.  I  certainly  had  no  hope 
of  converting  him  j  but  I  fent  him  my  farewell  to  prey 
like  a  vulture  upon  his  heart.  About  the  fame  time  a 
young  womanj  who  has  no  great  talents  to  boafl:  of, 
but  who  combines  the  graces  of  her  fex  v/ith  that  fen- 
fibility  which  is  its  principal  merit,  and  its  greateft  charm, 
found  means  to  make  her  way  into  my  prifon.  How 
was  I  ailonifhed  to  fee  her  fweet  countenance,  and  to 
feel  myfelf  prefied  to  her  bofom,  and  bathed  in  her 
tears !  I  took  her  for  an  angel  j  and  an  angel  fhe  was,  for 
fhe  is  good  and  handfome,  and  had  done  all  (he  could  to 
bring  me  news  of  my  friends  :  fhe  furniihed  me  alfo  with 
the  means  of  informing  them  of  my  fituation.  This 
alleviation  of  my  captivity  had  contributed  to  make  me 
forget  it,  when  at  noon  on  the  24th  of  June,  the  gaoler's 
wife  came  and  begged  me  to  ftep  into  her  apartment, 
where  an  admjniftrator  was  waiting  to  fee  me. — I  was 
in  pain,  and  in  bed — I  rofe  and  followed  her  into  her 
room,  where  a  man  was  walking  up  and  down,  and 
another  writing,  without  either  of  them  appearing  to 
perceive  my  arrival. — *  Am  I  the  perfon,  gentlemen, 
whom  you  aflced  for  ?' — '  You  are  the  wife  of  citizen  Ro- 
land ?'— '  Yes,  Roland  is  my  namxe.' — ^  Be  fo  good  as 
to  fit  down.' — -The  one  continued  to  write,  and  the 
other  to  walk  about — I  was  endeavourins;  in  vain  to 
divine  what  this  comedy  might  mean,  when  the  writer 
deigned  to  addrefs  me — '  I  am  come,'  faid  he, '  to  fet  you 
at  liberty.'^ — I  know  not  how  it  was,  but  I  felt  m.yfelf 
very  little  affefted  by  the  information. — *  Why,  indeed,* 
anfwered  I,  *  it  is  very  right  to  remove  me  from  this 
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place ;  but  that  is  not  all ;  I  wifii  to  returrj  homC)  and 
the  door  of  my  apartment  isfealed  up.' — *  The  adminiftra- 
tion  will  have  it  opened  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ;  I  am 
writing  for  an  order,  becaiife  I  am  the  only  adminiftra- 
tor  here,  and  two  fignatures  are  neceffary  for  the  gaoler's 
difcharge.' — ^He  rofe,  delivered  his  mefTage,  and  returned 
to  fpeak  to  me,  with  the  air  of  a  man  dedrous  of  in- 
fpiring  conadence. — '  Do  you  know,'  faid  he  all  on  a 
fudden,  and  as  if  without  defign,  *  where  M.  Roland  is 
at  prcfent  ?' — I  fmiled  at  the  queition,  obferved  that  it 
was  not  candid  enough  to  deferve  an  anfvver ;  and  as  the 
converfation  grew  tirefome,  retired  to  my  own  room  to 
prepare  for  my  departure.  My  firft  idea  was  to  dine 
quietly,  and  not  to  remove  till  towards  the  evening;  but, 
upon  further  refledion,  I  thought  it  a  folly  to  remain  in 
a  prifon  v.'hen  I  was  free  to  go  away.  Befides  the 
gaoler  came  to  know  if  I  was  getting  ready,  and  I 
plainly  faw  tha^  he  was  impatient  to  turn  me  out  of  my 
lodgings.  It  was  a  little  clofet,  rendered  very  uncom- 
fortable by  the  dirtinefs  of  the  walls,  the  clofencfs  of  the 
grates,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  a  pile  of  wood,  where 
all  the  animals  belonging  to  the  houfe  depofited  their 
ordure ;  but  as  it  could  contain  only  one  led,  and  a.s 
the  prilbner  confequently  had  the  advantage  of  being 
alone,  the  honour  of  inhabiting  it  was  generally  con- 
ferred upon  a  new  comer,  or  upon  an  individual  defir- 
ous  of  folitude.  Lavacquerie  (rhe  gaoler),  who  had 
never  ihcn  it  occupied  by  any  body  fo  contented  as  I  was, 
and  who  ufed  to  admire  the  pleafiire  I  took  in  arrang- 
ing my  books  and  my  flov;crs,  told  me,  that  in  future 
he  fliould  call  it  the  pavilion  of  Flora.  I  v/as  ignorant 
that  at  the  very  moment  he  was  fpeaking  he  intended  ic 
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for  BrifTot,  whom  I  did  not  even  fuppofe  to  be  my 
neighbour  j  and  that  foon  after,  it  would  be  inhabited  by 
a  heroine,  worthy  of  a  better  age,  the  celebrated  Char- 
lotte Corday.  My  poor  maid,  who  was  juft  come  to 
fee  me,  wept  for  joy  while  packing  up  my  things ;  the 
order  for  fetting  me  at  liberty,  founded  upon  the 
want  of  evidence,  was  Ihewn  to  me;  I  fettled  my 
accounts,  and  diftributed  my  litde  favours  to  the  poor, 
and  to  the  fervants  belonging  to  the  prifon ;  and  in  my 
way  out  met  the  prince  of  Linanges,  one  of  the  hoftages, 
who  congratulated  me  in  obliging  terms  upon  my  en-^ 
large  me  nt.  I  anfwered,  that  '  I  fliould  be  happy  to 
pay  him  the  fame  compliment,  as  it  would  be  a  pledge 
of  the  releafe  of  our  commiffioners,  and  of  the  return  of 
peace:' — then  fending  for  a  hackney-coach,  I  walked 
down  flairs,  much  furprifed  at  finding  that  the  admini- 
ftrator  had  npt  yet  left  the  prifon,  and  at  his  coming  to 
the  door  to  fee  me  into  the  carriage. 

Driving  home  with  the  intention  of  leaving  a  few  things 
there,  and  of  proceeding  immediately  after  to  the  houfe 
of  the  worthy  people,  who  have  adopted  my  daughter, 
I  quitted  the  hackney-coach  with  that  adivity  which  ne- 
ver allowed  me  to  get  out  of  a  carriage  without  jump- 
ing, paffed  under  the  gate-way  as  if  .upon  wings,  and 
faid  cheerfully  to  the  porter  as  1  went  by,  *  Good-mor- 
row, Lamarre.'  Scarcely,  however,  had  I  got  up  four 
or  five  ftairs,  when  two  men,  who  fome  how  or  other 
had  kept  clofe  at  my  heels,  cajled  out  '  Citoyenne  Ro- 
land !' *  What  do  yOu  want  ?'  faid  I,  turning  about, 

— ?  In  the  name  of  the  law,  we  arreft  you,'  Thofe  who 
know  what  it  is  to  feel,  will  eafily  conceive  all  that  I 
experienced  at  that  moment.     I  defired  the. order  to  be 
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read  to  mej  and  coming  to  a  refokition  immediately, 
itepped  down  flairs,  and  walked  hallily  acrofs  tlie  yard. 
— '  Whither  are  you  going  ?'  - '  To  my  landlord's, 
where  I  have  bufinefs  ;  follow  me  thither,' — The  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  opened  the  door  with  a  fmile. — '  Let 
me  fit  down  and  breathe,'  faid  I,  '  but  do  not  rejoice 
at  my  being  fet  at  liberty :  it  is  nothing  but  a  cruel  arti- 
fice :  I  am  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  Abbey,  than  I 
am  ordered  to  be  confined  at  Sainte-Pelagie.  As  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  the  refolutions  lately  entered  into  by 
my  feccion,  I  am  determined  to  put  myfelf  under  its 
proteftion,  and  will  beg  you  to  fend  thither  according- 
ly.'— Her  fon  immediately  offered  to  go  with  all  the 
warmth  and  indignanon  of  a  kind-hearted  young  m^n  *. 
Two  commifTioners  from  the  feclion  came ;  defired  to 
lee  the  order  j  and  made  a  formal  oppofidon ;  but  they 
afterwards  begged  me  to  accompany  them  to  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  mayor,  where  they  were  going  to  give 
nonce  of  it,  and  to  afiign  their  reafons.  With  this  re- 
queft  I  could  not  refufe  to  comply.  After  employing 
the  intermediate  time  in  writing  notes  to  my  friends  to 
inform  them  of  my  new  deftination,  I  took  leave  of  a 
family  which  this  fcene  had  affefled  with  terror  and  fur- 
prife,  and  was  conduced  to  the  mayor's.  There  I  was 
put  into  a  little  anti-chamber  with  the  infpeflors  charg- 
ed to  take  care  of  my  perfon,  while  the  commiffioners 
proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  adminiftrators  of  the  po- 
lice. The  debate  began,  condnued  for  fome  time,  and 
grew  warm.     Ill  at  my  eaie,  and  dilTatisfied  with   the 

*  He  was  dragged  to  the  fcaffold  on  this  account,  and  his  father 
^ied  of  grief. 
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place  1  was  in,  I  afl<:ed  myfelfby  what  fatality  inROcence 
was  obliged  to  play  the  part  of  a  criminal,  expelling 
judgment,  and  to  remain  in  the  mean  tinrie  expofed  to 
the  inquifitive  eyes  of  every  body  who  came '  into  the 
anti-chamber.  At  length,  out  of  all  padence,  I  rofe, 
and  opened  the  door  of  the  office. — "•  There  can'  cer- 
tainly, gentlemen,  be  no  harm  in  my  being  pfefent  at 
a  difcuffion  of  which  I  am  the  fubject' — '^  Get  "you 
gone,'  cried  a  little  man,  whom  I  recognized  for  Unt 
very  Louvet  that  had  examined  me  fo  awkwardly  at  the 
Abbey — ^  But,  gentlemen,  I  have  no  intention  to  commie 
any  a6t  of  violence,  I  am  not  prepared  for  it ;  I  do  not 
even  afk  to  be  heard  j  I  only  defire  to  be  prefent.' — - 
^  Get  you  gone;  get  you  gone.— Gt'W^^r;;^^'.!-,  come  hi- 
ther!'— Any  one  would  have  fuppofed  that  the  office 
was  befieged,  becaufe  a  woman  of  common  fenfe  wifhed 
to  hear  what  they  were  faying  of  her.  It  was  however 
neccflary  to  withdraw,  that  I  might  not  be  carried  away 
by  force.  Soon  after  I*  perceived  them  making  figns, 
running  backwards  and  forv/ards,  and  fending  for  a 
coach  ;  and  at  laft  an  infpeftor  of  the  police  came  and 
begged  me  to  follow  him.  I  turned  round  to  the  door 
of  the  office,  and  fet  it  wide  open.- — *  Com.miffioners 
of  the  feilion  of  Beaurepaire,  I  give  you  notice  that 
they  are  taking  me  away.' — ^  We  cannot  help  it;  but 
the  feclicn  will  not  forget  you  j  it  will  take  care  that 
you  be  examined.' — ^  After  having  been  fet  at  liberty 
at  one  o'clock,  becaufe  there  was  no  evidence  agalnft  me^  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  I  could  become  ^./ufpeofedper- 
JoiiiXn  my  way  home  from  the  Abbey,  and  thus  give  caufe 
for  a  new  detention.' — Joubert,  another  adminiftrator, 
as  violent  as  Louvet,  and  ftili  more  awkward  and  frupid 
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than  he,  addrefilng  me  in  a  magifterial  tone,  confefied 
that  my  firft  arreil  was  iHega],  and  that  it  had  been  ne- 
celTary  to  enlarge  me,  that  I  m.ight  arterwards  be  taken 
into  cuftody  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law.  This 
opened  to  me  a  fine  field  ;  and  I  was  going  to  avail  my- 
felfofit;  but  tyrants,  even  when  they  fuffer  the  truth 
to  efcape  them,  cannot  bear  to  hear  it  from  the  lips  of 
others ;  noife  and  anger  left  no  room  for  reafon  ;  I  quit- 
ted the  company,  and  was  conveyed  to  Sainte-Pelagie. 

The  name  of  this  houfe,  which  under  the  old  go- 
vernment, was  inhabited  by  nuns,  keepers  of  thofe  fe- 
male victims  oi  ktt7'es-de-cachefy  whofe  condu6t  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  immoral,  added  to  ics  lonely  fituation  in  a 
remote  quarter  of  the  town,  inhabited  by  what  may 
truly  be  called  populace,  and  but  too  well  known  on 
account  of  the  ferocious  fpirit  which  it  m.anifefted  in  the 
month  of  September,  by  the  maiTacre  of  fo  many  priefts : 
all  this  did  not  prefent  my  new  afylum  to  my  eyes  in 
a  confolatory  point  of  view. 

While  a  note  Vv'as  taking  of  my  entry,  a  man  of  a 
finitter  countenance  opened  my  bundle,  and  began  to 
examine  it  with  particuliar  curiofity.  I  perceived  it  at 
the  moment  when  he  laid  upon  the  gaoler's  defk  fome 
newfpapers  which  it  contained.  Surprifed  and  offended 
at  a  behaviour  only  authorized  in  cafes  of  fecret  confine- 
ment, I  obferved  that  it  by  no  means  became  a  man  to 
examine  a  woman's  night  clothes  in  fo  indecent  a  manner. 
He  was  accordingly  ordered  to  let  them  alone ;  but  he 
was  the  turnkey  of  the  corridor  in  which  I  lodged ;  snd 
twice  a  day  I  was  doomed  to  fee  his  horrible  counte- 
nance. I  was  aflvcd  if  I  chole  a  room  with  one  or  two 
beds — *  I  am  alone,  and  want  no  company.' — !^  But  the 
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room  will  be  too  fmalL' — '  It  is  all  the  fame  to  me.'— 
Upon  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  they  were  all  full,  and 
I  was  condutled  to  a  double-bedded  room,  fix  feet 
wide  by  twelve  feet  long,  {o  that  with  the  two  liftle 
tahleSi  and  the  two  chairs,  there  was  hardly  any  fpace 
to  fpare.  I  was  then  informed  that  I  muft  pay  the  firft 
month's  lodging  in  advance  j  fifteen  livres  for  one  bed  j 
twice  as  much  for  the  two.  As  I  wanted  only  one,  and 
ihould  have  taken  it  in  a  room  which  contained  no  more, 
I  paid  only  fifteen  livres.  '  But  there  is  no  water-botde, 
nor  other  vefiel  ?'- — *  You  muft  buy  them,'  faid  the  fame 
officious  pcrfonage,  very  ready  to  make  a  tender  offer- 
vices,  of  which  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  interefted 
modve.  To  thefe  acquifitions  I  added  an  ink-ftand,  pa- 
per and  pens,  and  eftablilhed  myfelf  in  my  new  apart- 
ment. 

The  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  coming  to  vifit  me,  I  made 
inquiry  concerning  my  rights  and  the  cuftoms  of  the 
place,  and  was  told  that  the  ftate  allowed  nothing  to  the 
prifoners. — *  How  then  do  they  live  ?' — *  They  receive  a 
plate  of  kidney-bean3  only,  and  a  pound  and  a  half  of 
bread  per  day  j  but  you  would  not  be  able  to  eat  ei- 
ther of  them/ — *  I  can  eafily  believe  that  they  are  not 
like  what  I  have  been  accuftomed  to  ,•  but  I  wilh  to  know 
what  belongs  to  every  fituation,  and  will  make  a  trial.*-^ 
I  made  a  trial  accordingly ;  but,  either  the  ftate  of  my 
ftomach,  or  want  of  exercife,  made  me  rejed  the  pri- 
fon  diet  j  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  Madame 
Bouchaud's  kitchen.  She  had  made  an  offer  of  board- 
ing me,  which  I  accepted  j  and  found  her  fare  both 
good  and  economical,  in  comparlfon  of  what  I  might 
have  fent  for  from  the   cook's  fhop,  at  a  great  dif- 
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tance,  and  In  a  defolate  quarter  of  the  town.  A  mut- 
ton chop,  and  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  vegetables,  for  dinner, 
"a  fallad  for  fupper,  never  any  defert,  and  nothing  but 
bread  and  water  for  breakfaft ;,  fuch  were  the  difhes  I  or- 
dered, and  fuch  was  the  fare  I  had  been  accuftomed  to 
at  the  Abbey.  I  mention  it  here,  by  way  of  oppofing 
this  manner  of  living,  to  the  complaints  foon  after  made 
by  the  fection  of  the  obfervatory,  of  my  expences  at 
Sainte  Palagie,  where  it  was  faid  that  I  was  endeavour- 
ing to  corrupt  the  gaoler  by  giving  treats  to  his  family ; 
hence  great  indignation  among  the  Sans-culottesy  and  a 
propofal  from  fome  of  them  to  difpatch  me  to  the  other 
world.  This  accords  well  with  the  clamorous  nonfenle 
of  thofe  women,  who  pretend  that  by  dreffing  themfelves 
up  in  fine  clothes,  they  got  admiffion  into  the  circle  of 
old  counteffes,  at  which  I  prefided,  in  the  Hotel  of  the 
Interior,  and  with  the  articles  of  the  journal  of  the 
Mountain,  v/hich  inferts  letters  written  to  me  by  refrac- 
tory priefts. 

O  Danton  !  thus  it  is  that  you  direft  the  knife  of  the 
affaffin  againft  your  vi6lims.  Strike  I  one  more  will  add 
little  to  the  catalogue  of  your  crimes ;  but  the  multi- 
plicity of  ■■^em  cannot  cover  your  wickednefs,  nor  fave 
you  from  infamy.  As  cruel  as  Marius,  and  more 
terrible  than  Catiline,  you  furpafs  their  mifdeeds,  with- 
out poffeffing  their  great  qualities  j  and  hiftory  will  vo- 
mit forth  your  name  with  horror,  when  relating  the  car- 
nage of  the  firft  days  of  September,  and  the  diflblution 
pf  the  focial  body  in  confequence  of  the  events  that 
took  place  on  the  fecond  of  June. 

My  courage  did  not  fink  under  the  new  misfortunes  I 

experienced  i  but  the  refinement  of  cruelty  with  which 
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they  had  given  me  a  foretafte  of  liberty,   only  to  load 
me  with  freili  chains,  and  the  barbarous  care  with  which 
they  took  advantage  of  a  decree,  by  applying  to  me    a 
falfe  defignation,  as  the  mode  of  legalizing  an  arbitrary 
arreft,  fired  me  with  indignation.     Feeling  myfelf  in  that 
difpofition    of  mind   when    every   ImprefTion   becomes 
flronger,  and  its    efFed  more   prejudicial  to   health,  I 
went  to  bedj  but  as  I  could  notfleep,  it  was  impoffible 
to  avoid  thinking.     This  violent  Hate,  however,  never 
lafts  long  with  me.     Being  accufiomed  to  govern  my 
mind,  I   felt  the   want  of  felf-poffeflion,   and    thought 
myfelf  a  fool  for  affording   a  triumph  to  my  perfecu- 
tors,  by  fuffering  their  injuftice  to  break  my  fpirit.  They 
were  only  bringing  frefh  odium  on  themfelves,  without 
making  much  alteration  in  the  fituation  I  had  already 
found  means  fo  well  to  fupport:  had  I   not  books  and 
leifure  here  as  well  as  at  the  Abbey  ?  I  began  indeed  to 
be  quite  angry  with  myfelf  for  haying  allowed  my  peace 
of  mind  to  be  dlfturbed,  and  no  longer  thought  of  any 
thing,  but  of  enjoying  exiftence,    and  of  employing  my 
faculties  vyith  that  independence  of  fpirit  which  a  ftrong 
mind  preferves  in  the  midft  of  fetters,   and  which  thus 
difappoints  its  moft  determined  enemies.     As  I  felt  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  vary  my  occupadons,  I  bought  cray- 
ons,  and   had   recourfe    to  drawing,  which  I  had  laid 
afide    fome   time.      Forntude  does  not   confift   folely 
in  rifing  fuperior  to  circumflances  by  an  effort  of  the 
mind,  but  in  maintaining  that  elevation  by  fuitable  con- 
dud   and    care.      Whenever   unfortunate    or   irritating 
events  take    me  by  furprife,    I   am   not  content   with 
calling  up  the  maxims    of  philofophy   to   fupport  my 
courage  i  but  1  provide  agreeable  amufements  for  my 
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mind,  and  do  not  negleft  the  art  of  preferving  health  to 
keep  myfelf  in  ajuft  equilibrium.  I  laid  out  my  days 
then  with  a  certain  fort  of  regularity.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  ftudied  the  Englidi  language  in  Shaftfbury's  E^f- 
fay  on  Virtue,  and  in  the  poetry  of  Thomfon.  The 
found  metaphyfics  of  the  one,  and  the  enchanting  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  other,  tranfported  me  by  turns  to  the 
intelledtual  regions,  and  to  the  moft  touching  fcenes 
of  nature.  Shaftfbury's  reafon  gave  new  flrength  to 
mine,  and  his  thoughts  invited  meditation ;  while 
Thomfon's  fenfibility,  and  his  delightful  and  fublime 
pidures,  went  to  my  heart,  and  charmed  my  imagi- 
nation. I  afterwards  fat  down  to  my  drawing  till  din- 
ner time.  Having  been  fo  long  without  handling  the 
pencil,  I  could  not  expedl  to  acquit  myfelf  with  much 
ftiillj  but  we  alvvays  prefcrve  the  power  of  repeating 
with  pleafure,  and  of  attempting  with  facility,  whatever 
in  our  youth  we  have  praflifed  with  fuccefs.  Accord- 
ingly, the  fludy  of  the  fine  arts,  confidered  as  a  part 
of  the  education  of  young  women,  ought,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  lefs  directed  towards  the  acquifition  of  dif- 
tinguilhed  talents,  than  to  infpiring  them  with  the  love 
of  employment,  making  them  contra6l:  a  habit  of  appli- 
cation, and  multiplying  their  means  of  amufement ;  for 
it  is  thus  we  efcape  from  that  ennui  which  is  the  moft 
cruel  difeafc  of  man  in  fociety ;  and  thus  we  avoid  the 
quickfands  of  vice,  and  feduclicns  fliil  -  more  lo  be 
feared   than   vice  itfelf. 

I  v\?ill  not  then  make  my  daughter  a  profefTor  fune 
'Virtuqfe) :  I  fhall  ever  remember  that  my  mother  was 
afraid  of  my  becoming  too  great  a  mufician,   or  of  my 

devotinor 
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devoting  myfelf  entirely  to  painting,  becaufe  flie  defired,- 
above  all  things,  that  I  fliould  be  fond  of  the  duties  of 
my  fex,  and  learn  to  be  a  good  houfewife,  in  cafe  of  my 
becoming  the  mother  of  a  family.  My  Eudora  then 
Aall  learn  to  accompany  herfelf  in  a  pleafing  manner 
on  the  harp,  or  to  play  with  eafe  on  the  forte  piano ; 
and  ihall  know  enough  of  drawing,  to  enable  her  to 
contemplate  the  mafterpieces  of  art  with  pleafure, 
to  trace  or  imitate  a  flower  which  delights  her,  and 
to  fhew  tafte  and  elegant  fimplicity  in  the  choice  of  her 
ornaments.  It  is  my  wifh  that  the  mediocrity  of  her  ta- 
lents may  excite  neither  admiration  in  others,  nor  vanity 
in  herfelf.  It  is  my  wifh  that  fhe  may  pleafe  rather  by 
her  colledive  merit,  than  aftonifh  at  the  firft  glance,  and 
that  file  may  rather  gain  affection  by  her  good  qualities, 
than  applaufe  by  her  brilliant  accomplifhments.  But, 
good  heavens  1  I  am  a  prifoner,  and  a  great  diftance  di- 
vides us !  I  dare  not  even  fend  for  her  to  receive  my 
embraces  j  for  hatred  purfues  the  very  children  of  thofe 
whom  tyranny  perfecutes  3  and  no  fooner  does  my  girl  in 
her  eleventh  year  appear  in  the  ilreets  with  her  virgin 
bafhfulnefs,  and  her  beautiful  fair  hair,  than  wretches, 
hired  or  feduced  by  falfehood,  point  her  out  as  the  ofF- 
Ipring  of  a  confpirator.  C  ruel  v/retches !  they  well  know 
how  to  break  a  mother's  heart  1 

'  Could  not  I  have  brought  her  with  me  ? I  have 

not  yet  faid  what  is  the  fituation  of  a  prifoner  at  Sainte 
Pelagie. 

The  wing  appropriated  to  females,  is  divided  into  long 
and  very  narrow  corridors,  on  one  fide  of  which  are 
little  cells  like  that  which  I  have  defcribed  as  my  lodg- 
ing.    There,  under  the  fame  roof,  upon  the  fame  line, 

and 
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and  only  feparated  by  a  thin  plaftered  partition,  I  dwell  in 
the  midft  of  murderers  and  women  of  the  town.  By  the 
fide  of  me  is  one  of  thofe  creatures  who  make  a  trade  of 
feduiflion,  and  fet  up  innocence  to  fale  j  and  above  me  is 
a  woman  who  forged  affignats,  and  with  a  band  of  mon-^, 
Hers  to  which  flie  belongs,  tore  an  individual  of  her  own 
fex  to  pieces  upon  the  highway.  The  door  of  each  cell 
is  fecured  by  an  tnormous  bolt,  and  opened  every  morn- 
ing by  a  man  who  flares  in  impudently  to  fee  whether 
you  be  up  or  in  bed :  their  inhabitants  then  aflemble  in 
the  corridors,  upon  the  ftaircafes,  or  in  a  damp  or  noi- 
fome  room,  a  worthy  receptacle  for  this  fcum  of  the 
earth. 

It  will  be  readily  believed  that  I  confine  myfelf  con- 
ilantly  to  my  cell ;  but  the  diftance  is  not  great  enough 
to  fave  the  ear  from  the  expreffions  which  fuch  women 
may  be  fuppofed  to  utter,  but  which  without  hearing 
them  it  is  impofllble  for  any  one  to  conceive. 

This  is  not  all :  the  wing  where  the  men  are  confined, 
having  windows  in  front  of,  and  very  near  the  building 
inhabited  by  the  women,  the  individuals  of  the  two  fexes 
of  analagous  charader,  enter  into  converfation,  which 
is  the  more  dilTolute,  as  thofe  who  hold  it  are  unfuf- 
ceptible  of  fear:  geftures  fupply  the  place  of  actions,  and 
the  windows  ferve  as  the  occafions  of  the  moft  fhameful 
fcenes  of  infamous  debauchery. 

Such  is  the  dwelling  referved  forthe  worthy  wife  of  an 
honeft  mian  !  — If  this  be  the  reward  of  virtue  on  earth, 
who  will  be  aftonifned  at  my  contempt  of  life,  and  at 
the  refolution  with  which  I  (hall  be  able  to  look  death 
in  the  face  ?  It  never  appeared  to  me  in  a  fcrmidable 
fhape  i  but  at  prefent  it  is  not  without  its  charms ;  and  I 

could 
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could  embrace  it  with  pleafure,  if  my  daughter  did  noc 
invite  me  to  flay  a  little  longer  with  her,  and  if  my  vo- 
luntary exit  would  not  furnifh  calumny  with  v^'eapons 
againfl  my  huiband,  whofe  glory  I  fnould  fbpport,  if 
they  fhould  dare  to  carry  me  before  a  tribunal. 

In  the  latter  part  of  Roland's  adminiftration,  confpi- 
racies  and  threats  fucceeded  each  other  fo  faft,  that  our 
friends  often  prefled  us  to  leave  the  hotel  during  the 
night.  Two  or  three  times  we  yielded  to  their  entrea- 
ties ;  but  foon  growing  tired  of  this  daily  removal,  I 
obferved  that  malevolence  would  hardly  go  fo  far  as  to 
violate  the  abode  of  a  man  in  office,  v^hile  it  might  way- 
lay and  immolate  him  out  of  doors  ;  and  that,  afcer-all,  if 
fuch  a  misfortune  were  to  happen,  it  would  be  more 
conducive  to  public  utility,  and  to  his  perfonal  glory,  for 
the  minifter  to  perifn  at  his  pofl. 

Accordingly  we  no  longer  flept  out;  but  I  had  my 
hulband's  bed  brought  into  my  own  room,  that  we  might 
run  the  fame  hazard,  and  under  my  pillow  or  upon  my 
night-table  I  kept  a  pifbol,  which  I  meaned  to  ufe,  not 
for  a  vain  defence,  but  to  fave  myfelf  from  the  outrages 
of  affaffins,  in  cafe  I  fhould  fee  them  approach.  In  that 
fituation  I  paffed  three  weeks ;  and  certain  it  is  that  the 
hotel  was  twice  befet,  and  that  another  time  the  Mar- 
feillois,  hearing  that  fome  vilianous  proje61:  or  other  was 
on  foot,  fent  eighty  of  their  people  to  guard  us.  It  is 
certain  alfo  that  the  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers  were  for 
ever  repeating  in  their  tribune,  that  a  loth  of  Auguft 
was  as  neceffaiy  againft  Roland  as  it  had  been  againft 
Louis  XVI;  but  as  they  faid  fo,  it  might  be  prefumed 
that  they  were  not  ready  to  realize  their  threat*  Death, 
■which  I  cheerfully  braved  at  that  time,  cannot  but  ap- 
pear 
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pear  definable  to  me  at  Sainte-Pelagle,  did  not  power* 
fill  confiderations  chain  me  to  the  earth. 

My  keepers  foon  began  to  fuffer  more  than  myfelf 
from  my  fituation,  and  were  at  great  pains  to  render  ic 
Jefs  difagreeable.  The  exceffive  heat  of  the  month  of 
July  rendered  my  prifon  uninhabitable.  The  paper 
with  which  I  covered  the  grates,  did  not  prevent 
the  fun  from  flriking  upon  the  white  walls  of  my  nar- 
row cell,  and  though  my  windows  remained  open  all 
night,  the  burning  and  concentrated  air  of  the  day  did 
not  get  cool. 

The  gaoler's  wife  Invited  me  to  pafs  my  days  in  her 
epartmentj  but  I  limited  my  acceptance  of  this  oirer  to 
the  afternoon.  It  was  then  I  thought  of  fending  for 
ia  forte-pianoj  which  I  put  into  her  room,  and  with 
which  I  fometimes  charmed  away  the  heavy  hours.  But 
what  a  modification  did  my  moral  fituation  fuffer  dur- 
ing that  period !  The  rifing  of  fome  of  the  depart- 
ments feemed  to  announce  the  indignation  they  had  con- 
ceived at  the  violence  offered  to  their  reprefentatives,  and 
their  refolution  of  avenging  it,  by  reftoring  the  conven- 
tion to  its  former  integrity, 

I  knew  that  Roland  was  in  a  fafe  and  peaceful  retreat, 
receiving  the  confolaticn,  and  the  attentions  of  friend- 
fhip  J  my  daughter,  taken  into  the  houfe  of  venerable 
patriarchs,  continued  her  exercifes,  and  her  education, 
under  their  immediate  infpeftion,  and  with  their  own 
children;  and  my  friends,  the  fugitives,  welcomed  ac 
Caen,  were  there  furrounded  by  a  refpeftable  force.  I 
thought  I  faw  the  falvation  of  the  republic  growing  out 
of  events  i  and  refigned  to  my  own  fate,  I  was  happy 
{till;  for  our  happinefs   depends  lefs  on  external  ob* 
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je£bs,  than  on  the  difpoficions  and  affe61:lons  of  eEs' 
mind.  I  employed  my  time  in  an  ufeful  and  agreeable 
manner ;  I  fometimes  faw  the  four  perfons  who  ufed  to 
vifit  me  at  the  Abbey  j  the  v/orthy  Grandpre,  whofe 
place  authorifed  him  to  come,  and  who  came  accom- 
panied by  a  charming  woman ;  the  faithful  Bofc,  who 
brought  me  fibvyers  from  ihz  J^rdin  des  Flames^  of  which- 
the  beautiful  forms,  the  brilliant  colours,  and  the  fwecE 
fragrance,  diminifned  the  horrors  of  my  mekncholy  abode  j^ 
and  the  kind  Champagneux,  who  perfuaded  me  fo  ear- 
neiily  to  continue  the  hiftorical  memoirs  I  had  begun,- 
that  at  his  defire  1  relumed  my  pen,  and  for  a  while 
laid  by  my  Tacitus  and  ray  Plutarch,  tO'  whom  I  was= 
accuifomed  to  devote  my  afternoons. 

Madame  Bouchaud  did  not  think  it  enough  to  have" 
(Offered  me  the  ufe  of  hcF  apartment.  Perceiving  thac 
I  availed  myfelf  of  it  with  great  referve,  fhe  determined 
to  remove  me  altogether  from  my  gloomy  cell,  and  ta 
lodge  me  in  a  comfortable  room  with  a  fire-place,  fituat- 
ed  on  the  ground  floor,  and  underneath  her  own  eham^ 
bcr.  Thus  am  I  delivered  from  the  ftiocking  company 
which  for  tfeee  weeks  has  been  rpy  greateft  torment.  It 
will  no  longer  be  necelTary  for  mt  to  pafs  twice  a  day 
through  a  throng  of  the  women  of  my  neighbourhood^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  getting  out  of  their  way  for  a  little 
ifime  at  leafc^  I  fnall  no  longer  fee  the  turnkey  of  fini- 
fter  countenance  open  my  door  every  morning,  and  fhut 
me  in  every  night  with  a  m^nftrous  bolt,  like  a  crimi^ 
nal  whom  it  is  neceflary  to  keep  in  clofe  .confine- 
ment. It  .is  the  good-natured  face  of  Madame  Bouehaud,- 
which  ofiers  itlelf  to  my  eyes ;  whofe  kind .  attentions- 
I  perceive  every  moment.     There  is  nothing,  even  to 
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ihe  very  jeflamine  carried  up  before  my  window  and' 
"winding  its  flexible  branches  round  the  bars,  that  does 
nor  teflify  her  dcfire  to  oblige.  I  look  upon  myfelf  as 
her  boarder,  and  forget  my  captivity.  '  All  my  articles 
of  ftudy  and  amufement  are  united  around  me;  my 
forte-ftano  is  by  my  bediide,  and  receffes  in  the  walls 
afford  me  the  means  of  arranging  my  litde  efFetfls  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  preferve  in  my  afylum  that  neatnefs  in 

which  I  delight But  gold,  and  falfehood,  and 

intrigue,  and  arms,  are  employed  againft  the  departments 
which  the  truth  was   besinning;   to  enli>2;hten:    foldiers 
deluded,   or  bought  over,   betray  the  brave  Normans  j 
Evreux  is  evacuated  j  Caen   abandons   the  members  to 
which  it  had  afforded   a  refuge  j  domineering  banditti, 
in  what  is  ftill  called  a  convendon,   declare  them  traitors 
to  their  country;  their  perfons'are  outlav/ed;  their  pro- 
perty is  confifcated ;  their  wives  and  children  are  taken 
into  cuftody ;   their  houfes  are  demoliflied  \  the  members 
who  chofe  to    remain  in  confinement   are   impeached, 
without  any  reafon  being  afTigned ;  and  every  thing  an>^ 
nounces  the   triumph  of  audacious  guilt  over  unfortu- 
nate virtue.     That  cowardice  which  marks  the  felfiih- 
nefs   and  corrupdon  of  a  degenerate  people,  whom  we 
thought  it  poffible    to  reclaim  by  the   light   of  reafon, 
but  who  were  too  far  debafed ;  that  cowardice  delivers 
over  to  terror  the  perfidious  adminiflrators,  and  the  ig- 
norant multitude.     Every  where  the  idea  of  peace  and 
the  defire  of  repofe,  always  illufory  when  it  is  not  deferved, 
counfel  the  acceptance  of  a  monftrous  conflitution,  which,, 
had  it  even   been   better,  ought  not  to  have   been  re- 
ceived from  the  unworthy  hands  that  held  it  out.     Th^re, 
where  any  refiflance  might  have  arifen,  it  is  ftified  by 
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corruption;  snd  the   money  of  the  nation  is  laviflied  feo 

infure  the  fuccefs  of  its  opprefTors.     In  their  filly  ftupor, 

a  majority,  incapable  of  reafoning,  confider  the  facrificc 

of  a  few  individuals  as  a  trifling  misfortune ;  they  think 

to  eftablilhjuiiice,  peace,  and  fecurity,  for  themfelves,  by* 

fuffering  them  to  be  violated  in  the  perfons  of  their  re- 

prefentatives  -,   and  receive  the  pledge  of  their  fervitude 

as  the  fign  of  falvation.     In  the  mean  time  a  rod  of  iron 

is  held  over  the  weak  Parifians,  the  pufillanimous  wit- 

nefies  of  horrors,  -which  they  lament,  but  dare  not  make 

known  :  famine  threatens  them  j  poverty  preys  upon  their 

vitals  ;  oppreflion  overwhelms  them  j  the  reign  of  pro- 

fcriptions  begins  i  denunciations  come  Ihowering  down 

on  every  fide ;  and  the  prifons  overflow.     Every  where' 

an  infamous  recompenfe  awaits  him  who  has  a  vi6lim  to 

offer  J  the  porters  of  private  houfes,  kept  fecretly  in  pay, 

become  the  chief  informers,  and  fervants  are  no  longer 

any  thing  but  fpies. 

An  aftonifliing  woman  taking  counfel,  from  her  cou- 
rage alone,  came  to  inflift  death  upon  the  apoftle  of  mur* 
der  and  pillage.  She  deferves  the  admiration  of  the 
univerfe.  But  not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  (late 
of  things,  her  time  and  her  viftim  were  ill  chofen. 
There  was  a  greater  criminal,  to  whom  her  immolating 
hand  fhould  have  given  the  preference.  The  death  of 
Marat  only  ferved  the  purpofes  of  his  abominable  fec- 
taries  :  they  transformed  into  a  martyr  the  man  whom 
they  had  taken  for  a  prophet;  and  fanaticifm  and  knavery^ 
always  in  a  league,  derived  from  this  event  an  advan- 
tage fimilar  to  that  which  the  murder  of  le  Pelietier  had 
procured  them.  Certainly  that  murder  had  been  too 
fatal  in  its  confequences  to  permit  us  to  think  that  the 
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fumt'ivQ  members,  entire  ftrang-ers  to  the  afllon  of  Pa- 
ris  *,  were  not  equally  fo  to  that  of  Charlotte  Corday  ; 
but  their  adverfaries  laid  hold  of  it  as  a  new  mean  of 
ruining  them  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  moil 
determined  republicans,  the  only  men  of  the  aflembly 
who  joined  to  the  courage  of  ftri<5l  probity  the  autho- 
rity of  talents  and  knowledge,  were  reprefented  as  the 
favourers  of  defpotifm,  and  vile  confpirators.  At  one 
time  they  are  fiippofed  to  be  in  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  La  Vendee,  and  on  the  fabres  of  the  warriors  de- 
lirous  of  defending  them,  the  words  Five  Louis  XVII. 
are  faid  to  be  infcribed :  at  another  time  they  are  accufed 
of  endeavouring  to  divide  France  into  little  republics, 
and  are  reprobated  as  federaiifts.  It  is  with  equal  con- 
fiftency  that  ErifTot  is  taken  into  Englifli  pay,  and  that 
his  wife,  in  a  report  fent  to  all  the  departments,  is 
gravely  reprefented  as  having  retired  to  the  queen's 
apartments  at  Verfailles,  an4  as  holding  fecret  councils 
there. 

Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  this  ftory  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  BrifTot's  wife,  devoted  to  the 
domeftic  virtues,  wholly  taken  up  with  the  cares  of  her 
houfhold,  ironing  her  hufband's  fliirts  herfelf,  looking 
through  the  key-hole  to  fee  if  /he  may  fafely  open  the 
■door  to  thole  who  knock,  and  hiring  a  little  miferable 
room  in  the  village  of  St.  Cloud,  in  order  to  have  it  in 
her  power  to  carry  the  child  that  (he  has  juft  weaned 
into  the  open  air.  But  flie  is  taken  into  euftody ;  is 
conducted  to  Paris  j  and  a  guard  is  placed  over  her, 
Petion's  wife,  who  was  going  to  retire  among  her  friends 

•  The  murderer  of  le  Peiletief, 

F  a  till 
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till  the  ftorm  fliould  blow  over,  is  arrefled  with  her  fon* 
Miranda,  whom  the  revolutionary  tribunal  had  acquitted^ 
is  remanded  to  prifon  as  a  furpe6Ved  perfon,   on  the  in- 
formation of  his  valet,   a  fpy  of  Pache  ;  all  the  generals 
are   put  under   arreft  ;  and    Cuiline,  whom,  as  I  have 
been   told   by  the   prince  de  Linanges,    the  Aufirians 
dreaded  more  than  any  of  the  reft,   is  threatened  with 
the  lofs  of  his  head.     Diforganization  fpreads  itfelf  over 
the  whole  face  of  France,   and  a  civil  war  breaks  out  in 
a,  variety  of  places.     The  acceptance  of  the  confticuticn 
cannot  procure  for  Lyons  an  aft  of  obhvion  for  the  juf- 
tice  it  dared  to  execute  on  two  or  three  of  Marat's  ban- 
ditti ;  it   is  called  upon   to  deliver  up  the  heads  of  its 
richeft  inhabitants,  and  to  pay  aconfiderable  fum  of  money; 
the  high  fpirited  Marfeilles  fends  fuccour  to  the  Lyonnefe ; 
and  troops  are  recalled  from   the  frontiers,  which   are 
left  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  fee 
brother  againll  brother,  and  to  fpill  the  blood  of  French- 
men by  the   hands  of  the  French  themfelves.     In  the 
mean   time   the  enemy  advances  in  the  north ;  Valen- 
ciennes no  longer  exifts  j  Cambray  is  blocked  up  ;  and 
tht  Auftrian  light  troops  appear  in  the  environs  of  Pe- 
ronne.     Paris,  like  another  Babylon,  fees  its  brutifh  po- 
pulace run  in  crowds  to  ridiculous  feftivals,  or  feaft  their 
eyes  upon  the  blood  of  a   multitude  of  wretches  facri- 
ficed  to  their  ferocious  diftruft  ;  while  the  felfilh  and  un- 
feeling  fill  the    theatres,    and     the   timid    citizen  flays 
trembling  at  home,  where  he  is  not  fure  of  fleeping, 
if  it  pleafe  his  neighbour  to  fay  that  he  has  made  ufe  of 
mcivic  expreffions,  blamed  the   carnage  of  the    2d   of 
September,  or  lamented  the  fate  of  the  vi6lims  of  Or- 
leans, put  to  death  without  proof  of  their  being  privy 

to 
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$6  a-n  affaliinatlon  which  was  nof  commiuted  on  the  per- 
fon  of  the  infamous  Bourdon.  O  my  country  !  into 
VI  hat  hands  art  thou  fallen,  Chabot  and  his  fellows  an- 
nounce that  Roland  is  at  Lyons,  afErm  that  he  is  exciting 
an  infurre6lion  in  that  city,  and  call  for  his  impeachment 
and  for  mine:  and  at  the  fame  time  they  fearch  the 
-cellars  of  the  obfervatory,  and  inveft  the  houfe  of  one 
of  his  friends,  where  they  fuppofe  him  to  lie  concealed. 

All  my  friends  are  profcribed,  fugitives,  or  in  confine-p 
ment  i  my  hufband  only  efcapes  from  the  fury  of  his 
adverfaries  by  keeping  clofe  in  a  retreat  which  may  be 
compared  to  die  fevered  imprifonment  j  and  it  is  even 
decreed  that  the  few  perfons  who  come  to  confole  me 
iliall  undergo  perfecu.tion.— Grandpre,  dining  in  com-r 
pany  with  a  man  whom  he  did  not  know  to  be  a  jufiice 
of  peace,  and  a  member  of  the  tribunal  of  the  diftrid-, 
lamented  the  negligence  o^'die  magift rates,  who  fufFered 
fo  many  perfons  to  languifii  in  the  prifons,.  On  this  the 
unknown  perfonage  difcovered  himfelf  j  a(ie6led  a  great 
defire  to  be  made  acquainted  with  abufes,  to  the  reform 
of  which  he  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  contribute  j 
and  beg-ged  Grandore  to  let  him  have  his  name  and  ad^ 
<irefs,  that  he  might  call,  and  take  him  with  him  in  his 
next  vifit  to  the  prifons.  That  was  only  a  pretejitj-— the 
juftice  of  peace  haftened  to  the  committee  of  general 
fafety,  and  fabricated  an  atrocious  denunciation  againft 
Grandpre,  whom  he  accufed  of  being  an  accomplice  in 
the  death  of  Marat.— It  feems  as  if  we  were  living  im 
the  time  of  Tiberius  -,  for,  like  his,  this  is  the  reign  of 
informers. — Grandpre  vv'as  taken  up  by  an  officer  and 
four  muilceteers,  who  repaired  to  his  apartment  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  i  ranfacked  his  papers,  and  fealed 
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up  his  effeds.  He  had  then  about  him  a  letter  addrefled 
by  me  to  the  unfortunate  BrilTot.  What  a  crime  might 
be  made  of  this,  to  me  for  having  written  it,  and  to  him 
for  being  the  bearer  1  Luckily  he  found  means  to  con- 
ceal it  from  their  fearch ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  a  te- 
dious debate  that  he  could  obtain  permifllon  to  remain 
under  a  guard  at  his  office,  inftead  of  going  to  fleep  at 
the  abbey  3  nor  was  it  till  after  the  expiration  of  feveral 
days,  that  means  were  found  to  demonltrate  the  falfity  of 
the  charge*. 

Champagneux  was  lefs  fortunate :  to  the  crime  of 
owing  his  appointment  to  Roland,  he  joined  that  of  oc- 
cupying a  defirable  place. — Collot  d'Herbois  went  drunk 
to  the  office  of  the  home  department,  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  moment  that  the 
clerks  had  juft  left  their  defks  to  go  to  dinner :  his  buli- 
nefs  was  to  demand  carriages,  of  which  the  minifter  had 
not  the difpofal.  In  a  rage  at  not  finding  Garat,  he  fwore, 
flormed,  broke  the  legs  of  the  chairs  and  table  *,  went 
to  the  apartment  of  Champagneux,  thefirft  clerk,  abufed 
him,  ordered  the  packets  that  were  made  up  for  the  poft- 
office  to  be  opened,  and  quarrelled  about  the  inclofure 
they  contained.  It  was  a  kind  of  circular  letter,  con- 
filling  of  queftions,  and  intended  to  procure  information 
concerning  the  flate  of  the  country.  In  his  heated  braip 
he  arranged  a  denunciation,  which  he  brought  forward 
the  next  day,  at  the  Convention,  and  on  the  llrength  of 
which  a  decree  of  arreft  was  pafled  both  againft  Garat 
and  Champagneux. 

Garat  came  to  the  bar,  made  no  complaint  of  Collot, 

*  Thefe  fadls  may  appear  exaggerated  ;  but  they  are  ftriflly  true, 
I  had  them  from  an  eye-witnefs,  whofe  veracity  is  undoubted.  They, 
are  confirmed  by  a  late  publication  of  Carat's. 
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explained  his  condud  in  the  gentled  terms,  pronounced  a 
fulfome  panegyric  on  the  auguft  aflembly,  and  was  fenc 
back  to  his  duty.  Champagneux  at  firft  hid  himfelf  in 
a  flight,  but  afterwards  appeared.  He  was  referred  by 
the  Convention  to  the  Committee,  and  by  the  Committee 
was  fent  a  prifoner  to  the  Force.  Garat  folicited  by 
others,  and  having  an  interefb  himfelf  in  the  enlargement 
of  Champagneux,  whofe  fervices  he  could  not  difpenfe 
with,  repaired  to  the  Committee  to  obtain  it.  There  he 
made  it  appear,  that,  without  the  affiilance  of  a  man 
fo  converfant  in  bufmefs,  it  would  be  impofiible  for  him 
to  remain  in  office,  and  by  his  friends,  fuch  as  Barrere,  if 
men  like  Barrere  can  be  called  friends,  was  encouraged 
to  hope,  that  by  offering  his  conditional  refignation, 
Champagneux  would  be  reftored  to  him,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  continue  in  adminiftration  j  but  the  reft  of  the 
Committee  fpoke  out  in  plainer  terms.  He  was  re- 
quired to  fill  up  the  place  of  Champagneux  :  his  liber- 
ty and  his  life  depended  on  his  compliance.  He  was  re- 
quired to  fill  it  up  by  the  appointment  of  a  young  man, 
twenty-fix  years  of  age,  deftitute  of  experience  in  bufi- 
nefs,  of  all  kinds  of  knowledge,  and  of  every  recom- 
mendation but  the  favour  of  the  Committee,  of  which  he 
was  a  tool.  Garat,  who  never  refufed  his  mafters  any 
thing,  fubmitted  and  then  reared  from  his  office,  aban- 
doning a  poft  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  maintain  *. 

*  Pare,  formerly  head-clerk  to  Danton,  who  had  got  him  appointed 
fecretary  to  the  Council  on  Grouveile's  departure,  fucceeded  Garatj 
and  the  ex-minifter,  happy  to  efFeifl  a  change,  which,  by  delivering^ 
him  from  a  place  of  refponfibility,  conferred  on  him  one  of  twenty 
thoufand  llvres  a  year,  became  fecretary  of  the  Council.  It  is  not 
altogether  ufelefs  to  remark,  that  Deifcrgues,  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs,  was  alfo  one  of  Danton's  clerks. 

But 
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But  Cliampagneux  was  riot  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  fourth 
week  of  his  detention  has  already  paifed.  At  the 
moment  he  was  threatened  with  an  arreft  (for  Col- 
lot  had  announced  it  as  an  a6t  that  would  neceifary 
follow  his  volition),  Champagneux  was  in  poiTeffion  of 
almoft  the  whole  of  my  Hijioricd  Memoirs,  the  exiftence 
of  which  he  wifned  to  infure  by  taking  a  copy.  Un- 
€afy,  agitated,  and  not  doubting  but  the  principles 
by  which  they  were  dictated,  and  the  freedom  with 
which  they  were  written,  were  a  djrecl  paffport  to  the 
Icaffbld,  he  committed  them  to  the  flames. — Yet  the.c 
are  the  governors  of  the  empire  !-— -Coliot,  a  fl:roll;r;g 
player  by  profciTion,  by  whofe  fide  fits  a  judge  of  the 
fouthern  departments,  who  not  long  fmce  condemned 
him  to  a  year's  imprifonment  for  an  offence  which  he 
com.mitted  while  a  vagrant,  from  barn  to  barn^  and  for 
which  feveral  of  the  judges .  wiflied  to  fend  him  to  the 
.gdleysl — Great  fcrength  of  lungs,  the  geflures  of  a  jack- 
pudding,  the  mana;uvres  of  a  knave,  the  extravagance 
of  a  madman,  and  the  effrontery  of  ignorance  5  fuch 
were  his  means  of  fuccefs  at  the  clubs,  particularly  at  the 
club  of  the  Jacobins,  who  were  not  afhamed  to  men* 
tion  him  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  patriotic 
miniftry  under  Louis  XVL 

Collot  thinking  himfeif  ill  ufed  by  the  appointment  of 
Roland  to  the  home  department,  to  which  he  had  di- 
reded  his  views,  deemed  him  the  more  worthy  of  his  ha- 
tred, as  being  an  enemy  by  whom  he  was  overlooked. 
From  that  moment  his  Jacobinical  influence  was  direfted 
^gainll  him,  and  that  condod,  added  to  his  other  relative 
3  .qualities^ 
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qualities,  procured  him   a  feat  in  the  Convention,  as  one 
of  the  Parifian  deputation. 

Champagneux,  in  his  confinement,  regrets  his  liberty 
lefs  than  the  pleafure  of  fometimes  alleviating  my  capti- 
vity, while  I  am  afflided  at  his,  which  he  owes  to  his 
connexion  with  Roland  and  rayfelf.  As  to  Bofc,  who 
has  already  given  up  his  place  of  adminiftrator  at  the 
poft-office,  and  whom  I  endeavour  to  perfuade  not  to 
run  the  rifk  of  a  prifon  by  vifiting  me  in  mine,  I  fee  him 
once  a  week,  as  it  were  by  fleakh.  In  the  midft  of 
all  thefe  forrows,  I  can  however  offer  my  friends  a  feat 
in  the  pleafant  room,  where  the  kind-hearted  Madame 
Bouchaud  has  fequellered  me  from  all  the  appearances 
of  a  prifon.  I  am  there  expofed,  it  is  true,  to  the  in- 
convenience of  having  a  fentry  planted  dire6ily  oppcfite 
my  window,  on  whofe  account  I  am  always  obliged  to 
keep  my  curtains  drawn,  and  who  comes  to  liften  to 
every  thing  that  is  faid  when  I  am  not  alone j  and 
I  am  diflurbed  by  the  horrible  barking  of  three  great 
dogs,  whole  kennel  is  at  lefs  than  ten  paces  diftance. 
I  am  alfo  clofe  to  a  large  room,  pompoufly  ftyled  the 
council-chamber,  where  the  adminiftrators  of  the  police 
do  their  bufinefs  when  they  come  to  examine  a  prifoner. 
It  is  to  this  neighbourhood  that  I  am  indebted  for  the- 
knowledge  of  fome  curious  fcenes,  of  which  I  am  go- 
ing to  fay  a  few  words. 

Two  men,  v/hofe  names  I  once  knew,  and  have  ei- 
ther forgotten,  or  do  not  choofe  to  repeat,  becaufe  the 
nameg  of  fuch  wretches  are  not  deferving  of  mention,  had 
been  fent  to  prifon  for  their  malverfations  in  the  clothing 
of  the  troops,  in  which  department  of  the  public  fer- 
vice  they  were  employed.     They  had  for  friends,  or  for 
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accomplices.  Tome  people  of  their  own  dercrlptlon,  and 
thofe  people  were  aftually  adminiftrators  of  the  police. 
Charged  in  that  quality  with  the  maintenance  of  order  in 
the  prifonSj  and  the  fuperintendance  of  the  gaolers,  they 
carne  to  Sainte- Pelagic  once  or  twice  a  week,  with 
other  friends  like  thejnfelves,  ten  or  twelve  in  number, 
and  fometimes  more,  fent  for  the  two  darling  prifoners 
to  the  council-chamber,  and  there  making  the  gaoler 
give  them  capons,  chickens,  eggs,  wine,  cordials,  coffee, 
&c.  confumed  them  at  his  expence,  and  kept  up 
their  orgies  three  or  four  hours  together.  No  one 
would  ever  imagine,  and  jnofl;  afiuredly  I  fhall  not 
undertake  to  relate  the  brutal  joy,  the  fulfome  converia- 
tion,  and  the  infamy  of  thefe  entertainments.  The  word 
patriotifm,  (lupidly  applied,  and  repeated  emphatically 
on  every  mention  of  the  fcafrold,  to  which  It  was  pro^ 
per  to  {tnd  2i\]  fiifpe5fed  perjons ;  that  denomination  be^ 
{lowed  upon  every  one  who  had  received  a  good  educa^ 
tion,  or  was  pofiefTed  of  a  fortune  not  recently  flolen  ; 
the  difgufting  kiiles  fi-om  thofe  mouths,  reeking  vvith 
wine,  fmacking  upon  the  cheeks  of  the  new  comers,  and 
repeated  in  concert  at  the  moment  of  breaking  upj  the 
obfcene  jells  of  men  deftitute  of  all  morality,  and  ftran- 
gers  to  all  fhame  i  and  the  filly  pride  of  atrocious  block- 
heads, who  dreamed  of  nothing  but  denunciations,  and 
whofe  fole  fcience  confided  iq  imprifoning  their  bet- 
ters.  

Plato  might  well  compare  democracy  to  an  auSllon  of 
government,  a  kind  oi  fatty  where  all  pofTiblc  modes  of 
adminiftration  are  intermixed.  But  how  would  he  cha- 
ra6lerize  that  ftate  of  fociety  where  micn  like  thefe  are 
iiarbiters  of  the  liberty  of  their  fellow- citizens  ?  W hen- 
eye^ 
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ever  this  agreeable  company  came,  Bouchaud  or  his  wile 
never  failed  to  withdraw  my  key  from  the  door,  and  to 
give  me  notice  of  their  arrival.  At  lad  I  took  my  re-* 
folution,  and  fhut  my  ears  againft  their  noife ;  I  even 
found  an  entertainment  in  condnuing  my  Hifiorical  Me- 
moirs,  and  in  writing  vigorous  paffages,  before  the  eyes, 
as  it  were,  of  wretches  who  would  have  torn  me  fa 
pieces  if  they  had  heard  only  a  fingle  phrafe. 

As  the  joth  of  Auguftwas  at  hand,  and  fears  were  en- 
tertained of  a  rehearfal  of  the  2d  of  September,  in  the 
prifons,   the  adminiftrators  found  means  to  get  out  the 
rogues    of  their  acquaintance ;  and  by  fo  doing  put  an 
end  to  the  civic  feafts  at  Sainte-Pelagie.     If  I  could  per- 
fuade  myfelf  to  meddle  with  fuch  difgufting  matters,  I 
could  give  very  aftonifhing,   and   very   fhocking   ac- 
counts, of  the  abufes  that  prevail  in  the  prifons — the 
criminals  would  there  be  feen  converdng  into  accom- 
plices almofl  all  the  fervants,  and   other  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  bufinefs  of  the  place;  women  of  the  town, 
guilty  of  ferious  offences,  obtaining   their  enlargement 
without  a   trial,  by  means  of  the  adminiftrator,   who 
fleeps  with  them  the  night  after;  aflafTms,  rich  enough 
to  pay  an  advocate  (defenjeur  cfficieux)  with  the  produce 
of  their  robberies,  bribing  him  to  deftroy  the  vouchers, 
and  procure  the  impunity,  of  their  crimes;  and  profefled 
thieves  keeping  up  their  intrigues  with  one  another,  and 
with   dieir   accomplices  without;   thieving  ftill,  though 
immured  in  a  prifon ;  and  dividing  the  fpoils  with  the 
turnkey,  or  with  the  gendarme^  who  appears  to  guard 
them.     Every  thing  gets  tainted  or  completely  fpoiled 
in  thefe   infeclious  places  under  a   vicious  adminiftra- 

tion. 
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tion,  defiring  only  to   deftroy,  carelefs  of  corredlngj 
and  aftuated  by  palTion  alone. — *  CompalTionate  and  ge- 
nerous Howard,  who  wanderedft  over  all  Europe  to  vi- 
lit  thofe  gloonriy  dungeons,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  an 
equitable  government  ought  never  to  let  innocence  lan- 
guiih,   and  where  it  fliould  alfo  take  care  to  diftinguiih 
weaknefs  from  criminality,  how  would  your  feeling  heart 
have  been  hurt  if  you  had  been  perfeftly  acquainted  with 
the  management  of  the  prifons  belonging  to  the  nation 
then  efteemed  the  gentleft  upon  earth  V    There  no  dif- 
tinflion  is  made  between  giddy  youth  and  hardened  guilt. 
I  have  feen  a  botanical   ftudent,  who  had  fpoken  ill  of 
JVlarat,  confined  in  the  fame  room  with  highway  robbers. 
There  no  refped  is  fhewn   to  morals.     I  have  feen  a 
girl  of  fourteen,  who.  was  claimed  by  her  parents,  de- 
tained in-  the  fame  cell  with  the   infamous  woman  who' 
had  juft  feduced  her,  and  who  had   been  taken  up  for 
that  offence.     There  no  regard  is  had  to  decency,  or 
attention  to  falubrity,  in  the  conftrudion  of  the  edifice, 
or  in  the  laying  out  of  the  internal  fpace.     A  building, 
is  now  erefting  at  Sainte-Pelagie,  on  an  immenfe  piece 
of  ground,  by  an  archited  of  confined  ideas,  a  man  of 
no  mind,  who  is  taking  meafures  contrary  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  radonality,  and   yet  no  perfon  in  the  fuperior 
branches  of  adminiftration  is  either  able   or  willing  to 
correfl  his  plan. 

Here  I  muH  do  juflice  to.  the  prefent  keeper.  He 
does  v/hat  he  can  in  matters,  of  detail,  but  nothing  can 
prevent  the  bad  cpnfequences  refuking  from  an  organ- 
ization elTentially  vicious.  There  ought  to  be  either 
diftinft  houfes,  fome  appropriated  to  criminals,  and  others 
to  fufpicious  or  fufpeded  perfons,  or  elfe  wings  entirely 
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tletached ;  nor  fliould  there  be  any  communicaiion  be* 
twcen  the  two  fexes.  But  as  this  is  not  the  place  for  a- 
treacife  upon  the  llibjedj  I  can  only  lament  the  deftiny 
of  a  people,  in  the  eliablifhment  of  whofe  liberty  it  is 
jmpoiTible  for  thofe  to  believe  who  have  once  been  wit- 
neffes  to  its  extreme  corruption. 

On  my  firft  coming  to  Sainte-Pelagie^  I  was  waited 
iipon  by  a  woman,  confined  for  fome  trifiing  oifcnce„ 
Her  fervices  were  an  alTiflance  to  my  weakncfs^  while  I 
had  the  means  of  making  them  an  alleviation  of  her  dif- 
trels.  Not  but  that  I  was  very  well  able  to  be  my  own 
fervant :  'Tciit/ien  hknau  genereux  courage* y  was  faid  of 
Favonius  performing  for  Pompey  in  his  misfortunes  the 
offices  which  valets  are  acquftomed  to  perform  for  their 
mailers.  This  may^be  appHejd  with  equal  truth,  to  the 
unfortunate  man,  ftripped  of  his  fortune,  and  providing 
for  all  his  v/ants,  and  to,  the  auftere  philofopher,  difdain- 
ing  every  fuperfluity..  Qiiintiusf  was  roafting  his  tur- 
nips when  he  received  the  ambaffadors  of  the  Sam- 
nites ;  and  I  could  have  made  my  bed  at  Sainte-Pe-- 
iagie  J  but,  as  in  fetching  water,  and  things  of  the  lik© 
kind,  it  was  neceiTary  to  go  through  long  pafiages,  and 
to  mix  with  their  various  inhabitants,  I  was  not  forry 
to  have  a  perfon  whom  I  could  oblige  by  fending  her 
on  fuch.  errands.  She  continued  to  affift  me  in  the  room 
I  had  been  indulged  v;ith,  and'  was  coming  in  one 
morning  at  the  y^rj  moment  that  an  adminiilrator  v^as 

*  Every  thing  becomes  a  nob'e  fpirit. 
■^    By  ^lintius,  Madame  R.oland  means  Lucius  S)jiintiK:  Cincinnatxtt 
hut  Marcus  Curias  Dentaius  is  the  perfonage  of  whom  this  anecdole  is 
related  by  the  Roman  hillcrians  :    '  Ligatis  Somniium  r.urum  ojjereniihurt 
^tiU'/7i  ip/s  ir.fico  r-itpa  torrerct,"  iuo.,     PUr..  de  'viris  iUkfi/ibus.    Tranf. 
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at  the  door  of  the  council-chamber.  He  aflced  whd 
lodged  there ;  defired  to  inrpe6l  the  room ;  came  in ; 
caft  art  angry  eye  around  him ;  and  then  went  out,  and 
complained  to  the  keeper's  wife  of  the  degree  of  com- 
fort fhe  allowed  me  to  enjoy. — '  Madame  Roland  v/as 
indifpofed  (that  was  true) ;  and  1  put  her  more  in  the 
way  of  receiving  fuch  affiftance  as  (he  might  ftand  in 
need  of^  befides  (he  fometimes  amufes  herfelf  with  a 
forte  piano,  for  which  there  is  not  room  in  a  cell.' — ^  She 
mull:  do  without  it :  fend  her  this  very  day  into  a  corri- 
dor:   it  is  your  bufinefs  to  maintain  equality.* 

Unfeeling  wretch  !  is  it  to  maintain  equality  that  you 
wiOi  to  confound  me  with  the  mod  abandoned  of  wo- 
men ? — Madame  Bouchard,  more  diftrefTed  than  can  well 
be  imagined,  foon  came  to  communicate  to  me  the  order 
Ihe  had  received.  I  confoled  her  by  conforming  to  it 
■with  much  calmnefs  and  refignation  j  and  it  was  agreed 
that  I  fhould  come  down  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ta 
change  the  air,  and  to  return  to  my  ftudies,  the  materials 
for  which  I  left  where  they  were.  Thus  am  I  once  more 
deftined  to  fee  the  turnkeys,  to  hear  the  creaking  of  the 
bolts,  to  breathe  the  fetid  air  of  a  corridor,  fadly  illumined 
in  the  evening  by  a  lamp,  of  which  the  thick  fmoke  black- 
ens all  the  walls,  and  fuffocates  the  neighbourhood. 
Thefe  are  the  humane  aftions,  the  figns  of  liberty- 
given  by  thofe  men,  who  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Eaftille 
recall  to  our  recoUedion  the  cruelty  of  the  governor  kil- 
ling Lauzun's  fpider,  and  who,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
fend  up  birds  carrying  ftreamers,  to  announce  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  upper  regions  the  felicity  of  the  earth. 
Infolcnt  comedians !  you  are  playing  your  laft  parts : 
the  enemy  is  at  hand. — By  the  enemy  I  mean  the  de- 
partments 
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partments  endeavouring  to  infure  the  triumph  of  reafon 
and  of  true  liberty,  and  preparing  your  ruin. 

Mine  is  inevitable,  no  doubt ;  I  have  deferved  the  ha- 
tred of  all  tyrants ;  but  I  only  regret  that  of  my  coun- 
try, which  your  chaftifement  will  confole,  but  cannot 
fave. 

As  to  the  red,  the  confequences  of  oppreffion  have 
filled  the  corridor  I  inhabit  with  women  in  whofe  com- 
pany I  can  remain  without  {hame,  and  even  with  plea- 
fure.  I  have  found  there  the  wife  of  a  jufiice  of  peace, 
whofe  neighbour  afcribes  to  her  exprelTions  flyled  unci- 
vie  i  I  have  found  there  the  wife  alfo  of  the  prefident  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunal ;  and  there  I  have  found  Ma- 
dame Petion. — '  I  litde  thought,'  laid  I  on  accofting 
her,  ^  when  I  was  (haring  your  uneafinefs  at  the  Mairie^y 
on  the  icth  of  Augud,  1792,  that  we  (hoiild  keep  our 
fad  anniverfary  at  Sainte-Pelagie,  and  that  the  fall  of 
the  throne  would  lead  to  our  difgrace.' 


'O* 


*  The  refidence  of  the  mayor. 
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RAPID    OBSERVATIONS 

On  the  Indi^ment  drawn  up  hy  Amar  againjl  the  Members 
of  the  Convention* 

If  there  have  exifted  a  confpracy  againfi  the  unity  and 
indivifihility  of  the  republic y  againfi  the  liberty  and  thefafety 
of  the  French  people^  it  is  evident  that  it  can  only  have 
been  formed  by  the  abettors  of  defpotifm,  by  ambi- 
tious men,  vvifhing  to  monopolize  power  and  riches,  or 
by  the  enemies  of  mankind. 

Brijfot,  Genfonncj  Fergniaux,  Guadety  GorfaSy  Petionj  Bu^ 
zoti  &c.  are  accounted  fuch.  Thefe  men  muft  then 
have  fhewn,  on  more  occafions  than  one,  their  hatred  of 
liberty,  their  thirft  of  gain,  their  eagernefs  to  obtain 
places,  all  the  vices  and  corruption,  in  fhort,  that  are  na- 
tural to  fuch  characters.  Suppofing  even  that  they  had 
affumed  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  it  was  impoffible  for  the 
end  they  had  in  view  to  remain  concealed :  their  con- 
du6t  muft  have  betrayed  it,  and  their  interefted  motives 
muft  have  evidently  appeared.  Let  us  enquire  into  what 
they  were  ;  let  us  fee  how  they  have  a6ledj  and  we  Ihall 
be  able  to  judge  of  what  is  laid  to  their  charge.  After 
that  it  will  be  time  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  conspiracy  it- 
felf,  which  very  pofHbly  may  refemble  the  ftory  of  the 
golden  tooth  *  •,  or  may  amount  to  nothing  more  than  the 

*  After  fome  of  the  greateft  natural  hiftorians  and  philofophers  in 
Europe  had  been  long  employed  in  endeavouring  to  account  for  the 
exiftence  of  a  golden  tooth  in  a  living  fubjeft,  they  found  out  with 
furprifing  fagacity  that  the  tooth  was  a  falfe  one.     Tratif. 

well- 
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well-known  efforts  of  ariftocrates  and  royalldSj  manifeft- 
ed  as  early  as  the  infancy  of  the  revolution,  and  con- 
ne6ted  with  the  enterprizes  of  foreign  powers. — Let  us 
look  at  a  few  of  thefe  men  in  private  life  before  the 
year  1789,  the  aera  when  the  bufy  fcene  of  politics, 
then  opening,  firft  brought  tliem  forward  to  public  view  ; 
and  let  us  obferve  the  courfe  they  afterwards  purfued. 
Advocates  for  the  moft  part,  fome  had  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  at  the  bar,  9thers  had  made  themfelves  known 
in  the  republic  of  letters  i  feveral,  remarkable  only  for 
the  integrity  they  had  difplayed  in  their  profellions,  were 
feated  in  the  States  General,  by  the  efteem  that  integrity 
had  procured  them,  while  feveral  others  devoted  them- 
felves to  the  laborious,  but  honourable  functions  of  jour- 
nalifts,  and  ftruggled  courageoufly  with  defpotifm  dri- 
ven to  defpair. 

Tetjony  iimple  in  his  manners,  moderate  in  his  defires, 
and  married  to  a  woman  of  excellent  fenfe,  refided  at 
Chartres.  Efteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  had 
witnefled  his  birth,  and  already  noted  for  that  philofophy 
which  marks  a  good  underftanding,  at  an  early  period  in 
life  he  was  deemed  worthy  of  a  feat  in  the  afTembly  of 
the  Hates. 

Buzott  diftinguifhed  at  Evreux  by  his  flri6t  probity, 
and  premature  prudence,  infpired  confidence,  and  de- 
ferved  confideration  at  an  age  when  fo  many  others  think 
of  nothing  but  pleafure.  A  tafte  for  ftudy,  and  the  foii- 
tary  habits  of  a  meditative  mind,  filled  up  all  thofe  mo- 
ments which  he  did  not  devote  to  the  bar  j  while  man- 
ners equally  pure  and  gentle,  rendered  him  dear  to  his 
friends.  The  warmth  of  his  fcntiments,  the  eafe  of  his 
elocution,  and  the  aufterity  of  his  principles,  procured  him 

G  2  the 
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the  honourable  office  of  carrying  his  country's  complaints 
and  demands  to  the  States  General. 

Gor/asj  the  father  of  a  numerous  family,  undertook, 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  revolution,  to  conduct  a 
periodical  paper,  in  which  he  combated  the  ilill  power- 
ful court,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  the  defence  of  die 
people,  always  endeavouring  to  eftabliih,  and  never  neg- 
lefting  to  reclaim,  their  rights. 

Brijfotj  a  writer  from  his  early  youth,  had  preached 
liberty  in  the  time  of  defpotifm,  and  humanity  during  the 
reign  of  tyranny :  he  had  long  prayed  for  the  revolution^ 
had  helped  to  bring  it  forward  by  expoiing  the  abufes  of 
the  times,  and  had  undergone  imprifonment  as  a  punifh- 
ment  for  the  freedom  of  his  writings.  More  taken  up 
with  moral  truths  in  polidcs  than  with  the  care  of  his 
fortune,  he  had  engaged  in  feveral  fpeculations,  the  fai- 
lure of  which  had  inci-eafed  his  poverty  without  in- 
jury to  his  honour.  The  revolution  was  the  fignal  of 
his  political  life :  he  began  his  career  in  the  midft  of 
ftorms,  difcuffing  principles,  fparing  no  one  who  appeared 
to  violate  them,  and  labouring  without  intermiffion  for 
the  public  weal. 

I  ilop  for  a  moment  at  thefe  four  perfonages :  the  two 
firft  made  a  figure  in  the  conftituent  aflembly ;  Brilfot 
obtained  a  feat  in  the  fucceeding  legiflature  j  and  all  four 
became  members  of  the  Convendon.  Was  there  a 
fingle  circumftance  in  which  they  afted  unlike  them- 
fclves  ?  Did  they  alTume  any  authority  ?  Did  they  ac- 
quire any  wealth  ?  Or  did  they  aim  at  the  fupreme 
power  for  themfelves  and  their  friends  ? 

Petioi^ 
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Petion  and  Buzot  ferved  the  caufe  of  liberty  in  the 
conftituent  aflembly,  with  a  zeal  and  conftancy  which 
procured  them  the  hatred  of  ariftocracy,  and  the  favour 
of  the  people :  but  popular  favour  is  inconftant,  while 
perfevering  hatred  gains  fredi  (trength  by  the  accef- 
fion  of  all  the  jealous,  whofe  attacks  never  fail  to  follow 
any  brilliant  fuccefs.  Buzot,  belonging  to  the  criminal 
tribunal  of  Evreus,  preferred  doing  his  duty  in  his  na- 
tive country"  to  the  exercife  of  the  fame  functions  at  Pa- 
ris, which  would  have  better  fuited  an  ambitious  man ; 
he  fupported  his  reputation  in  the  prefence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  of  the  enemies  he  had  made  himfelf  by  his 
civifm ;  and  obtained  by  his  rrjerit  a  feat  in  the  Conven- 
tion, after  having  eftablifhed  a  popular  fociety  in  the 
town,  as  an  indifpenfable  barrier  againft  the  fbruggles  of 
defpotifm  in  chains,  but  not  fubdued.  It  cannot  be  faid 
that  he  had  either  his  re-ele6lion,  or  any  kind  of  em- 
ploy in  view  on  leaving  the  conftituent  aflembly,  any 
more  than  Petion ;  for  they  were  the  very  men  who 
procured  the  pafling  of  the  decree  forbidding  the  memr. 
bers  of  that  aflembly  to  hold  any  place  or  to  be  re-eledt- 
ed  for  four  years  to  come.  They  had  even  demanded 
an  interval  of  fix  3  but  at  the  time  of  the  revifion  that 
decree  was  repealed,  in  fpite  of  xheir  endeavours  to 
maintain  it.  Buzot  then  entered  the  Convention  as  pure 
as  he  had  left  the  conftituent  aflembly;  and  there  for 
a  while  we  will  leave  him.  We  fliail  fee  hereafter  how 
he  conduced  himfelf,  and  fhall  be  able  to  judge  whe- 
ther a  man  who  braved  clamour  and  outrages  in  fup-  , 
port  of  his  opinions,  even  admitting  fome  of  them  to 
be  erroneous,  could  be  an  ambitious  hypocrite,  or  a 
confpirator. 

G  3  Petion 
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Petion  was  elevated  to  the  mayoralty  by  popular  fa- 
vour, and  preferved  it  till  after  the  loth  of  Auguft,  as 
well  as  the  hatred  of  the  court,  which  manifefted  itfelf  on 
every  occafion,  even  to  the  very  laft.  It  is  only  of  late 
that  any  one  has  ventured  to  accufe  him  of  going  to  the 
palace  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  it,  while  it  is  well 
known  that  he  was  expofed  to  its  fire.  The  calumniating 
aflertion  of  his  having  given  Mandat  orders  to  fire  upon 
the  people,  is  aifo  of  recent  date.  I  afk  v^hat  could 
tempt  Petion,  detefted  by  the  court,  and  beloved  by  the 
people,  to  betray  the  latter,  and  ferve  the  former,  when  it 
flood  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin?  Could  he  who  had  ac- 
quired popularity  by  combating  regal  power,  have  any 
reafon  to  forfeit  it,  when  the  people  were  beginning  to  ob- 
tain power  ?  Let  us  put  the  philofopher  and  the  zealous 
citizen  out  of  the  queftion :  let  us  look  only  to  the  man  j 
and  we  fhall  fee  that  even  in  the  eftimation  of  ambition  and 
felf-intereft,  the  condu6l  attributed  to  Petion  would  have 
been  abfurd;  and  that  if  he  had  not  too  much  principle,  he 
had  at  leaft  too  much  good  fenfe,  to  fall  into  fuch  an  error. 
He  was  prevented  by  his  office  from  putdng  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  infurredion;  and  to  prevent  his  oppofmg 
it,  he  fhould  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  a6ling,  or 
confined.  This  the  heedlefs  commune  forgot  to  do,  and 
I  remember,  that  Lanthenas  went  twice  from  the  Mairie 
to  the  town-houfe,  to  advife  their  putting  a  ftrong  guard 
on  his  hotel.  The  reporter  (Amar)  did  not  fay  a  fyl- 
iable  of  the  mafiacres  of  the  fecond  of  September:  he 
wifely  avoided  the  danger  of  touching  on  a  queftion,  both 
fides  of  which  had  been  fupported  by  the  Mountaineers. 
When  Roland  denounced  thofe  maflacres,  the  Jacobins 
faid  they  were  the  work  of  the  people  and  of  its  ven- 
geance : 
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geance  :  they  even  made  it  a  crime  not  to  applaud  them; 
and  when  Petion,  with  the  reft  of  the  right  fide,  obtained 
a  decree  to  profecute  the  murderers,  Petion  and  the  right 
fide  were  called  the  enemies  of  liberty  and  of  the  people. 
But  v/hen  the  decree  had  fallen  into  defuetude,  when  the 
Jacobins  triumphed,  and  the  twenty-two  were  pro- 
fcribed,  the  Jacobins  themfelves,  and  Hebert  among 
the  firft  of  them,  impudently  afferted  that  the  malTacres 
were  Petion's  work. 

Guadet,  Fcrgmaux,  and  Genfonnej  diftinguifhed  by  their 
talents,  and  well  known  at  Bourdeaux  as  friends  to  the 
revolution,  were  elefted  members  of  the  legiflative  alTem- 
bly.  They  v/ere  the  firft  men  for  talents  in  that  body,  a 
kind  of  ariftocracy  which  procured  them  more  numerous 
and  more  dangerous  enemies  than  any  want  of  civifm 
could  have  done.  They  alternately  filled  the  prefident's 
chair  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  at  that  critical  moment 
when  the  weak  would  have  trembled  at  fuch  a  painful 
pre-eminence  j  nor  can  any  but  knaves  reproach  them 
with  the  moderation  and  the  temper  they  difplayed  in 
their  conduft  at  that  interefting  period.  Brifi"ot  natu- 
rally became  intimate  with  them,  becaufe  he  approached 
nearer  to  their  level  than  any  other  perfon,  in  like  manner 
as  a  fimilarity  of  fentiments  had  made  him  connefl  him- 
felf  with  the  defenders  of  principles  in  the  conftituent 
aflembly,  to  which  he  did  not  belong :  the  countryman 
and  friend  of  Petion,  he  became  acquainted  with  fuch  of 
his  colleagues  as  fupported  that  caufe  in  favour  of  which 
his  journal  was  compofed. 

He  had  laboured  under  the  fame  miftake  as  many 
other  perfons,  in  regard  to  la  Fayette ;  or  rather  it  may 
be  faid,  that  la  Fayette,  fwayed  at  firft  by  the  principles 
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he  had  adopted,  had  no  longer  the  flrength  of  mind  ne- 
ceiTary  to  fupport  them  when  the  ftruggle  became  difE- 
ciiit;  or  that,  fearing  the  confequences  of  too  great  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  eftablifh  fome  kind  of  counterpoife.  The  faft  is,  that 
as  he  profelTed  republicanifm  in  private,  BrifTot  was  a 
long  while  before  he  could  believe  him  guilty,  when 
he  was  become  fo  in  the  eyes  of  more  violent  men.  But 
he  had  blamed  him  without  refer ve,  and  publicly  de- 
clared his  rupture  with  him,  before  the  affair  of  the 
Champ- de-Mars.  Here  the  reporter  piques  himfelf  fo 
little  upon  accuracy,  that  he  confounds  dates  i  he  makes 
BrifTot  come  to  the  Jacobins  in  March  1791,  to  prepare 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Champ-de-Mars y  which  did  not  take 
place  till  Julyj  and  which  was  folely  occafioned  by  the 
flight  and  return  of  the  king  in  the  month  of  June.  It 
is  well  known  befides,  that  Briffot  did  not  go  to  the  Ja- 
cobins to  excite  them  to  fign  the  petition,  but  merely  be- 
caufe  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  to  draw  it 
up.  I  remember  to  have  heard  him  relate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  Ladcs^  who  was  alfo  of  the  committee, 
complained  of  fuch  a  violent  head-ach  that  he  could  not 
hold  the  pen,  and  that  he  begged  of  Briffot  to  take  it; 
that  the  fame  Laclos  propofed  the  infercion  of  an  article 
which  he  mentioned  with  an  air  of  indifference,  but  which 
would  have  been  favourable  to  d'Orleans;  and  that  he 
(Briffot)  rejected  it  with  indignation,  and  fubftituted  the 
paffage  recommending  a  republic,  for  which  that  mo- 
ment was  peculiarly  proper,  arid  might  have  been  turned 
to  great  account.  It  is  alfo  well  known  that  the  affembly 
having  decided  in  favour  of  the  king,  the  Jacobins,  in- 
ftead  of  fending  their  petition  to  the  Ch amp- de- Mars :,  fenc 
8  deputies 
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deputies  there  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  a  proper  place 
for  their  purpofe,  after  the  decree.  This  took  place 
on  the  Saturday.'  I  favv  the  deputies  come  to  the 
Champ'de-Mars  at  noon,  with  not  more  than  two  or 
three  hundred  perfons,  and  .where  Verrieres,  the  little 
hump- backed  cordelier,  and  fome  others,  were  declaim- 
ing upon  the  national  altar.  It  was  on  the  Sunday 
morning,  that  two  men  were  hanged,  when  there  were 
not  thirty  perfons  aflembled,  a  fact  which  I  have 
heard  attributed  with  fome  probability  to  the  contris'- 
ance  of  the  Lameths  and  others,  who  wanted  an  op- 
portunity of  employing  force,  and  infpiring  terror. 
Certain  it  is,  that  Sunday  having  brought  together  a 
great  number  of  people,  who  had  been  attradted  by  the 
vague  report  of  a  petition,  while  that  of  the  hanging  bu- 
finefs  had  not  as  yet  got  abroad,  Robert  fet  about  drawing 
one  up,  completed  it,  and  was  getting  it  figned,  when  the 
military  were  called  out,  in  confequence  of  a  denunciation 
made  to  the  alTerably,  and  of  the  violent  letter  written  by 
Charles  Lameth,  the  prefident,  to  the  commune  of  Paris, 
fetting  forth  the  neceffity  of  reprefling  the  horrid  difor- 
ders  of  which  two  men  had  been  the  vidims.  Thus  did 
the  morning  murder,  committed,  as  it  were,  by  ftealth, 
ferve  as  a  pretext  for  fhooting  the  people  afTembled  in 
the  afternoon.  The  red  flag  was  hoified  at  the  town-hall, 
terror  and  imprifonment  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
prepared  the  triumph  of  the  revifors,  who  wilhed  to  give 
flrength  to  the  party  of  the  court.  Surely  it  will  be 
quite  enough  to  read  the  Patriot^  of  that  time,  to  judge 
whether  it  be  poiTible  that  BriiTot,  who  denounced  the 
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affair  of  the  Champ-de-MarSj  fupported  the  peo[)le,  and 
attacked  the  revifors,  could  at  the  fame  time  have  been 
their  accomplice.  This  accufation  is  abfurd  in  the  ex- 
treme !  But  every  thing  is  fo  from  one  end  to  the  other 
of  this  work  of  iniquity.  I  will  not  enter  here  into  the 
queflion  of  the  war,  which  was  the  fignal  of  the  great  di- 
vifion  that  took  place  among  the  patriots.  Robefpierre, 
fiery,  jealous,  greedy  of  popularity,  and  inclined  to  do- 
mineer, both  by  his  nature,  and  the  high  opinion  he  en- 
tertained of  his  own  merit,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
party  that  oppofed  the  declaration  of  hoftilities.  It  would 
be  worth  the  trouble  to  examine  the  fpeeches  on  ihe  fubje6l: 
to  me  it  appeared  that  the  mafs  of  enlightened  perfons  were 
in  general  for  the  affirmative,  and  confequendy  of  Briffot's 
opinion.  Certain  it  is  that  the  court  was  veiy  repugnant 
to  the  meafure,  and  that  the  king  was  in  a  manner  over- 
ruled by  his  council.  He  had  every  thing  to  gain  by 
delay :  the  enemy  were  making  their  preparadons  at  their 
eafe,  and  our'ina6lion  would  have  delivered  us  into  their 
hands,  a  defencelefs  prey.  Robefpierre  could  not  for- 
give BriiTot  this  triumph.  The  ice  was  broken,  and 
from  that  moment  it  became  his  fole  obje6l  to  bring  for- 
ward all  the  mdsfortunes  that  befel  us,  whether  inevitable 
or  not,  as  crimes  againft  the  partifans  of  the  war.  The 
exaggeration  of  pafiion  became  by  degrees  a  fyuem  of 
refined  calumny,  artfully  contrived,  and  obftinately  per- 
levered  in.  BrilTot  could  no  longer  make  the  eulogium 
of  any  man,  without  its  being  conftrued  into  perfidy,  if 
that  man  afterwards  departed  from  the  line  of  duty. 
BrifTot  was  acquainted  with  fcveral  perfons  in  the  miniftry 
by  whom  he  was  efteemed — here  was  another  reafon  of 
jealoufy  and  diilrufl.     Thofe  minifters,  honourably  dif- 
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graced  by  the  court,  were  recalled  after  the  fall  of  the 
throne ;  and  BriiTot  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  few  men 
in  the  affembly  pofTefled  of  any  talents,  or  exercifing 
any  influence:  BriiTot  confequently  appeared  an  im- 
portant perfonage  to  Robcfpierre,  who  determined  to 
ruin  him,  and  had  full  leifure  to  effe6h  his  purpofe  j  for 
BrifTot,  conftantly  confiding  in  the  goodnefs  of  his  inten- 
tions, could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  go  and  enter  the 
lifts  at  the  Jacobins  with  an  everlafting  haranguer, 
who  tired  him  to  death.  He  defpifed  the  adverfary  by 
whom  he  was  overcome.  But  who  could  have  believed 
the  convention  fo  weak,  or  the  people  fo  flupid  ?  Thofe 
only,  who  not  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  hurried  along  by 
the  current  ofdaily  events,  recur  frequently  to  the  page  of 
hiftory,  meditate  upon  its  contents,  and  compare  the  pre- 
fent  with  times  paft.  I  never  faw  any  man  in  place  do 
fo  fince  the  revolution  •,  indeed  they  have  hardly  time  to 
breathe,  and  to  anfwer  to  the  calls  of  each  returning 
day,  without  an  extreme  and  uncommon  economy  in  the 
diftribution  of  their  hours. 

The  letter  of  Genfonne  and  his  aflbciates  to  Louis  XVI. 
cannot  be  ccnftrued  into  treafon,  unlefs  by  the  moft  de- 
termined malevolence.  It  is  true,  nobody  could  at  that 
time  be  fure  of  a  fuccefsful  revolution:  the  v/ifeft  men 
were  therefore  defirous  that  the  king  fhould  feel  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  enforcing  the  conftitution,  and  refolve  upon  re- 
calling, and  retaining  thofe  minifters  who  were  fincerely 
inclined  to  execute  the  laws.  They  had  given  proofs  of 
their  pacriotifm,  and  the  application  for  their  recal  was 
not  a  ftep  dire6led  by  private  intereft,  but  the  expreffion 
of  the  general  will.  Roland,  for  his  part,  knew  nothing 
of  the  letter  until  a  late  period,  and_  probably  would 
3  never 
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never  have  heard  of  it  if  it  had  not  become  public.  But 
let  us  attend  to  the  charges  brought  againfl  him  in  thefe 
articles  of  impeachment,  v/hich  will  refieft  everlafting 
diigrace  on  the  age  and  nation,  that  could  either  applaud 
them,  or  eveii  fulTer  them  to  paf?,  without  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  reprobation. 

"  The  very  day  after  the  loth  of  Auguft,"  fay  thefe 
articles^  "  Genfonne  and  his  faction  polled  up  libels  re- 
"  fleding  upon  thofe  who  had  contributed  to  the  fall  of 
^^  the  throne,  upon  the  Jacobins,  upon  the  council- ge- 
"  neral  of  the  commune,  and  upon  the  people  of  Paris. 
*'  The  pens  of  Louvet,  Briffot,  and  Champagneux,  were 
"  fet  to  work ;  enormous  packets  of  thofe  libels  were 
*'  feen  at  Roland's  houfe,  and  all  his  fervants  were  em- 
"  ployed  in  difperfing  them." 

I  have  read  this  paffage  twice,  v^ithout  being  able  to 
conceive  how  any  one  could  dare  to  write  it.  Gen- 
fonne never  to  my  knowledge  polled  up  any  thing: 
Louvet  was  editor  of  the  Sentinel,  of  which  complete 
colledlions  exift :  it  was  of  great  fervice  to  the  revolu- 
tion, and  is  an  everlafting  refutadon  of  thefe  aflertions; 
for  it  breathes  nothing  but  liberty,  great  and  wife  prin- 
ciples, the  hatred  of  tyranny,  and  the  love  of  equality. 
Roland  has  perhaps  contributed  as  much  as  any  body 
to  reconcile  men's  minds  to  the  revoludon ;  his  circular 
letters  exift  j  let  them  be  readj  and  let  any  one  be 
pointed  out,  that  is  not  even  excellent.  Champagneux 
never  difpatched  any  papers  but  thofe  printed  by  order 
of  the  afiembly ;  nor  was  any  alteration  ever  made  in 
them ;  the  contrary  fuppofition  is  as  abfurd  as  it  is  abo- 
minable. In  the  firll  place,  it  was  impoffible,  for  it  was 
not  Roland  who  had  them  printed,  but  the  authors  at 
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Baiidolns,  from  whom  the  rrsinifter  ufed  to  demand  a 
certain  number  of  copies:  fecondly,  it  was  ufelefs ;  for 
fuppoiing  that  he  made  a  releftion,  he  was  free  to  fend 
off  a  fmailer  .number  of  thofc  which  he  deemed  the. 
lead  deferving  of  attention  :  and,  laftly,  if  there  had  been 
the  fmalleft  breach  of  faith,  the  perfons  interefted  would 
not  have  waited  a  year  to  make  their  complaints,  and 
demonftrate  the  deceit.  What  then  can  be  intended 
by  this  ridiculous  pafiage  ? — I  have  divined  it  j  and  it  is 
a  matter  which  demands  fome  explanation. 

In  revolutionary  movements,  the  mod  a<5t:ive  people 
are  not  alv/ays  the  mofl  blamelefs :  how  many  beings 
come  forward  only  that  they  may  appear  of  fom.e  con- 
fequence  in  the  world !  Their  fervices,  however,  are 
not  to  be  defpifed ;  but  when  once  the  point  in  viev/  is 
gained,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  lofe  no  time  in  re-efta- 
blilhing  order  to  avoid  the  dilTolution  of  the  focial  body. 
The  commune  formed  on  the  icth  of  Auguft  had  con- 
tributed to  the  fall  of  the  tyrant :  they  did  well ;  but  fe- 
veral  of  its  members  had  been  guilty  of  various  ex- 
ceffes ;  a  great  deal  of  pillage  and  robbery  had  taken 
place  at  the  Tuikries  and  elfewhere;  confiderable  fums 
had  been  given  to  the  commune  for  the  purchale  of 
corn ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  minifter  of  the  home 
department  to  demand  their  accounts,  and  to  tranfmit 
them  to  the  legiflative  body.  Roland  then  prefied  the 
commune  to  give  in  their  accounts  i  but  the  commune 
being  little  difpofed,  and  ftill  lefs  able,  to  comply,  the 
minifter,  with  a  view  to  juftice,  and  to  avoid  fharing  in 
the  blame,  made  his  report  to  the  affembly  accordingly. 
If  the  affem^bly  had  poffefied  fuflicient  energy,  it  would 
not  have  waited  for  fuch  an  opportunity,  or  at  leaft  would 
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have  laid  hold  of  it,  to  conftltute  a  new  commune,   a 
political    operation    equally  jufl   and    necefiary.     But 
Danton,  v/ho  made  ufe  of  the  commune,  was  minifter : 
he  had  partifans  in  the  affembly;  and  contrived  to  keep 
his  tool.     Roland  remained  then  in  a  difficult  fituation ; 
liable  to  accufation  if  he  did  not  demand  thefe  accounts, 
and  fure  to  be  hated  if  he  did.    His  upright  chara6ler  did 
not  permit  him  to  hcfitate  j  his  auflerity  perhaps  gave 
flill  greater  folemnity  to  the  demand;  and  when  he  was 
required  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  Paris  to  the  affembly, 
he  gave  no  quarter  to  the  errors,  the  follies,  and  the 
faults  of  the  commune.     They  were  in  great  number; 
and   the   commune    confequently   became   his   enemy. 
Thus  did  he  acquire  the  hatred  of  that  a6tive  body,  who 
among  the  populace  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
patriots  of  the  icth  of  Auguft,  and  the  exterminators  of 
tyranny.     Add  to  the  commune  all  thofe  excited  by 
the  plunderer,   Danton,  againft  a  colleague  whofe  auf- 
terity  was  a  conftraint  upon  him,  and  who  had  befides 
denounced  the  September  maffacres,  another  exploit  of 
a  part  of  the  commune,  Santerre,  &c.     Add  alfo  thofe 
•whom  the  jealous  Robefpierre  fet  againft  Briffot's  con- 
nexions, and  you  will  have  altogether  a  very  confiderable 
number,  either  of  guilty  men  who  felt  the  neceffity  of 
getting  rid  of  their  watchful  denunciator,  or  of  extravagant 
patriots  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of  the  heroes  of  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  without  feeing  to  the  bottom  of  the  bufinefs, 
or  of  people  interefted  in  liipporting  them,  or  of  the 
ignorant  whom  they  impofed  upon,  with  a  few  envious 
popular  leaders,  well  fl>iilled  in  contriving  the  overthrow 
of  a  man  in  poffeffion  of  the  public  efteem.     Such  was 
the  origin  of  a  party,  which  was  increafed  by  all  the 
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new-comers  to  the  convention,  too  little  acquainted  with 
Paris,  and  public  affairs,  to  form  a  right  judgment  of 
things,  and  by  all  thofe  whofe  vanity  was  hurt  by  the 
fuperiority  of  the  diftinguifhed  members,  with  whom  Ro- 
land naturally  became  intimate,  becaufe  men  of  equal  ca- 
pacity are  ever  fond  of  one  another's  company.  Had 
1  more  time,  I  could  follow  this  party  through  all  its  ra- 
mifications, and  indicate  all  its  enterprifes ;  but  this  is 
enough  to  put  others  in  the  way  of  coming  at  the  truth. 

It  now  appears  clearly,  that  the  party  at  prefent  pre- 
dominant, of  which  Amar  is  the  organ,  beftows  the  ap- 
pellation of  lil>el  upon  thofe  writings  in  which  Roland 
exhibited  the  (late  of  Paris,  called  for  the  accounts  of 
the  commune,  held  up  the  maffacres  of  September  to 
public  indignation,  and  recommended  the  eftablifhment 
of  order  by  way  of  reconciling  all  hearts  to  the  revo- 
lution i  which  is  fomewhat  more  difncult  than  killing 
people,  according  to  the  practice  of  thefe  gendemen. 
They  do  not  point  out  thefe  pretended  libels,  for  that 
would  be  burning  their  fingers ;  but  they  fpeak  of  libels 
in  genera],  and  the  public  believing  there  muft  needs 
be  fome  foundation  for  a  charge  fo  boldly  brought  for- 
ward, applaud  the  declamation,  and  think  themfelves 
avenged  when  their  own  champions  are  put  to  death. 

The  underftanding  kept  up  with  the  Prufiians  is  a 
piece  of  extravagance  which  one  knows  not  how  to  cha- 
radlerize,  and  Brunfwick  muft  furely  laugh  at  feeing 
people  accufed  of  being  his  friends  who  attacked  him 
with  fo  much  vigour.  It  will  fuffice  to  read  the  letter 
in  which  it  is  pretended  that  Roland  confeffes  the  exifl- 
ence  of  a  plan  for  quitting  Paris,  to  form  a  judgment 
of  the  matter,   cipecially  as  to  the  intention  of  opening 
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a  paflage  for  Brunfwick.  I  know,  that  on  the  fuppo- 
lition  of  the  Pruffians  approaching  very  near  Paris, 
the  queflion,  .what  would  be  proper  to  do,  or  whe- 
ther it  would  be  expedient  to  fend  away  from  that 
town  the  national  reprefentation,  in  which  the  whole 
empire  was  interefted,  was  once  debated ;  but  the  dif- 
cufTion  was  flight,  and  hypothetical,  more  fo  indeed  than 
it  ought  to  have  been  j  nor  did  any  one  of  the  minifters 
threaten  his  colleagues.  It  was  Danton,  who,  after  the 
event,  thought  of  bringing  forward  the  denunciation,  by 
way  of  making  a  merit  of  it  to  himfelf,  and  of  injuring 
Roland.  I  recolkft  thofe  matters  perfe6ll%,  having  heard 
my  hufband  mention  them  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
council,  which  was  then  held  at  his  hotel.  As  to  the 
great  movement  of  the  people  of  Paris,  it  is  well  known 
that  it  ferved  as  a  veil  for  the  maffacres  of  the  month  of 
September,  and  that  it  was  Kellerman's  aftion  on  the 
20th  of  that  month  that  faved  the  republic. 

It  is  not  lefs  ridiculous  to  hear  the  government  of  that 
time  accufed  of  ftarving  the  people.  Never  during  Ro- 
land's adminiftration  were  provifions  fo  fcarce,  and  diffi- 
cult to  procure,  as  they  are  become  fince :  his  anxiety 
on  that  head  was  extreme,  and  any  one  may  recur  to 
what  he  fays  of  the  bad  adminiftration  peculiar  in  that 
relpefl  to  the  commune  of  Paris. 

It  is  an  infam.ous  and  abfurd  calumny  to  aflert  that 
Roland  employed  the  fums  given  him  to  purchafe  pro- 
vifions, in  the  pay  of  hireling  writers.  In  the  firft  place, 
thofe  fums  never  paffed  through  his  hands,  nor  could  he 
difpofe  of  them  otherwife  than  by  orders  upon  the  trea- 
fury  indicating  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  wanted. 
Secondly,  he  gave  an  account  of  thofe  monies ;  he  did 


(    97    ) 

fo  every  month,  and  repeated  It  on  his  going  out  of 
office,  the  whole  accompanied  by  fufficient  vouchers. 
Of  thefe  accounts  he  ne^-er  ceafed  to  call  for  a  report  j 
and  they  were  accordingly  examined  5  but  as  no  fault 
could  be  found  with  them,  the  Mountain  would  never 
fuffer  a  report  to  be  made.  Thofe  who  doubt  it  need 
only  alk  Dupn^  a  deputy  and  one  of  the  commiffioners 
charged  with  their  examination ;  they  need  only  afk 
Saint-Albino  a  commiffioner  of  accounts,  by  whom  the 
commiiTioners  of  the  Convendon  v^^ere  affifred  in  their 
labours,  which  lafted  two  months,  and  in  v/hich  they 
proceeded  with  great  rigour  and  a  defire  of  finding  fault, 
but  without  fuccefs.  In  tht  third  place,  no  more  than 
one  hundred  thoufand  livres  {£^i(>'])  were  given  to  Ro- 
land to  pay  for  corapofitions  and  printing,  out  of  which 
in  fix  months  he  only  fpent  thirty-four  thoufand  (^1417), 
of  which  he  like  wife  gave  an  account :  the  reft  remained 
in  the  public  treafury,  as  appears  by  the  ftatement  of 
what  had  been  difburfed. 

It  requires  a  degree  of  malignity  fcarcely  credible  to  ad- 
vance fuch  fcandalous  falfehood  !  Roland  never  eflabliflied 
any  new  offices  in  his  department ;  he  only  affigned  to 
particular  clerks  the  care  of  forwarding  the  papers  he 
was  charged  to  fend  off;  nor  did  he  ever  give  to  any 
thing  the  name  o{ formation  of  public  Jpirit :  his  enemies 
began  by  inventing  the  chimera,  and  afterwards  bap- 
tized it  as  they  thought  proper.  As  to  me,  I  never  in- 
terfered, much  lefs  did  I  direft  any  thing :  I  defy  the 
proof  of  it.  Roland  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  colleagues 
in  the  department  of  finances  j  nor  did  his  colleagues 
ever  interfere  in  forwarding  papers.  It  is  impolTible 
to  mention  a  fingle  paper  difpatched  by  Roland  himfelf^ 
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which  did  not  tend  to  attach  the  people  to  the  tothoi 
Auguft,  inflead  of  inducing  them  to  caft  an  odium  on 
the  events  of  that  day.  Roland  had  no  command  over 
the  adminiftration  of  the  pofi-office  to  get  any  thing  in- 
tercepted j  nor,  if  he  had,  would  the  adminiftrators  ever 
have  been  able,  without  courting  their  own  ruin,  to 
engage  in  fo  odious  a  manoeuvre.  If  they  had  only  at- 
tempted it,  how  feverely  would  they  have  been  punifli- 
ed;  they,  who  have  been  fo  much  perfecuted,  and 
whofe  places  have  been  taken  from  them,  though  their 
perfons  have  not  been  touched  ? 

It  is  falfe  that  Roland  ever  fupprelTed  any  thing  which 
he  was  directed  to  forward :  I  have  feen  him  fend  off 
the  fpeeches  of  Marat.  It  is  equally  falfe  that  any  thing 
was  or  could  be  mutilated,  as  I  have  faid  before :  I 
have  fliewn  that  it  was  no'  lefs  impoffible  than  impro- 
bable, that  the  denunciation  would  not  have  been  delayed 
till  this  time,  if  only  a  fingle  inftance  of  the  kind  had  oc- 
curred j  and  that  even  now,  when  they  have  the  impu- 
dence to  advance  it,  they  neither  can  nor  dare  cite  a  fad. 
But  what  an  excellent  precaution  was  that  of  accufing 
Roland  and  the  Moniteur  of  making  the  mountaineers 
appear  like  madmen  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  republic,  by 
the  mifplacing  of  a  v/ord  !  Not  being  able  to  annihilate 
hiftory,  they  wiili  to  bring  its.  materials  into  difcre- 
dit !  O  my  God !  if  nothing  were  to  remain  but 
their  calumnies  and  their  conduct,  the  atrocity  of  their 
falfehoods  would  neverthelefs  appear.  For  a  (tw  years 
truth  may  be  reduced  to  filence  i  but  it  cannot  be  ex- 
tinguifhed :  the  very  efforts  made  to  annihilate  it 
operate  a  contrary  way,  and  ferve  to  give  evidence  of  its 
exiftence. 

The 


C    99    ) 

The  dilcoveiy  of  the  iron  dear  Is  alfo  brought  for- 
\vard  againft  Roland  as  a  crime ;  and  nothing  is  more 
eafy  by  way  of  accounting  for  the  want  of  proof  againft 
the  pretended  BrifTotine  fadion,   than  to  fuppofe  that  he 
fuppreffed  a  part  of  its  contents.     But  Roland  had  wit- 
neffes,  and  Roland  did  not  contradid  himfelf.     A  lock- 
fmith  of  the  name  of  Gaminy  living  at  Verfailles,  gave  in- 
formation ofhis  having  been  employed  by  Louis  XVI.  to 
make  a  little  hiding-place  in  his  apartment  at  the  Tui- 
leries ;  but  did  not  know  what  it  mis-ht  contain.     Ro- 
land  was  charged  with   the  infpedion  of  the  Tuileries  : 
the  palace  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it  were  intrufted 
to  his  care.     Taking  with  him  Gami'nj  and  Heurtier  a. 
refpecSbable  architeft,   he  repaired  to  the  king's  apart- 
ment, where,  in  a  paflage  between,  two  doors.  Gamin 
lifted  up  a  pannel  of  wainfcot,  and  difcovered   a  litde 
iron  door,  which  Roland  ordered  him  to  open.     Itferved 
to  clofe  a  hole  in  the  wall  in  which  feveral  packets  of 
papers  were   found.     Roland  called  a  fervant,  ordered 
a  napkin  to  be  brought,   took  out  the  packets,  without 
untying   them,    call  his   eyes    upon   the  indorfements, 
which  announced  a  correfpondence  with  the  generals  and 
feveral  other  perfons,  put  them  in  the  napkin  in  the  pre-  . 
fence  of  Heurtier  and  Gamin,  gave  the  parcel  to  his 
fervant,  and  repaired  to  the  convention,  where  he  de- 
pofited  them  in    a  formal  manner.     As  he  was  paffing 
through  the  apartments  he  met  a  member,    who  afl<ed 
him  what  he  had  there.  —  '  Things  ofconfequence,'  an- 
fwered  he,    '  which  I  am  going  to  carry  to  the  conven- 
tion,'— It  remains  to  be   laid,  that  when  the  minifter  of 
the    interior    was    made    refponfibie    f3r    the    palace,. 
and  every  thing  it  contained,  the  convention  appointed 
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a  committee  of  fome  of  its  members  to  examine  all  tfi6 
papers  printed  or  in  manufcript,  which  were  there  at 
the  time  of  the  affault,  and  which  had  been  colledled  to- 
gether. The  members  of  the  committee  were  angry 
that  the  minifter  had  not  fent  for  them  to  be  prefent  at 
the  difcovery.  But  Roland  thought  nothing  could 
be  more  natural,  upon  Gamin's  information,  than  to 
repair  to  the  place;  and,  upon  finding  the  papers,  to  fub- 
mit  them  to  the  infpeclion  of  the  convention.  He  con- 
duced himifelf  like  a  man,  whofe  confcious  re6litude 
renders  him  incapable  of  diilrufl:  -,  though  certainly  very 
unlike  an  artful  man  of  the  world,  v/ho  forefees  all  pof- 
lible  events,  and  takes  care  not  to  hurt  the  vanity  of 
others^  Roland  was  guilty  of  no  real  fault  on  this  occa- 
fion  5  but  he  difcovered  great  v/ant  of  prudence  and  cau- 
tion. Add  to  thisj  that  among  the  members  of  the  com- 
miffion  at  the  palace  was  one  Calofiy  a  perfon  whom 
Roland  defpifed,  and  with  whom  he  fometimes  had 
difputes,  becaufe  the  commiffioners  wifhed  to  exceed 
their  powers,  and  to  turn  every  thing  topzy-turvy  at  the 
palace  when  they  pleafed,  while  Roland,  naturally  rigid, 
^nd  deriving  a  right  to^  refifi:  from  his  refponlibility,  fre- 
quently oppofed  their  proceedings.  To  give  a  good 
idea  of  this  Calon,  it  will  fuflice  to  fay,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  public  notoriety,  that  he  had  fet  up  a  coffee- 
houfe  and  tavern  clofe  to  the  aflembly,  in  partnerihip 
with  a  woman  whom  he  kept. 

It  is  nov/  eafy  to  fee  the  origin  of  all  the  outcry  abouE 
the  iron  cabinet,  and  to  conceive  how  eagerly  Roland's 
different  enemies  availed  themfelves  of  appearances  to 
throw  fufpicion  on  his  condud,  and  how  rriany  litde 
pafTions  concurred  in  raifmg  doubts  concerning  that  cir- 
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cumflance.  Of  what  value  Is  it  fince  become  to  thofe, 
who,  wifhing  to  accufe  Roland's  friends  in  the  conventioii 
of  a  confpiracy,  find  it  fo  convenient  to  make  the  world 
believe  that  the  cabinet  contained  papers  which  the  mi- 
nifter  concealed  !  But  recolledl  dates,  calculate  fafls, 
and  by  attending  particularly  to  the  one  in  queftion,  you 
will  fee,  if  Roland  had  meant  to  convey  any  thing 
away,  he  would  fir  ft  have  repaired  in  fecret  to  the 
place,  after  v/hich  he  would  have  called  witnefTes,  ancl 
obferved  every  necefiary  form  in  the  difcovery.  Hi^ 
rapid  and  incautious  way  of  proceeding,  by  expoling  him 
to  blame,  muft  prove  his  innocence  to  every  refle6ling 
mind.  Heurtier  exifts ;  he  is  a  man  advanced  in  years, 
and  generally  efleemed  i  and  Gamin  exifts  alfo :  they 
took  minutes  of  all  that  pafled,  which  will  not  be  loft 
to  hiftory  any  more  than  thefe  details.  I  fhall  make  no 
rem.ark  on  the  charge  in  which  Roland  is  accufed  of 
favouring  the  partifans  of  ariftocracy,  and  of  receiving 
the  emigrants  with  open  arms.  Roland  in  his  admi- 
niftration  was  juft,  impartial,  and  fevere :  he  received 
nothing  but  the  law  with  open  arms :  it  was  the  ob- 
je6t  of  all  his  attention,  and  the  guide  of  all  his  de- 
cifions.  It  muft  no  doubt  sppear  as  ftrange  to  arifto- 
cracy to  be  put  under  the  proteflion  of  fuch  a  patron, 
as  it  muft  to  Brunfvvick  to  hear  himfelf  ftyled  Roland's 
friend :  but  thefe  are  follies  v/hich  will  not  long  prevail. 
True  it  is  that  the  republic  once  eftabliftied,  Roland 
wilhed  to  attach  its  very  enemies  to  it  by  an  equitable 
form  of  government:  he  wiftied  for  good  laws  inftead 
of  blood.  Thofe  principles  infpired  with  a  kind  of 
confidence  the  perfons  v/ho,  without  being  fanatics 
in  the  caufe  of  royalty,  were  however   far  from  being 
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republicans.  They  felt  their  prejudices  give  way,  and 
acknowledged  that  the  minifter  of  the  Interior,  although 
a  patriot,  appeared  to  be  an  honeft  man.  The  jealous 
noted  down  thefe  confefllons,  that  they  might  reprefent 
Roland  as  a  partifan  of  ariftocracy ;  a  title  by  which  they 
have  fince  diftinguilhed  every  friend  of  reafon  and  hu- 
manity. 

.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  Roland,  who,  under 
the  old  government,  had  flood  in  the  way  of  his  own 
promotion  by  fupporting  the  liberty  of  commerce,  on 
which  fubje6l  his  opinions  were  confidered  as  crimes; 
who  had  profelTed  his  principles  in  works  publifhed 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  before  j  who,  faithful  to  thofe 
principles  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  had  taken  fuch 
a  decided  part  in  its  favour  as  to  attraft  the  enmity 
of  all  the  ariflocracy  of  Lyons ;  who,  elevated  to  the 
miniftry,  had  there  conduded  himfelf  with  the  greateH 
firmnefs  and  energy ;  who  had  dared  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  king,  which  the  partifans  of  the  throne  have  not 
yet  forgiven  him ;  who,  recalled  to  the  adminiflration 
of  public  affairs  by  the  infijrreftion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
was  interefled  in  defending  it  both  by  his  intereft  and 
his  glory ;  how,  I  fay,  could  Roland  feek  to  decry  it ; 
to  favour  the  royaiifls  who  hated  him,  or  would  have 
looked  upon  him  Vv^ith  eyes  of  diftruft ;  and  to  reflore 
ariflocracy,  of  v/hich  he  had  drawn  upon  himfelf  the 
hatred,  and  which  at  this  very  moment  is  rejoicing  at 
the  perfecution  he  undergoes  ?  What  could  he  have  in 
view  ?  He  had  reached  the  highefl  elevation  then  at- 
tainable, and  enioyed  great  confideradon  :  both  ambition 
and  felf-intereli  could  feek  for  nothing  more  than  to  re- 
main  in  place  j  and  if  he  had  lifcened  to  them  he  would 
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have  Toothed  men's  paffions,  flattered  the  different  par- 
ties, and  have  been  upon  his  guard  againft  giving  of- 
fence. The  care  of  not  making  enemies  is  the  flrongefl 
charadleriftic  of  the  ambitious  man,  ahxady  arrived  at 
eminence  in  a  republic ;  while  Roland,  on  the  contrary, 
rigoroufly  denounced  the  abufes  he  could  not  reprefs, 
never  flattered  any  man,  nor  ever  gave  way  to  the  vio- 
lence or  to  the  prejudices  of  the  times.  This  is  the  con- 
du<5t  of  a  fincere  and  courageous  man,  and  not  that 
of  a  hypocrite. — Let  us  now  return  to  the  members 
of  the  Convention,  to  whom  the  fame  reafoning  will 
apply. 

The  eledloral  body  of  Paris  was  evidently  at  the  com- 
mand of  Robefpierre  and  Danton  :  its  nominations  were 
entirely  their  work.  It  is  notorious  that  Robefpierre 
made  an  harangue  againfl:  Priefl:ley,  and  in  favour  of 
Marat :  it  is  notorious  that  he  brought  forward  his  bro- 
ther: it  is  equally  known  that  Danton,  laying  afide 
his  minifterial  functions,  repaired  to  the  hufl:ings  to  ex- 
ercife  his  fway  j  nor  is  it  forgotten,  that  thefe  leaders 
of  the  electors  were  the  means  of  getting  d'Orleans  re- 
turned. (Here  I  aflc,  by  the  way.  Why  he  was  not 
waited  for  at  the  trial  of  the  deputies  with  whom  he  was 
confounded  in  the  articles  of  impeachment,  and  to  whom 
he  was  afllgned  as  an  accomplice?)  Among  the  Pa- 
rifian  delegates  to  the  Convendon  were  feen  the  mem- 
bers ofthe  famous  Committee  of  Vigilance  (Jwroeillance), 
that  directed  the  maflfacres  of  September,  and  advifed  the 
departments  to  imitate  io  good  an  example,  in  a  cir- 
cular letter,  which  is  well  known,  and  which  Danton 
forwarded  under  his  own  cover.  There  were  alfo  iztw 
men  accufed   of  robberies,  whom  the  council-general, 
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compofed  in  part  of  new  members,  has  fince  thought  h 
indifpenfable  to  denounce,  although  fitting  in  the  Con- 
vention, where  they  ftill  remain  on  the  fummit  of  the 
Mountain  (Sergent  and  Panis\  The  conjiifuents,  re- 
pairing to  the  Convention,  and  acquainted  with  Parisj 
the  revolution,  and  all  the  men  of  any  note,  were  un- 
eafy  at  this  Parifian  deputation,  indignant  at  the  events 
of  the  2d  of  September,  difpofed  to  dlftrufl  the  for- 
mer, and  to  punifii  the  authors  of  the  latter.  That  dif- 
pofition  would  not  have  efcaped  the  perfons  interefteda 
even  if  the  conjlkuents  had  endeavoured  to  conceal  it^ 
which  they  did  not.  But  the  Convention  opened  be- 
fore it  was  complete,  and  the  Parifian  members  formed 
a  party,  which  was  reinforced  by  all  the  ignorant  and 
weak,  as  faft  as  they  arrived  :  it  had  collefted  a  confider- 
able  number  by  the  time  the  whole  Convention  had 
alTembled,  and  all  the  confiltuents  were  arrived.  I  need 
not  fay,  that  I  give  this  appellation  to  the  members 
who  had  belonged  to  the  aiTembly  of  1789,  andwho^, 
•for  the  mod  part,  feated  themfelvea  on  what  was  called 
the  right  fide  of  the  Convention, 

The  agitadon  of  Paris,  the  conduft  of  the  commune^ 
the  weaknefs  of  the  department  *,  the  high  tone  of  its 
depudes,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  galleries,  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  a  departmental  guard,  as  the  firft  ftep  to  infure  the 
liberty  of  the  national  reprefentation,  to  remind  the  Pa- 
rifians  that  they  were  not  its  mailers,  and  to  prevent  the 
departments  from  forgetdng  the  necefiity  of  maintaining 
^n  equilibrium  for  the  comrnon  a.dvantage.     In  Buzot's 

*  Department  means  here  the  direftory  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
which  made  feme  feeble  attempts  tp  check  the  prefumption  of  the 
Commune.     TranJ, 
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report  on  the  fubject  may  be  feen  the  principal  reafons  in 
favour   of  the   propofition.     It  was  a  gauntlet  thrown 
dov/n  as  the  fignal  for  combat.     The  Parifian  members 
felt   they   were  in    danger  of  lofing    their   afcendance, 
and  as  fome  of  the  number  were   criminals,  who  could 
only  be  faved  by  maintaining  it,  every  effort  was  made  to 
parry  fo  fatal  a  blow.     From  that  moment  it  became  a 
war  of  extermination,  and  as   fuch   they  carried  it  on  ; 
but  their  adverfaries  were  not  fufficiently  aware   of  the 
danger  j    they  were    not    ready    to    coalefce,     becaufc 
they   did    not    imagine    that    truth    ftood    in    need    of 
a  party ;  they  negledted  the  Jacobin   club,  becaufe  the 
Jacobins  gave  them   a  bad  reception  -,  and  they  did  not 
intrigue,    becaufe    they  had    neither  money   nor  cun- 
ning  for  the  purpofe.     About  forty  of  them  ufed  in- 
deed to  meet  and  converfe  at  Valaze's,   whence  there 
proceeded  much  courage  to  fupport  principles,  and  brave 
clamour,  and  much  devotion  to   the  public  good  j  but 
never  any   meafures,  unlcfs   in  the   fhape  of  motions, 
which  were  imputed  to  them  as  crimes.     They  wiihed 
to    v/ork    on    the  conftitution  in    the    beft   way   they 
might  be  able,  fince   it  was  in   vain   to  hope  by  fur- 
ther fldrmifhing  to  getpoifeffion  of  higher  ground.    Th§ 
leaders  of  the  Parifian  deputation  were  defirous,   on  the 
contrary,  to  entangle  the  Convention  in  a  trial,  that  they 
might  keep  up  the  heat  of  the   public  mind  -,  make   a 
merit  of  the  death  of  a  man  already  tumbled  from  the 
throne,  and  incapable  of  doing  mifchiefi  and   retard  q, 
conftitution,  of  which  the  completion  would  have  reicored 
order,  and  fet  bounds  to  their  power.     But,   it  may  be 
laid,  thefe  are  the  men  who  have  made  one    fince  the 
id  of  June — -Yes,  and  thefe  are  the  men  who  prevented 
\^  before,  as  the  journals  of  the  time  will  (hev/  5  and  the 
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proof  that  they  care  no  more  about  It  at  prefent  is,  that 
after  having  got  it  accepted,  they  have  fufpended  its  exe- 
cution, by  declaring  that  France  remains  in  a  (late  of 
revolution ;  fo  that  the  departments,  which  were  only 
induced  to  accept  it  by  lafTitude,  enjoy  no  greater  repofe 
than  before.  Never,  indeed,  did  they  fuffer  fo  much 
agitation  and  mifery  of  every  kind.  It  is  eafy  for  any 
man  who  has  attended  the  fittings  of  the  Convention, 
to  fay  whence  all  the  fcandalous  fcenes  proceeded. 
When  the  members  of  the  right  fide  reafoned,  they 
were  accufed :  if  they  attempted  to  defend  themfelves 
they  were  called  to  order,  loaded  with  abufe  by  the 
galleries,  and  even  fpit  upon:  if,  indignant  at  this  treat- 
ment, they  appealed  to  their  conftituents,  they  were 
called  confpirators,  and  clubs  and  pifbols  were  held  up 
in  their  faces ;  and  yet,  now  they  are  on  their  trial,  it 
is  faid  they  governed.  What  have  they  done  at  their 
own  pleafure  ? — Nothing  whatever :  they  could  not  then 
be  either  in  poiTeffion  of  power,  or  leading  men  in  the 
Convention.  Their  fpeeches  in  the  king's  affair  fufii- 
ciently  prove  their  good  fenfe,  and  their  defire  of  eflab- 
lifhing  a  republic  by  wifdom  rather  than  blood.  I  fhall 
not  enter  into  an  examination  of  thofe  fpeeches :  it  is 
neceffary  to  read  them  to  form  a  judgment  of  their 
merit.  All  thefe  things  will  no  doubt  be  appreciated  by 
poflerlty  without  partiality :  it  will  fee,  that  forgetting 
themfelves,  they  calculated  for  its  advantage ;  it  will  ho- 
nour dieir  memory,  and  ftrew  flowers  upon  their  graves ; 
a  vain  and  tardy  homage,  which  cannot  reftore  life  to 
thofe  who  have  loft  it ;  but  of  which  the  hope  affords 
confolation  to  thofe  who  devote  themfelves  to  deflruc- 

tion  for  the  good  of  their  country. 
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The  murder  of  le  Pelletier  is  fliill  a  kind  of  myilery  j 
but  I  fliall  never  forget  two  fails,  which  I  will  men- 
tion here :  the  firll  is,  that  all  the  members,  at  prefent 
profcribed,  were  affli6led  beyond  meafure  at  that  event. 
I  faw  Buzot  and  Louvet  fhed  tears  of  rage,  perfuaded 
that  fome  bold  mountaineer  had  done  the  deed  with  a 
view  of  afcribing  it  to  the  members  of  the  right  fide, 
andof  excidngagainft  them  the  revolutionary  fanaticifm 
of  the  people.     The  fecond  is,  that  Gorfas,  expreffing 
this  opinion  in  tolerably  clear  terms,   added,  that  either 
the  aflaffin  would  never  be  difcovered  at  all,  or  that  he 
would  be  found  dead.     It  is  certain  that  a  Parifian  Moun- 
taineer, difpatched  with  another  perfon  in  purfuit  of  Paris, 
did  not  overtake  him  till  he  came   to  an  inn  in  Nor- 
mandy, where  they  faid  that  he  had  blown  out  his  brains. 
It   is  certain  alfo,  that  the  Mountain   made  a  kind  of 
faint   of  le  Pelletier,  who  certainly  litde  expefled  fuch 
an  honour.     A  man  of  a  weak  mind,  and  great  opulence, 
he  had  gone  over  to  them  through  fear,  like  Heraut- 
de-Sechelles,  and  other  ci-devant  nobles  of  the  fame  cha- 
rafter  j  and  was  only  of  ufe  to   them  by  the  manner  of 
his  death.     Its  effed  was  fuch  as  the  right  fide  had  fore- 
feen ;  and  this  is  an  additional  reafon  for  being  fadsfied 
that  the  fugitives  are  not  the  authors  of  that  of  Marat, 
even  if  it  were  not  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  courage  like 
Charlotte  Corday's  could  be  affumed  at  any  man's  bid- 
dino-.     Befides,   confidering   the   circumftances    of  the 
times,  and  their  intention  of  coming  to  Paris,  their  hav- 
ing any  fliare  in  the  immolation  of  Marat  would  have 
been  a  moil  dangerous  a6t  of  folly.     To  this  we  may 
add,  that  men,  abhorrent  of  blood,  endeavouring  to  re- 
prefs  murder,  pillage,  and  all  other  exceiGes,  and  bold 
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enough  to  defy  their  adverfaries  to  their  faces,  are  noti 
likely  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  means ;  v/hile  they  are 
natural  enough  to  Danton,  who  drev^  up  the  lifts  of  the 
maffacres  of  September  at  his  own  houfe,  and  dif- 
perfed  the  eulogium  of  them  under  his  own  covers,  as 
well  as  to  his  coadjutors,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Vigilance,  who  were  the  dire6lors  of  that  bloody  bu- 
finefs. 

It  is  necelTary  to  ftudy  the  fittings  of  the  Jacobins  iq 
all  thefe  conjundlures,  to  fee  hov^^  the  loth  of  March 
was  prepared,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  that  day's  con- 
ipiracy,  which  firft  mifcarried,  and  was  afterwards  re- 
fumed,  to  be  able  to  fet  a  jufl  value  on  the  auda- 
cious charges  which  attribute  our  misfortunes  to  the 
wife  ftatefmen  about  to  be  facrificed. 

It  is  truly  curious  to  fee  how  A  mar,  the  reporter^ 
confounds  dates,  fads,  and  perfonages.  He  makes  the 
war  of  la  Vendee  the  work  of  /ii^  righlftdej  of  the  pre- 
tended faclion  in  which  he  includes  Roland. — Now  the, 
troubles  in  la  Vendee  did  not  begin  till  two  months  af- 
ter he  had  gone  out  of  oiEce ;  and  certainly  at  that 
period  the  BriiTotines  were  not  the  leaders  of  the  Con- 
vention :  it  cannot  then  be  their  fault  if  efficacious 
meafures  were  not  taken  to  appeafe  thofe  difturbances, 
I  will  go  further :  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  with 
|loland's  activity,  and  his  vigilant  correfpondence,  the 
iroubies  in  la  Vendee  would  never  have  had  time  tp  get 
to  any  head :  it  was  Carat's  want  of  energy  that  en- 
couraged their  growth.  I  know  from  his  firft  clerk^ 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  that  weak  mi- 
nifter  was  ftrangely  tardy  in  his  proceedings.  Cham- 
pagneux  pointed  out  to  him  the  rapid  means  proper 
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to  be  employed  -,  but  Garat,  always  uncertain  how  to 
a6l:,  adopted  no  plan,  and  fuffered  a  fpark  to  kindle  a 
conflagration. 

Amar  pretends  that  the  fugitives,  after  their  profcrip- 
tion,  attempted  to  ajLTemble  in  la  Vendee.  What  was 
there  then  to  prevent  them,  if  fo  inclined  ?  They  would 
now  be  in  fafety,  inftead  of  wandering  as  forlorn  adven- 
turers. They  are  every  moment  in  danger  of  iofing 
their  lives,  which  they  might  infure  by  going  over  to 
the  Englilli,  whofe  agents  they  are  faid  to  have  been. — ^ 
What  is  it  then  that  hinders  them  ? 

Abominable  calumniators,  to  be  compared  with 
the  madmen  Vv'ho  condemned  Socrates,  with  the  jea- 
lous wretchcb  who  ruined  Phocion,  with  the  intriguers 
who  banifhcd  Ariflides,  and  with  the  villains  who  mur- 
dered Diouj  you  fay  to  the  people:  Here  is  liberty, 
and  you  violate  it  in  the  perfons  of  their  reprefentatives  j 
you  pretend  to  give  them  a  conflitution,  and  you  will 
not  permit  them  to  enjoy  it;  you  profcribe,  imprifouj, 
or  bring  to  trial,  two  hundred  members  of  the  conven- 
tion s  and  you  fay  that  they  over-awed  you,  that  thef 
were  a  faction :  what  then  are  you  ?  You  v/ho  defpife 
all  rights,  who  fet  yourfelves  above  all  authority,  who 
abufe  every  fpecies  of  power,  who  govern  by  the  fword, 
who  preach  up  nothing  but  terror,  and  who  have  im- 
pofed  upon  groaning  France  the  moft  execrable  tyran-^ 
ny ! — What  did  thefe  men,  whom  you  accufe  of  fo 
many  crimes,  without  proving  any,  get  in  the  ho- 
nourable ftruggle  they  fuftained  with  intrepidity  againft 
villany  and  blind  delufion,  in  the  midft  of  mortifications 
without  number,  ^nd  of  dangers  Vv'hich  they  were  aware 
of,  which  they  predicted,  which  you  coUedled  over  their 

heads, 
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heads,  and  with  which  you  have  overwhelmed  them  ?— s 
They  made  a  trade  of  their  opinions  concerning  the  colonies.--^ 
The  rich  planters  hated  them :  they  did  not  pay  them 
thenj  or,  if  they  did,  where  are  their  bills  ?  Were  not 
they  the  pcrfons  who  obtained  a  decree  to  oblige  every 
member  to  furnifh  an  account  of  his  fortune,  and  to  affign 
the  reafons  of  its  increafe  fmce  the  revolution  ?  You  did 
not  enforce  its  execution,  and  you  have  lince  pretended 
not  to  remember  it,  by  lately  paffing  another  of  the  fame 
purport,  and  of  which  the  effedt  will  be  the  fame.  You 
bring  Perrin  to  trial :  why  then  do  you  keep  Sergent 
among  you,  and  why  do  you  not  make  Danton  regorge 
his  ill-gotten  wealth  ?  The  day  perhaps  will  come ;  for 
it  is  natural  that  you  fhould  defiroy  one  another  at  laft, 
and  for  that  purpofe  make  ufe  of  your  own  hands.  But 
how  happens  it  that  the  v/ives  of  the  rich  members  you 
have  profcribed  are  fo  pinched  by  poverty  ? 

Guadet's  v/ife,  fuckling  a  child  born  in  thefe  difafirous 
times,  guarded  fmce  her  hufband's  departure  by  a  gen^ 
darme^  who  makes  a  mockery  of  her  tears,  and  watched 
by  a  barbarous  porter,  the  prefident  of  the  fe£lion,  who 
will  not  fuffer  a  parcel  to  be  carried  out,  only  fubfifts 
upon  the  produce  of  a  few  efFed's ;  watches,  filver  fpoons, 
and  linen,  which  fhe  difpofes  of  by  ftealth.  The  wife 
of  Genfonne,  dying  of  grief  and  of  difeafe,  depends  upon 
the  fecret  afliftance  of  a  few  friends  to  provide  for  the 
fupport  of  two  charming  children.  Briffot's  wife,  con- 
fined at  firft  in  ready  furnifhed  lodgings,  becaufe  her  door 
was  fealed  up,  was  afterwards  dragged  to  the  Force '^ 
where  fhe  would  be  ftili,  as  ihe  has  been  for  five  days, 
upon  bread  and  water,  and  be  lying  upon  ftraw,  if  a 
friendly  hand   had  not  afforded   her  fome    relief.     The 
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wives  of  Petlon  and  Roland,  fellow  prlfonefs  at  Saints 
Pelagic,  are  obliged  to  borrow,  to  pay  the  trifling  fums 
to  which  they  limit  their  expences.  And  you,  Chabot, 
where  did  you  get  the  money,  that  you  call  the  for- 
tune of  your  bride  ?  And  you  ^ but  recrimina- 
tion, however  juft,  is  unworthy  of  the  caufe  of  thofe  ce- 
lebrated men,  who  are  now  kept  Handing,  by  tyranny,  at 
the  bar  of  a  fanguinary  tribunal,  the  compofition  of 
"which  would  make  us  laugh,  if  it  did  not  tranfport  us  with 
horror.  And  thefe  men,  not  yet  under  fentence,  are 
crowded  into  a  fingle  room  of  the  prifon,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-nine,  with  one  bed  for  every  five  !  O 
France !  you  fufFer  this  treatment  to  be  inflicted  on,  I 
will  not  fay  your  children,  but  your  fathers  in  liberty, 
and  your  champions,  and  yet  you  talk  of  a  republic  1 

I  have  not  courage  to  dwell  on  the  particu- 
lars of  thefe  abominable  charges,  after  the  public  read- 
ing of  which  an  advocate  for  the  prifoners  was  heard 
to  obferve,  that  not  one  of  the  written  documents  on 
which  they  Vv?ere  founded  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
as  the  law  dire£ls.  On  his  requeft  that  the  tribunal 
would  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  the  prelident 
whifpered  for  a  moment  to  fomebody  on  his  right,  and 
then  anfwered  in  a  faltering  voice,  that  the  immenfe 
number  of  thefe  papers  rendered  their  communicadon 
diiEculti  that  befides  a  great  many  of  them  were  fealed 
up  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed  j  that  they  fhould  be 
fent  for,  but  that  the  trial  in  the  mean  time  muft  go  on. 
— Thus  did  they  draw  up  the  charges  upon  the  llrength 
of  papers  that  had  never  been  feen,  and  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed  i  and  thus  do 
they  proceed  to  judgment  without  communicating  thofe 
7  thejr 
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they  pretend  to  Lave  in  their  poffeffion^  under  the  pre- 
tence of  their  being  too  numerous — and  this  is  not  an  im- 
pollure ! — Good  heavens  !  —Never  could  I  have  beUeved 
thefe  things  if  I  had  not  been  prefent.  Called  upon  to 
attend  at  the  trial  as  a  witnefs,  I  was  one  of  the  audi- 
tory at  the  opening  of  the  bufmefs :  I  imagined  it 
was  their  intention  to  take  advantage  of  the  truth  I  might 
have  the  courage  to  tell,  to  effed  my  rmn.---After  the 
reading  of  the  charges  I  withdrew,  and  waited  for  tny 
turn  to  be  called :  it  did  not  come ;  and  I  was  carried 
back  to  my  prifon  :  this  is  the  third  day,  and  nobody 
has  been  fent  for  me.  I  paffed  the  hours  of  expedlation 
on  the  firft  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court;,  where 
I  fpoke  with  energy  and  freedom  to-  all  who  hap- 
pened to  be  there.  Have  they  confidered  this  ener- 
gy and  freedom  might  have  an  effeft  upon  the  audience  3 
that  it  is  better  to  avoid  its  to  difpatch  the  deputies 
firfc;  and  then  to  fend  for  me  on  my  ov/n  account^ 
without  making  me  an  interefting  acceffory  at  the  trial 
of  others  ?— I  am  afraid  fo. — I  am  defirous  of  deferving 
death,  by  bearing  witnefs  in  their  favour  while  they  are 
alive,  and  I  dread  lofmg  die  opportunity.  I  am  upon 
thorns;  I  wait  for  the  meffenger  as  a  foul  in  pain 
waits  for  its  deliverer ;  and  have  only  written  the  abovQ 
obfervations  to  beguile  my  impatience. 

OEioher  25, 
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MY  LAST   THOUGHTS. 

To  he,  or  not  to  he,  that  is  the  que/iioft-i 
It  will  foon  be  refolved  in  regard  to  me. 

Is  life  a  property  which  belongs  to  us  ?  I  think  it 
is ;  but  that  property  is  given  us  upon  conditions  in 
regard  to  which  alone  we  are  liable  to  error. 

We  are  born  to  feek  happinefs  for  curfelves  and  to 
contribute  to  that  of  others  :  the  focial  Hate  extends  this 
deftination,  as  well  as  all  our  other  facukies,  without 
creating  any  thing  new. 

As  long  as  we  have  a  field  before  us  in  which  we  can 
praclife  virtue,  and  give  a  great  example,  it  becomes 
usjQOt  to  quit  it ;  for  courage  confifts  in  continuing  our 
career  in  fpite  of  misfortune.     But  if  malevolence  mark 
out  the  limits  of  that  career,  we  arc  free  to  (lop  fliort  of 
them,  efpecially  when  the  fortitude  with  which  v/e  might 
undergo  the  laft  efforts  of  its  rage  can  be  conducive  to 
no  advantage.    "When  I  was  put  in  confinement,  I  flatter- 
ed myfelf  that  I  fhould  contribute  to  my  hufband's  glory, 
and  help  to  enlighten  the  public,  if  brought  to  trial.     But 
it  was  then  I  fhould  have  been  tried,  and  our  perfecutors 
were  too  dexterous  to  take  fo  bad  a  time.     They  were 
circumfpe6t  as  long  as  they  had  any  thing  to  fear  from 
thofe,  who,  having  fled  from  their  violence,  infpired  the 
departments  with  zeal  in  their  defence.     But  now   that 
terror  holds  its  iron  fceptre  over  a  fubjugated  world,  in- 
folent  guilt  no  longer  delays  its  triumph  j,  it  deludes,   it 
opprefl"es,  and  the  gaping  mukitude  v/onders  at  its  power. 
An  immenfe  city,  fed  upon  blood  and  filfehood,  furioufly 
Part  II,  I  applauds 
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applauds  abominable  profcriptions,  on  which  it  ftupidlf 
imagines  its  falvation  to  depend. 

Two  months  ago,  I  afpired  to  the  honour  of  afcending 
the  fcafFold  j  the  vicflim  was  then  allowed  to  fpeak,  and 
the  energy  of  a  courageous  mind  might  have  been  fer- 
viceable  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  Now  all  is  loft  ! — This 
generation,  rendered  ferocious  by  infamous  preachers  of 
carnage,  looks  upon  the  friends  of  mankind  as  confpi- 
rators,  and  cqnfiders  as  its  champions  thofe  abje6l  wretches, 
who  cover  their  vile  paflions  and  their  cowardice  with 
the  mafk  of  frantic  enthufiafm.  To  live  in  the  midft 
of  it,  is  bafely  to  fubmit  to  its  horrible  government, 
and  to  give  room  for  the  commiffion  of  new  atrocities. 

I  know  that  the  reign  of  the  wicked  cannot  be  of 
long  duration :  they  generally  furvive  their  power,  and 
almoft  always  undergo  the  punifhment  they  deferve. 

Unknown  and  overlooked,  I  might  in  folitude  and 
filence  have  withdrawn  rnyfelf  from  the  horrors  which 
rend  the  bofom  of  my  country,  and  have  waited  in  the 
pradice  of  domeftic  virtues,  for  the  period  of  its  misfor- 
tunes. But  a  prifoner,  and  marked  out  as  a  viftim, 
I  fliall  only,  by  prolonging  my  exillence,  afford  a  new 
gratification  to  tyranny. 

Let  us  deceive  it  then,  fince  It  is  not  to  be  over- 
throv/n. 

Forgive  me,  refpe^lable  man,  for  difpofing  of  a  life 
which  I  had  devoted  to  you  :  your  misfortunes  would 
have  attached  me  to  it,  if  I  had  been  permitted  to  alle- 
viate them.  But  I  am  robbed  for  ever  of  the  power 
of  doing  foj  and  you  lofe  nothing  but  a  Ibadow,  an  ufe- 
lefs  objeft  of  afflidlon  and  inquietude. 

Forgive  me,  my  dear  child,  young  and  tender  girlj 

whofe 
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whofc  fweet  image  is  impreffed  on  my  maternal  heart, 
and  daggers  my  refolution.  Oh  !  certainly,  I  would  not 
have  deprived  you  of  your  guide,  if  it  had  been  poffible 
that  they  would  have  let  her  remain  with  you :  the  cruel 
wretches  !  have  they  any  pity  upon  innocence  ! — But  do 
what  they  will,  they  cannot  rob  you  of  my  example ; 
and  I  (cd,  and  I  vv'ill  venture  to  fay,  upon  the  very  brink 
of  the  grave,  that  it  is  a  rich  inheritance. 

All  you,  whom  heaven  in  its  bounty  gave  me  for 
friends,  direfl  your  attentions  towards  my  orphan.  A 
young  plant  violently  torn  from  her  native  foil,  fiie  would 
have  withered  perhaps,  or  have  been  bruifed  by  the  hand 
of  the  fpoiler  i  but  you  placed  her  in  a  kindly  fhelter, 
and  beneath  a  reviving  fhade :  there  may  Ihe  flourifli, 
and  may  her  beauty  and  her  virtues  repay  your  care  I 
—Do  not  grieve  at  a  refolution  which  puts  an  end  to 
my  fufferings :  I  can  bear  adverfity  :  you  know  me,  and 
you  will  not  believe  that  weaknefs  or  fear  have  prompted 
my  decifion.  If  any  one  could  affure  me  that  before 
the  tribunal  at  which  fo  many  juft  men  are  arraigned,  I 
fliould  be  allowed  to  point  out  our  opprelTors,  I  would 
appear  there  with  pleafure;  but  experience  has  too  well 
fhewn  that  the  vain  formality  of  judgment  is  only  an  in- 
fuking  parade  in  which  they  take  care  to  refufe  the  vic- 
tim the  privilege  of  fpeech  *,  Shall  1  then  wait  till  it 
pleafe  my  executioners  to  indicate  the  hour  of  my  death, 
and  to  enhance  their  triumph  by  the  infolent  clamours 
to  which  1  fhall  be  expofed.  Moft  certainly  I  fhould 
be  able  to  brave   them,  if  my  fortitude  could  inftrufl 

■*  Look  at  Gorfas ;  he  is  condemned  ;  he  is  about  to  die ;  he  is  in 
their  hands ;  they  forbade  him  to  fpeak  :  fuch  is  the  fate  of  the 
courageous  apcftles  of  liberty  ! 
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the  ftupid  populace ;  but  they  are  no  longer  capable  of 
feeling  any  thing,  except  the  favage  delight  of  feeing  the 
blood  of  others  Ipilt,  while  they  run  no  rifk  of  fhedding 
their  own,   . 

The  time  foretold  is  come,  when  their  cries  for  bread 
are  appeafed  widi  dead  bodies :  their  degraded  nature  is 
regaled  by  the  fpeftacle,  and  the  gratification  of  this 
brutal  appetite  will  render  the  fcarcity  of  bread  fupport- 
able,  until  it  fhall  exceed  the  fufferance  of  nature. 

Perhaps,  fome  one  may  fay,  thefe  dominators  of  the 
prefent  day,  who  facrifice  every  thing  to  their  fears,  may 
not  extend  their  fury  fo  far  as  you.- — Why,  do  you  not 
fee  that  they  have  purpofely  provided  the  means  of  do- 
ing fo  by  comprifmg  me  in  the  abfl-rd  indiftment  againft 
the  republicans  whom  they  deteft  ? 

Shall  I  then  hold  my  exiftence  fubje-fl  to  their  pleafure, 
until  the  fancy  fl^iall  take  them,  of  firft  bringing  me  for- 
ward in  my  turn  upon  the  ftage,  and  then  commanding 
the  e^dt  of  fo  formidable  a  witnefs  of  their  villainy  ? — 
Yes,  formidable,  for  long  ago  my  eyes  read  the  fecret 
of  their  hearts ;  my  foul  abhorred  them ;  and  my  courage 
fet  them  at  defiance  :  they  knov/  it :  they  mull  then  be 
^determined  on  my  ruin. 

But  the  chances  of  a  new  revolution  5  the  approach  of 
the  foreign  armies  1— What  fignifies  it  to  my  fafety  ?  — 
I  Ihould  like  as  litde  to  owe  it  to  the  Auftrians,  as  to 
receive  death  from  the  French  at  prefent  in  power. 
They  are  alike  the  enemies  of  my  country,  and  I  defire 
nothing  from  any  of  them  but  their  honourable  hatred. 

Oh  I  if  thofe  pufillanimous  beings,  thofe  men  un- 
worthy of  the  name,  whofe  v/eaknefs  afiumed  the  dif- 
guife  of  prudence,  and  ruined  the  eilimable  twenty-two, 

if 
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if  they  had  pofleiTed  my  courage,  they  would  have  re- 
deemed the  firft  faults  of  their  conduct ;  they  would 
have  provoked  on  the  fecond  of  June,  by  a  formal  op- 
pofition,  the  imprlfonment  to  which  they  have  jud  been 
configned.  Their  refinance  would  then  have  enlight- 
ened the  uncertain  and  timid  departments  j  it  would  have 
faved  the  republic  j  and  if  they  had  been  doomed  to  pe- 
rifh,  it  would  have  been  with  as  much  glory  to  themfelves, 
as  utility  to  their  country. 

The  cowards,  they  entered  into  a  compromiie  with 
guilt ! — It  was  decreed  that  they  Iliould  fall  in  their  turn ; 
but  they  fall  inglorioufly,  unpitied  by  any,  and  with 
nothing  to  hope  for  from  pollerity,  but  its  perfed  con- 
tempt. Why,  in  this  laft  coniun6lure,  rather  than  obey 
their  tyrants,  defcend  to  their  bar,  walk  out  of  the  affem- 
bly  like  a  timid  flock  marked  for  flaughter  by  the  but- 
cher, and  fubmit  to  be  taken  into  cuftody — why  did  they 
not  do  themfelves  juftice  by  falling  upon  the  monflers, 
and  expunging  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 

Divinity,  fupreme  being,  foul  of  the  univerfe,  prin- 
ciple of  every  thing  great,  good,  and  happy,  thou  in 
whole  exiftence  I  believe,  becaufe  I  muft  needs  emanate 
from  fomething  better  than  what  I  fee  around  me,  I 
am  about  to  be  reunited  to  thine  elTence  !— I  invoke  the 
kindnefs  of  all  thofe  to  whom  I  was  dear  in  favour  of  that 
good  fervant,  whofe  uncommon  fidelity  made  her  a  pat- 
tern in  her  way.  The  excellent  woman  !  How  many 
tears  has  her  attachment  for  me  made  her  fhed  during 
the  laft  thirteen  years.  How  many  fecret  forrows  has 
fhe  fViared  in  filence,  which  but  for  her  afFeciionate  at- 
tentions I  fhould  not  have  known  that  Ihe  perceived  I 
What  adivity  in  my  afflitStions !     What  devotion  in  my 
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misfortunes !  — If  the  chimseras  of  the  metempfyehofis  had 
any  reality,  and  if  our  wifhes  could  have  any  influence 
upon  the  changes  we  fhould  then  undergo,  I  fliould  be 
glad  to  return  to  the  world  in  another  fhape,  that  I 
might  take  care  of  her  in  my  turn,  and  adminifter  com- 
fort to  the  old  age  of  fo  kind  and  worthy  a  creature  I 
O  my  friends !  difcharge  the  debt  I  owe  her ;  it  is  the 
moft  grateful  tribute  you  can  pay  to  my  memory. 

As  to  my  property,   I  find  in  the  refolution  I  have 
taken,  the  advantage  of  iecuring  it  to  whom  it  belongs : 
it  will  defcend  to  my  daughter,  who,  even  if  they  fhould 
feize  upon  her  father's  fortune,    would   have  a   right  to 
claim  every  thing  of  mine  on  which  the  State  has  put  its 
feals :  fhe  can  claim  befides  twelve  thoufand  livres  (500/.) 
which  were  my  portion,  as  will  appear  by  the  marriage 
eontra6l,  executed  in  February  1780,  at  Durand's,  a  no- 
tary, refident  at  Paris,  in  the  Place  Dauphine.     Moreover 
an  eftate,  a  Httle  wood  and  a  meadow,  bought  by  me,  in 
purfuance  of  the  power  given  me  by  the  written  law  * 
according  to  which  I  was  married,  from  monies  arifmg 
from  fundry  fums  that  came  to  me  in  my  own  rjght,  by 
inheritance  or  reimburfement,  as  will  appear  by  the  con- 
tra6l  executed   at  Dufrcfne's,  notary.  Rue  Vivienne,  m 
17  9 1,  and  by  a  deed  of  which  duplicates  exifl  in  my  apart- 
ment at  Thefee,  and  at  Viikfranche  ;  the  whole  amount- 
ing  to   thirteen   or   fourteen   thoufand  Hvres.     [From 

*  The  written  law  (k  droit  ecrit)  is  the  old  Roman  law,  which 
was  retained  in  feveral  parts  of  France  till  the  fall  of  the  ancient 
defpotic  fyftem.  It  was  fo  called  in  contradlUindion  to  the  tradi- 
tionary culloms,  or  cornmon  law,  v/hich  prevailed  in  other  place?. 
Hence  the  provinces  of  France  were  divided  into  P^ys  de  droit 
Scrit  and  Fajs  CQUtumer^-^Tidiiii, 

I  have 
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I  have  befides  a  thoufand  crowns  in  paper,  which 
fhall  be  pointed  out.  I  defire  that  enough  may  be  taken 
out  of  that  fum  to  buy  my  daughter  the  harp  on  which 
fhe  plays,  and  which  I  hired  from  KoHker,  a  mufical 
inftrument- maker,  rue  des  Fojfes -Saint -Germain- des  Pres  : 
he  is  an  honeft  and  fair-deaUng  man,  and  will  perhaps 
abate  fomething  of  the  hundred  crowns  (;^I2.  loj'.)  he 
alked  for  it.  At  any  rate  I  fhould  rather  choofe  it  to 
belaid  out  in  that  way  than  kept  in  paper.  Virtues  are 
the  firfl  of  treafures :  but  they  are  employed  to  better 
advantage  by  the  help  of  talents.  No  body  can  tell  the 
relief  that  mufic  affords  in  folitude  and  misfortune,  nor 
from  how  many  feduftions  it  may  be  a  prefervative  in 
profperity.  Let  the  teacher  of  the  harp  be  kept  a 
few  months  longer :  by  that  time,  if  circum.flances  will 
not  admit  of  further  expence,  the  dear  little  girl,  by 
making  good  ufe  of  her  time,  will  know  enough  for  her 
own  amufement.  Among  the  things  fealed  up  is  an  ex- 
cellent forte-piano,  bought  out  of  my  favings,  and  for 
which  the  receipt  was  confequently  made  out  in  my  own 
name,  as  will  appear  by  examining  the  papers :  let  it  by 
all  means  be  claimed.  As  to  drawing,  that  is  the  ef- 
fential  article  to  which  her  application,  care,  and  attention, 
ought  to  be  direfted. 

I  have  found  means  to  get  a  letter  written  to  her 
uncle  and  godfather,  and  1  hope  if  he  be  at  liberty,  that 
he  will  take  the  necefiary  fteps  to  fecure  for  my  child 
all  that  belongs  to  her.  In  that  cafe,  not  being  left 
deftitute  herfelf,  flie  ought  to  provide  for  our  maid 
Fleury ;  and  this  is  what  I  beg  thofe  who  may  watch  over 
her  condud  to  prevail  upon  her  to  do, 

I  4  My 


-       (       120      ) 

I 

My  venerable  relations,  the  Befnards,  rue  et  tie  St. 
Louisj  lodged  fome  nioney  in  my  hufband's  hands,  of 
which  we  ufed  to  pay  them  the  intereft.  As  they  may  be 
ignorant  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved  in  eftablifhing  their 
claim,  the  necelTary  information  fhould  be  given  to  thofe 
refpe6labie  old  people.  They  Ihould  now  and  then  alfo 
fee  their  great- great  niece,  who  flands  them  in  the  ftead 
of  a  child,  and  who  will  foon  be  their  only  hope, 

I  never  had  any  jewels ;  but  I  pofTels  two  rings  of 
very  moderate  value,  which  wei-e  left  me  by  my  father  j 
I  intend  them,  as  memorials,  the  emerald  for  my  daugh- 
ter's adoptive  father,  the  other  for  my  friend  Bofc. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  lately  exprefied  tOi 
the  generous  woman  who  has  the  gocdnefs  to  be  a. 
iiiother  to  my  child :  the  fervices  which  fhe  an4  her 
hufband  render  me,  infpire  a  fentiment  which  I  fnaU 
carry  v/lth  rc^t  to  the  grave,  and  which  words  cannot  ex- 
prefs. 

May  my  lad  letter  to  my  daughter  fix  her  attention 
upon  that  objed  v/hich  appears  likely  to  become  her  par- 
ticular purfuit  J  and  may  the  remembrance  of  her  mother 
attach  her  for  ever  to  thofe  virtues  which  afford  us  con-^ 
folation  in  every  circumftance  of  diftrefs. 

Farewell,  miy  dear  child,  my  worthy  hufband,  my 
faithful  fervant,  and  my  good  friends;  farewell,  thou 
fun,  whofe  refplendent  beams  ufed  to  ibed  ferenity  over 
my  foul  while  they  recalled  it  to  the  fkies :  farewell,  ye 
folitary  fields  vs'hich  I  have  fo  often  contemplated  with 
emotion  ;  and  you,  ye  rultic  inhabitants  of  Thezee,  who 
were  v/ont  to  blefs  my  prefence,  whom  I  attended  \n 
ficknefs^  whofs  iabpurs  I  alleviated^  and  whofe  indi- 
gence 
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gence  I  relieved^  farewell ;  farewell  peaceful  retirements, 
where  I  enriched  my  mind  with  moral  truths,  and  learned 
in  the  filence  of  meditation  to  govern  my  pafiions,  and 
to  defpife  the  vanity  of  the  world. 


TO    MY    DAUGHTER. 

05ioher  i8,  179J. 

I  do  not  know,  my  dear  girl,  whether  I  fhall  be  al- 
lowed to  fee,  or  to  write  to  you  again.  Remember 
YOUR  MOTHER.  In  thcfc  few  words  is  contained  the 
beft  advice  I  can  give  you.  You  have  feen  me  happy 
in  fulfilling  my  duties,  and  in  giving  affiftance  to  thofe 
who  were  in  diftrefs. — It  is  the  only  way  of  being  happy. 

You  have  feen  me  tranquil  in  misfortune  and  in  con- 
finement, becaufe  I  was  free  from  remorfe,  and  be- 
caufe  I  enjoyed  the  pleafmg  recolledions  that  good  ac- 
tions leave  behind  chem.  Thefe  are  the  only  means  that 
can  enable  us  to  fupport  the  evils  of  life,  and  the  vicifli- 
ludes  of  fortune. 

Perhaps  you  are  not  fated,  and  I  hope  you  are  not,  to 
undergo  trials  fo  fevere  as  mine ,  but  there  are  others 
^gainft  which  you  ought  to  be  equally  on  your  guard. 
Serious  and  induftrious  habits  are  the  beft  prefervative 
againft  every  danger;  and  neceffity  as  well  as  prudence 
command  you  to  perfevere  diligently  in  your  ftudies. 

Be  worthy  of  your  parents  :  they  leave  you  great 
fj^amples  to  follow  i  and  if yoi^  are  careful  to  avail  your- 

felf 
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felf  of  them,  your  exiftence  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  man- 
kind. 

Farewell,  my  beloved  child,  you  who  drew  life  from 
my  bofom,  and  whom  I  wifh  to  imprefs  with  all  my 
fentiments.  The  time  will  come  when  you  will  be  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  of  the  efforts  I  make  at  this  moment 
to  reprefs  the  tender  emotions  excited  by  your  dear 
image.     I  prefs  you  to  my  heart. 

Farewell,  my  Eudora, 


TO  MY   FAITHFUL  SERVANT  FLEURY. 

My  dear  Fleury,  you  whofe  fidelity,  fervices,  and  at- 
tachment, have  been  fo  grateful  to  me  for  thirteen  years, 
receive  my  embraces,  and  my  farewell. 

Preferve  the  remembrance  of  what  I  was.  It  will 
confole  you  for  what  I  fufFer:  the  good  pafs  on  to 
glory  when  they  defcend  to  the  grave.  My  forrows  are 
about  to  terminate ;  lay  afide  yours,  and  think  of  the 
peace  which  I  am  about  to  enjoy,  and  which  nobody 
will  in  future  be  able  to  difturb.  Tell  my  Agatha  that 
I  carry  with  me  to  the  grave  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  be- 
loved by  her  from  my  infancy,  and  the  regret  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  give  her  proofs  of  my  attachment.  I  could 
have  wifhed  to  be  of  fervice  to  you — at  lead  let  me  not 

afBid  you. 

Farewell^  my  poor  Fleury,  farewell ! 


Friday. 
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Friday i  24  O^oler, 
You   cannot  imagine,   dear  Jany,  all  the  vexation  I 
have  fufFered  at  not  being  able  to  write  to  you  at  my 
eafe,  nor  even  to  read  your  letter  at  leifure :  I  perceived 
that  I  had  an  officer  clofe  at  my  heels,  and  was  afraid 
on  your  account.     I  am  like  a  perfon  ihfefted  with  the 
plague.     I  have  no  longer  any  thing  to  lofe,  but   I  am 
frightened  out  of  my  wits  for  thofe  who  accoft  me  j  in- 
fomuch  that  yefterday  at  the  court  of  juftice,  I  was  in 
doubt  whether  I  fhould  return  the  falute  of  a  man  whom 
I  recolleded,  and  whom  I  thought  highly  imprudent  for 
Ihewing  me  politenefs  in  public. — I  was  prefent   at  the 
reading  of  thofe  articles  of  impeachment,  a  prodigy  of 
delufion,   or  rather  a  mafterpiece  of  perfidy.     As  foon 
as  they  had  been  read,  the  advocate,  Chauveau,  oblerved 
in  terms  of  great  moderation,  that,  contrary  to  all  form 
of  law,  the  documents  on  which  they  were  founded  had 
not  been  communicated  to   the  prifoners'  counfel.     He 
therefore  begged  the  tribunal   to  take  the  matter  into 
confideration,  and  give  orders  for  their  delivery.     After 
a  moment's  whifpering,  the  prefident  made  anfwer,  in 
a  faltering  voice,  that  the  papers  in  queftion  were  for 
the  moft  part  fealed  up   at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed ; 
that  orders  would  be  given  to  proceed  to  the  removal  of 
the  feals,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  trial  would  be- 
gin.    Yes,  Jany,  I  heard  this  very  diftlndly  with  my 
own  ears!    I  looked  about  to  fee  if  it  were  not  a  dream, 
and  I  afked  of  myfelf  whether  pofterity   would  believe 
|:hefe  things  if  they  (hould  come  to  its  knowledge? — 
"^ellj  the  people  felt  nothing  of  all  thisi  i;hey  did  not 

perceive 
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perceive  the  atrocity  of  fuch  conduct ;  the  abfurdity  of 
bringing  forward  a  charge  and  of  withholding  the  vouch- 
ers of  its  truth  ;  the  flupidity  of  pretending  that  thofe 
vouchers  are    at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed,  of  whofe 
papers  as  yet  no  inventory  has  been  taken  j  and  the  folly 
and  impudence  of  confefTing  it.     The  prefident  mut- 
tered a  few  words  befides  concerning  the  immenfe  num- 
ber of  the  other  papers,   and  the  difficulty  of  commu- 
nicating them ;  but  that  was  neither  more  juft,  nor  lels 
abfurd.     The  witnefies  were  then  fent  out  of  court,  that 
they  might  be  called  in  their  turns  to  make  their  depofi- 
tion :  my  time  is  not  yet  come,  but  probably  may  to-mor- 
row.    I  can  peceive  nothing,  in  thefe  proceedings,   but 
the  intention  of  taking  advantage  of  the  truths  I   may 
have  the  courage  to  tell,  to  effe6t  my  ruin,  which,  con- 
lidering  the  villains   I  have  to  deal  with,  and  my  con- 
tempt of  death,  is  by  no  means  difficult.     Perhaps  then 
we  are  doomed  to  meet  no  more.     My  friendfhip  be- 
queaths to  you  the  care  of  my  memory.     If  I  could  think 
of  any  thing  more  conformable  to  the  generofity  of  your 
fcntiments,  which  I  have  known  too  late,  I  would  charge 
you  with  it ;  but  why,  my  dear  Jany,  known  too  late  ? 
It  was  Providence  that  conduced  every  thing :  had  I 
earlier  known  your  worth,  my  affedion  for  you  would 
have  involved  you  in  ray  misfortunes.     You  will  difpoie 
of  every  thing  for  the  bell.     A  fall  out  of  the  window 
may  be  fuppofed,  and   thole   who   will   not  believe  it 
may   be  fert  to  fee.     i\s  there  are    many   Workmen, 
mafons  and  others,  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  ima- 
gine, that  one  of  them,  or  fomebody  difguifed  like  one 
of  them,  flole,  at  a  certain  hour  under  my  window,  and 
received  the  parcel—This  idea  is  indeed  a  very  good 
7  one. 
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one,  and  carries  with  it  an  air  of  probability.  The  pot' 
traits,  anecdotes,  and  other  detached  pieces,  fhould  be 
prefented  to  the  public  as  materials  to  be  worked  up 
in  better  times.  The  little  depot  ought  not  to  be  neg- 
lected :  it  fhould  be  added  to  the  mafs. 

The  being  fummoned  as  a  witnefs  previoudy  to  the 
being  judicially  accufed,  forces  me  to  adopt  a  different 
mode  of  proceeding  from  that  on  which  I  had  de- 
termined when  I  gave  you  my  will,  and  for  which  I 
had  already  made  my  preparations :  I  will  then  drain 
the  bitter  cup  to  the  laft  drop.  Farewell,  Jany,  fare- 
well ! 


Your  letter,  my  dear  Bofc,  was  highly  welcome :  it 
difcovers  to  me  your  whole  heart,  and  the  full  extent 
of  your  attachment :  they  are  both  as  uncommon,  in 
my  eftimation,  as  they  are  dear  to  me.  We  do  not 
Jiowever  differ  fo  much  as  you  imagine  j  we  did  not 
underftand  each  other  perfeflly.  It  was  not  my  inten- 
-tion  to  depart  at  that  m.oment,  but  to  procure  the  means 
of  doing  fo  when  I  fhould  deem  it  fitting.  I  was  de- 
firous  of  rendering  homage  to  the  truth,  as  I  have  it  in 
my  power  to  do,  and  then  to  make  my  exit  juil  before 
the  laft  ceremony.  I  thought  it  noble  to  deceive  the 
tyrants.  I  had  long  ruminated  on  the  proje6l ;  and  I 
fwear  to  you,  that  it  was  not  infpired  by  weaknefs.  I 
am  perfedly  well  \  my  head  is  as  cool,  and  my  fpirit  as 
unbroken,  as  ever.  True  it  is,  however,  that  the  pre- 
fent  trial  embitters  my  forrows,  and  inflames  my  indig- 
nation. 
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nation.  I  thought  that  the  fugitives  alfo  had  been 
taken  up.  It  is  poffible  that  deep  grief,  and  the  exalta- 
tion of  fentiments  already  terrible,  might  have  matured 
in  the  fecret  recefTes  of  my  heart  a  refolution,  to  which 
my  mind  did  not  fail  to  afcribe  the  mod  excellent  mo- 
tives. 

Called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  this  affair,  I  thought 
it  necefiarily  called  for  a  different  mode  of  proceed- 
ing. I  was  determined  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  reach  the  goal  with  greater  celerity  :  I  intended  to 
thunder,  and  then  to  withdraw  from  their  power.  I 
thought  the  very  circumftance  would  authorize  me  to 
fpeak  without  referve,  and  that  I  ought  to  have  it  in  my 
pocket  when  going  into  court.  I  did  not  however  wait  for 
it  to  fupport  my  charader.  During  the  hours  of  expec- 
tation I  paffed  in  the  clerk's  office,  in  the  midft  of  ten 
perfons,  officers,  judges  of  the  other  feftions,  &c.  and  in 
the  hearing  oiHehert  and  Chahot,  who  came  into  the  next 
room,  I  fpoke  with  equal  energy  and  freedom.  My 
turn  to  be  heard  did  not  come  j  they  were  to  fetch  me 
the  fecond  day :  the  third  however  is  almoft  over,  and 
nobody  has  yet  appeared.  I  fear  thefe  knaves  perceive 
that  I  may  poffibly  furnilh  an  intereftingepifode,  and  think 
that,  after  having  fummoned  me,  it  is  better  to  rejeft 
my  evidence. 

I  wait  with  impatience,  and  am  now  afraid  I  fhall 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  friends  in 
their  prefenre.  You  are  of  opinion,  my  dearBofc,  that 
in  either  cafe  I  ought  to  wait  for,  and  not  accelerate  the 
cataftrophe :  it  is  on  this  alone  we  are  not  perfe(5lly 
agreed.  It  feems  to  me,  there  would  be  weaknefs 
in  receiving  the  coup-de-grace  from  the  hands  of  others, 
6  inftead 
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inftead  of  taking  it  from  my  ownj  and  in  expofmg  my- 
felfto  the  infolent  clamours  of  a  brutal  populace,  as  un- 
worthy of  fuch  an  example  as  it  is  incapable  of  turning 
it  to  account.  No  doubt  it  would  have  been  right  to  do 
fo  three  months  ago;  but  now  it  will  be  loft  on  the 
prefent  generation  ;  and  as  to  pofterity, "  the  other  refo- 
lution,  well  managed,  Vv'ill  have  quite  as  good  an  efFe(5t, 

You  fee  that  you  did  not  underftand  me, — Examine 
then  the  matter  in  the  fame  point  of  view  in  which  it 
ftrikes  me :  it  is  not  at  all  the  fame  as  that  in  which  you 
fee  it.  When  you  fhall  thus  have  maturely  confidered  it, 
I  will  abide  by  your  determination. 

I  haflen  to  conclude,  that  you  may  have  my  anfwer  by 
the  fame  conveyance :  it  is  enough  for  me  to  have  indi- 
cated v/hat  you  will  be  able  to  inveftigate  in  the  leifure  of 
meditation  — My  poor  little  girl  1  Where  then  is  Ihe  ? 
Let  me  know,  I  beg  of  you  :  fend  me  a  few  particulars^ 
that  my  mind's  eye  at  leafl  may  fee  her  in  her  new  fitu- 
ation.  Affefted  by  your  cares,  you  think  that  I  kel  like- 
wife  the  cruelty  of  all  thefecircumftances.  I  underftand 
that  my  brodier-in-law  is  in  confinement :  no  doubt  the 
fequeftration  of  his  property  is  ftill  in  force,  and  perhaps 
he  is  in  danger  of  baniftiment. 

Confider  that  your  friendfliip,  which  finds  the  talk  I 
impofe  upon  it  a  painful  one,  may  eafily  deceive  you,  as 
to  what  you  can  or  ought  to  do  in  that  refpe6t.  Try  to 
think  of  the  matter,  as  if  it  were  neither  you  nor  I,  but 
two  indifferent  perfons,  in  our  relative  fituations,  fub- 
mitted  to  your  impartial  judgment.  Attend  to  my  for- 
titude; weigh  my  reafons;  calculate  coolly;  and  recolle<5fe 
how  litdc  a  mob  is  worth  that  is  capable  of  feafting  upon 
fuch  a  fight. 

I  embrace 
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I  embrace  you  tenderly.  Jany  will  tell  you  what  It  is 
poffible  to  attempt  fome  morning,  but  take  care  not  to 
run  any  hazard. 


NOTES 
On  my  Trial j  and  the  Examination  hy  which  it  hegan. 

At  the  firfl  moment  of  my  confinement,  I  thought  of 
writing  to  Duperret,  to  beg  him  to  get  fome  attention 
paid  to  my  complaints.  Without  being  intimate,  I  had 
obferved  in  him  that  courageous  difpofition  which 
prompts  a  man  to  ftand  forth  without  fear  of  confe- 
quences  whenever  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  oblige  j  and 
he  had  infpired  me  widi  that  confidence  which  arifes 
in  a  revolution  from  a  conformity  of  principles.  I 
was  not  deceived :  Duperret  anfwered  me  with  kindnels 
and  warmth;  and  added,  to  the  exprefiions  of  his  own 
fentiments,  fome  intelligence  concerning  the  ftatc  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  the  fugitive  deputies.  I  thanked  him ; 
and,  in  replying  to  the  paffage  that  related  to  our  friends, 
expreiTed  my  wifhes  for  their  Mtvj^  and  for  that  of  my 
country.  A  few  days  after,  having  printed  the  exami- 
nation which  I  had  undergone  before  an  adminiftrator  of 
the  police  at  the  Abbey,  I  fent  a  copy  to  Duperret ;  and 
took  that  opportunity  of  teftifying  my  contempt  for  the 
filly  lies  which  Hebert  had  juft  told  in  fpeaking  of  me 
in  his  Fere  Duchejne.  The  whole  of  our  correfpondence 
might  amount  to  three  or  four  fhort  letters,  including  a 
note,  in  which  I  acquainted  Duperret,  as  I  acquainted 

at 
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at  the  time  feveral  other  perfons,  whom  I  fuppofed  toT 
take  an  intereft  in  my  welfare,  with  the  fudden  transfor- 
mation of  my  enlargement  from  the  Abbey,  into  a  new 
confinement  at  Sainte-Pelagie.  It  is  on  this  correfpond- 
ence  they  mean  to  found  an  accufation  againft  me, 
as  having  been  connefted,  indireftly  at  leaft,  with  the 
rebels  of  Calvados.  The  very  day  of  Briffot's  execution 
,  I  was  removed  to  the  Conciergeriei  put  into  a  noifome 
room,  and  forced  to  fleep  in  a  bed  without  fheets, 
which  a  fellow- prifoner  was  good  enough  to  lend  me. 
The  day  after  1  was  examined  in  the  office  of  the  tri- 
bunal, by  judge  David,  accompanied  by  the  public  ac- 
cufer,  and  in  the,  prefence  of  a  man  whom  I  fulpedt 
to  be  a  juror.  At  firft  they  afked  me  many  tedi- 
ous queftions  concerning  Roland  before  the  J4th  of 
July,  1789  J  who  was  mayor  of  Lyons  when  he  was  mu- 
nicipal officer,  &c. — I  anfwered  thofe  queftions  by  an 
exad  relation  of  fads;  but  from  that  very  moment 
I  could  perceive,  while  aflcing  many  particulars, 
they  did  not  wiffi  me  to  be  circumftantial  in  my  an- 
fwers.  Without  any  tranfition,  I  was  afked,  if  dur- 
ing the  Convention  I  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
feeing  fuch  and  fuch  members  (and  the  profcribed  and 
condemned  were  named) ;  and  if  in  their  conferences  I 
had  not  heard  them  mention  a  departmental  force, ^  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  it.  I  had  to  remark,  that  I  hqd 
feen  fome  of  thofe  members  as  friends,  with  whom 
Roland  had  been  intimate  from  the  time  of  the  confti- 
tuent  affembly ;  others  by  accident,  either  as  acquaint- 
ance, or  becaufe  brought  to  our  houfe  by  their  col- 
leagues; and  that  feveral  of  them  I  had  never  feen  at 
all :  that  befides  there  had  never  been  any  fecret  coun- 
Part  II.  K  cils 
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cils  or  conferences  at  Roland's;  but  the  converfa- 
tion  was  public,  and  turned  on  matters  which  en- 
gaged the  attention  of' the  Aflembly,  and  interefted 
every  body.  The  debate  was  long  and  violent  be- 
fore I  could  get  my  anfwers  taken  down.  They  defired 
me  to  confine  myfelf  to  yes  and  m;  accufed  me  of 
being  talkative  -,  and  told  me  I  was  not  fhewing  my 
wit  at  the  hotel  of  the  Interior.  The  public  ac- 
cufer  and  the  judge,  efpeciaily  the  firft,  behaved  with 
the  pofitivenefs  and  acrimony  of  perfons  perfuaded  that 
they  had  a  great  criminal  before  them,  and  impa- 
tient for  her  convidion.  When  the  judge  had  afked  a 
queftion,  and  the  public  accufer  did  not  find  it  to  his 
liking,  he  couched  it  in  other  terms,  extended  and  ren- 
dered it  complex  and  captious,  interrupted  my  anfwerSj, 
and  required  them  to  be  more  concife  :  it  was  down- 
right perfecution.  I  was  kept  about  three  hours,  or 
rather  more,  after  which  the  examination  was  fufpended, 
to  be  refumed,  as  I  was  told,  in  the  evening.  I  am 
waiting  for  it.  A  determination  to  deftroy  me  feems 
evident. — I  will  not  prolong  my  Hfe  by  any  bafe  fub- 
terfuge ;  neither  will  I  lay  bare  my  bofom  to  malevo- 
lence ;  nor  facilitate,  by  a  filly  complaifance,  the  labours 
of  the  public  accufer,  who  feems  deiirous  of  my  fur- 
nifhing  him  by  my  anfwers  Vvith  matter  for  the  indi(5t- , 
ment  which  his  zeal  micditates  againft  me. 

Two  days  after,  I  was  fent  for  to  be  re-examined. 
The  firft  queftion  turned  upon  the  pretended  contra- 
diftion  that  exifced  between  my  letters  to  Duperret,  and 
my  having  faid  I  was  not  particularly  intimate  with 
him  I  whence  it  refulted,  that  I  difguifed  the  truth  in 
regard  to  my  political  connexions   with  the  rebels.     I 
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anfwered  that  I  had  never  feen  Dnperret  ten  times  in  my 
life,  and  not  even  once  in  private,  as  it  was  eafy  to  per- 
ceive by  the  firft  letter  I  addreffed  to  him,  when  fend- 
ing him  a  copy  of  that  I  had  written  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  that  the  fubfequent  letters  were  the  confeqiiencd 
of  the  kind  and  explicit  anfwer  I  had  then  received, 
&G.  That  at  the  period  our  little  correfpondence  began 
there  was  no  queftion  of  revolt  and  rebellion;  and  at  that 
time  I  had  no  room  for  a  choice  in  the  aflembly,  where 
there  was  fcarcely  any  perfon  to  whom  I  was  known,  or 
who  would  have  undertaken  the  care  of  my  intcrefls. 

^ejiion.     Who  were  the  common  friends  of  your- 
felf  and  Duperret  ? 

Anfwer.     Barbaroux  in  particular. 
^iejiion.     Was  it  known  to  you  that  Roland,  before 
he   entered    into   the   adminiftration,    belonged   to  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  the  Jacobins  ? 
Jnfiver.     Yes. 

^ejiion.  Was  it  not  you  who  took  upon  you  to 
compofe  the  letters  it  v/as  his  duty  to  draw  up  for  the 
Committee  ? 

Anfwer.  My  hufband  never  borrowed  my  thoughts, 
although  he  may  fometimes  have  employed  my  pen. 

^ejiion.  Were  you  not  acquainted  with  the  office 
for  ^t  formation  of  piblic  fpiritj  eftablifhed  by  Roland 
to  corrupt  the  departments  j  to  bring  to  Paris  a  de- 
partmental force  I  to  tear  the  republic  to  pieces,  ac- 
cording to  the  plans  of  a  liberticide  faftion,  &c.  j  and 
was  it  not  you  who  conduced  the  bufinefs  of  that  office  ? 
Anfwer.  Roland  eftablifhed  no  office  under  that  de- 
nomination ;  and  I  conduced  the  bufinefs  of  none.  Af- 
ter xhe  decree,  paiTed  at  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  or- 
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derlng  him  to  difperfe  ufeful  writings,  he  affigned  td 
fome  of  his  clerks  the  care  of  forwarding  them,  exert- 
ing himfelf  to  the  utmoft  in  the  execution  of  a  law 
•which  tended  to  dIfFufe  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of 
the  revolution.  This  he  called  the  patriotic  correfpond- 
ence  j  and  as'  to  his  own  writings,  inftead  of  promoting 
difcord,  they  all  breathed  a  defire  to  concur  in  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  and  of  peace. 

Here  it  was  obferved,  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to  at- 
tempt to  difguife  the  truth,  as  it  evidendy  appeared,  by 
all  my  anfwers,  I  was  defirous  of  doing ;  that  upon 
the  door  of  the  very  office  was  a  ridiculous  infcription, 
and  that  I  was  not  fo  great  a  ftranger  to  my  huiband's 
tranfadlions  as  not  to  know  it ;  that  my  endeavours  to 
juftify  Roland  would  be  equally  inefFedual^  and  fa- 
tal experience  had  but  too  well  fhown  the  mifchief  that 
perfidious  minifter  had  done,  by  afperfing  the  mofl  faith- 
ful reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  by  exciting  the 
departments  to  take  up  arms  againft  Paris. 

To  this  I  anfwered,  that  far  from  defiring  to  difguife 
the  truth,  I  was  proud  of  doing  homage  to  it,  even  at 
the  rifl<:  of  my  life  j  that  I  had  never  read  the  infcrip- 
tion  in  queftion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  had  remarked  at 
the  time  the  report  of"  it  was  in  circulation,  that  it  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  printed  lifts  of  offices  belonging 
to  the  interior  department ;  and  that,  in  anfwer  to  the 
injurious  imputations  upon  Roland,  I  had  only  two 
fads  to  oppoie :  the  firfi  his  writings,  which  all  con- 
tained the  befl:  principles  of  morality  and  politics  \  the 
fecondy  his  forwarding  all  thofe  printed  by  order  of  the 
rNational  Convention,  even  the  fpeeches  of  the  mem- 
bers 
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bers  of  that  affembly,  who  pafled  for  the  moft  violent 
in  oppofition. 

^efiion.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  Roland  left  Pa- 
ris, and  where  he  may  be  ? 

Anjwer.  Whether  I  do  or  not,  is  what  I  neither 
ought  or  choofe  to  tell. 

It  was  obferved,  this  obftinacy  in  conftantly  dif- 
guifing  the  truth  proved  I  thought  Roland  guilty j 
that  I  fet  myfelf  in  open  rebellion  againft  the  lawj  that 
I  forgot  the  duty  of  a  perfon  accufed,  whom  it  behoves 
above  all  to  reveal  the  truth  to  juftice,  &c.  The  pub- 
lic accufer,  who  put  the  queftion,  took  care  to  accom- 
pany it,  as  he  did  every  other  he  thought  proper  to 
afkj  with  infulting  epithets,  and  expreffions  indicat- 
ing anger.  I  attempted  to  anfwer ;  but  he  forbad 
details  i  and  both  he  and  the  judge,  endeavour- 
ing to  avail  themfelves  of  the  kind  of  authority  given 
by  their  office,  employed  all  means  to  reduce  me  to 
filence,  or  to  make  me  fay  what  they  thought  fit. 
Indignant  at  the  treatment,  I  told  them  I  would  com- 
plain in  open  court  of  their  unheard  of  and  captious 
mode  of  examination ;  that  I  would  not  fufFer  myfelf  to 
be  brow-beaten  \  and  that  I  confidered  the  laws  of  rea- 
fon  and  nature  as  fuperior  to  all  human  inftitutions :  then 
turning  round  to  the  clerk,  *  Take  up  your  pen,*  faid  I, 
*  and  write.' 

Anfwer,  '  A  perfon  accufed  is  anfwerable  for  his 
own  acflions,  but  not  for  thofe  of  others.  If,  during 
more  than  four  months,  Roland  had  not  folicited  in  vain 
the  paffing  of  his  accounts,  he  would  not  now  be  ob- 
liged to  abfent  himfelf,  nor  fhould  I,  fuppofing  me  to 
be  acquainted  with  it;,  be  obliged  to  make  a  fecret  of 
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his  place  of  refidence. — ^I  know  of  no  law  which  requires 
me  to  betray  the  deareft  fentiments  of  nature/ 

Here  the  public  accufer  exclaimed  in  a  rage,  that 
there  was  no  end  to  my  loquacity;  and  here  clofed 
the  examination. 

'  How  I  pity  you,'  faid  I  calmly.  '  I  forgive  you 
even  the  difagreeable  things  you  fay  :  you  think  you 
have  a  great  criminal  before  you,  and  are  impatient 
to  convi6b  her.  How  unfortunate  is  the  man  who  en- 
tertains fuch  prejudices  !  You  may  fend  me  to  the  fcaf- 
foldi  but  you  cannot  deprive  me  of  the  fatisfadion  I  de- 
rive from  a  good  confcience,  nor  of  the  perfuafion  that 
pofterity  will  revenge  Roland  and  me,  by  devodng 
his  pcrfecutors  to  infamy.'  Being  defi red  to  choofe  my 
advocate,  I  named  Chauveau,  and  redred,  faying  to 
them  with  a  fmile,  '  I  wifh  you,  in  return  for  all  the  ill 
you  mean  to  do  to  me,  the  fame  peace  of  mind  1  enjoy, 
whatever  may  be  the  reward  attached  to  it.' 

The  examination  took  place  in  a  room  called  the 
council- chamber,  at  a  table  with  feveral  perfons  fitting 
round  it,  who  appeared  to  be  there  for  the  purpofe  of 
wridng,  and  who  did  nothing  but  liften  to  what  I  laid. 
There  were  many  goers  and  comers;  nor  could  any 
thing  be  lefs  fecret  than  the  tranfadion. 
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DRAUGHT  OF  A  DEFENCE  INTENDED  TO 
BE  READ  TO  THE  TRIBUNAL*. 

The  charge  brought  againftme  refts  entirely  upon  the 
pretended  fact  of  my  being  the  accomplice  of  men  called 
confpirators.  My  intimacy  with  a  few  of  them  is  of 
much  older  date  than  the  political  circumftances,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  they  are  now  confidered  as  rebels ; 
and  the  correfpondence  we  kept  up  through  the  medium 
of  our  common  friends,  at  the  time  of  their  departure 
from  Paris,  was  entirely  foreign  to  public  affairs.  Pro- 
perly fpeaking,  I  have  been  engaged  in  no  political  cor- 
refpondence whatever,  and  in  that  refpeft  I  might  con- 
fine myfelf  to  a  fimple  denial  i  for  I  certainly  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  my  particular  affedions. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
my  conduct,  nor  do  I  wifh  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
public  eye.  I  fliall  therefore  acknowledge,  that,  with 
expreffions  of  regret  at  my  confinement,  I  received  an 
intimation  that  Duperret  had  two  letters  for  me,  whe- 
ther written  by  one  or  by  two  of  my  friends,  before  or 
after  their  leaving  Paris,  I  cannot  fay.  Duperret  had  de- 
livered them  into  other  hands,  and  they  never  came  to 
mine.  Another  time  I  received  a  preffing  invitation  to 
break  my  chains,  and  an  offer  of  fervices;  to  afTift  me 
in  effecting  my  elcape  in  any  way  1  might  think  proper, 
and  to  convey  me  whitherfoever  I  might  afterwards  wifli 
to  go.     I  was  diifuaded  from  liftening  to  fuch  propofals 

*  Written  at  the  Conciergerie  the  night  after  her  ^xaminatipi). 
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by  duty  and  by  honour  ;  by  duty,  diat  I  might  not  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  thofe  to  whofe  care  I  was  confided; 
and  by  honour,  becaufe  at  all  events  I  preferred  running 
the  rifk  of  an  unjuft  trial,  to  expofing  myfelf  to  the 
fulpicion  of  guilt  by  a  flight,  unworthy  of  me.  When 
I  confented  to  be  taken  up  on  the  31ft  of  May,  it  was 
not  with  the  intention  of  afterwards  making  my  efcape. 
In  that  alone  confifts  all  my  correfpondence  with  my 
fugitive  friends.  No  doubt,  if  all  means  of  communi- 
cation had  not  been  cut  off^,  or  if  I  had  not  been  pre- 
vented by  confinement,  I  fhould  have  endeavoured 
to  learn  what  was  become  of  them  3  for  I  know  of  no 
law  by  which  my  doing  fo  is  forbidden.  In  what  age,  or 
in  what  nation,  was  it  ever  confidered  a  crime  to 
be  faithful  to  thofe  fentiments  of  efteem  and  brotherly  af- 
feftion  which  bind  man  to  man  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
judge  of  the  meafures  of  thofe  who  have  been  profcribed : 
they  are  unknown  to  me;  but  I  will  never  believe  in  the 
evil  intentions  of  m.en,  of  whofe  probity,  civifm,  and 
devodon  to  their  country,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced. 
If  they  erred  it  was  unwitdngly  j  they  fall  without  being 
abafed;  and  I  regard  them  as  unfortunate  without  being 
liable  to  blame.  I  am  perfe6tly  eafy  as  to  their  glory, 
and  willingly  confent  to  participate  in  the  honour  of  be- 
ing oppreffed  by  their  enemies.  I  know  thofe  men,  ac- 
cufed  of  confpiring  againfl  their  country,  to  have  been 
determined  republicans,  but  humane,  and  perfuaded  that 
good  laws  were  neceffary  to  procure  the  republic  the 
good-will  of  perfons  who  doubted  whether  it  could  be 
maintained  j  which  it  muft  be  confeffed  is  more  difficult 
than  to  kill  them.  The  hiilory  of  every  age  proves, 
that  it  requires  great  talents  to  lead  men  to  virtue  by  wife 
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inftltutlons,  while  force  fuffices  to  opprefs  them  by  terror 
or  to  annihilate  them  by  death.  I  have  heard  them  aflert, 
that  abundance,  as  well  as  happinefs,  can  only  proceed 
from  an  equitable,  prote6ting,  and  beneficent  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  omnipotence  of  the  bayonet  may 
produce  fear,  but  not  bread.  I  have  ken  them  ani- 
mated by  the  moil  lively  enthufiafm  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  difdaining  to  flatter  them,  and  refolved  rather  to 
fall  vidims  to  their  delufion  than  be  the  means  of  keep- 
ing it  up.  I  confefs  thefe  principles,  and  this  con- 
duct, appeared  to  me  totally  different  from  the  fenti- 
ments  and  proceedings  of  tyrants  or  ambitious  men,  who 
feek  to  pleafe  the  people  to  effeft  their  fubjugation.  It 
inlpired  me  with  the  higheft  efteem  for  thofe  generous 
men :  this  error,  if  an  error  it  be,  will  accompany  me  to 
the  grave,  whither  I  fhall  be  proud  of  following  thofe 
whom   I  was  not  permitted  to  accompany. 

My  defence  I  will  venture  to  fay,  is  more  neceffary 
to  thofe,  who  really  wifli  to  come  at  the  truth,  than  it  is 
to  myfelf.  Calm  and  contented  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
having  done  my  duty,  1  look  forward  to  futurity  with 
perfect  peace  of  mind.  My  ferious  turn,  and  ftudious 
habits,  have  preferved  me  alike  from  the  follies  of  diffi- 
pation,  and  from  the  buflle  of  intrigue.  A  friend  to 
liberty,  on  which  reflexion  had  taught  me  to  fet  a  jufl: 
value,  I  beheld  the  revolution  with  delight,  perfuaded 
it  v/as  deftined  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbitrary  power 
I  detefl:ed,  and  to  the  abufes  I  had  fo  often  lament- 
ed, when  refleding  with  pity  upon  the  fate  of  the 
indigent  claffes  of  fociety.  I  took  an  interefl:  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  revolution,  and  fpoke  with  warmth  of  pub- 
lic 
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lie  affairs;  but  I  did  not  pafs   the  bounds  prefcribed 
by  my  fex.     Some  fmall  talents  perhaps,  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  philofophy,   a  degree  of  courage  more  uncom- 
mon, and  which  did  not  permit  me  to  weaken  my  huf- 
band's  energy  in  dangerous  times :  fuch  perhaps  are  the 
qualities  which  thofe  who  know    me  may  have  indif- 
creetly  extolled,  and  which  may  have  made  me  enemies 
among  thofe  to  whom   I  am  unknown.     Roland  fome- 
times  employed  me  as  a  fecretary  i  and  the  famous  let- 
ter to  the  king,  for  inftance,  is  copied  entirely  in  my 
hand-writing :  this  would  be  an  excellent  count  to  add 
to  my  indiftment,  if  the  Auftrians  were  trying  me,  and 
if  they  Ihould  have  thought  fit  to  extend  a  minifcer's  re- 
fponfibility  to  his  wife.     But  Roland  long  ago  manifeited 
his  knowledge,  and  his  attachment  to  the  great  principles 
of  polidcs :  the   proofs   of  them  exift  in  his  numerous 
works,  publilhed  during  the  laft  fifteen  years. — His  learn- 
ing and  his  probity  are  all  his  own,   nor  did  he  fland  in 
need  of  a  wife  to  make  him  an  able  minifter.     Never 
were  conferences  or  fecret  councils  held  at  his  houfe ;  his 
colleagues,  whoever  they  might  be,  and  a  few  friends 
and  acquaintance,  met  once  a  week   at  his  table,  and 
there  converfed  in  a  public  manner  on  matters  in  which 
every  body  was  concerned.     As  to  the  refl,  the  writings 
of  that  minifter,  which  breathe  throughout  a   love  of 
order  and  of  peace,  and  which  lay  down  in   the  mofl 
forcible  manner  the  beft  principles  of  morality  and  po- 
litics, will  for  ever  atteil  his  wifdom,  as  his  accounts  will 
prove  his  integrity. 

To  return  to  the  offence  imputed  to  me,  I  have  to 
obfcrve  that  I  never  was  intimate  with  Duperret.  I 
faw  him  now  and  then  at  the  time  of  Roland's  admini- 
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ftration ;  but  he  never  came  to  our  houfe  during  the  fix 
months  that  my  hulband  was  no  longer  in  office.     The 
fame  remark   will  apply   to  the    other   members,   our 
friends,  which  furely  does  not  accord  with  the  plots  and 
confpiracies  laid  to  our   charge.     It  is  evident  by  my 
firft  letter  to  Duperrer,  I  only  v/rote  to  him  becaufe  I 
knew  not   to   whom  elfe  to   addrefs   mylelf,    and   be- 
caufe  I  imagined  he  would  readily   confent  to  oblige 
me.     My  correfpondence  with  him  -  could  not  then  be 
concerted ;    it   could    not   be  the  .confequence  of  any 
previous    intimacy,    and    could    have    only    one    ob- 
jefl  in  view.     It  gave  me  afterwards  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  accounts  from  thofe  who  had  juft   abfented 
themfelves,  and  with  whom  I  was  conne6led   by  the 
ties  of  friendlliip,  independendy  of  all  polidcal  confider- 
adons.     The  latter  w^re  totally  out  of  the  queftion   in 
the  kind  of  correfpondence  I  kept  up  with  them  during 
the  early  part  of  their  abfence.     No  written  memorial 
bears  witnefs   againft  me    in    that  refped,    thofe    ad- 
duced only  leading  to  a  belief  that  I  partook  of  the 
opinions  and  fentiments  of  the  perfons   called  confpira- 
tors.     This  dedudlion  is  well  founded  :  I  confefs  it  with- 
out referve,  and  am  proud   of  the   conformity.     But 
I  never  manifefted  my  opinions  in  a  way  which  can  be 
conftrued  into  a  crime,  or  vv-hich  tended  to  occafion  any 
difturbance.     Now,  to  become  an  accompUce  in  any 
plan  whatever,   it  is  neceffary  to  give  advice,  or  to  fur- 
nifh  means  of  execution.     I   have  done  neither;  I  am 
not  then  reprehenfible  in  the  eye  of  the  law — there  is 
no  law  to  condemn  me,  nor  any  fa6t  which  admits  of  the 
application  of  a  law. 

I  know  that  in  revolutions,  law,  as  well  as  juflice,  is 
8  often 
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often  forgotten  j  and  the  proof  of  it  is,  that  I  am  here. 
I  owe  my  trial  to  nothing  but  the  prejudices,  and  vio- 
lent animofitics  which  arifc  in  times  of  great  agitation, 
and  which  are  generally  direded  againft  thofe  who  hare 
been  placed  in  confpicuous  fituations,  or  are  known  to 
pofTefs  any  energy  or  fpirit.  It  would  have  been  eafy 
for  my  courage  to  put  me  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
fentence  I  forefaw ;  but  I  thought  it  rather  became 
me  to  undergo  it :  I  thought  that  I  owed  the  example  to 
my  country  J  I  thought  that  if  I  were  to  be  condemned, 
it  muft  be  right  to  leave  tyranny  all  the  odium  of  facrificing 
a  woman  whofe  crime  is  that  of  pofieffing  fome  fmall 
talents  which  ihe  never  mifapplied,  a  zealous  defire 
of  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  courage  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge her  unfortunate  friends,  and  to  do  homage 
to  virtue  at  the  rifle  of  her  life.  Minds  which  have 
any  claim  to  greatnefs  are  capable  of  divefting  them- 
felves  of  felfifh  confiderations ;  they  feel  they  be- 
long to  the  whole  human  race  j  and  their  views  are  di- 
refted  to  poflerity  alone.  I  am  the  wife  of  a  virtuous 
man  expofed  to  perfecution ;  and  I  was  the  friend  of 
men  who  have  been  profcribed  and  immolated  by  delu- 
fion,  and  the  hatred  of  jealous  mediocrity.  It  is  necef- 
fary  that  I  fhould  peridi  in  my  turn,  becaufe  it  is  a  rule 
with  tyranny  to  facrifice  thofe  whom  it  has  grievoufly 
oppreiled,  and  to  annihilate  the  very  witnefTes  of  its 
mifdeeds.  I  have  this  double  claim  to  death  from  your 
hands,  and  I  exped  it.  When  innocence  walks  to  the 
fcafFold,  at  the  command  of  error  and  perverfity,  every 
ftep  fhe  takes  is  an  advance  towards  glory.  May  I  be 
th^  laft  vi(5lim  facrificed  to  the  furious  fpirit  of  party ! 
I  Ihali  quit  with  joy  this  unfortunate  earthy  which  fwal- 
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lows  up  the  friends  of  virtue,  and  drinks  the  blood  of 
thejuft. 

Truth !  friendfhip !  my  country  !  facred  objeds,  fen- 
timents  dear  to  my  heart,  accept  my  laft  facrifice.  My 
life  was  devoted  to  you,  and  you  will  render  my  death 
eafy  and  glorious. 

Juft   heaven !    enlighten  this  unfortunate  people  for 

whom  I    defired   liberty Liberty! — It  is   for 

noble  minds,  who  defpife  death,  and  who  know  how 
upon  occafion  to  give  it  to  themfelves.  It  is  not  for 
weak  beings  who  enter  into  a  compofition  with 
guilt,  and  cover  felfiflinefs  and  cowardice  with  the 
name  of  prudence.  It  is  not  for  corrupt  wretches 
who  rife  from  the  bed  of  debauchery,  or  from  the  mire 
of  indigence,  to  feaft  their  eyes  on  the  blood  that 
ftreams  from  the  fcafFold.  It  is  the  portion  of  a  people 
who  delight  in  humanity,  pradlife  juftice,  defpife  their 
flatterers,  and  refpedt  the  truth.  While  you  are  not 
fuch  a  people,  O  my  fellow- citizens  !  you  will  talk  in 
vain  of  liberty:  inftead  of  liberty  you  will  have  li- 
centioufnefs,  of  which  you  will  all  fall  vidims  in  your 
turns :  you  will  afk  for  bread ;  dead  bodies  will  be  given 
you  J  and  you  will  at  laft  bow  down  your  necks  to  the 
yoke. 

I  have  neither  concealed  my  fentlments  nor  my  opi- 
nions. I  know  that  a  Roman  lady  was  fent  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  for  lamentincr  the  death  of  her  fon.  I  know  that  in 
times  of  dekifion  and  party  rage,  he  who  dares  avow 
himfelf  the  friend  of  the  condemned  or  of  the  profcribed 
expofes  himfelf  to  their  fate.  But  I  defpife  death ; 
I  never  feared  any  thing  but  guilt,  and  I  will  not  pur- 
chafe  life  at  the  expence  of  a  bafe  fubterfuge.     Woe 

to 
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to  the  times!    woe  to  the   people   among  whom   do- 
ing homage  to  difregarded  truth  can  be  attended  with  - 
danger,  and  happy  he  who  in  fuch  circumftances  is  bold 
enough  to  brave  it ! 

It  is  now  your  part  to  fee  whether  it  anfwer  your 
purpofe  to  condemn  me  without  proof,  upon  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  and  without  the  fupport  or  juftification  of 
any  law. 
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1 8  Brumaire> 
By  authority  of  the  criminal  revolutionary  tribunal 
eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  the  loth  of  March  1793,  with- 
out appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and  alfo  in  vir- 
tue of  the  power  delegated  by  the  law  of  25  April  of 
the  fame  year,  to  the  faid  tribunal  fitdng  in  the  hall  of 
juftice  at  Paris : 

The  indiclment  drawn  up  by  the  public  accufer  againft 
Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Roland,  aged 
thirty-nine  years,  born  at  Paris,  and  dwelling  there,  in 
the  rue  de  la  har-pe^  of  which  the  tenor  is  as  hereafter  fol- 
io we  th  : 

Antcny-^lntin  Fouquier-'^inville^  public  accufer  ofthe 
extraordinary  criminal  and  revolutionary  tribunal,  (eita- 
blilhed  at  Paris,  by  a  decree  of  the  national  convention, 
ofthe  loth  of  March,  the  fecond  year  of  the  republic, 
w^ithout  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  annulment)  by  virtue 
of  the  pov^er  to  him  given  by  the  fecond  article  of  ano- 
ther decree  of  the  convendon  of  the  5th  of  April  fol- 
lowing, importing  that  the  public  accufer  ofthe  faid  tri- 
bunal is  authorifed  to   arreft,  profecute,  and  bring  to 
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judgment,   on   the  denunciation   of  the  conftltuted  au- 
thorities and  of  citizens, 

Sheweth  that  the  fword  of  the  law  has  recently 
flruck  feveral  principal  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy  which 
exifted  againft  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  French  peo- 
ple i  but  a  great  number  of  authors  and  accomplices  of 
that  confpiracy  ftill  exift,  and  hitherto  have  found  means; 
by  a  cowardly  flight,  to  avoid  the  juft  punifliment  of 
their  crimes :  of  the  number  is  Roland,  ex-miniiler  of 
the  home  department,  the  principal  agent  of  the  con- 
fpirators.  The  flight  of  fome  of  them  did  not  put  a 
ftop  to  the  correipondence  between  thofe  who  re- 
mained at  Paris,  as  well  at  liberty  as  in  a  fl:ate  of  ar- 
refl: :  they  correfponded  alfo  with  thofe  who  had  taken 
refuge  at  Caen,  and  other  cities  of  the  republic.  Ro- 
land on  leaving  Paris  left  behind  him  his  wife,  who,  al- 
though put  in  confinement  in  a  houfe  of  arreft,  continued 
to  correfpond  with  the  confpirators  who  had  retired  to 
Caen,  through  the  medium  of  another  who  remained  at 
Paris.  That  intriguing  woman,  who  is  v/eli  knov/n  to 
have  received,  and  aflTembicd  at  her  houfe  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  of  the  confpirators  in  fecret  councils,  of  which 
flie  was  the  foul,  received,  although  in  prifon,  letters 
from  Barbaroux  and  others  of  the  refugees  at  Caen;  and 
always  anfwered  them  in  terms  favourable  to  the  con- 
fpiracy.  Of  this  correfpondence  the  proof  exifts,  Firfi:, 
in  a  letter  dated  from  Evreux,  the  13  th  of  June  lafl, 
written  by  Barbaroux  to  Lauze  Duperret,  in  v»'hich  he 
fays :  "  Do  not  forget  the  efi:imable  wife  of  Roland,  and 
"  try  to  give  her  Ibme  confolation  in  her  prifon,  by 
"  conveying  to  her  the  good  news,  &:c."  sdly,  in  a 
letter,  dated  the  15th  of  the  faid  monih  of  June,  from 
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the  laid  Barbaroux  to  the  faid  Lauze  Duperrct,  in  which 
are  the  following  paffages.   "  You  have  no  doubt  executed 
**  my  commiffion  in  regard  to  Madame  Roland,  by  trying 
**  to  convey  to  her  fome  little  confolation. — Make  an  ef- 
"  fort  to  fee  her,  and  tell  her,  that  the  twenty-two  profcrib- 
"  ed,  and  all  honefl:  men,  fhare  her  affli6lions,  &c.  Here- 
"  with  you  will  receive  a  letter  which  we  have  written  to 
"  that  eftimable  woman.     I  need  not  fay  that  you  alone 
"  can  execute  this  important  commiffion ;  fhe  muft  at  all 
'*  events  try  to  get  out  of  her   prifon,  and  into   fome 
"  place  of  fafety,    &c."     3dly,  In   a  letter  written  by 
Lauze  Duperret  to  the  faid  wife  of  Roland,   in  which  he 
fays :  '^  I  have  kept  for  feveral  days  three  letters  which 
"  Barbaroux  and  Buzot  inclofed  to  me,  without  having 
"  it  in  my  power  to  convey  them  to  you ;    and  what 
**  is  ftill  more  unfortunate,   is,    that   at  the  moment  I 
"  might  avail  myfelf  of   the  means  you  afford    me^ 
"  the    thing   is    become    impoffjble,    as    they   are   in 
'*  the  hands  of  Petion,  to   whom  I  thought  it  advife- 
"  able   to  deliver  them,  fuppofing  he  had   it  m.ore  in 
*'  his  power  to  forward  them  than  any  body  ^iit,  and  who 
*'  fet  off  without  being  able  fo  to  do.     I  Ihall  this  very 
*^  day  give  notice  of  it  to  thofe  cidzens  to  whom  I  am 
''  going  to  write  by  a  fafe   conveyance,  and  Ihall  in- 
*'  form  them  I  have   it  now  in  my   power  to  execute 
"  their  commands  with  more  pundluality,  &c."     4thly, 
In  a  note  dated  the  24th  of  June,  written  by  the  above 
wife  of  Roland  to  Duperret,  in  which  fhe  acquaints  him 
fhe  has  been  releafed  from  the  abbeys  that  fhe  thought 
fhe  was  going  to  retiu-n   home;  but  that   before   Ihe 
reached  it  fhe  was  taken  up  and  conduced  to  Sainte- 
Pelagic.     5thly,  and  lailly,  in  three  other  letters  written 
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by  her  in  like  manner  to  Lauze  Duperretj  the  firft 
dated  June  6,  the  fecond  without  date,  and  the  third 
June  24.  In  the  fecond  fhe  fays:  "The  accounts 
"  I  receive  from  my  friends  are  the  only  pleafure  I 
"  am  fenfible  of;  you  have  afiifted  in  procuring  me 
"  that  pleafure :  tell  them  my  confidence  in  their 
"  courage  and  knowledge  of  what  they  are  capable 
"  of  doing  for  liberty.  Hands  me  in  flead  of  every 
"  thing,  and  confoles  me  in  all  my  misfortunes  j  tell 
*^  them  my  efleem,  my  attachment,  and  my  good 
"  wifhes,  will  follow  them  wherever  they  go.  Barba« 
"  roux's  hand-bill  gave  me  great  pleafure,"  &c. 

After  the  contents  of  the  faid  letters  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  faid  wife  of  Roland  was  one  of  the 
principal  agents  and  abettors  of  the  confpiracy. 

Thefe  things  confidered,  the  public  accufer  has 
drawn  up  the  prefent  indi6lment  againft  Mary-Jane 
Phlipon,  the  wife  of  Roland,  heretofore  miniftcr  of 
the  Interior,  for  having  wickedly,  and  defignedly,  aided 
and  afiifted  in  the  confpiracy  which  exifled  againft  the 
unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  againft  the  liberty 
and  fafety  of  the  French  people,  by  affembling  at  her 
houfe,  in  fecret  council,  the  principal  chiefs  of  that  con- 
fpiracy, and  by  keeping  up  a  correfpondence  tending  to 
facilitate  their  liberticide  defigns. 

Wherefore  the  public  accufer  demands,  that  a  record 
be  made,  by  the  tribunal  affembled,  of  the  accufation 
brought  by  him  againft  Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  the  wife  of 
Roland  j  and  that  in  confequence  he  be  ordered  with 
his  bcft  fpeed,  and  by  a  ferjeant  (huijjier)  of  the  tribunal, 
bearer  of  the  warrant,  to  take  the  faid  Mary- Jane  Phli- 
pon, wife  of  Roland,  into  cuftody,  and  to  lodge  her  in 
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tlie  houje  of  arrefi  of  the  Conciergerie  at  Paris,  there  to 
remain  in  clofe  imprifohment  j  as  alfo  that  the  faid  war- 
rant be  notified  to  the  accufed>  and  to  the  tribunal  of 
Paris. 

Done,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  public  accufer,  this  fc- 
venteenth  of  Brumaire,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible. 

(Signed)  A.  C^Fouquier. 

The  warrant  iiTued  againft  her  by  the  tribunal,  and 
the  minutes  of  the  delivery  of  her  perfon  in  the  houle 
of  juftice  of  the  Conciergerie,  as  alfo  the  declaration  of 
the  jury  of  judgment,  importing : 

I'hat  there  has  exifled  a  horrible  confpiracy  againft  the 
unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  the  liberty  and 
fafety  of  the  French  people : 

That  Mary- Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Ro- 
land, is  convided  of  being  one  of  the  abettors  or  ac- 
complices of  that  confpiracy. 

The  tribunal,  after  having  heard  the  public  accufer 
deliver  his  reafons  concerning  the  application  of  the  law, 
condemns  Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Ro- 
land, ex-minifter,  to  the  punifhment  of  death,  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  the  fixteenth  of  December,  one 
thoufand  ieven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  which  has  been 
read,  and  which  is  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

"  The  National  Covention  decrees,  that  whoever 
Ihall  propofe  or  attempt  to  deftroy  the  unity  of  the 
French  republic,  or  to  detach  its  integral  parts  to 
unite  them  to  a  foreign  territory,  fhall  be  punifhed  with 
death." 

Declares  the  property  of  the  faid  wife  of  Roland  con- 
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fifcated  to  the  ufe  of  the  nation,  in  conformity  with 
the  Jaw  of  the  loth  of  March  laft,  which  has  been  read, 
arid  which  is  conceived  in  thefe  terms :  *^  The  property 
of  thofe  who  {hall  be  condemned  to  the  puniQiment  of 
deathj  fhall  be  confifcated  to  the  ufe  of  the  republic : 
a  provifion  fhall  be  made  for  fuch  widows  and  children 
as  have  no  property  of  their  own.'* 

Orders  the  public  accufer  to  fee  that  the  prefent  fen- 
tence  be  put  in  execution,  within  twenty-four  hours,  on 
the  Place  de  la  Revolution  in  this  city,  and  to  be  printed 
and  pofted  up  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  re- 
public, wherever  need  may  be. 

Done,  and  pronounced  in  open  court,  the  eighteenth 
of  the  month  Brumaire,  the  fecond  year  of  the  French 
republic;  prefent,  cidzens  Rene-Francis  Dumas,  vice- 
prefident,  performing  the  funftions  of  prefidentj  Ga- 
briel Deliege,  Francis- Jofeph  Denifot,  and  Peter- Noel 
Subleyras,  judges  j  who  have  figned  the  minutes^  with 
Wolff,  clerk  of  the  court. 

Collated. 

A  true  copy,  delivered  by  the  underfigned. 

Paris,  fecretary  (Greffier.) 

Such  was  the  fentence  that  fent  to  •  the  fcaffold,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-nine,  a  woman,  whofe  energetic  difpo- 
fition,  feeling  heart,  and  cultivated  mind,  rendered  her 
the  delight  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her 
death  refleds  equal  glory  on  her  fex,  and  dilgrace  on 
her  executioners. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  draw  her  charafter :  her 
writings  exprefs  it ;  her  condud  is  her  teftimony  j  and 
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hlftory  uill  revenge  the  injuftice  of  her   contempora- 
ries. 

The  fentence  was  preceded  for  form's  fake,  and  ac- 
tording  to  the  cuftom  of  that  horrible  tribunal,  by  a 
mock  trial  (debats)^  in  Vv'hich  madam  Roland  was 
not  allowed  to  fpeak,  and  in  which  hired  ruffians  vo- 
mited forth  the  mod  atrocious  calumnies  before  other 
ruffians,  the  execrable  tools  of  Robefpierre,  fo  unv/or- 
thily  honoured  with  the  title  of  judges  and  jurors.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  detail  of  the  proceed- 
ings, which,  as  is  well  known,  muft  not  be  taken  in 
writing:  but  I  know  that  only  one  perfon  paid  a  tri- 
bute to  truth,  and  that  he  was  fome  time  after  fent  on 
that  account  to  the  fcaffold.  I  mean  the  worthy  Le- 
cocq,  who  for  eight  months  only  had  lived  with  Roland 
as  a  fervant,  and  whofe  excellent  qualities  deferved  a 
better  fate. 

Madam  Roland  did  not  deceive  the  expeftations  of  her 
friends.  She  was  conduced  to  the  fcaffold  with  all  the 
calmnefs  of  a  great  mind,  fuperior  to  the  idea  of  death, 
and  poffefling  fufficient  power  to  overcome  the  natural 
horror  of  immediate  diffoludon.  To  exhibit  a  pidure  of 
her  laft  moments,  I  cannot  do  better  than  borrow  the  ele-= 
gant  and  impreffive  pen  of  Roiuffe.  The  following  is  the 
account  he  gives  of  them  in  his  work  intituled  Memoires 
d'un  delenuy  four  Jervir  a  Vhifioire  de  la  tyrannte  de  Rohe- 
Jperre  j  a  work  which  will  furnifh  hiftory  with  more  than 
one  important  delineation,  and  which  will  never  be  read 
without  emotion. 

"  The  blood  of  the  twenty-two  was  ftill  warm  when 

madam  Roland  was  brought  to  the  Conciergerie.     Well 

aware  of  the  fate  that  awaited  her,  her  peace  of  mind 

6  continued 
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continued  undiftnrbed.  Though  paft  the  prime  of  life, 
fhe  was  ftill  a  charmino;  woman :  flie  was  tall  and  of 
elegant  make  j  and  her  countenance  was  expreffive  ;  but 
her  misfortunes  and  long;  confinement  had  left  traces 
of  melancholy  on  her  face,  which  tempered  its  natu- 
ral vivacity.  She  had  the  foul  of  a  republican  in  a 
body  made  up  of  graces,  and  fafliioned  by  a  certain 
courtly  ftyle  of  politenefs.  Something  more  than  is  ge- 
nerally found  in  the  eyes  of  women  beamed  from  hers, 
which  were  large,  dark,  and  full  of  foftnefs  and  expref- 
fion.  She  often  fpoke  to  me  at  the  grate  with  the 
freedom  and  energy  of  a  great  man.  This  republican, 
language,  from  the  mouth  of  a  pretty  French  woman, 
for  whom  the  fcaffold  was  preparing,  was  one  of  the 
miracles  of  the  revolution  to  which  we  were  not  then 
accuftomed.  We  all  flood  liftcning  round  her,  in 
admiration  and  aftoniibment.  Her  converfation  was 
fcrious  without  being  cold ;  and  fhe  expreffed  herfelf 
with  a  choice  of  words,  a  harmony  and  cadence,  that 
made  her  language  a  kind  of  mufic  with  which  the 
ear  was  never  fatisfied.  She  always  fpoke  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  had  juft  been  put  to  death,  with  refpeft ;  but 
fhe  fpoke  of  them  at  the  fame  tirrie  without  feminine  pity, 
and  even  reproached  them  with  not  having  adopted 
meafures  fufhciently  energetic.  She  generally  ftyled 
them  our  friends,  and  often  fent  for  Claviere  -to  con- 
verfe  with  him.  Sometimes  her  fex  would  recover  the 
afccndance  j  and  it  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  recolleftion 
of  her  daughter  and  her  hufband  had  drawn  tears  from 
her  eyes.  This  mixture  of  natural  foftnefs,  and  of  for- 
titude, rendered  her  the  more  inter?fting.     The  wo- 
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man  who  waited  on  her,  faid  to  me  one  day,  *  Before 
you  Jhe  calls  up  all  her  courage  j  hut  in  her  own  roomfm 
Jometimesjiands  for  hours  together,  leaning  againji  her  window 
and  weeping.^  The  day  fhe  was  fentfor  to  be  examined, 
we  faw  her  pafs  with  her  ufual  firmnefs  j  but  when  ihe 
returned  the  tears  were  giiftening  in  her  eyes :  fhe  had 
been  treated  with  fo  much  harihnefs,  and  queflions  fo 
injurious  to  her  honour  had  been  afked  her,  that  her 
tears  and  her  indignation  had  burft  forth  together.  A 
mercenary  pedant  coldly  infuked  this  woman,  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  her  underftanding,  and  who,  at  the 
bar  of  the  National  Convention,  had  reduced  her  ene- 
mies to  filence,  and  forced  them  to  admire  the  eafy 
graces  of  her  eloquence.  She  remained  eight  days  at 
the  Conciergerie  j  and  in  that  fhort  time  rendered  herfelf 
dear  to  all  the  prifoners,  who  fincerely  deplored  her  fate. 

The  day  fhe  was  condemned,  fhe  was  neatly  drelT- 
ed  in  white  i  and  her  long  black  hair  flowed  loofely  to 
her  waifl.  She  would  have  moved  the  mofl  favage 
heart,  but  thofe  monflers  had  no  heart  at  all.  Her  drefs, 
however,  was  not  meant  to  excite  pity  3  but  was  chofen 
as  a  fymbol  of  the  purity  of  her  mind.  After  her  con- 
demnation, fhe  pafTed  through  the  wicket  with  a  quick 
ftep,  befpeaking  fomething  like  joy  $  and  indicated  by 
an  exprefllve  geflure,  that  fhe  was  condemned  to  die. 
She  had,  for  the  companion  of  her  misfortune,  a  man 
whofe  fortitude  was  not  equal  to  her  own,  but  whom 
fhe  found  means  to  infpire  with  gaiety,  fo  cheering  and  fo 
real,  that  it  feveral  times  brought  a  fmile  upon  his  face. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  fhe  bowed  down  before  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty^  and  pronounced  thefe   memorable 

words  s 
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words :  0  Liberty y  how  many  crimes  are  committed  in  thj 
name ! 

She  often  faid,  that  her  hufband  would  not  furvive  her  j 
and  foon  after  we  learned  in  our  dungeons,  that  the  vir- 
tuous Roland  had  killed  himfelf  on  the  public  road,  there- 
by indicating  his  wi(h  to  die  irreproachable  in  regard  to 
courageous  hofpitality. 

My  heart,  though  fuffering  many  cruel  torments  in 
that  horrible  abode,  felt  nothing  more  feverely  than 
the  pang  occafioned  by  the  death  of  that  celebrated  wo- 
man.— -The  remembrance  of  her  murder,  added  to 
that  of  my  unfortunate  friends,  will  make  my  mind  a  prey 
to  inconfolable  forrow  to  the  lafl  period  of  my  exiftence. 


EKD   OF    THE  SECOND   PART. 
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SUPPLEMENT*. 

TT^e  Examination  of  Citizennefs  Roland  at  the  Abhey^  taken 
from  Dulaiire's  faper  called  the  'Thermometre  du  Jour^  of 
the  iiji  and  lid  June^  1793. 

I  confider  It  as  an  indifpenrable  duty,  whatever  may 
be  the  prejudices  of  the  public,  to  afford  to  perfons  ac- 
cufed  the  means  of  making  known  their  j unification. 
This  induces  me  to  publifh  the  examination  of  ma- 
dam Roland.  None  but  cowards,  and  men  ftrangers 
to  equity,  can  blame  this  conduct.     Dulaure. 

The  1 2th  of  June,  Lou  vet,  an  adminiflrator  of  the 
police,  repaired  to  the  Abbey  to  examine  madam 
Roland. 

^ejiion.  Are  you  not  acquainted  with  the  troubles 
which  agitated  the  republic  during  and  after  the  admi- 
niftration  of  citizen  Roland,  your  hulband  ? 

Anjwer,  Thofe  things  were  known  to  me,  as 
to  every  one  elfe,  by  converfations  and  the  public 
papers. 

Ohferved.  This  negative  manner  of  anfwering  a 
queflion  is  not  fatisfadlory,  newfpapers  not  giving  that 
intimate  knowledge  which  I  mull  certainly  have  had  of 
public  affairs, 

*  This  piece  probably  was  infertcd  in  the  part  of  the  Hiftorlcal 
Memoirs  which  was  burnt.  It  has  been  thought  proper  to  give  it 
here  by  way  of  fupplement. 

Anfwerc 
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Anjwer,  I  was  not  bound  to  acquire  any  fuch  know- 
ledge, fince  as  a  woman  I  had  no  bufinefs  to  interfere 
in  them. 

^efiion.  Had  you  no  knowledge  of  a  plan  for  a  fe- 
derative republic,  and  for  detaching  the  departments 
from  Paris  ? 

Anjwer.  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  \  I  can  fay, 
on  the  contrary,  that  Roland,  and  all  the  perfons  I 
was  in  the  habit  of  feeing,  conilantly  fpoke  in  my 
prefence  of  the  expediency  of  maintaining  the  unity  of 
the  republic,  as  tending  to  give  it  greater  force;  of 
the  confequent  neceflity  of  preferving  an  equilibrium 
between  all  the  departments  j  of  their  with  that  Pa- 
ris might  do  nothing  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
reft  i  of  their  defire  to  fee  jujiice  and  Bberty  prevail 
throughout  France,  and  to  concur  in  the  maintenance 
of  them. 

Ohferved.  That  if  thofe  perfons  fpoke  of  jujiice  and 
bberty  without  equality^  their  principles  were  repre- 
henfible. 

Anjwer,  In  my  opinion,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  per- 
fons in  queftion,  equality  is  the  neceflary  confequence  of 
jujiice  and  liberty. 

^ejiion.  Who  were  the  perfons  that  compofed  Ro- 
land's fociety  and  yours  ? 

Anjwer,  His  old  friends,  and  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  bufinefs  to  tranfa6b. 

ObJerveL  That  it  would  be  defirable  to  know  the 
names  of  the  citizens  and  perfons  of  my  own  fex  with 
whom  I  was  in  the  greateft  habits  of  intimacy. 

Anjwcr,  Thofe  with  whom  I  was  moft  intimate  are 

generally 
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generally  known,  and  moll  alTuredly  nobody  came  to  my 
houfe  in  fecret. 

Obferved,  That  I  could  certainly  name  thofe  who 
the  moft  frequently  vifited  the  minifter,  and  formed  his 
private  parties. 

Anjwer,  As  a  man  in  office,  Roland  fometimes  re- 
ceived a  hundred  perfons  in  a  day,  not  one  of  whom 
I  faw.  As  to  myfelf,  I  never  had  any  extenfive  circle  of 
vifitors  i  but  fometimes  gave  a  dinner  to  my  hufband's 
colleagues,  and  to  the  perfons  with  whom  they  were 
in  any  way  connected, 

^ejlion.  Had  you  no  knowledge  of  writings  fent  to 
the  departments  to  provoke  them  to  rife  againfl:  Paris  ? 

Anfwer.  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing. 

Ohjerved.  That  Roland  while  minifter  had  however 
formed  offices  of  public  opnion  m  the  departments, 
and  it  appeared  that  fums  of  money  were  fet  apart  for 
the  purpofe. 

Anfwer,  The  firft  part  of  the  obfervation  appears  to 
tne  abfolutely  deftitute  of  foundation.  As  to  the  fecond, 
every  body  knows  the  minifter  of  the  Interior  was 
allowed  a  fum  of  money  in  order  to  dilperfe  ufeful 
writings ;  and  as  Roland  has  given  in  his  accounts,  it 
is  eafy  to  fee  what  writings  were  fent  to  the  depart- 
ments. 

^efiion.  Can  you  not  name  thofe  writings  ?  You  muft 
certainly  know  what  they  were. 

Anfwer.  The  accounts  being  public,  and  having  been 
pofted  up,  any  one  may  recur  to  them  for  a  more  ex- 
ad  lift  of  thofe  writings  than  I  am  able  to  give.     As 

to 
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fo  their  contents,  It  belongs  to  the  public,  and  not  to 
me,  to  decide  upon  their  merit. 

©hferved.  That  Roland  could  not  have  given  in  his 
accounts,  fince  he  fo  earneftly  folicited  permiffion  to  do 
fo,  when  defirous  of  leaving  Paris. 

Anjwer,  Not  wiihing  to  fuppofe  the  perfon  who 
examines  me  has  any  bad  intention,  I  can  only  attri- 
bute the  prefent  obfervation  to  an  extreme  ignorance  of 
fa61;s.  Roland  not  only  delivered  a  monthly  account 
to  the  convention,  but  on  going  out  of  office,  gave 
in  a  general  account,  in  which  every  thing  was  de- 
tailed in  the  moft  particular  manner.  What  he  fo- 
licited  was  the  paffing  of  thofe  accounts,  that  is  to  fay, 
their  inveftigation  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  con- 
vention, and  fuch  a  report  of  them  to  that  aflembly 
as  they  might  appear  to  deferve.  The  committee  of 
public  accounts  in  confequence  impofed  this  talk  on  fe- 
veral  of  its  members. 

I  added,  I  knew  that  they  had  come  repeatedly  to 
the  hotel  of  the  Interiors  that  they  had  examined 
the  minutes  and  vouchers  i  had  been  edified,  as  they 
needs  muft,  by  the  adminiflration  of  a  man  whole  in- 
tegrity and  courage  would  long  be  the  theme  of  pralfe ; 
that  it  was  Roland's  moft  earneft  defire,  as  well  as 
mine,  that  the  commiffioners  fhould  make  their  re- 
port, and  that  I  begged  all  good  citizens  to  join  me  in 
my  endeavours  to  obtain  it. 

[I  was  interrupted  in  this  anfwer  :  it  was  thought  too 
long ;  and  I  was  accufed  of  being  acrimonious.  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  I  availed  myfelf  of  my  rights,  and  that  there 
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was  no  acrimony  in  informing  thofe  who  were  igno^ 
rant  of  Roland's  having  given  in  his  accounts,  that  he 
had  done  fo  long  ago.] 

^.efi'ion.  Among  your  acquaintance  was  there  no 
friend  of  Dumouriez  ? 

Arjwer.  There  was  nobody  intimate  with  him,  to  the 
beft  of  my  knowledge,  among  thofe  I  was  in  die  habit 
of  feeing. 

^efiion.  Have  you  had  no  connexion  with  traitors? 

Anfwer.  All  the  perfons  I  was  acquainted  with,  were 
fo  noted  for  their  patriotifm,  that  it  was  impoTible  even 
to  fufpeift  them  of  any  intercourfe  v^^ith  traitors. 

^eftion.  Do  you  know  where  your  hulband  is  ? 

Jnjwer.  I  do  not. 

^uejiiori.  Were  you  not  privy  to  a  plan  for  diflblving 
tiic  popular  focieties  ? 

Anjijcer.  Nobody  in  my  prefence  ever  difclofed  fuch  a 
plan,  or  opinions  tending  that  way. 

Here,  after  a  confinement  of  twelve  days,  for  which 
no  motive  had  been  affigned,  ended  my  examination, 
without  my  being  told  of  what  I  was  accufed  or  fuf- 
peded,  and  confequendy  without  my  knowing  on  what 
fafts  I  was  to  be  queftioned. 

Confident  that.  I  had  nothing  to  lofe  by  telling  the 
truth  concerning  my  fentiments,  and  all  the  perfons  with 
whom  i  had  been  acquainted,  I  neglecfled  to  avail  my- 
felf  of  my  rights,  and  gave  a  plain  and  direct  anfwer  to 
every  thing  that  was  afked. 

The  examination  was  upon  two  fheets  of  paper:  my 
fignature  was  required  at  the  end  only.  I  demanded  a 
copy,    and  was  promifed   it  the  next  day :    nine  are 

however 
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however  pafTed,  and  I  have  not  yet  rctcWed  it,  al- 
though I  have  fent  to  afk  for  it  folir  times*  But, 
on  leaving  the  adminiftrator,  I  committed  to  paper  all 
that  had  pafTed.  I  am  fure  I  have  exadtly  related 
every  thing  that  was  faid }  and  I  fign  Roland,  formerly 
PhltpoJh 
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